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PREFACE

WHAT an inestimable benefit have they conferred on
posterity who with an eye to the good of future generations
have committed to writing a record of the events of their
own times. This is the conclusion which seems to be borne in
upon me when I note how men of the present day under
stress of difficulties of one kind or another search laboriously
into the doings of their predecessors, anxious to find there a
source of comfort and strength and yet, because of the
scarcity of written documents which has resulted in the
events being all too quickly buried in oblivion, they cannot
for all their pains succeed in doing so as they would wish. I
cannot doubt that those who have composed such records,
provided they have laboured with a good motive, will
receive from God a good reward. Accordingly, having this
Cons1'deration in mind I have determined, while aiming at
bl:evxty, to set down in writing the things which I have seen
with my own eyes and myself heard. This I do both to
comply with the wishes of my friends who strongly urge
me to do so and at the same time to render some slight
S€rvice to the researches of those who come after me if they
’h°_“1d chance to find themselves involved in any crisis in
‘}:‘llch the events which I record can in any respect afford a
wOPlf\{l precedent. I may add that the main purpose of this

T 1s first to describe how Anselm, Abbot of the Monastery
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y of Canterbury, and then ¢,
of Beg, W5 made mbtﬁ?a eement having arisen,
chew how .it w‘c‘lethe Kings of England, he was so often anq

him an ¢ in exile from the country and what hag
for so long absen of the question in dispute between them,

been ‘h? ouwﬁ;f;:cm that the question which gave rise to thig
disNor“i?:\o!‘:l"m" cntirely new to this century of ours and,
pute )

: v that the Normans began to rule
gl ra((: rm:;:u:: isft ltll‘:(f‘timc before that, no such question
Ecg’c(\(_)cf_“zxi?‘ heard of by people in England. From the
ti?nc that William, Duke of Normandy, Fonqucred England
and subdued it no one was ever made a bishop or abbot there
without first being made the King’s man and receiving
from the King investiture by the presentation of the pastoral
staff. To this rule there were only two exceptions, namely
Ernest and Gundulf, who successively presided over the
Church of Rochester. They, as was customary in the case of
that diocese, were invested by Lanfranc, Archbishop of
Canterbury of blessed memory, in the Chapter of the monks
at Canterbury. Now Anselm wished to put an end to this
practice of investiture by the King, as being contrary to
God and to the canons of the Church, and thereby to prune
?}:*;Yhth_e mischiefs mult'ing from it. It was on this account
forccdetzncigetﬁ the cnmxt.y of the Kings of England and was
— ﬁg 5 di: country; not that there were not 2}150 other

My story wil aﬁ’;)ﬂ_urt; as the course of events will shew.
which took place 1o lEc l;de a number of other occurrences
matters already menﬁgg a;lnd before, during and after the
0t think it right tha t‘}l‘e » occurrences of which we do
deprived of a]) Aehierr ose who come after us should be
0 prevent it, But g o far as it is within our power

m th . 5
¢ Matters is enoygh ¢ preface this brief reference to all

€ come th,
we think, begi;nb;,o t(})'.e Plan_Of our narrative, We should,
n brief gy; %v‘v“g a little further back and tracing

tline why
of the seeq fyom whichasg’rso to speak, the actual planting

an
€ 10 record, T should Evev otf:: sdcv‘flopmepts which we
tarting point,
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BOOK I

In the reign of that most glorious King, Edgar, while he 3

governed diligently the whole realm of England with right-
eous laws, Dunstan, Prelate of Canterbury, a man of un-
blemished goodness, ordered the whole of Britain by the
administration of the law Christian. Under his influence
and counsel King Edgar shewed himself a devoted servant
of God; and, when foreign invaders surged in on every side,
with indomitable courage he fought them, conquered them
and kept them at bay. England enjoyed peace and happiness
throughout the length and breadth of the land so long as she
was fortunate enough to have King Edgar and Father
Dunstan with her in bodily presence. But when the King felt
that his last day was approaching, he delivered up the reins of
government to his son Edward. He, successor of a glorious
father, himself glorious, after being consecrated by St.
Dunstan, ruled the Kingdom, so long as he lived, with the
utmost diligence. But within a few short years of his accession
to the throne he was put to death by the shameful treachery
of his stepmother and had as his successor his brother
E_thclred, that wicked woman’s son, who inherited his
kingdom but none of his integrity.

This Ethelred, because he had grasped the throne by
the shedding of his brother’s blood, was sternly denounced
by Dunstan who declared that Ethelred himself would live in

3



vasions of foreign foes and q)
, that he wourl:‘;gfe:nig that the Kingglom itsell way
heir horrible OPP d again by bloody devastations. How true
mc of the man of God can be all toq

th in the chronicles by those who care to
and in our own afflictions by those .who kngw how
rcnd.thcm them, not 10 mention the happenings which the
:,::: err:his prc’st‘nt work will in their proper places portray,
asg:tth\:}l::!l]l glaci:ttcl.)unsmn was translated to heaven, im-
mediately, as he had forctold,'England was laid open to the
incursion of foreign foes. The indolence of the King pccamc
known round about and the greed of those outside her
borders, aiming rather at the wealth than ‘thc lives of the
English, invaded the country by sea at one point after another
and laid waste at first the villages and cities near the coast,
then those further inland and in the end the whole province,
driving the inhabitants in wretchedness from their homes.
The King instead of meeting them in arms panic-stricken
shamelessly offered them money sueing for peace; where-
upon they accepted the price and retired to their homes,
only to return in still greater numbers and still more ruthless,
from renewed invasion to receive increased rewards. In this
way they obtained now ten thousand pounds of silver, then
stl;t“n thousand, then twenty-four thousand, then thirty
ousand, this King Ethelred lavishing all these sums upon

tc:?ﬁzﬁg grinding down the whole Kingdom with crushing

undm:olt(h&t;ccm were rife, Elphege Bishop of Winchester

(being the g urdgﬁ\:mance of the Church of Canterbury
€nerget
adori?:icvt?t;rﬁt:r-and one who had from childhood been
He, when he con.c,ide b well. as the garb of holy religion.
‘:"Cd the innumerable evils with which
utterly appalleq andas being ruthlessly laid waste, was
b ey umself in every possible way (©
Ut they perceiying i or 3 <. CrUElty of such godless men-
anxious for themselves and their

4

succession from St. Dunstan), a man of

followers not to lose their accustomed gains, conceived such
bitter hatred against him that they sacked and set on fire
the City of Canterbury, condemning its inhabitants to a
Jamentable state; and the Church of the Saviour situated in
the City was consumed in the flames. Meanwhile Father
Elphege himself was at the hands of these infuriated foes,
bound and carried away after nearly all the monks who under
his rule served the Lord Christ in that Church had been
butchered before his eyes. He was then thrown into a boat
and conveyed to Greenwich, where, delivered to cruel
warders, he was kept a prisoner for seven months; then,
when unsubdued by any threats he still refused to yield
to the wickedness of his malicious enemies, he was put to a
most barbarous death, being stoned by them till he died.

These events I have briefly mentioned, not as though I
were composing a history of those times, but rather as bring-
ing them to the notice of those who care to know how true
was the prophecy of Father Dunstan when he foretold the
evils which would come upon England. Nor did the evils end
there. After this other monstrous wrongs were done which
ever year by year increased and grew worse and worse.
Meanwhile too the monastic houses of the servants and
handmaids of God, which through the work of Father
Dunstan with the assistance of St. Oswald of York and St.
Athelwold, Bishop of Winchester, had in the time of King
Edgar sprung up as new foundations to as many as forty-
eight, were in great part destroyed and the religion of the
monastic order almost extinguished altogether. So many
years passed. But in the reign of Edward, who was a son of
that Ethelred mentioned above by Emma a sister of Richard,
Duke of Normandy, there was a wholesale destruction of
monasteries which had until then escaped such fate.

Now at that time Godwin, Earl of Kent, was through-
out all England accounted a great man on land and sea. But
a serious quarrel arose between him and the King and he was
condemned to exile from England with all his family. So he
went to Flanders to Count Baldwin, and his son Harold to

Ireland. But after the death of Emma, the King’s mother,

5



od to England, each escorted by ,

of the common people with a promise of reward and sent

turn 5
win and Harold r¢ force of soldiers, Man b 5 -
number of ships and a ﬂ:ml:'gealimd " alarmed )l'c(:{ him sccretly to t'hc Duke of Normandy to report what had
when they ) : happened to him. The Duke thereupon promptly sent

the King's nobles,

should be gtarted by one gide or the other, set them.
war

messengers to the Lord of Ponthicu and told him that, if he

gclvutomake peace bctwccr'\ th.c mt' 113‘111:131:\’(1):12;{ ;]:‘)\:Sg)l;l:us wished to have his fri(‘,r}dship for the future as he had had in
of Godwin's wiles, stood out..lp;m‘n's o .._(‘nl the past, Harold and his men must be sent to him as quickly
to peace unless he were fus.\ g"‘ czl‘ H'i& g ¥l ‘ h'u“ Y as possible and th.al fr(';c of any charge against him. The other
6 So Waulfnoth, a son of Godwin, and Hakon, a son ol his son refused to let his prisoner go; whereupon he received a
Swain, were given as hostages and were (!CSP"“Cth to second peremptory message that he must send Harold; and,
Normandy to the guardianship of D“kf_ William, a son of if not, he could rest assured that William, Duke of Nor-
Robert, son of Richard, brother of the King’s mother. mandy, would come in arms to Ponthieu to release him. So
’.‘\R(‘l‘ these events GOdWin, a bitter enemy of the Church then he sent Harold and his men, but not without first
of Canterbury (for he stole from that church her manor of having taken from them all the most valuable belongings
Folkestone having first bribed Archbishop Eadsige), shortly which they had brought with them. In this way Harold came

afterwards died an evil death and Harold his son became to William and was received with all honour.
possessed of the earldom of Kent in succession to his father. When William had been told why Harold had set out
He soon afterwards asked leave of the King to go to Nor- from England, he replied that his mission would certainly be
mandy to set free his brother and his nephew who were being successful or it would be his own fault if it was not. Then he
held there as hostages and, when so freed, to bring them back kept Harold with him for some days and during that time
home. The King said to him: “I will have no part in this; but, cautiously revealed to him what he had in mind. He said
not to give the impression of wishing to hinder you, I give you that King Edward, when years before he was detained
l;a\. €0 go whe‘re you will and to see what you can do! But I with ?nm in Normandy, when t}?ey were both young, had
ave a presentiment that you will only succeed in bringing promised him and had pledged his faith that if he, Edward,
misfortune upon the whole Kingdom and discredit upon should ever be King of England, he would make over to
:y:tn;ﬁcilé lI;‘or I know that the Duke is not so simple as to be William the right to succeed him on the throne as his heir.
o doingcs:::: :Siuglve them up to you unless he foresees that :leiham went on to say this: If you on your side un}ilert'c'lkc
Harold, trusting hzsccurc some great advantage to himgelt? Wiuupplt:rt me in this project and _furthex proml'se that you
ek own JUdgrnent rather than the King’s, make a strongh.old at I?over with a well of water for my
on board ship taking with him his richest and use and that you will at a time agreed between us send your

most honourab} - :
gold, silver an; men, equipped with a lordly provision of

costly raj
Stormy and thoge Y raiment. But soon the sea grew

sister to me that I may give her in marriage to one of my
nobles and that you will take my daughter to be your wife,
then I will let you have your nephew now at once, and your

tossed 9s¢ on board were terri .
drivcnt:z’i:}}: ¢ 1Vl°lcn°° of the towerirf;rg:\?e,s af\tﬂllc tSh;)P x:: brother safe and sound when I come to England to be King.
ich iy At e i g And, if ever I am with your support established there as

Which is calleq Mavce haild on l_’Oard into a river of Ponthieu

Custom, she yag oty 3o 2 b accordance with the local

and the mep on bg dg ed captive by the Lord of the land
awer.c Put under strict arrest.

Prisoner, But he managed to bribe
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King, I promise that everything you ask of me which can
reasonably be granted, you shall have.” Then Harold per-
ceived that here was danger whatever way he turned. He

eld could not see any way of escape without agreeing to all that




ced, Then William, to ensure
William Whhedtil ;‘;}? cth stand firmly ratified, had relics of
all should ¢ and made Harold swear over them thay

lement all which they had agreed
e woulddi:gec‘:;ri;n%:d he were not before then taken
between )

e to which all mortal men are sub.
this hf:l’l ?hic;h;:scbccn done, Harold took his nephew
iect, When d home. There, when, on being questioned by
'"défmn;fc told l\i;n what had happened and what he had
:lhcnc ?ti; King exclaimed: “Did not I tell you that I knew
\3illi,am and that your going might bring untold calamity

is kingdom?”

ngE;::g aﬂgr this Edward died; and, as he had before his
death provided, Harold succeeded him on the throne.
Thereupon there arrived in England a messenger from
William asking for Harold’s sister in accordance with the
agreement which had been made between them. He also
reproached him for not having kept his other promises in
violation of his oath. To this Harold is said to have made the
following reply: “My sister, whom according to our pact you
ask for, is dead. If the Duke wishes to have her body, such as
it now is, I will send it, that I may not be held to have
violated my oath. As for the stronghold at Dover and the well
of water in it, I have completed that according to our agree-
gmnt although for whose use I cannot say. As for the King-
of';‘;o‘;ﬁ‘:ch. then was ot yet mine, by what right could I give

1= IT1tis about his daughter that he is concerned,

whom
hoean. ﬁ:ght, as he asserts, to take to be my wife, he must

throne of Evc ﬁzfg?" to set any foreign woman upon the
Indeed | coz%d Mthout.ha““g first consulted the princes.
Lot i ot s o
i ¢turned home and reported these answers

to his master,
x - Ile, on hC g . 3
and in g]| friendlines ur&nng this reply, sent a second time

any rae ¢, S urged Harold, if

daughter, lel(ge Fi’fh”‘ Promise so far ’a.s ::)crlti:;r:'};ct;?tl)gsfc:; :

would make éoo; Ol:’ he could rest agsured that the Duke

throne Wwhich had }, Y force of arms his succession to the
N promised hipy, Harold’s answer was

8

that he would not do the one and did not fear the other.

Then William, incensed at this, conceived high hopes of a
war of conquest resulting from this unjust conduct of
Harold’s. Accordingly he fitted out a fleet and set sail for
England. A furious battle was joined; Harold fell in the
thick of the fray and William as conqueror possessed himself
of the Kingdom. Of that battle the French who took part in
it do to this day declare that, although fortune swayed now
on this side and now on that, yet of the Normans so many
were slain or put to flight that the victory which they had
gained is truly and without any doubt to be attributed to
nothing else than the miraculous intervention of God, who
by so punishing Harold’s wicked perjury shewed that He is
not a God that hath any pleasure in wickedness.

So William became King. What treatment he meted
out to those leaders of the English who managed to survive
the great slaughter, as it could do no good, I forbear to tell.

From the time that he gained this victory, which was on
the 14th October [1066], William remained unconsecrated
until Christmas Day when he was consecrated King by
Eldred of blessed memory, Archbishop of York, and a2 number
of English bishops. Although the King himself and everyone
else knew well enough that such consecration ought to be
performed by the Archbishop of Canterbury as being his
special and peculiar privilege, yet seeing that many wicked
and horrible crimes were ascribed to Stigand, who was at
that time Archbishop of Canterbury, William was un-
willing to receive consecration at his hands, lest he should
seem to be taking upon himself a curse instead of a blessing.

Now, it was the policy of King William to maintain in
England the usages and laws which he and his fathers
!chorc him were accustomed to have in Normandy. Accord-
ingly he made bishops, abbots and other nobles throughout
the whole country of persons of whom (since everyone knew
who they were, from what estate they had been raised and to
Wha.t they had been promoted) it would be considered shame-
ful ingratitude if they did not implicitly obey his laws,
subordinating to this every other consideration; or if any one

9



n the power oqnfcrrcd by any
of them presuming o aise his head against him. Conge.
“mwﬁ;d.ndlm/a. spiritual and temporal alike, waited upon
quen
‘, the nod of the King. owledge of these things necessary for the

‘ ider a kn:
A’Ic?lﬁggutanding of the subsequent cvents, the re.

cording of which has been my pri'n'cipulll FT';I\s(mk l'nlr u.rchr.
taking the Jabours involved in wriing V‘\;:‘r"’(’ y 1 Wil set
down here some of the new usages wlncl‘l illiam introduced
to be observed throughout England. From a few examples
the rest may be inferred. He would not, f91‘ instance, allow
anyone in all his dominion, except on hxs.mstrucuons, to
recognize the established Pontiff of the City of Rome as
Pope or under any circumstances to accept any letter from
him, if it had not first been submitted to the King himself,
Also he would not let the primate of his Kingdom, by which
I mean the Archbishop of Canterbury, otherwise Doro-
bernia, if he were presiding over a general council of bishops,
lay down any ordinance or prohibition unless these were

prope

10

him. Then again he would not allow any one of his bishops,
CxReps- o ,h" express instructions, to proceed against or
?éﬁ{nmumca‘c one of his barons or officers for incest or
0uslychilot; any Otlhcr cardinal offence, even when notori-

2 » Or to lay upon him an i T
astical discipline, P y punishment of ecclesi

As f ; .
ma!tcl‘::c::l;(l:a: r?ll%igzes it K,ing William decreed in
both because it js non arft° commit these to written record,
from what he ordai ::l(') our business to do 0 and because
indicated, the pa¢ fed in matters spiritual, as we have just
sufficiently infcrrc<;j r:) of the temporal ordinances can be
0 enable ug (o pag f these matters enough has been said
Now in the ﬁfthmmc the course of our narrative,
monastery of ‘aeﬁcar of this reign Lanfranc, Abbot of the
Possessed of outgyanq; A man of energetic character and
and secyay cam ding knochdgc in studies b d
ander anq of € 10 England a the b udies both sacre
ing William and goo, idding of Pope Alex-
soon afterwards undertook

10

agreeable to the King’s wishes and had been first settled by .

the governance of the Archicpigcopatc of Canterbury. He was
consecrated in that mctrqpolltan see on the 2g9th August
[1070], by almost all the bl.\fhops of England. He then set out
for Rome to obtain the pallium, to which he had become en-
titled as an Archbishop, and took as his travelling com-

anions Thomas, Archbishop of York, whom he had himself
consecrated at Canterbury after first receiving his canonical
profession of submission, and Remigius, Bishop of Lincoln.
They three arrived together at Rome and were courteously
received each with the honour due to his rank. Then on an
appointed day Lanfranc was presented to Alexander, the
Pope. On his entering, marvellous as it may seem to those
who know the customary procedure at Rome, the Pope him-
self rose up and smilingly bade him stand. Then he added,
“We have shewn you the honour which we recognize as due
to you, not as Archbishop, but as the master to whose
learning we are indebted for the knowledge which we have.
It is right that in reverence for St. Peter you should come
here to obtain the pallium to which you are entitled.”
Then, as the Pope sat down again, Lanfranc advanced and
prostrated himself at his feet; but at once the Pope raised
him up and kissed him. They then sat down together and
spent that day happily conversing with each other.

The following day, when various matters of business were
brought up for discussion, objection was taken before the
Pope against Thomas, the Archbishop of York, and also
against Remigius alleging that neither of them had been
rightly raised to the episcopate. Against Thomas the charge
was on the ground that the canons of the Church prohibited
the preferment in holy orders of sons of priests not them-
selves adorned by any religious Order; against Remigius,
th:at having made a bargain with William, before he became
Klng, he had in effect bought his bishopric from him by the
service which he had rendered him by the outlay of much
°ﬂ0ft and of lavish expenditure on his behalf, when he was
setting out to subdue England. To these charges they had no
sound plea by which to exculpate themselves. So, giving
back their staffs and rings and therewith their episcopal

11
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themselves they sued f9r mercy,
omou' imm‘f;‘;rd‘;‘:t;:i:fvened in .upport Of their prayery
n

an of great piety and wisdom, he
i ‘l:lad n ag:;ld basis of knowledge of

were very necessary 1o the
wide ranges 'ewa:idly't::a:\::c?iispnsilinns of his Kingdom;
new K'mg in m hng were outstanding in the art of oratory,
and dm'd.ly, ts:‘:‘é ;{'c;\s the Pope turned to Lanfranc and
OPd-h ‘c‘ill)r:)nisou “~c o this, You are the F ather of that country;
::““ hwn fgr you to take thought and considcr what should be
do;lc. See, here are the pastoral staffs which they have given
back, Take them and deal with them as you can see to be
most expedient for the Christian Church in that country.”
Thereupon Lanfranc taking up the staffs promptly in the
presence of the Pope restored them to those same two men,
giving each back his own.

After this Lanfranc, having received from the Pope the
stole of an Archbishop, started on his homeward journey and
travelled with his companions gladly back to England.
There the people of Canterbury received him with due
reverence and he was established as Primate of all Britain.
Nor was it long after this before the fame of his name and
gxxc greatness of his wisd.om was noised abroad everywhere so
ﬁ;:rl“e“ thought of him as an illustrious and outstanding
asri‘:: (I)}afﬁgan(cl had the ear of King William, not merely
AW ks t;cvmrs l?ut rather as his principal alescr.

with ronch ::)ne U}flnc wholly devoted to the service of

took great pains botr}‘:tt an ordinary _sohcxtud.e, he always
of God and to reney Olfn.ake the K'lng a faithful servant
Classes throughout he wr}(; llgxon. S ihs living among all
1or was his wish dcnicdo}; Km&fiom. This he desired to do
verance resulted ip 5 m. His teaching and his perse-
the whole country andgreat ncrease of religion throughout
\g:;e crected, as cap bce:cm:; re new monastery buildings
buildtiz 4 a0 example 1g g pog He was, too, himself the
8 the Chure, of Chﬁ: builders of such houses by

t at Canterbury with all the

12

outbuildings which are within the wall of its close and the
wall itself. With what thoughtfulness too, what fatherly
care, he aroused the monks living in the precincts of that
Church from the life of the world in which he found them
all too much engrossed, how he trained them in every way
of holy living and, when their numbers increased, with what
kindness he watched over them so long as he lived, all this
who can ever fully tell? This only will I say here: that,
because he wished them to be able to devote themselves con-
tinually to the gervice of God free of want or anxiety, he so
brought his tact and perseverance to bear upon the King
that the King restored to the Church of Canterbury almost
all the lands which, rightly hers, the Normans had seized
when they first possessed themselves of the country and even
some others which from one mischance or another had been
lost before they came. Of these and countless other good
works on which he laboured unceasingly to his life’s end,
there is indeed no need for me to write, because his works are
so evident that they speak for themselves more clearly than
any written record. Moreover of ecclesiastical matters which
occurred in his time, he has himself written a concise and at
the same time most accurate account. None the less, so
sweet is his memory that we have thought it pleasing to
enlarge a little on what so far we have but mentioned.
This Lanfranc then, when he first came to Canterbury,
was appalled to find the Church of the Saviour, which he had
undertaken to rule, reduced by fire and destruction almost
to nothing. But, though the extent of the calamity drove
him to despair, he soon recovered himself and with firm
determination, postponing all thought of providing for his
own convenience, he set urgently to work and completed
the building of dwellings needed for the use of the monks.
Thc.se they used for some years; but then, the Community
having increased in numbers, they seemed all too small.
Whereupon he had them pulled down and built others
much larger and finer. Then he built also a residence for
elf. Furthermore the Church, almost the whole of which
¢ in seven years built up from the foundations, he richly

13
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chasubles, with gold-embroidereq
edWi‘hdcopﬂ-' ‘:::h with stoles and with many othe,
atics an
ou;ornﬂ_“w“' t of the Brethren of the Church of
preciov in his mamensity, what loyalty, what beneficenc,

enero:

Cmterbuz,frﬁ:‘ 3} ewed may to some extent be gathered

ﬁ:) e:h:‘fact that he could not bear that even any of theiy
m

s should be in want. What may still more
parents orogm}::c:a:{c it his practice not to wait to be asked
mrl;:r;sc %ut, tender-hearted as he was, he of his own accord
. v: r?(,)w tc; one and now to another just wha‘.t would help a
iiedy relative for as long as possible. Yet in so doing he
shewed always remarkable discernment, weighing up in his
own mind the deserts and needs of each. Of all this the
following story is an instance.

One of the Brethren of the Monastery at Canterbury was
accustomed to receive from Father Lanfranc thirty shillings
every year for the benefit of his mother. On one occasion
he was on Lanfranc’s instructions given five shillings,
part of the thirty, as the money was paid periodically by
instalments. This money tied up in a cloth he, while talking
to his mother, slipped, as he thought, into her hand; but,
her mind intent on other things, she did not notice what her
son was doing. So the money fell to the ground; and mother
and son parted and went their different ways. Afterwards the
Lvoman sent a message to her son, anxious to know what had
h:fp::d :agout the money which he had promised to bring
had hap(:::iefid’ he g(_)t her to come to him and hearing what

5 o ha:;ai f‘;tressed, not so much at the loss which
Archbishop, Whenu thzed but rather from fear that tll;:
vexed at his carelmnmcame to his knowledge, woul.d .
disposed towards p Mand be to some extent less kindly
nto the cloister. satlg' canwhile the good Father, coming
iq(lfif;ing that the ro:)}:;? :vh;rg.as he v:;as accustomed dt? d:;

5 with hi 1stressed as he returned 110

qu.i“g Privately Jl‘lOthcr, when they were alone, he €n
being told, yigh alozlt( “}as the reason for his being so. OP
of the utmost kindness, as was alway’
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his way in dealing with those in trouble, he said: “Is that the
cause of your distress, my dearest son? Why, God must
purposely have given that money to someone else whose need
of it was perhaps greater than your mother’s. Keep quiet and
take care not to say a word about it to anyone. That what has
happened may not trouble you in the least, in place of those
five shillings I will have seven shillings given to you today
for your mother. But, as I have said, see that no one knows of
it.” Indeed it was his way when giving to give gladly what
was to be given and not let anyone tell of the gift or who was
the giver.

So much then for his treatment of the monks of the
Mother Church of Canterbury. But what poor man ever
cried to him and was rejected? Who of all the pilgrims of
whatever rank sought his help and did not obtain it? What
community of monks or of clergy at any time sent asking for
support and did not find the abundance of his generosity
exceed their utmost hopes? Of the truth of our words Italy
can bear witness and France and Britain, that to this day
mourns the death of Lanfranc with sighs of lamentation.

And what about the Abbey of St. Albans which he found
reduced both within and without almost to nothing? There
he first instituted Paul of blessed memory to be its abbot,
and then rebuilt it, as his own church, from the founda-
tions; and within with abundant religious life, and without
with gifts of many possessions he enlarged, embellished and
enriched it.

.Aga.in in the diocese of Rochester he found under Bishop
S}WOfd little more than four Canons and those living a
life of miserable hardship. But, when that bishop and
also Ernest, whom he had appointed as his successor, were
taken from this life, a monk of godly reputation named
Gundulf was chosen by Lanfranc to succeed to the bishopric.
Through his agency he had the old Church of the diocese
and the adjoining building pulled down and built up all
afresh, The clergy who were living there, as we have des-
cribed, he either left where they were and raised to the
highest standard of the religious life or moved to other places,
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possessions which would afford the
giing them 3:1“:; Pt plentful than they had had iy
and clo + of the bishopric he first set upon a soung
Moreover the SEE 5 " ere the monastic order and then,
footing by qtllm ds and other posscssions sufficient to sup.
aning 10 ;;to served God there, he raised it from poverty
port those ;:om Jow estate to that high esteem in which it i

to Wca-hha

t time. ¢
hel(c;;twtt;tpl::“(‘ﬁ d for the poor outside the walls of the

. rbury, I ought not I think to omit any mention
ﬁ“{b?: (‘Ivz;r:;:: of lr’ryxine; Eow he built outside the northern
gate of the city @ house of stone, fine and.spacious, and added
to it further small buildings for the various needs and com-
forts of the inhabitants with an extensive courtyard attached,
This building he divided into two, putting men suffering
from various kinds of infirmity in one part and women who
were ailing in the other. Moreover he provided for them at
his own expense clothing and daily food, and also attendants
and guardians, to take particular care to see that they
lacked nothing and that there should be no opportunity

16 for tl’le men to enter the women’s quarters or the women the
men's.

On the other side of the road he erected a Church dedi-
cated to Pope St. Gregory and placed there a number of
:?Ill:o?s l]:vho were to live under rule and to administer to those
b: aO Wéllom I have just mentioned such things as should
mcmgr'i‘zathe to the salvation of their souls, and to bury

e mm:::slergy also he gave freely of lands, tithes and
St T;:ch as seemed sufficient for their support:
away than werccth ¢ western gate of the city, but further
on the shely; ¢ other buildings from the northern gate,
houses ang -8 Sid¢ of the hill, h den
Uses and agsigneq ¢, , he constructed woode

clsewhere the mep wcm to the use of lepers. Here also a5
Ewcxate with the wo;:::e%s separate and not allowed t0
fron, < ded according 4 3o these lepers he had all that

his own resources oo Lature of their disease supplied

men of sych characte:s u:l d for this service he appointe

L at any rate in his opinion, 19
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one would question their skill, their kindness, or their

atience. Besides all this, in the manors belonging to the
archbishopric he built many fine houses partly of stone and
partly of timber for himself and his successors.

Then what pains he took to uphold the dignity of the
Church of Canterbury! Abetted by some of the other bishops,
Thomas, Archbishop of York, who had only recently become
an English subject, tried hard to humiliate the Church of
Canterbury with a view to the glorification of his own
Church, How Lanfranc instead humiliated Thomas himself
and reduced him to the level of his predecessors, of all this
it is superfluous and would be out of place for me to say
anything here. For of all this he has himself left a written
record authenticated by the royal seal, the truth of which is
confirmed by the assent of the whole realm. What added all
the more to his labours in this respect was the circumstance
that in the fire which destroyed the Church of Canterbury
in the third year before the year in which he himself had
come to Canterbury, the ancient grants of privilege of that
Church had been almost wholly lost.

There were also other privileges, which had been lost by
the negligence of others, which his diligence recovered,
privileges that in olden days, anxious that the Church of
Canterbury should be as free as possible, Kings of England
had of their munificence conferred on that Church and most
solemnly settled upon her to be her inalienable property
for ever. To mention only one instance, there was the case of
Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, brother of King William and Earl of
Kent, who was throughout the whole Kingdom recognized as
a great man and very powerful even before Lanfranc had
come to England. This Odo by the absolute power which he
had attained had in many ways encroached not only upon
the lands but also upon the liberty of the Church of Canter-
bury, and there being none to offer him any resistance, had
restricted her liberty and was still holding her lands. When
Lanfranc had learned the true facts of the case, he took up
these matters with the King, as he knew it was his bounden
duty to do. Accordingly the King ordered an assembly of
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en of integrity not only from

m%ut:'l‘; t‘;‘o m other counties of England to b:
Gounty of Kent DU o's complaints to be presented to the
d Las ed, So an assembly of nobles wqg

) th and Geoflrey, Bishop of Coutances,

held at Pe“"‘"‘“:l!&ain England at that time, was bidden ay
) entative to do justice to Lanfmm_: in the
the ngo:' ‘;51‘::; he complained; s\.nd tl.ns he did most
mattmhly For there Lanfranc, resting hxs. case on sound
thom:\li%l &id by the unanimous assent and judgment of the
i all that was proved to have be-

; mbly recover
whole asse ci);nt right to the Church of Canterbury, both

by an
:)ofnliils zmd of privileges of various kinds.

Again on another occasion this Odo, with the King’s
permission, instituted a suit against the Church of Canter-
bury and its guardian, Lanfranc, and took good care to
bring to it all those whom he knew to be most practised in
the laws and usages of the English realm. When the Court
was held for trying the case, all who had come from every
direction to defend the interests of the Church were at the
first session so worsted that their efforts to defend those
interests actually resulted in their loss. For Lanfranc was
not himself there to take part. He did not usually take
part in such matters, unless there was urgent need for him
;3 do so. What had happened was accordingly reported to
N;T: :St l;flwas reading some book of divinity in his chamber.
Pl ‘;ler(;“;bed, he declared that the arguments of the
Joile matte? ; feen erroneous and accordingly he had the

Thatiain g erred for discussion on the following day-
Archbishog e tt l?“{lstan in a vision stood beside the
of hi °PP0nentsl(; him not to be troubled at the number
in the suit with » uu;“;]thc morning to intervene personally
with him, Thig pe . 0 255ured that the Saint would be
ductory Statement wh’i:ﬁl d, opening his case with an intro-
comoved from the e 0 the surprise of all seemed far
:t‘t‘h OF Were 1o e degy v rry i had been already dealt

oty demoligheq theMth’ he 50 went on from this that he
arguments which had been used
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ainst him on the prcvious day and shewed them to be
without substance, with the result that thenceforth for the
rest of his life on earth no one dared stfxnd up z_md say a
word to oppose him.}?o much then for his championship of

rch of Canterbury.
tthglil:cs all this, in Lanfranc’s days and about that same
time with few exceptions all those bishops who before they
were made bishops in England by King William had them-
selves been members of the secular clergy made a determined
effort to turn out the monks who were living the monastic life
in a number of English Cathedral cities. These Bishops had
won over the King himself to their side in this project,
and so certain had they become that they would succeed
that Bishop Walchelin had nearly forty clergy assembled,
tonsured and arrayed as Canons, ready to be installed
by him in the Church of Winchester, over which he
presided, as soon as the monks had been ejected. The only
thing that delayed the carrying out of this design was that
Archbishop Lanfranc’s permission had not yet been asked.
Any doubt of obtaining this the moment that it was asked
never crossed the Bishop’s mind. But the result proved
altogether different from what he had promised himself.
When what the Bishop was set upon doing came to Lan-
franc’s ears he was at once horrified at so shameful a pro-
ceeding and declared that, so long as he lived, he would
never consent to the Bishop, try as he might, succeeding in
carrying out such an intention. So the clergy whom Walchelin
had assembled to take the place of the monks were sent back,
each to where he came from, and the monks, who had been
condemned, as it were without a hearing, to give place to the
clergy, were by the grace of God and the determination of the
lgi?:?nltal:gf;rznc .«x(t:]c:lzlurec:1 in the enjoyment of their old way of
wn Church.

The events just recorded did not, however, succeed in
?nu:nyll:g;ge enmity which some had conceived against the

nks, determined to turn them out. Urged by the same
desire, engaging in a like attempt, with one consent and
accord, the Bishops who were not bound to the Monastic
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ert themselves to root out the monky
Order ‘:h:‘ Primate’s See of Canterbury, consider :t
any e 7 vere done, they would have very little djf;.
that, if out others elsewhere. In the case of th,

ty in tw monks they had, as it scemed to them, stronge,

C‘“‘f,b‘g doing S0 partly on account of the exalteq
m’;:ion of the Primate’s See, which has through its repre.

atives to watch over the ordcril‘xg and discipline of the
s?u ches everywhere throughout England; and partly oy
iccount of a number of other matters of which the per.
formance, as they represented the case, pertained rather to
the province of clergy than to that of monks. The King and
other Princes of the Realm had been won over to this view;
but Lanfranc, as he would, opposed it with all his might
and stood out boldly against the pressure and enmity of
them all. And, although he was sure that by God’s help
this design would never be successfully accomplished so long
as he lived, yet fearing that this might be done after he had
passed away, not knowing the day or the hour of his death,
he exerted all possible ingenuity and diligence to secure the
authority of the Apostolic See of Rome to confirm the right
of the monks to maintain their settlement in the Church of
Qamcrbury and that it should continue there undisturbed
in perpetuity so long as the world should endure. This the

Pope, Alexander, did in fact confirm by written grant of
privilege in the following terms:

mﬁcﬁda’ Bishop, servant of the servants of God to his

(st beloved brother in Christ, Lanfranc, Archbishop of
e :\Z ,lgreetmg and apostolic blessing.

the thy carned from some coming from your parts t0

€
20 ceminﬁlhold of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul that

i é crgy, with th hat
5, of the Jaj e support of the secular power, ¢
EXerting tll:,z;e?nd filled with the spirit of thl: devil, arc
of S, Saviouy VEs 10 expel the monks from the Chur
Church of ) 5,20 t€bury, which is the Metropolit2}
content wigh ey 204 0 put clergy in their place.
exerting themgelye. meful work, on which they ar¢ %
€s, thcy are attetnpting further to sccurc
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that in every Cathedral city the Order of Monks shall be
rooted out, as though they lacked religious authority.
Wherefore, urged by 'zcal for God, we have had investi-
ation made concerning the privileges of the Churches;
and there has come to our hands a decree of our prede-
cessor, Gregory the Great of blessed memory, concerning
the Churches of England, how he instructed Augustine the
Apostle of your race, to place in that metropolitan see
men of the same Order to which, as is well known,
Augustine himself belonged. Of which instruction the
following is an extract: “You, my Brother,” he says,
“being well versed in the rules of the Monastery, should
in the Church of the English, which has lately by God’s
grace been led to the faith, institute that way of life which
our fathers had at the very beginning of the early Church,
among whom none of them said that any of the things
which he possessed was his own but they had all things
in common. That this rule of community of goods is most
nearly akin to the Monastic Order, no one can doubt.”
Following upon this is the letter which Boniface, who
was the fourth in succession from St. Gregory to preside
over the Church of Rome, over which by the grace of
God we now preside, sent to Ethelbert, King of the
English, and Laurence, a predecessor of yours as Arch-
bishop. In that letter after some preliminaries he pro-
nounced the following condemnation and anathema.
“Most noble Son,” he says, “the request which you have
made of the Apostolic See through our fellow Bishop,
Mellitus, we do most willingly grant; that is, that your
Benevolence should, in the monastery established in the
City of Canterbury, which monastery your holy teacher
Augustine of blessed memory, himself a disciple of
Gregory, dedicated to St. Saviour, over which, as is
well. known, our most beloved brother Laurence now
presides, that your Benevolence should with our full
and free permission establish there a settlement of monks
living under rule. For we judge with apostolic authority
that those who preached salvation to you, being monks,
should gather to themselves a monastic flock and should
adorn their life with ways of sanctity. If of your successors,
whether Kings or Bishops, clergy or laity, anyone attemp(s
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ve to do this and he had
hich had been already fixed,
ement his promise; but he has by the
ed in his own case left a warning to
susly we should press on with good works

hould wish to write the full story of these and
rks so magnificently carried out by this
afranc e exists plentiful material,
erable work. But for myself,

S me to deal with other
do, I will here only say of
a great and in-

make, 8o far as the matter related to their province, the King
sed to them more readily than to all his other counsel-
Advised by them, he often and to a very great extent

‘lbandoned the natural harshness which he shewed to-

wards some people and exerted himself zealously to see that
in his dominion monasteries should be established for the
observance of the religious life. That such religious life,
once born, should not die out, he took care to guard the
peace of the Churches everywhere and at his own expense
to supply them plentifully with such things as would serve
the needs of the servants of God, in the way of lands, tithes,
and other revenues; but in dispensing this benevolence he
had regard more particularly to the Churches of Normandy.

Now in the twenty-first year of his reign King William
was detained in Rouen by the illness of which he died and
having determined to entrust his soul unreservedly to the
merits and intercessions of Anselm he made the Abbot come

to him from Bec and lodge not far off. But when the King,

because he felt that he was somewhat recovered, put off
ing to him of the salvation of his soul, it happened that

Father Anselm himself was laid low by such severe indis-

osition that he was quite unable to bear the turmoil of the
o crossing the Seine he was laid up in bed in the
e of Emondreville which is opposite Rouen away on
er side of the river. Meanwhile whatever delicacies
ght to the King he would send half to the sick
; ever, no opportunity of seeing him
of speaking to him at all of his soul as he
to do. Each of them was so seriously ill that
me to King William nor William to
died, but not, we are told, un-
\at time Anselm rallied from his
red to his former good health.
 th King’s funeral, with what cere-
s body was conveyed to Cacn—nay
a slave he was buried in the
tory lamentable to tell and, as
Who would not be moved to
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vicissitude of humun' life when b
he fear of G°‘fl, :g' tlgicng who was in his lifetime so power.
the end 0 5 one in all England, all Normandy, 4
ful that there W&‘a’i‘ne who dared lift a finger against his rule,
P ceof was he about to cxpirlc and was laid ¢,
we have been told, deserted by every.
mm’-td;,a:;]:csi‘:;;; ?xccption of‘onc serving man, his bm{y
one Wi ceremony ferried In a small boat down the
“n?hout *:lnywhcn he should be interred, the very ground in
St;;_ﬂcl; ﬁg was to be buried disputed by a yokel, who, claim.
Pv f\sby hereditary right, complained that this ground had a
llgﬁg time before been stolen from him by the man that was
being buried! But how distressed Lanfranc was at his death,
who could describe, when so great was the shock that we
who were with him when the news of the King’s death came,
were afraid that he would die on the spot from anguish of
heart.

So King William died and was succeeded on the throne
by William his son. He, when he was intent on seizing the
prize of the kingdom before his brother Robert, found
Lanfranc, without whose support he could not possibly
attain the throne, not altogether favourable to the fulfil-
ment of this his desire. Accordingly, fearing that any delay
., his consecration might result in the loss of the dignity
Zil:l‘:lt]l he coveted, he began, both personally and in-
Pf;:ﬁs);sbtyoall,l a\;fl;om he could get to support him, to make
o g ST anc w1t}.1 plighted word and oath, to.thc
thTO\lghou;: e iﬁ"‘l’re _ng, he “.lould in all his dealings
equity; tha he v 013 kingdom maintain justice, mercy and
of the 02 ould defend the peace, liberty and security

-~ UTChes against a]] ad Taa 1l
and in all he would follow 1o n o a0d that through a
But when he yyaq on, ow Lanfranc’s bidding and counsel.
e big by o, PAY established on the throne he
: 1y opposit Prfomlse and gave himself up to

© Was mildly repro‘,ede of all this, When on that account
Promise anq pi bby La‘nﬁ'al}C and was confronted
is reach of faith, in hot anger he ex-

“r¢ who could fulfil all that he ‘prom-
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how that, no sooner

ises’?”’ After that he could never look his Archbishop
straight in the face, although it is true that so long as Lan-
franc lived he refrained out of respect for him from some
of those courses to which his desire inclined him. For Lan-
franc was a man eminently versed in law both divine and
human and upon his nod were fastened the eyes of the whole
kingdom. But when Lanfranc was taken from this life, at
once upon his death how grievous a calamity overtook the
Churches of England; this, while omitting much, it is my
purpose briefly to describe. At once the King shewed out-
wardly what, while Lanfranc lived, he had kept cherished
secretly in his own breast. Soon, not to mention other
wrongs which he committed, he laid hands upon the very
Mother of the whole of England, Scotland and Ireland and of
the adjacent isles, that is, upon the Church of Canterbury;
and all that rightfully belonged to her within and without
he by his agents ordered to be scheduled and, having esti-
mated what was needed for the bare subsistence of the monks
that served God there, all the rest he ordered to be taken into
his own hand or let out at rent. In this way he put the Church
of Christ up for sale, granting the right of lordship over it in
preference to all others to whoever to the Church’s detriment
outbid his rival in the price that he offered. With miserable
regularity the price was renewed year by year. For the
King would not allow any bargain to be made for a term
certain, but he who promised more ousted him that offered
less, unless perchance the former holder, letting his first
bargain be set aside, increased his bid up to the offer of his
rival. Moreover you might see daily all the most odious of
men, without any respect for the religion of God’s servants,
engaged in exacting the King’s moneys, making their way
through the precincts of the monastery with grim and
tl.lrcateping looks, giving orders on all sides, uttering threats,
playing to the utmost their dominance and power. What
scandals, disputes and disorders arose over this, and how
mgny they were, it is painful to recall. Then too, as these
overtook them, some of the monks of this same Church of
anterbury were dispersed and sent to other monasteries
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ma.lned suffered many a . and iy,
and those th;:trleho uld 1 say of the Church'’s men but thy,
qlts. And W ' nd down with such dcw}statmg misery anq
ble devastation that, were it not for the evil
quch miserd after, 1 should have doubted whether, saving

mhi‘(:hn:a;ethey could possibly have been more miscrub]y
o Tk e then.
than they were t '
r\?;d\s::cmthcsc things that we speak of done only in the

anterbury. The like mad fury raged also in 4))
Sgugtg?ig l(]hurchre); csta.blisl.md throughout Englm}d who,
as their lords, that is, their Bishops anfl A!obots, died, fel]
at that time into widowhood. Indt?cd this King was the first
to impose this lamentable oppression upon the. Churches of
God; he received no such tradition from his father. He
ruined the churches and then held them exclusively in his
own hand. He refused to appoint anyone except himself to
take the place of bishop or abbot so long as he could by his
officers extract from them anything which he thought to be
of any value. To look around was to see only too plainly
misery everywhere. This state of misery continued for well
nigh five years over the Church of Canterbury, not to speak
of others, ever growing worse and each stage of misery and
wretchedness being succeeded by one yet more miserable and
more wretched.,

Meanwhile in the fourth year Hugh, Earl of Chester,
wishing to establish an abbey of monks in one of his churches,
E“lm'a‘scnggrs to Bec and asked Abbot Anselm to come to
mtszllizh t& view thf: place and to get some of his monks to
refused an d"“’f 2;dfeglme of conventual discipline. Anselm
ment was .(::ﬁ not come. For already a kind of presenti-
a few were agcltuaﬁg » i into the minds of some, and not
themselyes, that, Y saying, not indeed openly but amongst

if Anselm v 1d be-
come Archh; ent to England, he wou
Wishing Cl _blShOP (?f gantcrbury, Although h,e was far from

that burden mad a5 determination never to undertake
bﬁcau_v,e this Was: m fee] secure in his own mind, }’Ct!
for things hongy;. gt tnderstood by all, he, taking thought

2ble not only in ¢he sight of God but als0
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in the sight of all men, was unwillin
lest any should suspect that he h
obtaining this preferment.
Meanwhile it happened that the Earl became seriously ill.
Promptly sending word of this to Anselm he urgently
begged him, remembering their long-standing fricndsﬁip, to
come as speedily as possible to care for his soul’s welfare,
“If,” he said, “it is fear of having to undertake the arch-
bishopric that holds him back from coming, I can assure him
that in my belief there is nothing in the rumour which is in
the air about that, and so he must realize that it ill-becomes
his holiness if, held back by a mere nothing, he refuses to
come to help me in my great need.” Still Anselm persisted in
refusing to come and the Earl no less continued to press him
to do so. So for the third time the Earl sent him this urgent
message: “If you do not come, you may be sure that never
in the life eternal will you find repose so deep that it shall
save you from perpetually grieving that you did not come to
me.” On receiving this message Anselm exclaimed: “I am
in trouble whatever course I take. If I go to England, I
fear this may give rise to an evil suspicion in someone’s
mind and he suppose that I go there with a view to obtaining
the archbishopric. If I do not go, I shall offend against that
brotherly love which we are bidden to shew not only to a
friend but even to an enemy. If then transgression of this
duty towards an enemy is a sin, what must it be towards a
friend? Certainly Hugh, Earl of Chester, has been an inti-
mate friend of mine for a long time past and, as he says, he
now needs me. In need is the proof of friendship. If then for a
perverse opinion which men may possibly hold of me I fail
to come to the help of my friend in his need, I myself com-
mit an undoubted sin to prevent a possible sin on the part of
others. So commending to God myself and my conscience,
which is void of any ambition for worldly honour, out of re-
gard for his holy love I will go to satisfy my friend. The rest
be God’s care, and, if it be his will, may he for his mercy’s
sake keep me free from all entanglement in worldly affairs.”
There were also at that time certain very pressing affairs

g to set foot in England
ad done so for the purpose of
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R ch required Anselm’s presenc,
'{L"\' b of his own ch::f: ;hci by the above-mentioned feyy ll,'cl
Lt S Jand; but illing to make the journey on that accouny
r‘ S was most u.m;lll ened that he went to Boulogne to confer
=3 ' Meantime it :‘ggl da. There, being unavoidably detaineq
g ] 9 with thcdc‘;“:'mmc days and, while there, he receiveq ;l
o - ' he myeﬁ-o:)n the monks of Bec to the effect that, unless he
- | m'cmgcw be branded with the sin of disobedience, he vy
‘ ‘::htco eturn to the monastery unli! he had crossed over ¢,
‘- England and attended to their business there. Ascox‘dnngly
he set out and crossing the sea landed at Dover. From there

he came in haste to the Earl and found that he had now
recovered from his illness. But none the .less he was detained
in England for nearly five months, detained not only by the
work connected with the Abbey which he had come to set in
order but also on account of numerous other matters which,
as we have said, were a no less urgent cause of his coming.
All this time passed without anything being said or done to
him or of him about the archbishopric of Canterbury; so
much so that he himself came to feel secure from that danger
and from his old fear. Afterwards, when he wished to return
to Normandy, he was prevented from doing so as the King
refused to give his permission.
Meanw:hilc all the chief persons of the Kingdom assembled
at the King’s Court, as usual, for Christmas. There, as it
;‘i‘;’:”d.om, all the most reputable of them were found to be
the “&S.mgdsadly t°g<3t;h.er the fate of the common Mother of
bl lfc (\)/T’ gcu;xcntmg that, widpwed of her pastor, she
i Sot;:c or so long and with such unheard of op-
approach theie)i came to this determination; that they should
would pcnnitr (:t:-d the Kl!{g wi.th humble petition that he
8cnerations) pra ange as it will perhaps seem to futurc
troughoy gy © P¢ made to God in all the churches
the heart of the s athe would of his goodness put it int
Such 2 ghe g 7S (0 APPOIn to that Church a pastor
her other churcheg :]:; and 50 to relieve her and through
With one accorq ¢, from such disastrous state, When
€Y suggested this to the King, he, although
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no little incensed at their request, yet permitted what they
asked to be done, while saying that, whatever the Church
might pray for, he for his part, of that they could rest
assured, would not for anyone desist from doing just as he
pleased. On receiving this answer the Bishops, who were the
persons most concerned with such things, consulted Anselm
upon the matter and were with difficulty able by their en-
treaties to prevail upon him to settle the form and sub-
stance of the prayer to be made. He himself, an Abbot, was
most unwilling to be preferred to the Bishops in the matter
of such an ordinance. However, urgently pressed to do so,
as was recognized to be most expedient for the Church of
God, he pronounced in the hearing of them all the form of
prayer; thereupon, after expressing their admiration of
Anselm’s understanding and the grasp of his mind, the Court
being now ended, all the nobility of the realm who had come
to attend it dispersed to their own homes. So the appointed
prayers were made in all the churches of the English people.
About this time it happened that one of the Princes of the
land, when talking one day familiarly with the King, on
their talk coming round by chance to the subject, said to the
King, “We know no man of such holiness, and of this we
have sure proof, as is Anselm the Abbot of Bec. His love is
set on God alone, his desire, as is evident in all his pur-
suits, on nothing temporal.” The King said mockingly,
“No, not even the archbishopric of Canterbury!” The other
replied, “In my opinion that is the last thing he would wish,
and many others think so too.” At that the King protested
that Anselm would applaud with hands and feet and run to
embrace it, had he any confidence that he could possibly
attain it. He added, “But by the holy face at Lucca”—for
such was his customary oath—*‘at present neither he nor
anyone else shall be archbishop except myself.”” That very
moment as he said this he was smitten with a violent sickness
Which laid him low upon his bed, and becoming worse day
day very nearly brought him to his last breath. To put it
shortly, all the Princes from every part of the land assembled,
¢ bishops, the abbots and the nobles all came expecting
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ing's death, They adviseq .

nothing clse DUt thh:fol:l th% salvation of his soul, to (::;: e
man to take th‘i‘l‘lge captives, release them that wer o
prisons, let g0  fines imposed, to restore to the Chygcy,,’
remit arrears © {§ rule to & state of servitude .

v reduced under his rule to Servitude, the,
qnul th%“ appointing 0 them pastors, and most of 4)) to
l:hbijwhu rZh orCantchu ry, “The Opprfssioclll of lha? Church,»
they said, “I8 nothing less t.han the destruction of
Christianity in England, a thing most hateful,”

Now at that time, Anselm, knowing nothing of al] this,
was staying in @ manor not far from Gloucester, where th,
King lay sick. So word was sent to him to come at once ¢,
the King that he might by his presence watch over and fortify
him in his death, On receiving such a message, Ansely
promptly set out and so came to Gloucester. He entered the
King’s chamber; was asked what counsel he judged to be
most wholesome for the soul of the dying man. He ep.
quires first what advice had been given before his arrival
by those attendant on the sick man. He was told, approved,
and then said, “It is written—‘Begin to the Lord with
confession.” Accordingly it seems to me that first of all he
should make a clean confession of all the wrongs which he
knows he has committed against God and unfeignedly
promise that, if he recovers, he will set right all these things;
after that_ let hifn order to be done those things which you
lalavc advised without a moment’s delay.” This advice was
AILI;‘::& :ﬁ lit‘he task of receiving such confession laid upon
mo'l;:‘z;lclagie:asf informed wlfat Anselm had declared to be
iy hCSitationt 'I?l: thlzi salvation of his soul. Nor was .thcr;
to the heart p;'o ml.: 5 ng at once consented and, prxc}ccd
and thenceforeh s E to do all that the Abbot had advise
of dlemency and | eep his wh?le life steadfast in t.he Wazi'
makes hjs Bishojusnce' To this he pledges his faith an
sending repr“efltaptsiv surcties between himself and God,
Promise to ch:S to make in his name this his vow a8
Written oy¢ and cq % 4he alta’ A proclamation was then

¢d with the King’s seal that prisoncr

¢ boung
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whoever they were in all his dominion were to be released,
all fines irrevocably remitted, all offences heretofore com-
mitted freely pardoned and for ever blotted out of remem-
prance. Furthermore he promised to all his people good and
righteous laws, unfailing observance of rights and an
examination of wrongs committed so thorough as to deter
all others. Everywhere was rejoicing; everywhere praise to
God at these good things; fervent were the prayers offered up
for the recovery of so good, so great a king,

Meanwhile the King was urged by all good men to release
the one Mother of the whole realm from her long widow-
hood by appointing to her a pastor. To this he readily
assented, declaring that he had already been thinking of
doing so. Then arose the question, who could most worthily
fill this office. As all hung upon the nod of the King, he of his
own accord declared, and all with one voice acclaimed his
choice, that Abbot Anselm was the man most worthy of such
high office. Anselm himself was aghast at this pronounce-
ment and turned deadly pale. As he was being borne off to the
King’s bedside to receive from him the investiture of the
archbishopric by the pastoral staff, he resisted with all his
might and declared that there were many reasons which
made this quite impossible. So the Bishops took him and led
him aside from the throng, remonstrating with him in these
terms. “What are you doing? What are you thinking of?
\(g;hy are you striving to go against God? You see that all

ristianity in England has nearly died out, all has fallen
i{lto confusion; abominations of evcyry kind have arisen on all
sides, that we ourselves and the Churches of God, which we
should rule, have fallen into peril of eternal death through
the tyranny of this man and do you then, when you could
help, not deign to do so? What are you thinking of, you
extraordinary man? Where are your wits gone to? The
Churd} of Canterbury, whose oppression is the oppression
and ruin of us all, calls you, in her trouble implores you, to
be her deliverer and ours; and do you, with little regard for
her liberty, little regard too for our deliverance, refuse to
share the labours of your brethren and care only for your
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34 for th

ose?”” To all this he answereq «

i ogte m(‘l;,r clfear with me and consider, | ags::
y; afflictions are many and there i
consider, bescech you. I am already 0](‘1
orldly work. I, who cannot work for my.
dertake the work of the whole Chuygc},

" ut England? Moreover, as my conscie
.embhs‘i‘::c?s‘ r:\l'lg:?incc I%\avc been a monk I have shun:ccg
:::l):ﬁ; affuirs, mor could I ever devote myself whole.
heartedly to them since 1 am convinced that there is ip
them nothing which could make me love or take plcasurc in
them. So leave me in peace and entangle me not in business,
which I have never Joved, or no good can come of it.”” They
replied: “Have no misgivings; do you but undertake the
primacy of the Church and go before us in the way of God
declaring and instructing us what we should do and, see,
we will give you our pledge that we will not fail in follow-
ing and obeying your directions. Do you wait upon God for
us and we will manage your worldly affairs for you.”
“What you suggest,” he cried, “‘is not possible. I am Abbot
of a monastery in another Kingdom and as such have an
Archbishop to whom I owe obedience, an earthly prince to
whom I owe submission, and monks to whom I owe the
service of my counsel and my help. To all these I am so
bound that I can neither forsake my monks without their
consent, nor cast off my allegiance to my prince without his
mﬁﬂ;n, :or at the peril of my soul evade the obedic‘nce
settle all &at"’c’hb‘s}‘OP’ except he absolve me from it.”” “To
» they said, “is no hard matter; it will be €asy

e
© obtain the consent of all of them.”” He cried, “Itis no good;

what you are inten .
t on doing i ite i ible.”” Then
they dragged him to the g g is quite impossible

his obstj ck King and made known to the
d“cgd alu?;ihgacy' Thc_ King was greatly grieved and, r¢
doing? Why 4 tears, said to him, “O Anselm, what are you
Punishmen? 1{) you deliver me over to the pains of eternal
I father gng e O 1 beg you the fast friendship which

em; and thoﬂ.‘er had for you and you ever h?
¥ that friendship I beseech you not to suff

¢

need of help: But
and unfit for any w
self, how can I un
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me their son to perish in l?ody and soul alike. I am con-
vinced that I shall so perish if I end my life holding the arch-
bishopric in mY own hands. Help me then; hglp me, my
lord Father Anselm, and undertake the archbishopric, for
the ,rctaining of which I am utterly confounded and, as I
fear, shall be yet morc confounded to all eternity.” At these
wor’ds all present were greatly moved qnd, as Anselm yet
made excuse and was not even then w1111ng to undertake so
great a burden, they set upon him and with something of
indignation and dismay cast at him reproaches such as these:
«What madness has overtaken you? You trouble the King;
already troubled, you are killing him outright in that now
when he is already a dying man you do not shrink from
vexing him with your obstinacy. You must realize now that
for all the disorders, all the oppressions, all the wrongs which
will one after another befall England, you will be held re-
sponsible, if you do not today withstand them by accepting
this pastoral cure.” Finding himself in this strait Anselm
turned to the two monks who were with him, Baldwin and
Eustace, and said to them, “My brethren, why do you not
help me?”’ This he said (I protest, before God, that I am
telling the truth) being, as he used often to affirm, in such a
state of distress that, had the choice then been given him,
he would, if it might be so without transgressing the will of
God, far rather have chosen to die than to be raised to the
dignity of the archbishopric. Then Baldwin answered: “If
it is the will of God that it should be so, who are we that
we should gainsay the will of God?” His words were followed
by tears and his tears forthwith by a copious flow of blood
from .hxs nostrils, showing plainly to all from what com-
punction of heart his words and tears proceeded. On
receiving such a reply Anselm cried, “Alas, how quickly is
Y?rllr staff broken.” Then the King, perceiving that the
; orts of all of them were being spent in vain, bade them all
neel at Anselm’s feet, in the hope that possibly in that way
he might be i
e might be induced to consent. But what then? Why, when
: ﬁ?l}’rkfl}eelcd down, Anselm hir_nsclf kneeled down too and
cfused to be moved from his original decision. Growing
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v and blaming themselves for weak
. with l:jl:l‘a; :,hich they had in heeding his oh;
suﬁ'c.rmgdcu Fetch the pastoral staff, the pastora]
they CrIE% hold of his right arm they began, some dy
T‘hen ”;iz::fhis will, some pushing behind, to bring him R
him lzgn s bedside. But, when the King held out the sm&
:?him,ghc closed his hand and utterly refused to take j,
Then the Bishops tried to raise his fingers, which were
clenched tightly against his palm, tha.t EVen 8o the staff
chould be put into his hand. But when in this they had fo,
some time laboured in vain and he himself uttered groay,
of anguish for the pain which he suffered, at last they lifteq
his forefinger, which he immediately closed again, and so the
staff was placed in his closed hand and staff and hand to.
gether were pressed and held fast by the hands of the
Bishops. Then while the crowd cried, “Long live the Bishop;
long may he live”, the Bishops and clergy began with up-
lifted voices to chant the Te Deum; and so the Archbishop
elect was carried, rather than led, into the neighbouring
church, all the time resisting to the utmost of his power and
saying, “Itis a nullity, a nullity, all this that you are doing.”
When all the ritual which on such occasions it is the custom
to have performed in the church had been performed,
ﬁlr]fid;(n ir:etuhmed to thc'a King a.nd said to him, “I tell you, my
accordingi tlat you will not die of your present sickness and
i ablegtz seim'l a;lmuous you should know that you .w111 be
Archbishop. right what has now been done in makmg' me
P, for I have not consented to its ratification,

nor do I do g » Z : g ;
drew frOmhisp:l;:,;cfawng said this he turned and with-

SO AnSCl
all the n0bir1]jlql,eft the chamber escorted by the Bishops and

he said: «p, Yo?xf the.realm- Turning to them deeply moved
' do? Yoy are realize what it is that you are trying so hard
under ope yoke Ng to harness together at the plough
sheep, Ang what an untamed bull and an old and feebl¢
Untameahe g, will come of jp Why, without doubt the
shoulq pmduCery of the bull will draé the sheep which

Wool and milk and lambs, this way atnd that
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Negy in
CCtiOns,
Staff)»
“Kging

d briars; and the bull, if it do not gshake
altogether, will so tear the sheep th?,l;
furnish any of these good things, Wi

i e o If or anyone else. How so? Why,

ither to its¢ {
be of no ustchg::g}itlcssw paired the sheep with .thc bull.
you have hink of the Church as a plough according to the

You must t Ve are God’s husbandry; ye are God’s
e t}%;f:%ﬁ;h in England is drawn by two oxen out:
bmldl'ng ‘above the rest, the King and the Archbishop of
stan m]fu These two drawing the plough rule the l.ar.ld,
Cantgr hgr;an justice and sovereignty, the other by divine
glggtri?le and authority. Of these two one, Lanfranc the Arch-
bishop, has died and the other, having t.hc fury of an untame-
able bull has been set to the plough \:vhllc yetin the strcng?h
of youth. And would you harness with this untamed bull in
place of the ox that is dead me who am but an old and feeble
sheep? What I say, you understand well enough. So I
would have you consider what it is that you would join and
to what, and considering desist from what you have begun
to do. If you do not desist, I tell you now beforehand that the
King’s fury, far in excess of what you would now suppose,
will crush me, worn out by all kinds of wrongs inflicted by
him, me of whom some might else have had the wool and the
millf of 'thc word of God and lambs for his service; and so
;}::l _loyc'l ;Illi\::; r:::iclvlv lrlxlov;; fills youdas. though it gave hope of
LIt o ; h ¢ turned into sorrow and cause
s 1y togr hie,hw en they fail to find in me any of that
B \}:' dch they were :jlccus.tomed or that help for
ik s?e : }? C}c:ped. You' will gain but this, that you will
Batkilr wide i urch, which you so greatly long to deliver
et AL e herow oodr re!aps.e.agam into widowhood, and
T worg)astor 1s still living, which, whenever you see
] e state. And who b i

these evils, you wh h ut you will be blamed for
King's fur;v M © have so heedlessly joined together the
eroian my weakness? When I have been crushed and

> ot one of you who would d St
anything, then withe axe to oppose the King in
ut any doubt he will not hesitate to tram-

Ple on you (o §
4 nclines him.” As he

ough the thorns an
itt};lf ?rcc of the yoke

n whatever way his whim
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G ¢ forth and, unable to conceal hj

id thisthe :ﬂ%‘;ﬁ the assembly and withdrew to ¢
fele grichy be ng. Now all this took place in the ye
wherehewas QBRSO vas the first Sunday i
the 6th March, which was the first Sunday in Lent

ong,h on the King directed that Anselm should be inyegeg

E ﬁl that pcrta.incd to the archbishopric within &ﬁd
wEth ut, neither more nor less, and that the city of Canter.
::1 owl,xich Lanfranc in his time had held of the King 4in
mzﬁcial ownership and the Abbey of St. Albans, which not
only Lanfranc but his predecessors also are known to haye
held, should for the redemption of the King’s soul pass in
the absolute ownership of the Church of Christ at Canter.
bury to hold as of right for ever,

After this, by direction of the King Anselm began to
reside in the manors belonging to the archbishopric; and the
venerable Gundulf, Bishop of Rochester, lived with him
and saw to it that from these manors all necessaries for his
maintenance were supplied.

Meanwhile messengers were despatched by the King to
Normandy with letters to the Duke, to the Archbishop of
Rouen and to the monks of Bec to procure that they, so far as
they were severally concerned, should all of them give their
consent to what had been done in England with regard to the
Abbqt of Bec. But what happened? Why, repeated attempts
;):s:hfs zrt did not at first prevail with them at all. But at
o rl:asoc 0;3"“18 of God, overborne by persistent reasoning
By co:: ¢ persistence, they consented to what had been
P i;;mrtl)g Anselm. being completed; and, to Rrevent
Tt (g>bc :i:i urden so imposed, they laid it upon him as
these, all i ot;ncc. So they each wrote separate letters and
despatcheq by n: and the same consenting strain, were
all these | will j cssenger to A_nselm and to the King. of
this one the punsert one in this slight work of mine; from
Apparent, L et itrg:::r,: {,’f all the others will be sufficiently

¢ this letter which follows:
Brother William . X
Im, Gog’s bless’inlg\r:!ilcll) :)Sl}ll;?, to his lord and friend

]lcart.
¢ place
ar A-D.
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i ings which the King has asked of me
Touc}'l:;ng;;f s;ntcliu o% which you yourself have written
conccmi Eave as was but right in so weighty a matter,
4 n:lc, ed untii now long and deeply and have sought the
iy crof my friends and yours. They would have w1shgd,
ad‘(,l"i:f been possible, both to have you ever present with
h}? as of old and at the same time to do nothing con-
e to the will of God. But, since it has come to this, that
t{;ar)c, wishes cannot both be fulfilled, we as in duty bound
v cts God’s will before our own and submit our will to his;
sou in the name of God and of Saint Peter and of gll my
friends and yours, who after God love you, I bid you
accept the pastoral cure of the Church of Canterbury and
consecration at the hands of the Bishops according to the
usage of the Church and thenceforth to watch over the
safety of your sheep, thus, as we believe, committed by
God to your care. Farewell, my heart.

This letter and others addressed to Anselm were delivered

to him before those for the King were delivered to him.
Meanwhile, as Anselm had foretold, the King recovered
from his illness. Whereupon all the good things which
when he was ill he had directed to be done, he promptly
undid and declared them to be null and void. Any prisoners
who had not yet been released he ordered to be guarded
more strictly than ever, those already released, if they
could be caught, were to be thrown again into prison, old
fines, already once remitted, to be exacted afresh, suits and
charges to be reinstated as they were before and to be dealt
w1th.anc.l tried by judges whose concern was more to sub-
‘t’}‘:"t Justice than to guard or defend it with a view rather to
mgn?})'p:;:tsrllox:oofh teht:: o}:-:f;:isz vic;ims and thede?ttortion of
o el { tion of any wrongdoing. There
A e cvastating misery and such miserable devasta-
memberslif out the whgle kingdom that anyone who re-
seen its like .Cagnot, I think, remember ever before to have
done befo lﬁi ngland. Every evil deed which the King had
which herfii ds llilncss seemed good compared with the evils
Wish (o know WV;I1 en restored to health. And should any
at 1t was that gave rise to such a flood of
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¢his they can judge from an answer which the Kin

‘Vudeed.:ie w%lﬂldulf’ Bishop of Rochester. That Bishog

‘lmeo!:e day after the King's recovery in friendly conyy,,

! him to be in all ways more careful
“uordi‘lll?::‘he Will of God. To this the King’s answe
:ccothe holy face at Lucea you may !)c sure, Bishoy
God will never find me bccq{llc ‘KOO(! In return for the eyj)
he has done (0 me.” Of the King’s doings such brief account
must suffice for the present; nncl' now my chronicle myg
return to the intended course of its story,

When then, as we have already mentioned, Anselm haq
received the letters sent to him from Normandy, and the
King after an interview at Dover with Robert, Count of
Flanders, had come to Rochester, where Anselm then was
Anselm took the King aside to a place where they could bc’
alone and said to him: “My Lord King, my mind hangs still
in doubt, which course I should take, whether I should con-
sent to undertake the archbishopric or whether I should not.
But, in case on further consideration I should be led to under-
take it, I wish briefly to make known to you beforehand the
treatment which I would have you accord me. I ask that all
;:1; :alr)xcds wl:ch the Church of Canterbury, over which I
Lanfranzn T‘ gslzcn to rule, held in the time of Archbishop
s a: s essed memory you restore to that Chufch
e Churci t:llltdotx)‘e controversy; as for other lands, which
e :h 2 fore his time but had lost and has not
sight i o jiu dia : respect of these you agree to grant me
all thingy thgy ?t I hearing, Furthermox-'c_l :ask that 1n
acoept my advil::cg Ba;? to God and to Christianity you will

ling to hold s ore that of anyone else and, as I am

You as my earthly lord and protector, 50 yoU

should ho)
soul, T, 0 me ag your spiritual father and guardian of your

+ Then ¢, !
00:0f the Bishop of Rome, Urban, whom yo!

tized and mn°_¢°gmzcd as Pope, him I have already recog:

tiny :
due obedience a ;to recognize and to him I mean to Yicl
ow to prevcmn submission, I give you warning of this
coount in gh f:xt?r occasion of quarrel arising on tha!
¢ Now on these matters declare,

0 live
T Wag,
), that

11 and intention, that knowing this I may
beg you, le::];v :‘l;lh;a;t course I should take.” Thereupon the
see mof"="cd in William, Bishop of Durham, and Robert,
s caf‘Mcul:m and told Anselm to repeat in their presence
Couﬂth‘z had sai(’l. He did as he was commanded, and the
wl.mt on their advice gave him this answer: “The lands of
ﬁ?gh the Church in fact had seisin in Lanfranc’s time I
will restore to you just as they were l.hcn'; but as to those
which the Church did not hold in hlsf time I am not at
present prepared to make any bargain with you. Howm'/cr, in
these and other matters I will trust you as I should.” These
were the King’s final words; and so they parted.

A few days after this the King too received letters giving
the consent which, as we mentioned above, he had asked of
the Normans concerning Anselm. Thereupon coming to his
manor at Windsor he both personally and by his men pressed
Anselm not to persist any longer in refusing to be made
Archbishop inasmuch as the choice of him was the choice of
the whole kingdom. At the same time the King pressed
Anselm to give up out of love for him claim to those lands of
tl.ze Churcl.x which the King, after the death of Lanfranc, had
gl}:lt‘;l to hls men to be.h?ld by thcm'by hereditary right for
ye: h:";‘:;e- But, l:inwﬂlmg to despoﬂ. the Church, which as
Sl n:::t en tow?tidw“h anything at all, Anselm re-
i gns !t'I}::asr o yield up these lands as he was asked to
King. So the ste sv:m?r}?se . quarx:el betw?en § o ditiee
ey arclll)bishoc were previously being taken to have
ahevatice At thisAns}; were suspended and remained in

elm rejoiced greatly, hoping that by the

Ercl?cese? C(;;fo t(:xcﬂil:z::iould afford the opportunity of his being
ready on r en of any preferment at all. He had al-

eceiving the release above- i
s th se above mentioned returned to
Beo w;il;;s;?;l ;::ﬁ ahrixsd with it the charge of the Church of
rejoiced to fing th:t responsibility as its Abbot; now he
4 of the Ch
¢Piscopal office,
But whep,

by refusing to gi
give away wrongfull
urch he had escaped the burdin o};‘

after no little time had passed, the King could
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general outcry ofdc;mplaim at the

Ao the churches, he summone nselm to Wi
mxnl;oﬂw;im s wcmbIY‘Of the nobles had been c(;::_
chcmtd ’nn J with many tempting promises of good things anq
vened, likely to be of benefit to the Church of God he urgeqd
things ¢ the primacy of the Church of the Engligh

g cee i ;
hu;‘plt: ajld s}()) urging prevailed on him to do so. So Ansejp,

was inducted after the manner and precedent of his predeces.
sor and for the tenure of his land was made ‘thc King’s
man and was bidden, as Lanfranc had been in his day,
o0 be scised of the whole of the lands of the archbishopric,

After this Anselm came to Canterbury on the asth
September [1093] where he was received with boundless
enthusiasm on the part of the monks, the clergy and all the
populace. Escorted with great pomp, he ascended the
Archbishop's throne to rule the Church of God.

On that same day there came to Canterbury from the
King one Ranulf, a principal officer for executing the will
of the King. Paying not the slightest regard to any con-
siderations of piety or of restraint, he on that very day insti-
tuted a suit against Anselm. Full of insolence and self im-
portance he had no compunction in disturbing the great
rejoicing of the Church. This proceeding wounded deeply the
hearts of all, distressed and exceedingly indignant that so
great a wrong should be done to so great a man; that he
should. not be permitted to pass even the first day of his prefer-
aif;tdm peace. What added to their indignation no little
— r:Il,dwas the fact t.hat the matter with which the suit was
doith .~ 4ed to rights ecclesiastical and had nothing (0

the jurisdiction of the King’s court. So at that time 2

most cruel blow was inflicted upon the men of the Church of

Can :
Was t:;gg]rz.tm this Anselm was grieved beyond measure but
things (o co0 oppose the King. Inferring from things presen!
Suflr many aiepzed that as Archbishop he would
Ttered upon 5 Ctions, and foretold that it would be so. As'hc
he haq pq pre:;liew form of: service to God, and one of whic
A and pre OUs experience, like Solomon he gtood 11
Pared his soul for trial, knowing that @
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st needs suffer tribulation.
ecration was close

d all the Bishops

i ist mu
odly in Chris
n the tirync for Anselm’s cons
e

Thomas, )
d came according to prece

2 rcvcr(')cm‘jc ’;?;cljirszllmtgps, those of Worcester

G k[clptg :;w./ay by infirmity and were unable

and Exetel & the consecration; but these sent messengers

to take part g::claring that though absent they.would in

:}vui-thag:tgzr;rcscnt in the presence of their fellow Bishops and
S

ing to 1t. . i
consenting ¢ wfore the interrogation of the Archbishop

b
clel:rt\’*‘lﬂa}llsl?clin, Bishop of Winchester, at the request of

; . of London, whose part it is to do this, read
:/:::rr(;fg,gfi;s}:ﬁs custom of the Church the writ of election,
at the very first sentence Thomas'of York took great offence
and objected that it was not rightly wqrded. 'VV_hen the
Bishop read out “My brethren and fellow-bishops, it is known
to you all how long a time it is since through the happening
of divers events this Church of Canterbury of the whole of
Britain metropolitan, hath been widowed of her pastor,” at
once Thomas interrupted exclaiming, “Of the whole of
Britain metropolitan! If of the whole of Britain metropolitan,
:ﬁﬁ the Church of York, which is well known to be metro-

an, 1s not metropolitan. We know that the Church of

Soal:ltt:; b,‘,lro)’: l?:atrl;z wl;:;:e of Britain p.rimate but not metro-

Wikl g this they recognized that what he said
ounded. Thereupon the wordi f th

Was at once altered and instead of i

metropolitan” wag waitcs o Oe? of “Of the whole of Britain

t.he whole of Britain primate”;

at hand
of Engla'n
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me for all things were no
And ﬁl:zk after his consecration, Anselm left Cantcri)u
Aw to the King's court for Christmas, which wagq th
and came 4, On arriving there he was welcomed g o
close at hans bility of the realm,  © oY
he King and by all the nobility ie realm,

bNow at that time the King was exerting all his effor,
o wrest Normandy from his brother Robert and
spending on this project money collected from every Possible
source without stint or measure; so much so that he was even
reduced to some straits which it seemed unfitting that the
King's majesty should suffer. {\cco_rdmgly the new Arch.
bishop, at the instigation of his friends, offered the King
five hundred pounds of silver, trusting his own hopes and the
assurances of others that by so doing he would secure for
good the King’s favour and would have in him a patron
ever ready to give thought to the things of God. He hoped
moreover that he would thus gain for the possessions of the
Church within and without peace and the King’s protection
against all adversaries, At first the King, when he heard of
such an offer, said “Good!” fully approving of the gift
but, as so often happens, certain ill-disposed persons suc-
ceeded in persuading the King to treat the sum offered with
contempt and to refuse to accept it. ““You,” they said, “have
h°}‘°“f¢d, enriched, and exalted him above all the other
g:;“clgs of England; and now when considering your need he
poul;dsgwc two thousand or to say the least one thousand
s ohass ;a th?nk-oﬂ'cnng for your munificence, does he
litle ap, d assme ul, only five hundred? Hold your 'haﬂd Z
you will e u‘:me a look of displeasure towards him an

¢ that he will be frightened just as others arc and

t .

ﬁ(:/en;lg:u:irygur favour will be only too glad to add to the
the King vc/askilei L 9&“ as many pounds again.” Indee
those oy mself in the habit of treating in this way all

rwh )
Sum of monc;:), mheruled, When anyone of them offered him 2

the 5 €ven were it purely from motives of goodwi
r@mtcdm;u"gtﬁl not COH&spondywith the King’s wishes, he
contempt and refused to admit the offere’

4

i d
) i ¢ increase his prpﬂcrc

his friendship it he L n: And those ill-dl”,P‘”'cfi
gift up Anse be f‘righte.ncd in tl;:s
ns S“PPOSCd ok isfy the wishes of the

¢ moved to satist’ :
o unt. But their own wickedness

t the Kin refused the
Dftet toﬂ‘g:;el}rx?rrf.h ?—Ic was astgonishcd, and
g xiously whether such a message
from him or not. On learning that it did, htf
¢ begged him not 1;.0 act in thxst vvvvz;.ly; tsaiy;r:)%\.,
« I pray you, refuse to accep!
oge(:r I;’(:)t\; If{z 1;;3; inlx)mg,dl};tc ne-cd. Though it be the -ﬁrsIt
gift from your Archbishop, it will not be the last. It is,
assure you, better for you, yes and more honourz}ble, to
receive from me little and often, given as the free gifts of a
friend, rather than to take from me much all at once by
force and extortion, treating me as if I were a slave. Grant
me freedom and friendship and you can have me and all that
is mine at your service; but, treat me as a slave, and you
will have neither me nor mine.” At this the King, in-
ce?ﬁscd, ;aid angxﬂ&; “ngp mrlgoods to yourself; mine shall
suffice for me. 2 So elm rose up and went out
e e ou e
upon his See had been reg.g th:t ﬁrsastsadayf S ey
“No man can serve tw, np ge from the gospel,

0 masters.” And all the more gladly

recovering himself he cried: :
has of Hig mercy k:;tnre:c. Blessed be Almighty God, who

o free of any ill repute. Had
undgum%u;ﬁ .;m-l};g:::llgc this pregent whiI::h I o?'fcrgclle
and there are :
e thot;g(l:ﬁ t:?sit it had been promised be;‘g::l?a:lzlc:;
g sl opric and was now being paid under

: gift. But
pretent which I had set agic ‘;:rwt,h:vilgt am I to do? The

really came
then and ther

my fervent prayern - Protect me
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m sent to the I;lng alllccli uk:‘d for the

vour, but because he would not double (b,
:ﬁb‘?‘? quit; unsuccessful in obtaining it. So ¢h,
money, Festival being now concluded, he withdrew frop,
i all the more intent on using thc. present which he
:fdc:l‘;g'fd o the King, as he had determined to do, for the

y ist’s poor.
rehszfo ‘:\rgﬂh: thgl:oAmclm moved to a manor of his nameq

ere dedicated a church which Lanfranc him.
Hﬁ'r lr:\‘; ;E?Itﬁl;ut had not lived to consecrate. While he was
:lcmc for this dedication there came two Canons of St,
Paul’s sent by the Bishop of Londor.m with. a l_cttcr from the
Bishop begging Anselm to defer this dc(%lcatlon until they
had met and discussed the matter. The Bishop claimed that
this church was in his diocese and therefore, although it was
stuate in territory belonging to the Archbishop, the right
to dedicate it was his. On receiving this message, however,
Anselm, knowing the long established custom of his predeces-
sors, held that he ought not for any such request to put off
this dedication; nor did he do so. Undoubtedly the practice
and custom of the Archbishops of Canterbury had been from
ancient times and still is that in territories belonging to them,
no matter in what part of England they may be, no Bishop
has any jurisdiction except themselves; there all things,
temporal and spiritual alike, are solely at their disposal,
Just as in their own diocese. Nonetheless, anxious not to
wrong anyone by even seeming to exercise this authority
arbitrarily, Anselm afterwards took care to have diligent
search made to investigate the certainty of this cus-
:_3;;1, 50 tha.t, if it should be shown that it had not been
ﬁmz;:tabhshcd, he should abstain from adopting it in

At that time Waulfstan of blessed memory, Bishop of
J ’ p

@ n:i::mi whom we have mentioned above, »?ars still living,

2 o oy Survivor of the old Fathers of the English people,

knowlcdmmc;n in all the religious life and unrivalled in bis

8¢ of the ancient customs of England. Accordingly

em consulted him upon this matter and asked him to t¢
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him the plain trut
wrote to

h. This Wulfstan undertook to do and

Anselm as follows:

most reverend and most blessed Archbishop
xalted by virtue both of sanctity of life and of
the dignity of the chiefest See, Wulfstan, least of the
gervants of God, all unworthy, Bishop of the Church of
Worcester, sends the submission of his prayers and his

i al services.
lo‘@r:,ilo{‘y’isdom is well aware of the hardships and op-
pressions to which day after day the holy Church is
subjected, while evil men oppress her and the very persons
who should have guarded her are themselves instigators
of such evils. To re el these adversaries and against all
such to defend the holy Church has your Holiness been
get in the highest place. Therefore do not hesitate, do not
be abashed by any fear of the secular power, nor turned
aside by any favour but undertake boldly and what you
have undertaken with God’s help bring to completion;
withstand opponents, restrain the oppressors and against
all such defend our holy Mother.

Of those matters whereof your dignity has deigned to
write to us and to ask the counsel of our littleness, we will
tell you all that we can recall. This question, on which
advice is sought, we have never heard actually debated
because there has never at any time been any who would
wish to deprive the Archbishop of Canterbury of this
:sg:; or (;o Pre:/ii:nt his openly dedicating all such churches
fag fi?ocmltt;l y his. Indeed there are to be found in our
M l;sgh tars, gn(cil even one c}}urch which I could
ofym;r Excelle‘:crc' edicated by Stigand, a predecessor

abin €nce, in our own time and in the time of our
predecessor without our being consulted and without our
4 thgta:h};s protest either before or after, knowing as we
Kilor: i ﬂ\lﬂas the peculiar right of that metropolitan
it by,right ofgse vircx:e in manors which he had acquired
el me j{:ﬁgsxasucal succession but by gift of the
Hoard O?Othis - ough then we have certainly never
scision or of :}tlter having been submitted to judicial
decided in the Arehl?ght having ever been judicially
o have been dq c&elsho s favour, yet what we know
ne freely by the Archbishop in our own

To the
Anselm, ¢
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eve he can do in the dioceses of oth
dicesey e D hod now having given you all the
Bl’hopt;on which our memory or our knowlgdgc can
i we must leave it to your wisdom to consider why,

mlsctl‘be done. We bid your Fatherhood farewell and ask
b

your prayers 0n our DEAAT:

Upheld by this testimony and that of many others, whopy,
tedious to enumerate, Ansf:lm thenceforth followeq
¢ the practice of his predecessors, not only
consecrating churches without consulting the bishops but als
dispensing personally or by his representatives all sacred
offices throughout the whole of his territories.

Some few days after this at the King’s command pretty
well all the Bishops and the princes of England assembled
at Hastings to give their support and blessing to the King,
as he was intending to cross over to Normandy. Father
Anselm came too, anxious by his prayers to protect the King
to the utmost of his power and to bring him safely through
the perils of the sea. There at Hastings the King and the
princes were delayed for more than a whole month, as a
contrary wind prevented the King from crossing. During
that time of waiting Anselm consecrated Robert to rule the
Church of .Lincoln, being assisted in this office, which was
performed in the Church of St. Mary, Mother of God, in the
city of Hastings, by seven of his suffragan bishops. In con-
nection with this consecration some of the bishops and
ir:slcclcs tried to raise a purely vexatious complaint against
condi;ri:; r’;ﬁmta_lmng that h'c .should consecrate the bishop un-
OfObcdicncey }}'xhthout requiring of him the regular profession
of vight sk ¢y made this attack without any foundation

gut solcly for the reason that they supposed that by
prOVOklng trouble for Ansel h ey PP s A
satisfaction to the Kin kxf o e (s sofnh
we have already m 8 knowing that for the reason whic

im. But Ansepy, cnltxli(ImCd he was no little stirred against
Tesentment a¢ thécw ¢ not conceiving in his mind any
refused abgofygel attacks and remaining quite unruffled,
bishop with Y 10 give in to them or to consecrate the

out first receiving from hi : :
m him his profession ©
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it were
without scrupl

i i heard
{usi bedience. The King too, when he

,ubnusslonb?:;::); t\:ﬂcrc plotting, declared that, whatever
what £te h the Archbishop he would never on that

it
uarrel htilg:,da‘;'; one to deprive his Mother, the Church of

of any of her sovereignty.
Now at this time it was the fashion for nearly all the young

to grow their hair long like girls; then, with
mcll(l °f$f£;u£d, gglancing about them and winking in un-
l:)cdls vz‘ashion, they would daily walk abroad with delicate
gte syand mincing gait. Accordingly Father Anselm made
:hcgc things the subject of his sermon delivered at the
beginning of Lent in the presence of the people who flocked
to his mass and to the sprinkling of the ashes. By so doing
he brought a great number of them to repentance with the
result that they cut their hair short and adopted again such
bearing as becomes a man. Those whom he could not recall
from this degradation he suspended from reception of the
ashes and from the blessing of his absolution.

In all such cases, as in the incident just mentioned, it was
Anselm’s way to act freely but at the same time discreetly,
keeping ever before his eyes regard for nothing but what was
just and right. In this spirit he set himself most earnestly to
:;c how he could provoke the King to the service of God and
toethntr:a;git::nancchof Justice. Accordi.ng.ly he came one d?.y
- 8, as he often dlc:l, and sitting down beside him
defmn (:;n\;ersatxon by saying, “You have, my Lord King,
s 0 cross the sea and to subdue Normand

ese and other projects u hi 4
S 1] pon which you have set your
8 ay turn out prosperously, as you would wish, I
. :8&08\1 first c(l)f all to give help and guidance to secure tl,lat
gforls: of om of yours Christianity, which among th

of the inhabitants has al i iy
may be restored 1o o most entirely died out,
“What help? What .alghtfu’l, place.” The King replied,
g0l 4oy will thagtué ance.? Anselm answered: “Com-

B fevived ;.hat ouncils suc_h as were held in the old
when brought > 1% Wrongs committed be brought to light,

¢ examined, when examined
%0 censured be checked. No general Co:rcxcilt;ef
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’ en held in England since you b
Bx_shoping:'ri;f::::d years before that. In cyonseqc:::,::
: bls there has been a wide-spread outbreak of crimeq
o or want of anyone to prune them back have throyg},
wvlsch & grown (0 all too exuberant strength.” The Kiﬁ
e i “f,?gcwﬂl deal with these things when I think fit, not agt
mm" leasure but at mine. I will consider all that at some
z:hcrptimc-" And he added mockingly, “But you, what
would you speak about in such a Council?”’ To this Anselm
replied: “That most shameful crime of sod.omy, not to speak
of illicit marriages between persons of kindred blood and
other wicked dealings in things abominable, that crime, I
say, of sodomy, but lately spread abroad in this land, has
already borne fruit all too abundantly and has with its
abomination defiled many. If it be not speedily met with
sentence of stern judgment coming from you and by rigorous
discipline on the part of the Church, the whole land will,
I declare, become little better than Sodom itself. I beseech
you, let us two make a united effort, you with your power as
King, I with my authority as archbishop, to establish some
decree against it such that, when it is published up and down
the land, even the hearing of it will make everyone that is
addicted_ to such practices tremble and be dismayed.”
These things found no home in the heart of the King and he
made but brief answer saying, “What good would that do
for you?” “If not for me,” said Anselm, “it should, I trust,
do so for God anc} for you.” “Enough,” said the King, “say
:g more ab9ut it” So Anselm fell silent; but presently
dressed himself to other matters and said: “There is
another matter to which I would have you give serious con-
fideration and doing 5o extend a helping hand as on such
consideration shal] see LA NEPIRE DONC 5 d
very many Abbeys | eﬂ{} expedient. There are in this lanf
this the monks e airin t of their pastors. In consequence 0
selves up to the s g the rule of their order, give them-
s life unconfesseq “i'lcs of the world and then pass from
to look diligently jn¢, t;ime you, beseech you, warn yotb
importance, and to apnai.. which is a matter of the gravest
Ppoint to these Abbeys Abbots accord-
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o T

. onasteries afld
est in destroying thch?ch God forbid)

: tion (W
bring d.amna 1d <no longer restrain

$ fGOd, 1

onks you 5
r';ﬁ,, Then the Kl_ng cou , “What business 18

upo your:l gly roused 8 : do as you
and greatly ¢ mine? You do as ¥
i i r:;)tartn}:icsl[:‘a}ﬁ)?;t I do as I like with m();
1 “‘r‘é lied, “They are yours to defend aI“
heir gltro}:l; bixt not yours (O assau}(ti o8 tI(? i:}'
guard a&]c‘ imow that they are God’s to Provs e a living
waste.

5 vide the means for carrying
for his ministers, not to pro You have surely manors and
campaigns and wars. ; I
gl h from which you can plentifully supp’y
reyesues RN s | to the Churches what 1s
+ needs. Leave, if you pleasc, 19 - SR
Yo be quite sure,” said the King, ‘“that all
theirs.” “You can be q ’ de-
ing is utterly repugnant to me. Your prede
that you are saying ; :
cessor would never have dared to say such things to my father;
and I will do nothing for you.” Then Anselm realized that he
was casting his words to the wind, so he rose up and de-
parted.

Anselm recognized that in such answers as these the
King’s old enmity against him must be to some extent still
at work and, considering that while the mind of the King
was thus set against him there was no possibility of his
estates being allowed to c'njoy peace, in order to benefit those
?ntl?tte: ar(l;i;t the same time to be himself more free to bear

0 : :
King' favo&rashhe wc:iuld if he had the protection of the
el o Mo humble petition to the King to

him unconditionally to his friendshi : 2
through the Bishops and said to th s This he did
ask him to say wh, h 0 them, “If he refuses to do S0,

Iyamyrea:isotrcfuses; aod, if I have done him

was reported to the Kz’ ° make amends.” This message
fault to fing i e bﬁ% and he answered, “I have no
; Put nonetheless I will not grant him

0 not hear why I 33
il y I should.” Wh

What that ;l:u to the‘ Archbishop he was cil e
Cing reused 1 1y e:hmh' ‘because he did not lfi:rp”exed
the bops, ‘4, 5 to his petition, “This mysteryal;’ s:.lils

lain i
¢nough, Why, if You would have his
51
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5

¢ give him plentifully of your money,
o o mufs&rgd him five hundred pounds of silvc);; ‘t],::t

0 3
;ccz::slz t}l'::: seemed to him too’lmle, he refused to accept it
NcocW if you will take our advice, and do as we do in Jj,

case, this 18 what we recommend you to dg. Givc. the King
hat five llundrCfl pounds‘ now at f)ncc, and promise him a4
much again, which you will take from your men, and we are
sure that he will then both restore to you his f_‘l‘lcndship and
also let your estates enjoy peace as you would wish them to do,
We cannot see any other way of SIcape: for you nor have we
ourselves any other when caught in like straits,” Anselm,
realizing at once how the result of adopting this course
would recoil upon himself, said, “God forbid that I should
take that way of escape. When, as you tell me, he makes no
complaint against me of any wrong done and yet is so
angered against me that he cannot be appeased except at
the price of a thousand pounds of silver, why, if now, when
but recently made Bishop, I were to appease him with
this present, it might well happen that this very precedent
would lead to his being similarly angered another time in
order to be again appeased with a like offering. There is
this too; my men since the death of my predecessor, Lan-
franc of revered memory, have been robbed and stripped
and s.hould I, finding them unclothed, when as yet I have
contributed nothing to reclothe them strip them bare, or
ll’)alhkcsr; being already stripped, flay the very skin off their
; }?;uh.i 3123/ forbid. And God forbid no less this too, that I
o I}Jl)t'alct of mine that my Lord’s love is a thing that
Lidsiton sguch di(:we him fidelity and honour and should
1 disgrace as to buy his favour with some
Poor paltry coins like a horse > W I so to
buy his ove, T chould afver tigt- st gt 2t ot co ch 20
Pricethat had beos er that value it at just so much as the
the grandeur of 4 t%lﬁven forit. Far be it from me to measure
price. Rather implor, nii% great at some trifling purchase
ably as Archhigho Cf m to love me freely and honour-
o1 my side &iﬁ Ca.nterbur): and his spiritual father
that is mine g b, spare no pains to give myself and
service and to his will as I should.”
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se to give him at any r(zltt,(:
prcviously offered.

en those five
he would not take
already
d to

will not refu
nds which you

'd, “Sul‘Cl}' you
five hund.l‘ o ‘I‘)IOl\lNill not Now give him ev

“No,” g" ’cprlﬁ:l’ red them, S
dred PO f the money 1 I
?l:lcl:n; and Swfolz;:;tp(:)or." All this was rcponcf
given, 2% pd he told them to take back t}}ls mcssag}f rodm
the King :mI wyesterday 1 hated him with great atrcb,
bl LAY m};im with yet greater hatred and hc.can e
) : :attctomorrow and thereafter I shall hate him con-
it rHae z"h ever fiercer and more bitter hatred. I utterly
tinpaly s longer as father or Archbishop; as

ard him any .
:;f;:?sc l:;)csrsti:ggs and his prayers, 1 do utterl.y abominate them
and spew them from me. Tell him to go his own way and no

longer wait to give me his blessing when I set sail to cross the

a.” .

e Accordingly we departed hastily from the Court, leaving
the King to his own will. He did indeed cross over to
Normandy and expended an immense amount of money;
but he utterly failed to subdue it. So with his purpose un-
accomplished he returned to England.

Shortly afterwards when the King was residing at Gilling-
ham, a manor some three miles from Shaftesbury, Anselm
;ame to hl{m there and intimated to him his wish to go to the

(6} L] . .
KixP;; :‘;i 3 ?%?::;l _P'fltllt;lon for his pallium. Wpereupon the
B t};at ik lg ope do you wish to ask it?”’ For there
called Popes of R:)ml;:sc: hlt was reported in England, two so-
» these two being rivals of one another,

;?sdot\t: gﬁzﬁ of %;)d divided between them, each having
Odo, had bes % ¢se two were Urban, who, then called

ishop of Ostia

e na : » and Clement

; Put:ni%:m;bert had been Archbishop of Ill{;v‘::x(:aur'ﬁlci:

ot to speak ofy Ytt;lars so affected the Church in En .la d
Gregor;:) 0?‘ Parts of the world, that frogn rtlht;

Hildebyran d revered memory (previously called

) that Ch
o this time submit

When I offe



Anselm, being a Norman Abbot, 1,

Ttaly ‘_“fd f\i?nng’mpc and, being himself a man of Wo:ltﬂ
1o reputation and very great authority, had receiyeq
wide reputati and had addressed his own to him ag

him
lcttimim}::swr of the Holy Church. So, when asked by ¢,
;g:xg of which Pope he intended to petition for the ekt

0 wear the pallium, he answered, “Of Ul‘bﬂn:" On hearing
this the King said that he had not yet rccogmzc(! Ul‘_bzm as
Pope and that it had not so far bcgn customary in his time
or his father’s for anyone to nomnqatc a Pope within the
realm of England except with the King’s leave or in accord-
ance with his choice, and that if anyone would rob him of
this prerogative, it were as good as seeking to take from him
his crown. At this Anselm was astonished and reminded the
King of the conversation which we related above, how that
before he consented to be made Archbishop he had told
him at Rochester that he himself, while Abbot of Bec, had
recognized Urban as Pope and was not willing to depart in
any way from obedience and submission to him. Hearing
this the King, goaded to anger, protested that Anselm could
not possibly keep at the same time both the allegiance
which he owed to the King and obedience to the Apostolic
Scc. ag.ai.nst the King’s will. Thereupon Anselm, while
maintaining the determination which he had already ex-
pressly declared with reference to submission and obedience
:ﬁi:hc Church at Rome, with a view to the investigation of
- th(iul?'u}fn asked for a truce in order that at an assembly
i (‘:50 n‘:PS, Abbots and all the Princes of the realm the
et whe:hmus of opinion should be obtained and it be so
serving rcvcrcrexr Wl WEReP ossible for him, ‘.Nhllc ixbi
e tC(;:kand obedience to the Apostolic Se:, 5

he said, “it should ';:P allegiance to an earthly king. If,
both, I would. ragh ¢ proved that it were impossible to do
fr_om your kinngmir’ -Il confess, dcpart and absent myself
oW for 4 gingle 'l:“ you recognize Urban as Pope than
€ar.” 80 2. ryce our obedience to St. Peter and his
(1095 by author “;f‘s granted and on the 11th March
% of the King the nobility of pretty well
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e w}'wlco;(tlhif question.

day in
| Council was accordingly held on that Sunday

“the day
i from the first hour of the .

u R'o; klll"t\znilciz':xns(‘?cr:'(cltly busied themselves w.cz;.lvmg
iyl oAnsclm. But Anselm called the Bishops,
Sk inces to come to him from the King’s
i hem and a great company
were in attendance said to

d laity that
a mon‘]‘(;;fdg;gh?:n, Sorzls of the Church of God, for so I
thflmzill yo)llx who are assembled here in the name of the
ca

; i ich you

nvene
laltagllietybfl‘:: h(:l)p of your considered opinion. Any of you who
have not yet been fully informc':d‘what that question 1s,
please listen while I briefly explain it. There has been some
discussion between our Lord the King and myself which
seems toO give'rise to a specific disagreement. For, when
recently I asked his leave to go to Urban, the Primate of the
Apostolic See, to receive my pallium according to the custom
of my predecessors, he said that he had not yet recognized
this Urban as Pope and therefore he did not wish me to be
Tf any haste to go to him for th.at purpose. ‘Why,’ he said
m;noxﬁyell:;nﬁflguzlo; rcc}c:g'mze as Ptoﬁ)c this Urban or
1 _ y choice or au ority, or, having
;;C:’hg;“:neggl{l:;::,ed?hsa: hold to him, you are acting in. breach
A0S T o Y;:u owe to me and in so doing you
g than if you tried to take from me my

ggwlgihzgo}:,u ::llan be sure that you shall have no share in

il at my wi:h cs.}I am satisfied by open avowal that you
Urban who js nq reluse all submission of obedience to this
say this. I was, avsv ;23‘;:13t10n.’ I was astonished to hear him
living by (e OW, an Abbot in another kingdom
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1 to take thought for his Mother and yours, that
gi?Church of Canterbury, and to appoint an archb‘i’s:hfor
before his death: What then? Why, he took your advice aﬁg
it pleased him and you to choose me for this work. T oppoy

ijght intent on escaping the primacy; b(l:ﬁ

5 it with all my mugh :
you would not have it s0. Besides much else I declared openly

that 1 had already recognized as Pope this Urban ab
whom this complaint is now made against me and th'uOUt
long as he lived I would not for a single hour depart f‘ 2
submission to him. At that time there was no one to e
word against me on that account. But what ha say?
Why, you seized hold of me and compelled me tg) %cn; :
take the burden of you all, me who weak and w g
body was scarce able to carry myself. In so doinom 5
thought perhaps to do me service as I would wish. B gt }? i
much I desired it, how far I prized it, how muc}; ;1 e
I took in it, to speak of this now ind e
! 2 eed, when it can do
no good, is I reckon quite useless. But lest anyone
knowing my conscience in this matter should be off cll1 i
in me, I protest (I speak the truth) th A .
it : uth) that, were it not for
tﬁcﬂ:lllszfon tlc: the Will of God, I should that day, if offered
7 t:cccf, urz\::i t;llliosen to be thrown upon a blazing pyre
o€ e archbish0pri:e ;‘;tthcr than to be raised to the dignity
dotkie i mysialft seeing the importunity of your
which you laid upon m 0l you and undertook the burden
help, which yor, then ¢ relying upon .the expectation of your
time is come when tth!‘Omxsed to give me. Now then the
you to lighten my burd°PP°rtUI}1ty has presented itself for
advice. To obtain th en by giving me the help of your
the day on which th at advice I asked for a truce from
spoken to me untilosc words to which I have referred were
together and with o today in order that you should meet
Or me, whilst ret ne accord examine whether it be possible
obedi aning allegi .
ence to the A, allegiance to the King, to keep
0 it was grangeq o oLC See- I asked, I fo ¢
e ted; and now , I say, for a truc
, all of by the grace of God you ar¢
Yyou, but most of d
PS, I pray and char of all my brethren an
ge you that you first look
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hen after the most careful

ter and t
hould, advice on which 1

ently into this mat
. don .Vc me
wngdera gt e itting any breach of the

he Pope, I may at the same time not
allegiance which I owe to my lord the

King. To me¢ it is a terrible thing to show disrespect to and

disown the Vicar of St. Peter; a terrible thing, too, to trans-
ress the allegiance which under God I have promised to
terrible most of all to be told that it

maintain to the King;
will be impossible for me to be true to onc of these loyalties
e other.” To this the Bishops an-

without being false to th
swered: “The advice you seek of us rests with yourself. We
know you to be wise in God and a lover of goodness, and as

such in so deep a matter you do not need advice from us.
If you were willing to put aside every other consideration
and msteafl to devote your whole mind to the service of our
lord the King, then we would very willingly advise you as we
would ourselves. As it is, if you so bid us, we will re
what you have said to our lord himself d’ g
sl | L elf and, when we have
ard how he regards it, we will tell you.” To this Ans
gsseréted at;lld they did as they had said Tl;creupon as it i
unday, the Kin : 7ed i
be adjourned to ghgof{:l?lar}ded = Hvoestings should
return to his lodgi owing day and that Anselm should
th 4 ging place and come agai :
e morning. This was done: 3 again to the Court in
ac?I?l:dingly. one; and in the morning we returned
en Anselm sitting i :
assembled - throng r(x)g in the midst of the nobles and of the
‘Yesterday T asked ofpened the proceedings by sayi
4 Question before y'ou, my lords and brethren adviymg’
1o give me such us; and even now, if > i g
advice, I » 1f you were willin
K e answer which we » 1 would accept it.” They repli g
ay, which is, that ifgave you yesterday we give P e‘.i'
to turn roynq ;.n i you are willing withotgllt st
of our lord, then v evote your whole mind t v
advice, advice whisg | 8.V¢ YOU pr - ice
servi ¢ which pPrompt and unambi
Serviceable wheye we have found b ?ambxguous
You are 'lookingf We ourselves are con, e nee o be
OOKir or&om Wy cerned. But, if what

1s advice in accordance with th
¢
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. J which might be in any way contrary to
"‘:,‘lg :gg: King, then your askl.ng is but lost labour, yo‘:
will never see us upholding you in any such way as thag»
Having said this they fell silent and bowed their heads 44

though to meet the reproaches that he would cast upon ther,

Then Father Anselm, lifting up ‘}3is. eyes, his face all aglow,
in an awe-inspiring voice said: “Since you who are calleq
shcpherds of the Christian folk .:md you who are called
rinces of the people refuse to give me, your father, any

advice except such as conforms to the will of one man, I wil
fly to the chief Shepherd and Prince 9(’ all; yes, to the Angel
of great counsel will I fly; and in this business of mine, nay
rather of himself and of his Church, I will obtain from him
the counsel that I am to follow. He said to St. Peter, chief of
the Apostles, ‘Thou art Peter and on this rock will I build my
Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of Heaven.
And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
also in heaven and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed also in heaven.” Moreover, to all the Apostles
alike he says, ‘Who heareth you heareth me and who re-
jecteth you rejecteth me’ and “Who toucheth you is as he
that toucheth the apple of my eye.” Just as we accept these
words as spoken first to St. Peter and through him to all the
rest of the Apostles, so we hold the same words as spoken
ﬁ;st to tl}c Vicar of St. Peter and through him to all the rest
: Te bishops who are the successors of the Apostles, not
lf:t °:ht° any emperor, nor to any king, or duke or earl.
Cart’hly C;;:nlt is our bounden duty to submit ourselves to
e B ptca(fl:s and to serve them, that same Angel of great
Caesar the th:':s and enjoins us when he says, ‘Render t0
Gabace God’s?g;“hmat are Caesar’s and to God the things

of God, Thme‘l ese are the words, these are the counscl.!’ﬁ

R 1o account dappr(,ve, these I accept, from these I W!

know that ip thcpart, 5o 1 would have you onc'and. ad

obedience ¢ thcos;- things which are God’s I will Y}el

icar of St. Peter and in those things

which rj 5
nghﬂy aPPCl‘tam to the Carthly sovercignty of my
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d help

jeld loyal counsel and ]
’I’ {,'Vith these words the Father
pcrturbcd and rose up
their dismay with conl;
t
at he was guilty of death. Turning

, o “You can be sure that we W§11
upon him shey saxdssa: gcnflg,; yzu to our lord.” Having said
nave el :E:;J;cto tghe King. Then, as no on¢ remaine
this t}},lcy r:::;hom he could safely trust to bear his wqrds to
“}I:thKilr{; Anselm went himself to the King and with his
:,‘:n lips told the King what he had said; and then at once
returned. At this speech the King was efccecdmgly angry
and with the help of the Bishops and princes set to work
straining every effort to see what rejoinder he could make to
combat his words; but found none. And so, offended one
with another, they broke up into groups and here two, there
three, there four, consulted together seeking most anxiously
to see whether they could in any way compose some answer
to what Anselm had said which would mollify the King’s
:\!fllger and Y? gt dthf: hia}x:lixt;mlc not be directly opposed to
sayings of God whic elm had quoted.
e e sy
Then: ae his a(:iy o s.heart 3_.nd the mercy of the Lord God.
quite,a o ﬁ‘::zsa;leslcarned on their !1ttle conclaves for
e newint the wall and
accompanied by somn E gfuse ensued and then the Bishops,
: the princes, returned from the

youghmti:?i‘jv;&(‘:::seir: ‘;What our lord the King asks of
Promptly your decision}; e r argument you tell him

cussed 1, 5 n the questions which were dis-
You asked for a truce has o o Lungham, upon which

ing to him will
power.
czcnt were greatly
It, voicing .
uw’ould think that they were Wi

. | pr
d, Then all p
::c:faste and much tum
fused cries, 50 _that YOL;I
one accord crying out t

8lve you at you might h !
?la' Ymﬁro:lswer_ The questi g ave until today to

estion is clear en
But you must realize that theough and needs no

You are trying to rob

OWn as our lord, of his C
' ! rown
ty. Whoever takes from him the ptgx(‘iotgl:
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: ajesty takes at once his crown and kip,.
tives o& h“ur:’::lﬁ;?ieﬁ tt}Yat the one cannot properly bck}l:::l d
d(-)m. cthc other. Think aga'in we beg you, and seein
Mthoil? ur lord the King be offended, this Urban can do
that, Yt?or you; and, if the King be reconciled to yoq,
notll,uazgcm do you no harm, abjure obedience to him, shake’
59 U&‘ the yoke of subjection and a free man, as becomes an
3 f Canterbury, in all your actions have regard
solely to the will of your lord the King and to his bidding,
Where you have done otherwise, acknowledge your fault and,
to secure his pardon, whatever he asks of you as amends
fall in with his wishes like a wise man; so shall your enemies,
who now exult in your misfortunes, see you restored to
honour and be put to shame. That, I say, is what we beg
you to doj that is our advice; that we say, and say again, is
the one hope for you and yours.”

He answered: “What you say, I hear; but, to deal only
with this one point, to abjure obedience to the Pope, that I
utterly refuse to do. Already the day is drawing towards
evening; pray, let this question be adjourned until to-
morrow that I may think the matter over by myself and
then make such answer as God shall deign to put into my
heart.” Then the Bishops and princes, supposing that
Anselm was either at a loss to know what he should say
further or else thoroughly frightened and on the point of
aba“d"n}ng the course which he had so far taken, returned
to the King and persuaded him not on any account to grant
?hncardggumment_ but.that, as the matter had been debated at
i e‘; eligi‘:lu'}’, if Ansel.m now refused to abide by their
s d,up cfn himg should bid final judgment to be at once

forhtlh:li{tihls business the leader as it were and spokesman
mcntionedng was that William, Bishop of Durham, whom I
tines rathpm"m‘lﬂ)’, a man quick-witted and of ready
the origin ¢r than endowed with true wisdom. He was als0
the .glg 2:0; and a keen instigator of this dispute betwee”
o makn Anselm and had promised the King that he

¢ Anselm either abjure utterly obedience to the

Archbishop 0

6o

give back the
this promise, ﬂattcilcd
1m would abjure atics
it in his realm, OT,
would quite propcrl.yhbg
e Thi/i Im of all autllrllgrvi?}? fS(:)r

. 4 e ’
e dcpnviur:}:. For the King h?xd, as is
he did not possess his roya}l
where throughout his

i er

said to have any possession Or any powe
w:?lﬁ ijgsdnv;? 5zicrivcd from the King hlmse:lf, even were it
3 ;(i:bed to the Will of God. Durham, knowing that wish of
% d all his ingenuity to see whether he could

the King’s, exerte }
not in som,e way turn Anselm out of the kingdom, worn out

by the false accusations levelled against him, reckoning (so
it was said) that, if Anselm departed, he himself would be
promoted to the archbishopric. So having now persuaded
the King that he should not on any account grant Anselm’s
request for an adjournment, the Bishop went back to Anselm,
taking with him several witnesses to corroborate his words
;;ld said to him: “The King’s complaint against you is this.
sos :rag;s that, so ﬁtr as in you lies, you have robbed him of his
e e 06 oy o O,
direction from him Havir% ag A i Ry
ask him to grant Y01'1 an ad'<g)u st 5o robbed him, you now
out some pretext to justify {hx rnoment to enable you to think
first, if you please, the sover 3 very robbery. Restore to him
King and then you cignty which belongs to him as

can begi X
You are not prepared to :lgomﬂ:; e oo djournment 1f
2)

di he invokes i
118 you should know, the curse of the hatrcl:lp:fr;\?r;r?gsﬁltf;:

Sa Single hour the adi
an ¢ journ-
s his loya] subjects uphoglr anted you until tomorrow;

e archbishopric and

the idea that
long as anyonc any

well known,
dignity intact SO
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resumption calls for, And do
sentence whiCharZ°':; 5, egrn&t in what we are mying.n:;
think that Wi e are deeply grieved and it is that Wl;ich
far from th: 3w e doing. And no wonder; for the ve
makes us.:;' our lord and ours held of chiefest worth in aj)
thing whic YtY and in which he did assuredly excel a)
::g:,o Kings, of that you, 50 far as in you lies, are robbing
him and in $0 doing are dgshonourmg the oath Of.allcgianCc
that you had sworn to him and thcrcby involving all his
friends in great pcrplcxity." To all this Anselm listened
atiently and then to so shameful a slander made this brief
reply, “Whoever would prove me false to the oath and alle-
giance which I owe to my carthly king bccat}se I refuse to
abjure allegiance to the venerable Arch-pontiff of the holy
Roman Church, let him come and he shall find me ready in
the name of the Lord to answer him as it is right and where
it is right that I should do so.” Hearing this those present
looked one towards another and, finding nothing they could
say in reply to this challenge, they returned to their lord.
From that moment they understood, what till then they
had not had in mind nor thought that Anselm himself
could have in mind, namely, that an Archbishop of Canter-
bury could not be judged or condemned by any human
being except only by the Pope nor on any charge whatever
be compelled by anyone to make answer to any man except
the Pope, unless he chose to do so.

Meanwhile there arose a murmur of indignation among
all the crowd at the wrong being done to so great a man;
but such protest was whispered low among themselves. No
one dared speak openly in Anselm’s defence for fear of the
tyrant. Nonetheless one soldier stepping out of the crowd
::i‘;c fo him, and throwing himself on his knees before him
bardwidl et your heart be troubled at what you have
the devil i ut remember the blessed Job how he overcame
devil by dm the Place of dung and avenged Adam whom the
the Fagppy 90 in the Garden of Eden.” At this spece

s face lighted up with a look of gladness, for ther
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i ith him in
ling of the people was with
b r“liud'that::ctﬁ: lw?: rejoiced and were heartened,

tisfied that, as the scripture has it “the voice of the

sa ”

p i d”. :

people;:Ot‘l;cs\;gsfdol ;))roc“d? If I sought to describe one
ut

; he threats, the reproaches, the insults, the lying

by on¢ .all tthat were hurled at the Master, I fear I should

:us, But all this he bore patiently for his
0 th‘:lxl;)ostolic See and by God’s help demolished
that could not be refuted,
hat it was he rather than his opponents who
d that on all the questions to
in the controversy related he

showing tht
stood fast 1n the truth an

which the real point at issue

had divine authority upon his side.
Now, when the King realized all this, he was vexed to

the last degree and said to the Bishops, ‘“How is this? Did
not you promise me that you would deal with him just as I
wished, would judge him and condemn him?” Durham
answered, “At first he spoke to each point one by one so
 BC 8po P Y
weakly and so haltingly that we thought him a simpleton
df:void of all human shrewdness.” He added, ‘It is now
night. Tell him to go to his lodging place, and, now that we
have full _knowlec_igc gf his line of argument, we will spend the
ltll:ll;”ugul morning in thinking out some plan on your be-
plac.e. o at the King’s command we returned to our lodging
In the morning we came agai i
S in 1€ again and sat in the same place
foll0w:-:’:wmnng the King’s word. Meanwhile he with his
Sy asse_:;ﬁlonng every avenue to see what accusation
s demnatli):nu b}l'ltfr?medwhxch would lead to Anselm’s
thain was a’sk Aol }tl)unh none. And, when William of
at ;eli:dl;hg‘:}glht ol:n in the night as
> Plied that there was -
' “E:;:};llbe” i;!dvanced to invalidate ngggs
ll'em upon the words z’f Go‘::laddCd’ “when all his reasoning
n My opinion, ke i and the authority of St. Peter.
» e must be crushed by force and,

e il g o
ROt give in to the will of the King, then the staff
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snd g must b taken 00 B ERE P 2 2 ven from g
kingdom.” At this suggestion ¢ princes expressed disgen,,
Whereupon the King said to them: Then what courge do
you agree 0y if not to this? You can be sure that while 1
live, I will brook no rival in my kingdom. If you knew pe
was so strongly enu-c.nchedlm hxg cause, why did you eye,
let me start this suit against him? Go, and consult to.
ther, By the face of God, if you dq not at my will condemp
him, I will condemn you.” To this one Robert, who wag
much in the King's confidence, answered: “As to our
advice 1 confess I do not know what I can say. While we
busy ourselves all day long preparing such advice and in
doing so scheme how to make the answers we suggest into
some sort of consistent argument, he on his side so far
from thinking out any evil just goes to sleep and then, when
these arguments of ours are brought out in his presence,
straight away with one breath of his lips he shatters them
like cobwebs.” Then the King turning to the Bishops said,
“And what do you say?”’ They said, “We are grieved, my
lord, that we cannot comply with your wish. He is primate
not only of this realm but also of Scotland, of Ireland and of
the adjacent islands and we are his suffragans. We clearly
have no authority at all to judge him or to condemn him
even could there be shewn to be any fault in him which, as it
15, 15 r;ot the case.” The King said: “What course then re-
hm;zns. Iflyou cannot judge him, can you not at least refuse
frieng:}?i oyalty or obcdxen.ce and exclude him from your
b S)’?“;r any share in your fellowship as brother
do RMak es,” they said, “that at your command we can
. ¢ haste then and do as you say at once, so that,
when he sees himself despised by all and he may be
ashamed 20d be go P y all and deserted, he may
r rry that he followed Urban and slighted
me his lOl'd. That you d g tl I
30 0w st o thImay o this the more confidently,
terly of all right of oughout my dominion deprive e
furthermore | rg‘u of protection or support from me an
5¢ to trust him or his advice in any matter

whatsoeye
spiritual faghers ) \OP8¢F (0 regard him as Archbishop O*
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. ol

ther devices had been tried to

1 fr?)l:r}x, t(;xc straight course which 'hc had

ather Anscil ken and none of these met with any
, acting with the Ab(ll)o}tlS, rct_
; i 1d them to do and threat=
o w}?at . Klr}gg}"t"lcllct)f> would desert him in tbc
. dicated. His answer to tl}cm was this:
“ u say, I hear. But when, for holding fast to my
il nd ;llcgiancc to St. Peter, Prince of the Apostlc_s,
submls;lon ;c all submission and the loyalty and fricnc%shlp
yo;:; U’:;’u should give to your Primate and spirxtule
?"atlher,yyou are not acting as you should. But God -forbld
that I should repay you in like manner. Rthcr, if you
do not refuse to let it be so, I shall, by showing you the
love of a brother and of a father, seek to bring you back
as brethren and sons of the holy mother Church of Canter-
bury from this perilous error in which you have gone astray
and by the authority given me of God to recall you into
the way of uprightness. To the King, who is taking from
me all protection in his realm and says that henceforth he
refuses to hold me as Archbishop or spiritual father, to him
I promise faithful service and, so far as rests with me, full
protection. As a.father will I have loving care for his soul,
if he will allow it, while reserving ever to myself the right
:loal:it;:dth;i service of God as he should who bears the
e obecseof Archbishop of Carftcrb.ury, let our out-
. xed by what oppression it may.” To this

the King answered: “What he i

to me and wh J says is altogether repugnant
mine. So d oever chooses to be his man shall be none of
3 0 you who are the Princes of my realm do as the

B' .
ishops have done and without loss of time refuse him any

loyalty or fii : y
by the fidel] t;n?:hlp’ that so it may be seen what he gains

the A li i i i
o > Apostolic See which against my will
eﬁ‘mand cto forego. They replied, “We v%ere neerwhlis
men annot renounce an allegiance which we have

never given him, He j :
e pilot of the G Qur Axchbishops; it is for him to be

: t istian Church i i
it G rch in this land; and w
Churis ans, cannot, whilst we live herc: refuse ft;

After this, when m
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is authority, the more so that there js p, |,
otherwise.” The King, stifling his anger, bqre With (b,
answer, taking care not openly to oppose thcn: contentigy,
Jest they should be too greatly 'oﬁ'endcd..Sccmg this the
Bishops were covered with confusion, knowx.ng that the eyes
of all were turned upon them and that their apostacy wag
and that not without good cause, abominated by 4] mcn:
Indeed had you been by, you woqld l_lavc !mard NOW one ang
now another with an outburst of indignation dub this bigp,,
or that by some such nickname as Judas the traitor, Pj]
or Herod and the like.

Shortly afterwards these Bishops were questioned indi-
vidually by the King whether they had refused to Anselm
all submission and obedience whatsoever without any
qualification or only such submission and obedience as he
claimed by authority of the Bishop of Rome. When to this
one answered that he had done it in the former way and
another in the latter, those who declared that they had sworn
to refuse him absolutely and without any qualification,
whatever allegiance they owed him as their Archbishop,
these were by the King’s command given seats of honour
near to himself as being his loyal followers and friends,
wl_u'l'c those who dared to say that they had refused him sub-
mission and obedience only in what he directed on behalf of
the Pope, these as being traitors and opposers of his will he
angrily relegated to a corner of the house far from him and
.l;‘ade' them there await his sentence of condemnation.

errified and covered with confusion upon confusion they
retired into a corner of the house; but very soon they had
soourse to that safe and familiar plan of action on which
they were accustomed to rely. th P 1 9
Dt of oo et o rely, that is, they gave a ,argc P

g Anlem li?l were taken back into the King’s favour.
England had been sp 8 that all right of protection in
King to give hicen taken from him by the King, aslfed the
Panions to pmc:::; safe conduct to enable him and his com-
the Kingdom safely to a seaport and so to depart from
» until God should see fit to put an end to
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recogniz

ate

’ dcparturc,
; 1 h as Anselm’s : 4
heard thi5 T, Gired nothing sgcr;;rct still seised ththt(‘ r?ljggt
dal tha
¢t the last scan . and yet
» first; and Y
¢ worse than d}c he arch-
: divest him of the
mpossible to nsel of
g r::tlly g-oublcd, he for]so'oidtl; f,zsing in-
bishopric. 5% & hich he bitterly compiainct h the Princes
the Bishops; 2 its, and took counsel wit the g ;
o these S should be done. They asked tha

enquiring 1d be left quite unmolested and be advised to

i hould

g L i lace with a promis€ that he s .
retu.met(t)h?sKl?r?ggl’sniegly to his request in the morning.
receiv

) dingly we returned to

- auice was followed; and accor
Thxslag",’r(;; ;v]acc to the :iismay of very many, cvenlof tgc
?rlnlern zf %lllc Court. For they took it that Anselrxl'll wz;.:l abrcasoy

hat it shou e SOo.
itting the country and lamented t ould
%‘:&cﬁgz\nselm on the contrary was filled with joy and
gladness, hoping that by crossing the sea he would escape,
as was ever his heart’s desire, the troubles and burdens of the
world.

Now, while Anselm’s mind was fluctuating between hope
of departing from the kingdom and fear of being detained
in the kingdom, in the morning the princes arrived from the
King and said: “Our lord the king asks you to come to him.”
Then we rose up and went and sat down in our usual place,
all 1mpiment to hear the final verdict on our case. Nor

we long to wait before the princes, accompanied by some

of the Bishops, came to ou F : P
membering ou’r lon, r Father and said to him: “Re-

" ongstanding friendship for you we ar dis-
tressed that thig quarrel has arisen between ozr lord the i(ixllsg

and yourself,
4 i g you two back to your
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him or his, or by him to you or you
) s
of amity. We have, I say, comz to ’tl:: break the bong
this would b‘t':_hclpf‘ll and we ask you to sConclusion tln:
would b'e willing to agree to this.” He anzy Whether y(;u
and amity I do not reject. I seem indeed wered: “Pegc,
what prospect that peace which to see alr
et . you offer holds: cady
one should think that in these matters I pref 83 yet that ng
own judgment rather than th prefer to trys
accept wh at of others, I bty
. dp; what my lord the King and you think ri consent to
r the maintenance of peace accordin right to ordaj
but reserving ever to g to the will o
Sl b6 rity lard E)'gelf the reverence and bogGOd’
! rban, pri obedi
L% Kauvee they approved :;1 grmce of the Apostolic écncﬁ
(e wao prantnd. & ; reported to the Kj ee.
L , to continue until the Ing. So a
d it was solemnly declared and week of Whitsuntide:
ph%l.ltcd word that both sides sl'xoulgo’nﬁrmed by the Kinge’s’
rest in peace as had be i the meanti
“that unbroken co en proposed. “‘And if,”’ sai L8 detall
b 1 d and , said the Ki
vail during the tr ncord and perfect peace which i G
disagreement b uce has not before its sl g
i : C end resulted i
fixed for the ¢ . a8 belng laid to in the
termination of rest, then at the ti
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