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The consequences of violent conflict, particularly civil war and ethnic conflict, on the long-term
development of marginalized communities is relatively less understood than the causes of such conflict.
What we know is that conflict leads to immediate loss of livelihoods, the devastation of families and
communities through loss of earning members of the household, and damages other aspects of the
social fabric. More specifically, the effects of these changes on women are less well understood. How
and to what extent do women shoulder the burden of broken families, raising children and securing
livelihoods? How is their potential for long-term development affected? For example, what happens to
the education of girls and other opportunities that women might have availed of in the absence of
conflict? My paper examines the effect of ethnic violence in western India on Muslim women. The
discourse on Muslim women in India remains mired in discussions about personal law and often viewed
through the lens of ‘backwardness’. In 2005 a High Level Committee on Social, Economic and
Educational Status of the Muslim Community of India (the Sachar Committee) examined the existence
and extent of the marginalization among the Muslim community in India. It found extensive
marginalization on various fronts – education, literacy, access to resources, and various other indexes of
empowerment. The double-effects of marginalization in ‘peace-time’ and the targeting of Muslim women
during ethnic conflict in western India remain to be systematically examined. In turn, the conservative
and patriarchal impulse to restrict women to the household and withdraw them from education is a
trend that requires further investigation. This paper will explore the multi-dimensional causes of Muslim
women’s exclusion in the post-conflict period, in a context where extreme religious and Islamophobic
discourses and policies prevail, and their agency in addressing these forms of exclusion.
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