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IIPOKOniOY KAI2APEO2
TIIEP TON HOAEMflN AOFOS

Kaicrapevs rovs 7ro\e/jLov$ gvve-
01)9 'lovo-riviavos 6 'Pw/jMiwv f3acn\v<;

7T/9O9 ftapftdpovs BtijveyKe TOV9 re ectfou? KOI

e<nrepiov<t, co? Trrj avTwv etcd(rrq> ^vvtjve^dr} <ye-

vecrffai, co? /JLTJ epja vTrepf^ejedrj 6 fj,eya<; aiu>v

\6yov eprjfAa ^eipaxTdfievo^ TTJ re ^01} avra

KaraTrporjrai /cat TravraTraaiv e'^trr/Xa Orjrai,

wvjrep rrjv ^vrj^v avTos wero fMeya TI eaecrdai

KCU vvoicrov e? ra p,d\t,cna rot? re vvv oven KOI
rot? 6? TO eTretra yevrja-o/jLevois, ei Trore ical

avdw 6 %/ooi>09 69 ofioLav riva TOi>9 dvtfpcoTrovs
2 dvdjKrjv SidOoiro. rot9 re yap iroXefirfaeLOvai teal

aXX&)9 dywviovfievois OVTJCTIV rtva
ota re ecrriv 77 r^9 e'//,<e/oqi)

,ev OTTOI Trore

TO. T9 /^tota9 ywvas e^atprjaev, avi(T<ro-

/j,evrj 8e OTroiav TWO, reXevrrjv rot9 76 a>9 dpifrra
/3ov\evofjbvoi<;

l
TO, Trapovra, t9 TO etro9, e^et.

3 /cat ol avru) ^vvrjTricrraro irdvraiv fidXicrra
1

/3ouAei>o/teco<s Dindorf : ftov\o/j.ft>ots MSS.



PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA
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THE PERSIAN WAR

I

PROCOPIUS of Caesarea has written the history of
the wars which Justinian, Emperor of the Romans,
waged against the barbarians of the East and of the

West, relating separately the events of each one, to

the end that the long course of time may not over-
whelm deeds of singular importance through lack of
a record, and thus abandon them to oblivion and

utterly obliterate them. The memory of these events
he deemed would be a great thing and most helpful
to men of the present time, and to future generations
as well, in case time should ever again place men
under a similar stress. For men who purpose to

enter upon a war or are preparing themselves for

any kind of struggle may derive some benefit from
a narrative of a similar situation in history, inasmuch
as this discloses the final result attained by men of
an earlier day in a struggle of the same sort, and
foreshadows, at least for those who are most prudent
in planning, what outcome present events will

probably have. Furthermore he had assurance that

B 2
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Svvarbs wv rdBe ^vyypd-^rat #ar' aXXo /JLCV ovBev,

ori Be avrq> vfji/3ov\(p rjprjfjievoi BeXtcra/9t&) T&

(rrparrjya) O"%e86v ri aTracrt frapayevecrdai rots

4 TreTTpayfjievo^ %vviirecre- TrpeTreiv re JjyeiTO p

pircf) fj,ev SeivorrjTa, Troirjrifcfj 8e /ju

5 %v<yypa<f)7) 8e dXrfdeiav. ravrd rot ov&e

ol e<; ayav eTriTrjSetwv ra fj,o%6r)pa a

O, aX\a ra TTCLCTL %vvV%devT
dtcpi/3o\o<yov/j.evo$ ^vveypd-tyaTO, etre ev etre TTT;

a\\rj aurot? elpydcrQai ^vve/Srj.

6 Kpet<7<rov Be ov8ev f) icr^vporepov TWV ev

rot? TroXeyLtoi? rerv^rfKorcov TW 76 co?

7 jreirpcLKTai yap ev TOVTOIS /iaXto-ra Trdvrtov <av

dtcof) Ifffiev Bavf^acnd ola, rjv prf rt? TCOV raSe

T& TraXatw ^povw ra Trpecrfieia

KOI ra Kaff avrbv OVK d^ioirj Oavpaara
8 oiecrdai. uxnrep ovv a/ieXet Toi9 pev vvv

evioi tca\ovcri rof;6ra<>, 7%e-
Be Kal acrTrtSttora-? /cat roiavra drra

ovofiara rot? TraXatorarot? eOeXovai ve^eiv, rav-

rrjv re rrjv dperrjv e? rovrov e\r)\vQevai rbv %po-
i/oi/ rjKiGra otovrai, dra\ai7ro)p6v <ye KOL rrjs

Tretpa? aTrwrdro) rrjv Trepl avrwv TroiovfMevot

9 So^av. ov yap TI? TTtuTrore atirot? evvoia

yeyovev on 8rj TOI? //,ev Trap' 'Oaijpa> ro^evovcriv,

olcnrep Kal v(3pi%ea6ai aTro r?)9 Te%y?79 ovo/ta^o-

/j,4voi<f %vv/3aivev, ov% ITTTTO? VTrijv, ov Bopv, OVK



HISTORY OF THE WARS, I. i. 3-9

he was especially competent to write the history of
these events, if for no other reason, because it fell

to his lot, when appointed adviser to the general
Belisarius, to be an eye-witness of practically all the
events to be described. It was his conviction that
while cleverness is appropriate to rhetoric, and in-

ventiveness to poetry, truth alone is appropriate to

history. In accordance with this principle he has
not concealed the failures of even his most intimate

acquaintances, but has written down with complete
accuracy everything which befell those concerned,
whether it happened to be done well or ill by them.

It will be evident that no more important or

mightier deeds are to be found in history than those
which have been enacted in these wars, provided
one wishes to base his judgment on the truth. For
in them more remarkable feats have been performed
than in any other wars with which we are acquainted ;

unless, indeed, any reader of this narrative should

give the place of honour to antiquity, and consider

contemporary achievements unworthy to be counted
remarkable. There are those, for example, who
call the soldiers of the present day "bowmen," while
to those of the most ancient times they wish to

attribute such lofty terms as "hand-to-hand fighters,"
"
shield-men," and other names of that sort ; and they

think that the valour of those times has by no means
survived to the present, an opinion which is at once
careless and wholly remote from actual experience
ofthese matters. For the thought has never occurred
to them that, as regards the Homeric bowmen who
had the misfortune to be ridiculed by this term '

derived from their art, they were neither carried by
1 Cf. Iliad xi. 385 To6ra, Ao>(8jT/)p, Kfpai ay\af, irapSfvoirlira,

the only place where ro^rrjs occurs in Homer.
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is 'tjfivvev, OVK aX/Vo ovoev rov er&>yu,aT09 <frv-

\aKrrjpiov fjv, d\\d rre^ol /j-ev 69 f^d^v rjecrav,

cLTTOKeKpv^tOaL 8e avrols rjv dvay/caiov, eraipiov
l

rov K\e<yo[Avoi<; daTriSa rj 0^77X77 67ri rvp^a)
10 rtvl Ktc\ifJLevoi<>, evOa ovre rpeTro/jievoi Siacra)-

^errflai ovre (frevyovcn rots TroXeyittoi? eT

oloi re r/crav, ov firjv ovSe djro rov e

^la/J-d^ecrdaL, d\\d rt 2 K\errreiv e86/covv del

11 ev rfi i>/z/3oA,77 yivo/j,evcov. dvev Se rovrcov

ovrd)<f dra\ai7ra>p(o<; e^patvro rfj re^vrj, ware
r& crfyerepw pa%u> rrjv vevpav eira TO

d<f)iecrav tcaxfrov re KOL ovriSavov eiicorws

yoyu.ei/oi9 eaopevov. roiavrrj [iev rt9 ovaa
12

17 roeia (fraiverai rrporepov. ol oe ye ravvv

rogorai 'iaat nev 9 fJ'd'^rjv reOwpaicicrfjAvot re fcal

Kvr)/At$a<? evap/j,o<rd[jievot pe^pi 69 <yovv. ijprrjrai,
oe avrol<? drrb /j,ev rrjs 8ej;ids 7r\evpa<> rd

13 O.TTO Se T?}9 erepas TO %i(f>os. elal 8e 049

Sopv TrpoaaTroKpefiarai teal {Spa^eta Tt9 ejrl rwv
oia rd re

TO rrpoawrrov /ca <rv> 3
av^eva

14 imrevovrai Be a>9 apiara /cal Qeovros avrols
009 rd^iara rov 'ircrrov rd r6a re ov ^aXe7T&>9
evreiveiv oloi re elcriv e^>' e/cdrepa Kal Siai/covrds

15 re (3d\\eiv rovs rro\ep,Lov^ ical (frevyovras. e\-

fcerat 8e avrois Kara TO /jbercoTrov rj vevpd reap
1

avrb p.d\iara r&v wrwv rb 8ei6v, rocravrr]<t

aX^9 e/jb7ri7r\do-a rb /3e\os, ware rbv del rrapa-
TriTrrovra Kreiveiv, ovre d(T7ricos 10-6)9 oi;Te Ow

1
fralpov Maltretus, cod. e : f-rtpov VP.

2 TI Maltretus : ru V, rb P.
3 < rbv> Hoeschel.
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horse nor protected by spear or shield. 1 In fact

there was no protection at all for their bodies ; they
entered battle on foot, and were compelled to conceal

themselves, either singling out the shield of some
comrade,2 or seeking safety behind a tombstone on a

mound,3 from which position they could neither

save themselves in case of rout, nor fall upon a flying
foe. Least of all could they participate in a decisive

struggle in the open, but they always seemed to be

stealing something which belonged to the men who
were engaged in the struggle. And apart from this

they were so indifferent in their practice ofarchery that

they drew the bowstring only to the breast,
4 so that

the missile sent forth was naturally impotent and
harmless to those whom it hit.5 Such, it is evident,
was the archery of the past. But the bowmen of
the present time go into battle wearing corselets and
fitted out with greaves which extend up to the knee.
From the right side hang their arrows, from the other
the sword. And there are some who have a spear
also attached to them and, at the shoulders, a sort of
small shield without a grip, such as to cover the

region of the face and neck.
t They are expert

horsemen, and are able without difficulty to direct
their bows to either side while riding at full speed,
and to shoot an opponent whether in pursuit or
in flight. They draw the bowstring along by the
forehead about opposite the right ear, thereby
charging the arrow with such an impetus as to kill

whoever stands in the way, shield and corselet alike

1 Cf. Iliad v. 192. 2 Cf. Iliad viii. 267 ; xi. 371.
3 Cf. Iliad iv. 113. 4 Cf. Iliad iv. 123.

6 Cf. Iliad xi. 390.
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16 aTTotcpovecrffai n Bwapevov rfj<? pv/xr)?. eicri Be

oi rovrcov ijtcicrra evdv/jiov/jievoi aeftovrai fj,ev teal

rbv TraXaibv %povov, ovBev Be rats em-
BtBoacri rr\eov,1 aXXa rovrav ovBev KW-

\vcrei ftr) ovjfl pAyicrrd re teal d^io\oycorara ev

ot9 futepbv dvtodev ocra 'Pwpaiois
il MrjBoi? .TToXe/ioOo-t rraOelv re teal

Bpdcrai.

II

Toy (Biov 'ApfcdBio? 6 'Payfjuticov ftacri-

ev Bi/favTtft) re\evrdv rjjji\.\ev (rjv ydp oi

@6oooo"/09 OVTTCO rov nrdov a7ra\\ayei<i^,

Birj7ropelro dfjupi re r& TraiBl teal rfj ftacrtXeLa, ev

2 OeaOai, a/i^xw &>9 rjtcicrra ej(wv. eyivero ydp
Tt9 avra> evvoia, 009, rjv pev KOIVWVOV nva eo-

Bocrio) T^9 r)yepovia<? rropity)rai, auT09 av rbv
iraiSa rbv avrov Sta^or/a'a/iei'09 rq> epy<o e'lrj,

TToXe/jLiov avrw Bvva/j,iv rrjv ySacrtXetov rfepifBe-

3 /3\r)fj,evov errayayu>v, TJV Be fiovov avrov eVt

tcaracrrija-rjrai, TroXXol pev rijs ftacn-
em,ftareveroven, rrjs rov vraf8o9 eprjfAias,

o>9 TO et/co9, drro\avovre<s, erravacrrdvres Be TTOVCO

ovBevl rvpavvijcrovcri, rbv &eoB6cnov BiacpOeipavres,
eTret ovBeva ev l$vavri(p ^vyyevfj et^ev ocrns

4 av avrui errirpoTros ecrj. 'Qvapiov ydp oi rbv
Oeiov eTraptcecreiv ovBa/j,r) rffvjricre, rrovripfav rjBrj

5 rwv 'lTaXta9 rcpaypdroov ovrcov. ovBev Be

fjcrcrov /cal ra etc MtfBwv avrov ^vverdpaacre,
1 ir\(ov Maltretus : ir\fova VP.

8
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having no power to check its force. Still there

are those who take into consideration none of these

things, who reverence and worship the ancient times,
and give no credit to modern improvements. But
no such consideration will prevent the conclusion

that most great and notable deeds have been

performed in these wars. And the history of them
will begin at some distance back, telling of the
fortunes in war of the Romans and the Medes, their

reverses and their successes.

II

WHEN the Roman Emperor Arcadius was at the 408 x.n.

point of death in Byzantium, having a male child, Theo-

dosius, who was still unweaned, he felt grave fears not

only for him but for the government as well, not know-

ing how he should provide wisely for both. For he

perceived that, if he provided a partner in govern-
ment for Theodosius, he would in fact be destroying
his own son by bringing forward against him a foe

clothed in the regal power ; while if he set him
alone over the empire, many would try to mount the

throne, taking advantage, as they might be expected
to do, of the helplessness of the child. These men
would rise against the government, and, after des-

troying Theodosius, would make themselves tyrants
without difficulty, since the boy had no kinsman in

Byzantium to be his guardian. For Arcadius had
no hope that the boy's uncle, Honorius, would
succour him, inasmuch as the situation in Italy was

already troublesome. And he was -

equally dis-

turbed by the attitude of the Medes, fearing lest
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e evai, rrap rovrov
rbv rpiiroBa rrjv /3acriA,e&>9 TrpoaBe^effOa
rwv rrdvrwv ovBevbs (f)v\d(ra'eiv avrbv d

29 evravOa o Me/SoBiys ev cr^fjiart olfcrpw
7roAA.a9, e&>9 rt? avrov Xocrpoou
\a/3(av e/creivev. 9 rovro re ainta ra

9 Xocryoor/y

XXIV

avrovs
K TOV

rj fjieyicrr'T] re rcapa So^av eyevero teal 69 KCUCOV

fieya r& re 8r)/j,q> KOL rfj /3ov\f) e'reXevT^cre T/JOTTW
2 roiwSe. ol 8r//j,oi ev rro\ei efcdcrrr) 69 re Beveroi/9

etc TraXaiov Kol Tlpaaivovs Siyprjvro, ov 770X1/9

Be %povo9 e'^ ou rovrwv re roov ovo/jt,dra)V Kal roov

fSdOpwv eve/cot 049 8rj deu>fjuevoi e^ecrrrjKacn, rd re

Xpij/jLara Sarcavwai Kal ra crcoyaara at/cicr//,ot9

Tn/cpordrois Trpotevrai teal ffvija-tceiv OVK arca-

3 %iovcn Oavdrw alcr%i(Try fj,d%ovrai Be 77/909 TOW9

avriKaOicrrafjuevovs, ovre elBores orov avrois

evefca 6 KLvSvvos ecrriv, e^eTria-rdpevoi re &>9, fy
KOI Trepiecrwvrai rwv Bvcr^evoiv rfj i^d^rj, \e\ei-

^rerai avrois aTra^r/vat fiev avri/ca 69 TO $ecr/j,a)-

rrfpiov, alKi^ofjievoi^ Be ra ecr^ara elra dnoi\a>-

4 \evai. <f)verai fjt,ev
ovv avrols TO 69 T0t9 7re\a9

e%6o<? alrlav OVK e\pv, pevei, Be dreXevrrjrov 69

rov rcdvra alwva, ovre tctfBei ovre ^vyyeveia ovre

218
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sanctuary nor to go elsewhere, but he must seat him-
self by this tripod and await the verdict of the king,
while no one at all dares protect him. There
Mebodes sat in pitiable plight for many days, until

he was seized and put to death at the command of

Chosroes. Such was the final outcome of his good
deeds to Chosroes.

XXIV

AT this same time an insurrection broke out jan. i,

unexpectedly in Byzantium among the populace,
and, contrary to expectation, it proved to be a very
serious affair, and ended in great harm to the people
and to the senate, as the following account will

show. In every city the population has been
divided for a long time past into the Blue and the
Green factions ; but within comparatively recent
times it has come about that, for the sake of these
names and the seats which the rival factions occupy
in watching the games, they spend their money and
abandon their bodies to the most cruel tortures, and
even do not think it unworthy to die a most shame-
ful death. And they fight against their opponents
knowing not for what end they imperil themselves,
but knowing well that, even if they overcome their

enemy in the fight, the conclusion of the matter for

them will be to be carried off straightway to the

prison, and finally, after suffering extreme torture, to

be destroyed. So there grows up in them against
their fellow men a hostility which has no cause, and
at no time does it cease or disappear, for it gives

219
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elfcov, rjv KOI d8e\(pol r/ d\\o ri

rowvrov ol e? rd ^pia/juara ravra Sidtyopoi elev.

5 jjieXei re avrols OVTC Oeiwv ovre avQpwnelwv
repayparCDV rcapd TO ev rovrois vifcav, TJV re ri

aae^ijfjua e? rbv deov v(f>'
orovovv dpaprdvrjrai

r]v re ol vofjioi KOI 77 7ro\ireia 77^009 roav oltceiwv

rj rd)v 7ro\fjiia>v fttd^ayvrai, eirel /cal rS>v ejrirrj-

Seiaiv cnravl^ovTes t'crw? tcdv rot9 dvayfcaiordrois

d&iKOv/jievrjs avrois rvjs TrarpiSos, ov Trpocnroi-

ovvrai, f)v <ye avrol? Keladcu TO /ie/oo9 ev KO\O)

fjLe\\p- ovrw jap rovs avGracndoras /caXovcri.

6 fjLera\ay%dvov(Ti 8e rov ayovs rovrov real <yvvai/ces

ajrrofc, ov rots dvSpdcriv eTr6fj,evai JAOVOV, a\\a
teal rovrois, av ovrca rv%oi, dvricrrarovcrai, tcai-

irep ovre et9 ra Bearpa TO Trapdrrav lovcrai ovre

alriut rjy/jbevai' ware OVK

ri 670)76 TOUTO eireiv r v%s voaij/jia. ravra

fjiev ovv Tat9 Te TroXecrt /cat STJJLO) etcdara) a)8e

ra> /Aft) e()ei(TrrKi ev

Tteo, rwv <rrao~icor(t)v riva? rrjv CTTI davdrw d

v/j,(j)povi]cravre<> Be /cal (nrei(rdfjLevoi 77/309 d\\ij-
Xoi9 e/cdrepoi rovs re dyoftevovs dprcd^ovcn teal

69 TO SefffAwrijpiov avri/ca eajBavres d<f)id(Ttv

ajravras oaoi crrdcrea)? rj erepov rov d\6vre<i

8 dro7rr)/jiaro<; eSeSevro. real ol p,ev vrcifjperai,, ocroi

rrj T?}9 7roXe&)9 dp%fj ejrovrai, e/creivovro ov8evl

A.O7&), rStv 8e rco^irwv el ri icadapov r)v 69 rr)V
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place, neither to the ties of marriage nor of relation-

ship nor of friendship, arid the case is the same even

though those who differ with respect to these colours
be brothers or any other kin. They care neither for

things divine nor human in comparison with con-

quering in these struggles ; and it matters not
whether a sacrilege is committed by anyone at all

against God, or whether the laws and the con-
stitution are violated by friend or by foe ; nay
even when they are perhaps ill supplied with
the necessities of life, and when their fatherland
is in the most pressing need and suffering un-

justly, they pay no heed if only it is likely to

go well with their "faction"; for so they name
the bands of partisans. And even women join
with them in this unholy strife, and they not

only follow the men, but even resist them if oppor-
tunity offers, although they neither go to the public
exhibitions at all, nor are they impelled by any
other cause ; so that I, for my part, am unable to

call this anything except a disease of the soul.

This, then, is pretty well how matters stand among
the people of each and every city.

But at this time the officers of the city administra-
tion in Byzantium were leading away to death some
of the rioters. But the members of the two factions,

conspiring together and declaring a truce with each

other, seized the prisoners and then straightway
entered the prison and released all those who were
in confinement there, whether they had been con-
demned on a charge of stirring up sedition, or for

any other unlawful act. And all the attendants in

the service of the city government were killed indis-

criminately ; meanwhile, all of the citizens who were
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rjTreipov <pevyov, /cat rfj TroXet Trvp
9 eTretyepero, a>9 Brj VTTO 7roX/uo9 yeyevrj/jLevrj. Kal

TO tepbv rj %o<pia TO Te /3a\aveiov 6 Zev^nnro^
Kal rf)<> y8a<nXe&>9 av\f)<? rd eK rwv TTpoirvXaiwv

69 rbv "A/960J9 \ey6fjbevov oltcov KavQevra

j, em rovrois re ayu<^>&) al f*,eyd\ai crroal

dyopas dvrjKovcrai r) Kcovcrravrivov

7rdt)VVfj,6<; ecrriv, ev8aifiova)V re dvOpca-nwv oiKiai

10 vroXXat Kal ^prj^ara p,eyd\a, /3acriXei9 &e Kal r/

avvoLKOvaa Kal rS)v d-no ySoyX?}9 evioi KaOeip-

jBoi\ov 8e d\\rj\ot<f eBiSocrav ol Srjfiot, TO viKa,
Kal aTr' avrov 9 ToSe TOU %povov r) Kardaracris

exeivt} Trpoaayopeverai.
11 TOTC T^9 p,ev av\r)S eTrap^os Ia)dvvr)<; rjv o

Ka7T7raSo#779, Tpiflovviavbs Be, IIa//.0fXo9 yevos,

/SacuXet TrdpeBpos' KOiaicrrmpa rovrov Ka\ovcri
12 'Pw/jiaioi. rovrotv arepos, 'la)dvvr)<>, \6ywv fjuev

ra)v e\ev0epi(i)V Kal TraiSeias avrfKOO^ rjv. ov yap
aXXo ovSev e9 ypa^fjiaricrrov (fioirwv epadev, ore

jj,r) ypd/j,/j,ara, Kal ravra KaKa aco9 [ypdtyai]'
l

<ucre&>9 Be la"xyi Trdvrcw yeyove Bvvar<t>raro<> tav

13 rjfjueis la/jiev. yvwval re yap rd Beovra iKavco-

TaT09 rjv Kal \vcriv TOt9 aTropois evpetv. Trovrjpo-
raro<f Be yeyovws dvOpanrwv dirdvrwv ry rfjs

<pvcre(i)<f Bvvdfji 69 rovro eypr^ro, Kal ovre deov

Xo7O9 o#T dv6pd>TTU>v avrov alBcos Ti9 ecryei,
aXXa yStou9 Te avr> dvdptoTrwv TroXXeoy avroX-

\vvai KepBovs eveKa Kal 7roXet9 6'Xa9 Kade\elv 7ri-

1
[7pi^ot] bracketed by Herwerden, cf. Aristoph. Knights

189.
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sane-minded were fleeing to the opposite mainland,
and fire was applied to the city as if it had fallen

under the hand of an enemy. The sanctuary of

Sophia and the baths of Zeuxippus, and the portion of
the imperial residence from the propylaea as far as

the so-called House of Ares were destroyed by fire,

and besides these botli the great colonnades which
extended as far as the market place which bears the
name of Constantine, in addition to many houses of

wealthy men and a vast amount of treasure. During
this time the emperor and his consort with a few
members of the senate shut themselves up in the

palace and remained quietly there. Now the watch-
word which the populace passed around to one
another was Nika,1 and the insurrection has been
called by this name up to the present time.
The praetorian prefect at that time was John the

Cappadocian, and Tribunianus, a Pamphylian by <

birth, was counsellor to the emperor ; this person
the Roman call "quaestor." One of these two men,
John, was entirely without the advantages of a liberal

education ;
for he learned nothing while attending

the elementary school except his letters, and these,

too, poorly enough ; but by his natural ability he
became the most powerful man of whom we know.
For he was most capable in deciding upon what was
needful and in finding a solution for difficulties. But
he became the basest of all men and employed his

natural power to further his low designs ;
neither con-

sideration for God nor any shame before man entered
into his mind, but to destroy the lives of many men
for the sake of gain and to wreck whole cities was his

1
i.e. "Conquer."
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14 yueX,e5 )v. %povov yovv

Trepi/3a\6/jievo<;, e? KpanrdX.ijv rivd eK\e\dKriKev

opov OVK e^ovcrav, a%pi p,ev e? rov rov dpicrrov

Kaipbv \r)i6fjivo<> T5 rwv vTrrjKowv overlap, fiedrj

Be TO \onrbv Kal (reo/mro? 6/97045 do-e\ye(Tiv
15 r)<T^o\'T)fjbevo<;

t

KdT%6iv Se eavrbv ovbafjurj tcr^yev,
d\\a rd re /3pct)/j,a'ra f^e^pi 65 TOV e/^erov ijcrdte

TO, xpijfj,ara K\7TTeiv /juev r)v 5 del erot/iO5,
8e Kal Scnravdv eroiporepo^. 'ItwawT/5

16 fjiev ovv TOiof)T05 Tt5 rjv. Tpi/3ovviavbs 8e 0vcrea)5

fiev 8vvd/ji e^prfro Kal TraiSeias es a/cpov d(f)i-

KTO TCOV KOST aitTov ovSevbs fjcrcrov, e*5 Be <j)i\o-

Xprj/jLaTiav Baifjujvitos effTrovBatca)? oto5 re rjv

/eepBovs del rb Bixaiov aTroBiBocrOai, rS>v re v6(j,(i)v

Tjfiepa eic rov ejrl Tr\icrrov exdcrrr} TOW p>ev

dvrjpei, TOV5 Be eypa<pev, d7re/j,7ro\(t)v TOt5 Seo-

yu,voi5 Kara rrjv %peiav eKarepov.
17

f/

E&>5 /u.ey ovv o r/7iO5 VTtep rwv ev T0t5

ftacriv ovofidrwv rov TroXefAOv Trpbs

Bietyepov, ^6705 ovBels fjv a>v ovroi e'5 rrjv TTO\I-

reiav rj/jidpravov' eVet Be gv^povrfa-avres, uxnrep
65 rrjv ardcriv Karearrjaav, ex re rov

vo5 dvd Trdtrav rrjv TTO\IV e'5 avrovs vftpi&v
Trepuovres etyrovv erf)' w Kreivaxri. Bib Brj

fiacri\ev<t eraipi^e<rdai rov Sfj/jiov eOeXwv a/u-rfxu

18 T?}5 dp%fj<; ev rq> irapavr'iKa TrapeXvcre. Kal
QajKav fiev, dvBpa TrarpiKiov, eTrap^ov rfjs av\r)$

Karearrjcraro, %vveru>rar6v re Kal rov BiKaiov

eTri/jLeXeia-Oai iKavws irefyvKora' T$acri\ei8rjv Be

rrjv rov KOiaiarcapos dp%r)v eyeiv eKe\evev, CK re

yvdtpt/iop ev rcarpiKiois ovra Kal
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constant concern. So within a short time indeed
he had acquired vast sums of money, and he flung
himself completely into the sordid life of a drunken
scoundrel ; for up to the time of lunch each day he
would plunder the property of his subjects, and for

the rest of the day occupy himself with drinking
and with wanton deeds of lust. And he was utterly
unable to control himself, for he ate food until he
vomited, and he was always ready to steal money
and more ready to bring it out and spend it. Such
a man then was John. Tribunianus, on the other

hand, both possessed natural ability and in edu-
cational attainments was inferior to none of his

contemporaries ; but he was extraordinarily fond of
the pursuit of money and always ready to sell justice
for gain ; therefore every day, as a rule, he was

repealing some laws and proposing others, selling off

to those who requested it either favour according to

their need.
Now as long as the people were waging this war with

each other in behalf of the names of the colours, no
attention was paid to the offences of these men against
the constitution ; but when the factions came to a
mutual understanding, as has been said, and so began
the sedition, then openly throughout the whole city

they began to abuse the two and went about seeking
them to kill. Accordingly the emperor, wishing to

win the people to his side, instantly dismissed both
these men from office. And Phocas, a patrician, he

appointed praetorian prefect, a man of the greatest
discretion and fitted by nature to be a guardian of

justice ; Basilides he commanded to fill the office of

quaestor, a man known among the patricians for his

agreeable qualities and a notable besides. However,
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19 BoKifjbov. ovBev fMevTOi r)0~crov r/ crrdcri^ eV
rj/cfjua^e. Tre/^Trrrj Se ajro TT}? crrdcrecos

Trepl &ei\r)v otyiav 'lovcrriviavbs f3a(Ti\ev<;
'

re /cal Tlo/jLTTTjia) rois 'Avaaraaiov TOV fteftacri-

Xeu/coTO9 dSeXtfriSofc oiKa&e a>9 Ta^icrra ejre-

cfKijTrrev ievai, etre TL vetorepov Trpdaa'ecrOai TT/JO?

avrcov 69 creo/ia TO oliceiov vTTOTOTrijcras eire /cat

20 avrovs r) 7re7rp(OfAvr) e9 TOVTO rjyev. ol 8e,

ejevero, Seterai'T9 fir) <r(f)a<;
6 S^/iO9 69

/3a,(ri\iav ftid&iTO, efyacrav ov Si/caia

el
<r<f)(i)v

TOV ySao-iXea Trap^aova-iv 69 roaovSe
21 Kivbvvov ffKovra. ravra d/covcras 'lovcrnviavbs

/3acri\ev<; en f^d\\ov 69 rrjv v

teal avTOv? avrifca fid\a etcehevev a
OVTCI) <yovv oitcaSe T&) avSpe rovrco e'/coyiu-

/cai, T6&)9 pev vv eTir/^avev ovcra, ev-

ravda r^crv'^a^errjv.
22 Trj 8e varepaLa afta f]\lu> dviff'XpvTt, eKirvcrra

69 TOV Sfjpov eyevero 009 d^orepay d7rr)\\ayiJTr)v

rrjs eV TraXartp Siarpiftr)*;. erpe^ov ovv 67r'

auTow9 6 Xe&>9 a?ra9, /SaatXea re "TTrdrtov dvrj-

yopevov, Koi av-rov a>9 irapa\'r]'^6p.vov rd Trpdy-
23 /iara 6*9 Trjv dyopdv rjyov. r) 8e 'TTrariov yvvrj

Ma/Jia, vveT?j re ovcra Kal B6av eirl craxfipocrvvr}

e~)(pvo~a, et%ero fjiev TOV dvSpbs /cal ov

iei, e/3oa 8e 6\o\vyf) re xpo)p,evr) teal TO 49

aTraaiv eytceXevofievr), 609 CLVTOV Trjv

24 eVt OavaTto ol Srjftot, ayoiev.

fjievTOi TOV 6/AtXov, avTij T6 ov
TOV avBpa Kal avrbv 6 Xe&>9 OVTI e/covcriov e'9 Trjv

KwvaravTivov dyopdv rjKOVTa eV Trjv j3aai\eiav
1

tir' aurois PV : Kal s av-rbv G.
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the insurrection continued no less violently under
them. Now on the fifth day of the insurrection in

the late afternoon the Emperor Justinian gave
orders to Hypatius and Pompeius, nephews of the
late emperor, Anastasius, to go home as quickly as

possible, either because he suspected that some plot
was being matured by them against his own person,
or, it may be, because destiny brought them to this.

But they feared that the people would force them to

the throne (as in fact fell out), and they said that

they would be doing wrong if they should abandon
their sovereign when he found himself in such

danger. When the Emperor Justinian heard this,

he inclined still more to his suspicion, and he bade
them quit the palace instantly. Thus, then, these
two men betook themselves to their homes, and,
as long as it was night, they remained there

quietly.
But on the following day at sunrise it became

known to the people that both men had quit the

palace where they had been staying. So the whole

population ran to them, and they declared Hypatius
emperor and prepared to lead him to the market-

place to assume the power. But the wife of Hypatius,
Mary, a discreet woman, who had the greatest re-

putation for prudence, laid hold of her husband
and would not let go, but cried out with loud
lamentation and with entreaties to all her kinsmen
that the people were leading him on the road to death.

But since the throng overpowered her, she unwil-

lingly released her husband, and he by no will of

his own came to the Forum of Constantine, where

they summoned him to the throne ; then since they
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etcakovv, Kal (ov yap fy avrols ovre 8id8i)/j,a ovre
n aXXo a)v 8rj ftacriXea Trepi^aXX-eadai
arperrrov rtva xpvcrovv em rfi K(j)a\f]

25 j3acri\ea 'Pw/jLaiwv dveiTrov. 17877 oe Kal rotv e/c

vvi6vra)V, ocroi OVK a7ro\ei(j)0evr^ eriry-

rfj /3acriXe&>9 av\fi, TroXXat /j,ev

co9 auro?9 Ireov dya>viov[Avoi<> 9

26 riov 'flptyevift 8e, avrjp IK ftovXrjs,
e TOidSe " Ta pev irapbvra ^pJiv, & avSpes 'Pto-

dyfiara prj ov%l TroXe/AO) 8iaKpi6fjvat
olov re. 7roXe/AO9

T Se Kal ftacriXeia
2 ra

TCOZ^ ei/ dvdpatTrois airdvTwv co/ioXoY^rai elvat.

27 TWV Se 8^ 7rpd%a>v at fj,yd\ai ov /3pa%vTr)Ti

KcupQv Karopdovcrdai QeKovcriv, aXX' evjSovXia
re \oyicr/ji()v Kal ir6voi<> crmfjidTcov, aTrep avdpto-

28 Trot 9 %povov /j,r/Kos evBeiKvvvrai. r)V fj,v ovv
errl TOV TroXe/uov

3
'loiftev, ejrl vpov p,ev oyu.^9

TO 7rpdy/j,ara rjfuv cfrrjaerai., Trepl Be T&V o\wv
ev ftpa^el SiaKivSvvevcrofjiev ypovw, r&v Se aTro-

ftrfcrecrffai fjLe\\ovrcov eveKa rrfv rv%rji> rj TrpocrKV-
29 vtjcro/jiev r) fjiefj^ro^eda 7ravT&)9. TO yap TWV

irpayf^drwv o^vrara 69 TO T?)9 TU^??9 &>9 TO
TroXXa Trepua-rarai Kpdros. rjv Be (T^oiXairepov
TO Trapovra SiotKrjcrtojjLeffa, ovSe /3ov\o/j,evoi<;

Trapeffrai 'fjpJiv 'lovcrnviavbv ev TraXaTtw Xo/Setv,
aXX' dyaTnjffei a>9 rd^icrra r^v ri<f avrov ea>r)

30 <f>vyelv. dp%r) yap TrepLoput^evri Karappelv e'lwOev,

d7ro\i}yovcrr)<i avrf} T?}9 tcr^uo9 9 rfpApav eKd(TTr)v.
ecrri roivvv rjfuv (Baai\eia erepa, TL\aKi\\iavai
re Kal ra 'Et\evr)<; CTrwvvfta, 08ev %p7) fiacri\a

1
ir6\ffnos P : Wxejuov VG. 2

0a<rjAei'a P : ^offiA.efaj' VG.
3

iro\f/J.iov GP : TrjAe^tov V.
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had neither diadem nor anything else with which
it is customary for a king to be clothed, they placed
a golden necklace upon his head and proclaimed him
Emperor of the Romans. By this time the members
of the senate were assembling, as many of them as

had not been left in the emperor's residence, and
many expressed the opinion that they should go to

the palace to fight. But Origenes, a man of the

senate, came forward and spoke as follows :
" Fellow

Romans, it is impossible that the situation which is

upon us be solved in any way except by war. Now
war and royal power are agreed to be the greatest of
all things in the world. But when action involves great
issues, it refuses to be brought to a successful issue by
the brief crisis of a moment, but this is accomplished
only by wisdom ofthought and energy of action, which
men display for a length of time. Therefore if we
should go out against the enemy, our cause will hang
in the balance, and we shall be taking a risk which
will decide everything in a brief space of time ; and,
as regards the consequences of such action, we shall

either fall down and worship Fortune or reproach her

altogether. For those things whose issue is most

quickly decided, fall, as a rule, under the sway of
fortune. But if we handle the present situation

more deliberately, not even if we wish shall we be
able to take Justinian in the palace, but he will very
speedily be thankful if he is allowed to flee ; for

authority which is ignored always loses its power,
since its strength ebbs away with each day. More-
over we have other palaces, both Placillianae and the

palace named from Helen, which this emperor should
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rovBe op/AWftevov rov re 7r6\e/JLOV Bieveyicelv teal

31 TO. a\\a BioiKijcracrdai fj a/j,eivov ej;ei" 'tlpiyevr)?

fjiev rocravra eiTrev. ol Be Brj a\Xoi, orrep </u\ei

o/itX.09 rroielv, 6vrep6v re dvre\afi/3dvovro teal

TO Trapavri/ca yovro %vp$opov elvai, teal

rfKLara ye 'TTrario? (xpr/v ydp.ol yevecrOai

T?}9 7Ti rov iTnroSpo/jiOv 6Sov lC\
rives Be <f)a<riv egeTrirrj&es avrov evravda tftceiv,

ySacrtXet evvoltcws e%6vra.
32 Oi Be

d/j,(f>l
rov ftacriXea ev /3ov\f) rjaav, TTO-

repa [Aevovcriv avroi<> rj rat? vavalv 9

rpeTrofj,evoi$ a/jueivov ecrrai. teal \6<yoi ftev

33 e\,yovro e9 efcdrepa (frepovres. teal eoB(opa
Be 77 ^ao-tX,t9 eXe^e rotdSe " To pev jvvai/ca ev

dvBpd(7i fj,rj xpfjvai, ro\^av TJ ev T0i9 drcOKVovai

veavievecrdai, rov jrapovra ol/j,ai xaipov tftcicrra

efaivai Biaa-KOTreia-dai eire ravry eire d\\Tj TTT;

34 vo/jLicrreov. ols <yap ra Trpdj/^ara e9 tcivSvvov

rov /j,eyi(rrov rjKei, OVK a\\o ovBev elvai Bo/cel

35 apia-rov rj ra ev TTO&IV co9 apiara deadai. 77701)-

l^ai Be rrjv <f>vyr)V eywye, e'ircep rcore, teal vvv,

rjv KOI rrjv croorrjpiav eTrdyijrai, d^vfj^opov elvai.

dvdpcoTTti) fjiev ydp e? <^>&)9 rjfcovri TO pr) ov%l Kal

vetcpy yevea'dai dSvvarov, TCO Be

36 TO (frvydBi elvai OVK dvexrov. fj,rj yap av

rijs d\ovpyi8o<; ravr-r)? %w/3i9, ^S" av rrjv rjpApav

e/ceivrjv ftiwiyv, ev y p,e Be(nroivav ol vrv%6vres
ov 7rpocrepov(Tiv. el fj,ev ovv crwi^ecrOai aoi j3ov-

\o/j,V(0 eo-riv, & /SacrtXeO, ovBev rovro trpay^a.
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make his headquarters and from there he should

carry on the war and attend to the ordering of all

other matters in the best possible way." So spoke
Origenes. But the rest, as a crowd is accustomed to

do, insisted more excitedly and thought that the

present moment was opportune, and not least of all

Hypatius (for it was fated that evil should befall him)
bade them lead the way to the hippodrome. But
some say that he came there purposely, being well-

disposed toward the emperor.
Now the emperor and his court were deliberating

as to whether it would be better for them if they
remained or if they took to flight in the ships. And
many opinions were expressed favouring either
course. And the Empress Theodora also spoke to

the following effect :
" As to the belief that a woman

ought not to be daring amorig men or to assert

herself boldly among those who are - holding back
from fear, I consider that the present crisis most

certainly does not permit us to discuss whether the
matter should be regarded in this or in some other

way. For in the case of those whose interests have
come into the greatest danger nothing else seems
best except to settle the <ssue immediately before
them in the best possible way. My opinion then is

that the present time, above all others, is inopportune
for flight, even though it bring safety. For while
it is impossible for a man who has seen the light
not also to die, for one who has been an emperor
it is unendurable to be a fugitive. May I never
be separated from this purple, and may I not live

that day on which those who meet me shall not
address me as mistress. If, now, it is your wish to

save yourself, O Emperor, there is no difficulty. For
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37 %prjfj,ara <ydp> l re TroAAa ecrriv r)/j,lv, teal &a-
\a(Tcra pev eKeivv], Tr\ola 8e ravra. cr/eoVet f^evroi

fjur)
SiaawOevTi ^vp^aeTai croi r^icfra av rr}?

crwrypias rbv QdvaTov dvTa\\da(T0ai. e/^e yap
TIS teal 7ra\aib<f apecr/cei ^0709, t>9 icdXbv evrd-

38 $iov rj /3aeri\eia ecrrt." roaavra rrjs /SacriXtSo?

etTroucn;?, Odpcros re rot? Tracruv 2
eTreyevero KOI

e? d\fcr)v rpaTropevoi ev {3ov\f) evoiovvro y av

d/AvvecrQai Bwarol yevoivTO, r\v Tt9 e?r' avrovs
39 TTO\eiJbrj(T(i)V 'lot. ol ^ev ovv o~rpari(t)rai, %V/JL-

Travres, ol T6 aXX,oi teal ocroi dfj,<pl rrjv y3acrtA,ea)9

av\rjv eTera^aro, ovre rco /3acrtXet evvo'iK&s etyov
ovre e9 TO efMfraves epyov e%ecrdat rf6e\ov, d\\d

40 TO /j,eX\,ov e/capaSo/covv OTTT) K'/3ij(TeTai. Trdcrav

Se rrjv e\,7riSa ev BeXtcra/Jtft) T6 /cat MowSw o

/3acrtXey9 efyev, wv drepof /j,ev, TSeXicrdpios, dpri
K rov M-^StAsoO eTravr/Kcov TroXe/iOi/ T?;y Te d\\r}v

Bepaireiav Svvarrfv T /cat \6yov d^lav eTrrfyero
Kal Sopv(f)6po)v re et%e teal VTraaTTicrTWv ir\rjdo<;
ev Te dycocri Kal Tot9 TOU 7ro\efjiov KtvSvvois

41 T9 /i6\Ta9 TreTroirjfjievov. Moi)i'So9 Se, 'lXXi-

piwv crTpaTTjybs aTroSeSeiyfAevos, Tv%rj Tivl %vve-

Kvpqcre /3ap/3dpov<} 'EpouXoi9 eTrayayo/jievos /card

Tiva %peiav e9 Hv^dvTiov yu,eTa7re/i7TT09 tf/ceiv.

42
f

T7TttTto9 yu-ey ovy eTreiSr) et9 Toy i7T7r68pofj,ov

d(f>i/ceTO, dvaftaivei pev avTL/ca ov Sr) ftacriXea
KaOicrTaffOai v6fj,o<t, /cddijTai 8e e9 TOI^ /3acri\iov

dpovov, o6ev del /8acrtXei'9 elcodei rov re ITTTTIKOV

43 Kal yvftviKov 6eda6at dya>va. e Be

MowSo9 yLtev Sta, 77^X779 f^^i, ev6a 8rj 6

O-TTO Tt?9 fcaOobov KVK\oTepov<? overt)? <avo/na<TTai.
1 <7ap> Haury : om. MSS. 2 iraaiv GP : TropoCo'ii' V.
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we have much money, and there is the sea, here the
boats. However consider whether it will not come
about after you have been saved that you would gladly
exchange that safety for death. For as for myself, I

approve a certain ancient saying that royalty is a good
burial-shroud." When the queen had spoken thus,
all were filled with boldness, and, turning their

thoughts towards resistance, they began to consider
how they might be able to defend themselves if any
hostile force should come against them. Now the
soldiers as a body, including those who were
stationed about the emperor's court, were neither
well disposed to the emperor nor willing openly to

take an active part in fighting, but were waiting for

what the future would bring forth. All the hopes of
the emperor were centred upon Belisarius and
Mundus, of whom the former, Belisarius, had

recently retm-ned from the Persian war bringing
with him a following which was both powerful and

imposing, and in particular he had a great number of

spearmen and guards who had received their training
in battles and the perils of warfare. Mundus had
been appointed general of the Illyrians, and by mere
chance had happened to come under summons to

Byzantium on some necessary errand, bringing with
him Erulian barbarians.
WThen Hypatius reached the hippodrome, he went

up immediately to where the emperor is accustomed
to take his place and seated himself on the royal
throne from which the emperor was always accus-
tomed to view the equestrian and athletic contests.

And from the palace Mundus went out through the

gate which, from the circling descent, has been given
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44 BeXicra/jto? Be ra fj,ev irp&ra evOv avrov re

"Tirariov teal Opovov rov ftacriXeiov dve/Baivev,

ft>9 Be 9 TO TT\r)(riov o"/cr]/*a rf\,6ev ov Brj o-rparun-
rwv (frpovpa IK Tra\aiov ecrrtv, eftoa rols <rrpa-
Ti(orai<t ejKe\ev6/jiVO<i avotyvvvai ol rrjv Qvpav

45 to? Ta^Kna OTTO)? eVt roy rvpavvov tot. BeBoj/j,e-

vov Be Tot? crrpaTicarais fjtrjBerepm apvveiv e&)9

avTwv arepof XafjLTTpws vitcq>r), &>? rj/cia-ra eTrat'eiv

46 Boicovvres Bte/cpovcravTO. avao'Tp'^ra<; ovv BeXt-

crdpios a)? ySacrtXea, Bie<p0dpdat la")(vpi^ero a-ffricri

47 Ta Trpdyi^ara. veatrepi^etv jap e? avrbv TOI?

crrpari(t)Ta<f o't TTJV TraXariov (frpovpav e%ovcriv.
efceXevev ovv avrbv f3a<Ti\ev<> eTTt rrjv KaXovfievrjv

48 Xa\Kr)v Kal ra evravOa 7rpo7rv\ata levat. 6 Be

Brj yu-oX.49 Kal ovre KivBvvcov ovre TTOVWV fjieyaX-wv

^&)/3i9 Bt epenricov re Kal ^wpicov i}[u<j)\eKr(i)v

49 Bief;ia)v e? TO ITTTTIKOV dvaftaivei. Kal eTretSrj rrapa
rrjv Bevereiov eyeyovei (rrodv, rj rov y8a<rtXea)9

dpovov ev 8eia ecrriv, ej3ov\evcr f^ev eVi irpwrov
avrbv "TTrdnov levai, ftpa^elas Be ovcrr)? evravOa
7TfXtSo9 ?) a,7rKK\ia-r6 re Kal VTTO rwv evrbs
"Trrarlov arpanwr&v e(f)v\d(r<rero, KarcoppcaSrja-e

fly ol ev areva) Trovovpevy 6 S^ytto9 %vvemdep,evo<>
avrov re Kal rovs eTropevovs airavras Bia<f)0eipav-
T9 paov re Kal arrov(i>repov errl /3aat\ea %<w/3^-

50 (Twai. \oyicrdfivo<? ovv do? ol 7rl rov Brj/jiov

treov effriv, ot ev r& tTnroSpofiq) ea-riJKeaav,

7r\r)dei, re dfierpoi Kal fiera Tro\\r)$ aKoa-filas WTT'

d\\ij\a)v todovfjLevoi, CLTTO rov KoXeov TO ^1^09
TO?9 re aXXot9 Kara ravra Troielv
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the name of the Snail. Belisarius meanwhile began
at first to go straight up toward Hypatius himself
and the royal throne, and when he came to the

adjoining structure where there has been a guard of
soldiers from of old, he cried out to the soldiers

commanding them to open the door for him as

quickly as possible, in order that he might go against
the tyrant. But since the soldiers had decided to

support neither side, until one of them should be

manifestly victorious, they pretended not to hear at

all and thus put him off. So Belisarius returned to
the emperor and declared that the day was lost for

them, for the soldiers who guarded the palace were

rebelling against him. The emperor therefore com-
manded him to go to the so-called Bronze Gate and
the propylaea there. So Belisarius, with difficulty and
not without danger and. great exertion, made his

way over ground covered by ruins and half-burned

buildings, and ascended to the stadium. And
when he had reached the Blue Colonnade which
is on the right of the emperor's throne, he

purposed to go against Hypatius himself first ;

but since there was a .small door there which
had been closed and was guarded by the soldiers

of Hypatius who were inside, he feared lest while
he was struggling in the narrow space the populace
should fall upon him, and after destroying both
himself and all his followers, should proceed with
less trouble and difficulty against the emperor.
Concluding, therefore, that he must go against the

populace who had taken their stand in ,the hippo-
drome a vast multitude crowding each other in

great disorder he drew his sword from its sheath

and, commanding the others to do likewise, with a
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eirayyeiKas, 8p6/ji<p re Kal Kpavyf) eV avrovs rjei.

51 o 8e Sf)/jLOs, are 8rj ev 6yu,iX&> Kal OVK ev rd^ei

la-rdfievoi, eTreiSrj <rrpari(ora<? el8ov reOwpaKia-
ftevovs re teal 86^av 7ro\\r)v ercL re dv8pia
KOI TToXe/ict)!/ ejATreipia eyovras, teal roi?

i<f)e<Tiv ov8e/jiia (freiSoi Tratovras, 9

52 a>pjj,'T)vro. tcpavyrjs Se TroXX^?, &>9 TO

yefyevijuevr)*;, 7r\r)criov TTOV earrjicws Moi)i>&O9

teal y8oiXo/ievo9 epjov e^ecrOai (TJV yap n<> ro\-

fjLi)rr)<; KO\ 8pa<7rijpio<>\ dTropovfjLevof Se rj %prj(rerai
TO69 Trapovatv, eTreiSrj ereK/jurfparo &>9 BXi<ra/0(O9
ev TO) TTOVO) e'lrj, evdvs eirl TO iTnroSpo/jMOv 8ia rijs

53 elcroSov ^ Ne/cpa Ka\eirai etcrySaXXet. TOTC &r)

Karepa)6ev ol 'Tnariov crraaiwrai Kara Kpdros
'

TrX^crcro/iei/ot &ie<j)0eipovro. evret 8e r/ rpoTrrj

Xa//.7Tyoa eyeyovei Kal <f>6vos r/v ijSij rov 8ijfj,ov

?roXy9, ^opatSr)^ re Kal 'IoO(TTO9, 'lovcrnviavov

y8a<7tXea)9 dvetyioi, ^eipa<; avrols ov8evbs dvrai-

petv ToXyu,wyT09, KadelXbv re diro rov Opovov
"TTrdriov Kal avrbv ecrayayovres /3acri\el a/j,a

54 Ho/XTT'rjLQ) TrapeStoKav. OvrjcrKOVcri re rov 8ij/j,ov

jrXeov rj rpia-fivpioi ev ravrrj rfj r)/j,epa. /3acri\ev<?
8e avrov? ev (f>v\aKrj ^akerrfj eKe\evev elvai.

55 evravda TlojATrijios pev eSaKpve re Kal ata eXeof

e^deyyero' rjv yap Srj 6 dvrjp Trpayftdrwv re Kal
KaKWV roiovrwv r)Kicrra e/j,7reipo<f 'T?raTt09 Se

avrbv TroXXa ovei&ia-a? OVK ecprj ^prjvat rovs OVK
56 ev 8f,KT) d7ro\ov/j,evov<; oSvpecrQai. dp%ijv re ydp

vrco rov STJ/AOV aKovras /3ia(T0f)vai, Kal OVK eVi
KCIKM rov y8a<rtXe&)9 vcrrepov 69 TO I7r7ro8p6jniov

d(f>iKo-0ai. Kreivavre? 8e ol arpanwrat rfj
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shout he advanced upon them at a run. But the

populace, who were standing in a mass and not in

order, at the sight of armoured soldiers who had a

great reputation for bravery and experience in war,
and seeing that they struck out with their swords

unsparingly, beat a hasty retreat. Then a great out-

cry arose, as was natural, and Mundus, who was

standing not far away, was eager to join in the fight,
for he was a daring and energetic fellow but he

was at a loss as to what he should do under the
circumstances ; when, however, he observed that
Belisarius was in the struggle, he straightway made a

sally into the hippodrome through the entrance
which they call the Gate of Death. Then indeed
from both sides the partisans of Hypatius were
assailed with might and main and destroyed. When
the rout had become complete and there had already
been great slaughter of the populace, Boraedes and
Justus, nephews of the Emperor Justinian, without

anyone daring to lift a hand against them, dragged
Hypatius down from the throne, and, leading him in,

handed him over, together with Pompeius to the

emperor. And there perished among the populace on
that day more than thirty thousand. But the

emperor commanded the two prisoners to be kept in

severe confinement. Then, while Pompeius was

weeping and uttering pitiable words (for the man
was wholly inexperienced in such misfortunes),

Hypatius reproached him at length and said that

those who were about to die unjustly should not
lament. For in the beginning they had been forced

by the people against their will, and afterwards they
had come to the hippodrome with no thought of

harming the emperor. And the soldiers killed both
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varepaia eicdrepov, e? OakaGcrav KadffKav ra
57 (TotLiara. /3aai\.ev<i Be avrwv re ra yprjfiara 9 TO

c. / > / > / \ "-v -v

orj/jioa'iov avaypaTrra erroLrjaaro /cat a\\.wv r(av

etc {3ov\rj<; aTravratv 01 8rj rqv ^VW^TJV %vv avrois
58 eOevTO. 7retra /xevroi TO 9 re aXXot? a?racrt /cat

T0t9 'TTrartou /cat Tlofjwrrjiov Traicrl rd re dia>-

ol? irporepov expwvro aTreSw/ce /cat

ocrois rwv eTriryBeiwv nvas OVK
. 9 roSe /wev T$vavria) rj

ere\evra.

XXV

/o9 Se /cat 'Icodvwrjs rrj<;

irapcikvOevres xpovy vcrrepov <? ap^as ra9 avra
2 Karearrjo-av a/j,(f)a). d\\a Tpiftovviavb? p.ev err)

TroXXa e7rt/3tov9 T^ rt/i^ ere\evrr)a-e vocra), aXXo
ouSev a>XaPi 7r

/
30? ovSevb? TraQcav. r)v <yap aipvkos

re /cat TaA,A,a 9Su9 /cat r9 <tA,oyo?7L4aTta9 TO

7ri<TKicrai

3 Trepiovcria. 'Iwdvvrjs 8e (rracri <yap a
re 6-tota>9 /cat aXe7ro9 ^, TrXrd^ re

Trpocrnirrrovcnv evreivofievos tea ra

arra^CLTTavra \6<y<p ovSevl ^rjt^o/jievos;) Sercarov ero9

rrjv dp%r)v e^wv rrjv SLKTJV op05)<$ /cat n/cata>9 rfjs

9 T^/y Siairav rrapavo^Las ej;eri,(T rporrw roi&Se.

4 eoB(opa r) y3acrtXt9 rf)(6ero avr& rravruiv

/j,d\i(Tra. /cat 09 rfj <yvvaucl rrpo&KeKpovKtoS ot9

r)/j,dprave, OwTreia p,ev avrrjv rj %dpiri /j,ere\0iv
a>9 rjKtcrra eyvtt), 69 7ril3ovX,r)v Be avrfj e'/c TOT)

e/z</> avov<i /cadiard/jLevo? 9 TO
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of them on the following day and threw their bodies

into the sea. The emperor confiscated all their

property for the public treasury, and also that of all

the other members of the senate who had sided with

them. Later, however, he restored to the children

of Hypatius and Pompeius and to all others the titles

which they had formerly held, and as much of their

property as he had not happened to bestow upon his

friends. This was the end of the insurrection in

Byzantium.

XXV

TRIBUNIANUS and John were thus deprived of office,

but at a later time they were both restored to the
same positions. And Tribunianus lived on in office

many years and died of disease, suffering no further
harm from anyone. For he was a smooth fellow and

agreeable in every way and well able by the excel-

lence of his education to throw into the shade his

affliction of avarice. But John was oppressive and
severe alike with all men, inflicting blows upon those
whom he met and plundering without respect
absolutely all their money ; consequently in the
tenth year of his office he rightly and justly atoned
for his lawless conduct in the following manner.
The Empress Theodora hated him above all

others. And while he gave offence to the woman
by the wrongs he committed, he was not of a mind to

win her by flattery or by kindness in any way, but he

openly set himself in opposition to her and kept
slandering her to the emperor, neither blushing
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and easy of capture, were tearing down portions of

it in turn and restoring them with new construc-

tion. Now just at that time they had torn down
one section of it and had not yet built in this

interval ; when, therefore, they -leai'iied that the

enemy were close at hand, they carried out the most \

precious of their treasures, and the wealthy in- /

habitants withdrew to other strongholds, while the
rest without soldiers remained where they were.
And it happened that great numbers of farmers had

gathered there. These Chosroes enslaved and razed

everything to the ground. A little later, upon
receiving the hostage, John, he retired to his own
country. And the Armenians who had submitted
to Chosroes received pledges from the Romans and
came with Bassaces to Byzantium. Such was the
fortune of the Romans in the third invasion of
Chosroes. And Belisarius came to Byzantium at

the summons of the emperor, in order to be sent

again to Italy, since the situation there was already
full of difficulties for the Romans.

XXII

DURING these times there was a pestilence, by 5*2 A.D.

which the whole human race came near to being
annihilated. Now in the case of all other scourges
sent from Heaven some explanation of a cause

might be given by daring men, such as the many
theories' propounded by those who are clever in

these matters ; for they love to conjure up causes
which are absolutely incomprehensible to man, and
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re dvan\d(T(Teiv vTrepopiovs, e^emcrrdfjievoi /JLCV

&>9 \eyovcnv ovBev vyies, drro^pffv Be rjyovuevot

<r<f)i(Ti,v, ijv ye r&v evrvy^avovrwv rivds T< \6ya)
2 et;a7rarrj(Tavre<> Treicraxri. rovrut fJievrot rat /catcy

irpofyacrlv rtva 77 \oyw elTreiv 77 Siavoiq \oyi-
cracrOai f^rj^avtj rt? ovSefjbia ecrrL, irXijv ye Brj

3 oaa e? TOV deov dvct(f)epe(r8at. ov yap eVt fjiepovs

Trj<; 7779 ovSe dv6pcoTrcav rial yeyovev ov8e riva

utpav rov erovf O"%ev, odev av Kal crofyiafjiara
airias evpecrdai 8vvara eciy, d\\d rrepi,eftd\\ero

fjiev rqv yrjv ^v^rraaav, /Stoi9 Se dvdp(t>rr<0v
arcavras eySXa-^re, Kalrrep d\~\,ij\a>v e? rovvavriov

Trapa TTO\V Bia\\d<rcrovra<}, oure (pvcre(t)s rivos
4 ovre r)\iKia<> fyeia-d^evov. elre yap ^wpiwv evoi-

Kijcrei eire vo/j,w Siairr)*;, f) <ycre&>9 rporrw, rj

emrrjSevfjLaaiv, 77 aXX&> orw dvdpunrutv avOpwrroi
Sia<f)epov(riv, ev ravrrj 8r) fJ>6vrj rfj vocrw TO

5 SiaXXdcrcrov ovSev wvrjcrev. eTrecTKij^e Se roi9

pev a>pa Oepovs, roi9 Se %ei/j,()vi, rofc 8e Kara
Toi9 aXXou9 Kaipovs. Xeyerco fiev ovv 0)9 TTT;

etcaffros rrepl avrtov yivwaicei /cal ao<f)i,(rrr}<? Kal

fierea)po\6yo<f, eya> 8e odev re ijp^aro 77 vocros

tf8e Kal T/JOTT&) Brj ortp rovs dvdpa>rrovs Bie<pdetpev

epfav

e% Klyvrrrloav 01 <0Kijvrat ev

yevo/jievr) Be BL%a TTT) fj,ev errl re

'A.\eavBpeia<; Kal rrjs aXXrjs Alyinrrov e^foprjcre,

vrr) Be eTrl TIa\ai(rrivov<; TOW A.iyv7rrioi<s ouopow?
?i\6ev, evrevOev re Kare\a/3e rrjv yrjv crv/jLTracrav,

6Ba> re del rrpoloixra Kal xpovoi? {3aBiovcra
7 rot9 KadrjKOvaiv. errl prjrols yap eBoKei
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to fabricate outlandish theories of natural philosophy,
knowing well that they are saying nothing sound,
but considering it sufficient for them, if they com-

pletely deceive by their argument some of those
whom they meet and persuade them to their view.

But for this calamity it is quite impossible either

to express in words or to conceive in thought any
explanation, except indeed to refer it to God. For
it did not come in a part of the world nor upon
certain men, nor did it confine itself to any season of
the year, so that from such circumstances it might
be possible to find subtle explanations of a cause,
but it embraced the entire world, and blighted the
lives of all men, though differing from one another
in the most marked degree, respecting neither
sex nor age. For much as men differ with regard
to places in which they live, or in the law of their

daily life, or in natural bent, or in active pursuits, or

in whatever else man differs from man, in the case
of this disease alone the difference availed naught.
And it attacked some in the summer season, others
in the winter, and still others at the other times of
the year. Now let each one express his own
judgment concerning the matter, both sophist and

astrologer, but as for me, I shall proceed to tell

where this disease originated and the manner in

which it destroyed men.
It started from the Aegyptians who dwell in

Pelusium. Then it divided and moved in one direc-

tion towards Alexandria and the rest of Aegypt, and
in the other direction it came to Palestine on the
borders of Aegypt ; and from there it spread over the
whole world, always moving forward and travelling
at times favourable to it. For it seemed to move by
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Kal %povov Tdfcrbv V %&>/> e/cdcrTr) Biarpiflrjv

e%eiv, 9 ovBevas fj,ev dv6p(i)7ra>v Trapepyw; Tq>

<f)d6p(t)
l

xpwfjuevr), crKeBavvvpewr] Be e<' etcdrepa

l^e^pt e? T9 T?}9 oiKOVfjievrjs eo"%aTid<;, &(nrep
BeBoiKvla firf Tt9 avrr/v rrj<; 7% 8ta\ddot //,u^o9.

8 OVTC yap vrj(r6v nva rj (nrrfkaiov -tj dicpwpeiav
6\LTTTo dv0p(t)7rov<; ol/crjTOpa? eyovarav rjv Be

TTOV nva Kal irapfaacre %ct)pav, tj fj,rj -^ravcracra
TWV Tavrrj avBpunrwv r) dfj,a)cr<ye7ra><; avrwv a-^ra-

v(j)
TO> vcrrepa) av0i<$ evravOa

rwv JJLZV irepioitccov, ol<? 8rj Tri/cporara

Trporepov, OLSa/xw9 ^^aro, T?)9 Be

ov Trporepov aTrecmj ea>9 TO

opdoixt Kal BiKaiax; TWV
Kal rot9 dp^> avrrjv

TW TrpOTepw Bce<f)0dpdai, rerv-^TjKev. dpa-
Se del IK r^9 7rapa\ia<f r) vocros r/Se, ovrw

9 rrjv /Aeaoyeiov dveflaive %a>pav. BevTepw
Be eret 9 ISv^avrtov fj,eaovvTO<s rov fjpos d(f>iKTO,

10 evda Kal e/j,ol eTTtBrj/Jietv TrjviKavra vve{3r). eyi-
veTo Be &Be. (fada-para Batftovwv TroXXot? 9

Trdcrav dvOpdtTrov IBeav a>(f>6r], ocrot re avTOis

, TraiecrOat SOVTO 77/009 TOI) evrv-

OTrrj 7raparv%oi rov <7<w/naT09,

re TO <f)da/u,a TOVTO edtprnv Kal ry vocrw

11 avTiKa r)\iaKovTO. Kar
J

dp%a<; fjiev ovv ol

TrapaTreTTTWKOTes wnoTpk'neaQai avrd eTretpwvro,
TWV re ovofjbdratv d7TO(rrofjiari^ovT<; ra Beiorara
Kal TO. aXXa, e^o&iov/JLevoi, (09 eKaaros TTTJ eBv-

i'aro, fjvvov pevToi, TO TrapaTrav ovBev, ejrel KCLV

Tot9 iepols 01 TrXetcTTOt KaTafyevyovres Bi(pdei-
1

<p06pu P : <pQ6v<a VG.
''

oirep Haury : Sxrvep MSS.
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fixed arrangement, and to tarry for a specified time
in each country, casting its blight slightingly upon
none, but spreading in either direction right out to

the ends of the world, as if fearing lest some corner

of the earth might escape it. For it left neither

island nor cave nor mountain ridge which had human
inhabitants ; and if it had passed by any land, either

not affecting the men there or touching them in

indifferent fashion, still at a later time it came back
;

then those who dwelt round about this land, whom
formerly it had 'afflicted most sorely, it did not touch
at all, but it did not remove from the place in ques-
tion until it had given up its just and proper tale of

dead, so as to correspond .exactly to the number

destroyed at the earlier time among those who dwelt
round about. And this disease always took its start

from the coast, and from there went up to the
interior. And in the second year it reached Byzantium
in the middle of spring, where it happened that I was

staying at that time. And it came as follows. / Appari-
tions of supernatural beings in human guise of every
description were seen by many persons, and those
who encountered them thought that they were struck

by the man they had met in this or that part of the

body, as it happened, and immediately upon seeing
this apparition they were seized also by the disease.

.

Now at first those who met these creatures tried to

turn them aside by uttering the holiest of names and
exorcising them in other ways as well as each one
could, but they accomplished absolutely nothing, for

even in the sanctuaries where the most of them fled
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12 povro. vtrrepov Be ovBe rot? <tXot9 KaXovcriv

eTraKoveiv rj^Lovv, aXXa Ka6eipt;avre<; avrov? ev

TOt9 Ba)fji,arioi<;, cm Brj OVK ercaiOLev irpocre-

TTOLovvro, KttLTrep dpao~<70fJtV(i)V avrois rwv 6vp)V,

BetjAaivovres Brj\ovori p,r) SaifAovwv rt? o

13 eirj. rial Be ov^ OVTWS 6 Xot/zo?
'

o-^nv oveipov IBovres raurb rovro ?rpo9 rov

Trdcr^etv eSofcovv, rj \6yov aicoveiv

atylcnv on Brj e*9 TWV
14 rov dpidjjbov dvdypaTTTOi elev. rot? Se

ovre inrap ovre ovap alaOoiMevois rov

15 elra rfi vocrw ^vvefir) d\(ovai. f)\iaKovro Be

rpoTTO) roimBe. eTrvpea-aov a<f)va), ol pev e VTTVOV

eyrjjepfMevoi,, ol Be Trepnrdrov? iroiov/jievoi, ol Be

16 aXXo o n Brj irpdacrovre^. /cat TO fjiev aw^a
ovre n Bitf\\ao~o~ r?}? Trporepas %poid<t ovre

0ep/jLov rjv, are nvperov emrcecrovros, ov

ovBe (f)\6<yct)cri,

e fca

TJV ware p,r)re rot9 VO<TOVO~IV avros fj^rjre arpw
17 a-TTTO/ie^a) BOKIJCTIV KivBvvov Trape^ea'dat. ov <ydp

ovv ovBe Tt9 re\evrdv ra>v TrepnreTrraiKorwv arc
1

avrov eBo^ev. ri/jiepa Be rot9 /j,ev rfj avrfj, rot9

Be rf} eTTiyevofAevr), erepoi<; Be ov ?roXXat9 vcrrepov

ftouft<av eTrfjpro, OVK evravOa povov, evda Kal

TO ToO crwyu,aTO9 fiopiov, o Brj rov rjrpov evepdev
1
&XP' S effirtpas VP : &XP1 ^s
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for refuge they were dying constantly. But later on '

they were unwilling even to give heed to their friends

when they called to them, and they shut themselves up
in their rooms and pretended that they did not hear,

although their doors were being beaten down, fearing,

obviously, that he who was calling was one of those
demons. But in the case of some the pestilence did
not come on in this way, but they saw a vision in a
dream and seemed to suffer the very same thing at

the hands of the creature who stood over them, or

else to hear a voice foretelling to them that they were
written down in the number of those who were to

die. But with the majority it came about that they
were seized by the disease without becoming aware
of what was coming either through a waking vision

or a dream. And they were taken in the following
manner. They had a sudden fever, some when just
roused from sleep, others while walking about, and
others while otherwise engaged, without any regard
to what they were doing. And the body showed no

change from its previous colour, nor was it hot as

might be expected when attacked by a fever, nor
indeed did any inflammation set in, but the fever was
of such a languid sort from its commencement and

up till evening that neither to the sick themselves ,

nor to a physician who touched them would it afford

any suspicion of danger, 'it was natural, therefore,
that not one of those who had contracted the disease

expected to die from it.J But on the same day in

some cases, in others on the following day, and in

the rest not many days later, a bubonic swelling
developed ; and this took place not only in the

particular part of the body which is called "boubon," l

1 I.e.
"
groin."
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a r)<;

eWo9, evicts Be Kal Trapa ra wra teal OTTOV rrore

18 Ta /jiev ovv a%pi rovBe Tracriv o/iotw? cr^eBov ri

Tot9 rfj vocrq) aXLcrKopAvoi,^ vve{3aii>' ra $e

evffevSe ovtc e^a) el-neiv Trorepov ev r& 8ia\\d(T-

CTOVTI rwv a-fo/jLarcov Kal 77 8ia<f)opa TU>V ^V/JLTTI-

TTTOVTW eyivero, rj OTTT) TTOTC ftov\o/j,evw eirj

19 TW rrjv voa-ov eirayayovri. CTreyLvero yap rot?

/*ev* Ko>fj,a ftaOv, rot? Be Trapafypoavvr] ofeta,

e/cdrepoi re ra rrpos rrjv voaov emr^eiw^ e^ovra
erfaa-)(ov' 019 f*>ev yap TO icG)p,a eTre/cetro, rrdvrwv

eTuXeXyirfjievoi rS)v elwObrwv cr<f)i(rtv e<? del tcadev-

20 Seiv eSo/covv. teal el fj,ev ris avrwv eVt/ieXoiro,

fjiera^v r]aQiov, rives Be /cal d7rr)fj,e\i}/jbevoi drropiq
21 rpo(f>rj<f evdvs edvrjcrKov. 01 /j,evroi ru> r^9 rcapa-

(ppocrvvrjs dXovres KaK& dypvirvia re Kal <f>av-

racria Tro\\fj efyovro, Kal nvas vTroirrevovres
eTTievat <T(f)icri,v cl)? Br) drfo\ovvra<$, e? rapa^rfv
re tcadicrravro Kal dvaftowvres e^aicriov olov

22 e? (f)vyr)v wp/^rjvro. oi re avrovs Oeparrevovres
KafJidrft) drfav&ra) e%6/jivoi ra dviJKeara 69 del

23 erfaa-'xpv. Bcb Br) arravres avrovs ov-% r)(r<rov

rj TOU9 Trovovftevow; utKri^ovro, ov% on rq> \oiaa)

eTTie^ovro eK rov TTpoaievai (ovre yap larpw ovre

IBiforr] n$ra\a')(elv roij /caicov rovBe rwv vo-

<rovvra)v rj rwv rereXevrrjKortov arf-ro^kvw vve-

,ev del Kal rov<{ ovBev cr(f)i(n

rj 6drrrovres 77 6epa7revovres ravrrj
1

Iff-ri VP : $iv G. 2
fj-itpuv MSS. : /j.fpuv Hoeschel.
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that is, below the abdomen, but also inside the arm-

pit, and in some cases also beside the ears, and at

different points on the thighs. s

Up to this point, then, everything went in about
the same way with all who had taken the disease.

But from then on very marked differences developed ;

and I am unable to say whether the cause of this

diversity of symptoms was to be found in the differ-

ence in bodies, or in the fact that it followed the
wish of Him who brought the disease into the world.
For there ensued with some a deep coma, with others
a violent delirium, and in either case they suffered

the characteristic symptoms of the disease. For
those who were under the spell of the coma forgot
all those who were familiar to them and seemed to

be sleeping constantly. And if anyone cared for

them, they would eat without waking, but some also

were neglected, and these would die directly through
lack of sustenance. But those who were seized with
delirium suffered from insomnia and were victims of a
distorted imagination ; for they suspected that men
were coming upon them to destroy them, and they
would become excited and rush off in flight, crying
out at the top of their voices. And those who were

attending them were in a state of constant exhaustion
and had a most difficult time of it throughout. For
this reason everybody pitied them no less than the

sufferers, not because they were threatened by the

pestilence in going near it (for neither physicians
nor other persons were found to contract this malady
through contact with the sick or with the dead, for

many who were constantly engaged either in burying
or in attending those in no way connected with them
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Sr) rfi inrovpyifi Trapd 86^av dvrei%ov, 7ro\\ol
Be T?}9 vcxrov aTrpOffracriaTws avrois
ev0v<$ edvr}(TKOv), d\\' ori ra\anrcopi,a

24 ei%ovro. etc re yap rwv crrpw^drwv
Kdi KaXtvo'ov/Aevovs e? TO e'6a<o9 dvriKaOLcrrwv

av6is, teal piTTTeiv afyas CIVTOVS e/c TWV olKf}/j,dra)v

e<f)i6fjL6vov<; wOovvres re Kol av6i\Kovre<> e/3id-

25 %ovro. vBwp re ot? Traparv^oi, efJLTreaelv r)6e\ov,
ov $r)

1

ov% oaov rov Trorov 2
eTndvfiia (e? yap

3

OaXacrcrav ol TroXXot Mp/juiyvro^, d\\ a'irt-ov r/v

26 /j,d\iara r) r&v <f)pevS)v voaos. TroXv? 8e aurot?
KOI Trepl ra9 ^Q/Jcoo-et? eyevero TTOVOS. ov yap
evirerws Trpoaievro ravras. TroXXot re airopla
rov OepaTrevovros 8ie<f)ddprjcrav, r) \tfjba> jne^o-

27 ftevoi, r) d<f>' v^rrjKov KaOievres TO crwyt^a. ocroi<?

8e ovre Kwpa ovre Trapa<f>pocrvvr] eveTrecre, rovrois

Brj o re /3ov/3a>v eo-^atceXt^e teal avrol
28 oSvvais ovtceri dvre^ovre^ Wvr]crKov.

piaxreie 8' dv Tt9 /cat Tot9 d\\oi<; aTracrt Kara
ravra ^v^-rjvai, aXX' eVet eV auTofc 009 rjKicrra

r)<rav, ^vvelvai rf)<; 6Svvr)<> ovBafj,^ etyov, rov
7rd0ov<> avrols rov dfi<j)l T? (frpevas irapaipov-

/jievov rrjv ai<jdr)o~w.
29 'A.7ropovfjbvoi yovv rwv rives larpwv rfj rwv

^Vfji7ri7rr6vro)v dyvoia TO Te rf/s vocrov tce<f)d\aiov
ev Tot9 /3ov/3a)(Tiv dTTOKercpiaOai olofj^evoi, Biepev-
vacrdai ru>v rereXevrrj/corwv ra crco/jara eyvaxrav.
xal SieXovres rwv fiovfiavow rivds, avOpaicos
beivov ri ^prjpa fj,7re(f>VKo<? evpov.

1 ov STI Hoeschel : ou Se VG, ou 8/ P, vSan conjectured by
Christ, aiiry by Haury.

2 irorov P : irora/j.ov VG .

3
yap Hoeschel : yovv MSS.
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held out in the performance of this service beyond
all expectation, while with many others the disease
came on without warning and they died straightway) ;

but they pitied them because of the great hardships
which they were undergoing. For when the patients
fell from their beds and lay rolling upon the floor,

they kept putting them back in place, and when
they were struggling to rush headlong out of their

houses, they would force them back by shoving and

pulling against them. And when water chanced to

be near, they wished to fall into it, not so much
because of a desire for drink (for the most of them
rushed into the sea), but the cause was to be found

chiefly in the diseased state of their minds. They
had also great difficulty in the matter of eating, for

they could not easily take food. And many perished
through lack of any man to care for them, for they
were either overcome by hunger, or threw themselves
down from a height. And in those cases where neither
coma nor delirium came on, the bubonic swelling
became mortified and the sufferer, no longer able
to endure the pain, died. And one would suppose
that in all cases the same thing would have been
true, but since they were not at all in their senses,
some were quite unable to feel the pain ; for owing
to the troubled condition of their minds they lost all

sense of feeling.
Now some of the physicians who were at a loss

because the symptoms were not understood, suppos-
ing that the disease centred in the bubonic swell-

ings, decided to investigate the bodies of the dead.
And upon opening some of the swellings, they found
a strange sort of carbuncle that had grown inside

them.
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30 "Ei0vr)crKOV Be ol p,ev avriica, ol Be

7roXXat9 vcTTepov, Ticrl re <j)\vKraivai<> /j,e\aivai<>

O(TOV (fra/cov fj,eye8o<} e^tjvdei TO <r<w//,a, o'i ovBe

/juiav eireftiwv ?jp,epav, aXX' ev6va>pbv airavres

31 edvrjcrKOV. 7ro\\ov$ 8e KCLI ri<$ auTO/w.aro9 at-

/iaro? eTTiyivofAevos eyu-ero? evdvs 8ie^pi](Taro.
32 efceivo pevroi airo^vaaQai e%w, 005 TWV la-rpwv

ol BoKificararoi TTO\\OV<; /Jiev reffv^ea-dai trpof)-

yopevov, e>2 &rj /ca/cwv airaOel^ oXiyw vcrTepov

irapa 86%av eyivovro, iroXkovs Se ori awOricyovrai

lcr%vpiovTO, 01 8rj SicKfiOaptfcreadai e/ieXXoy av-

33 TiKa Si) yttaXa. ovra><; alria TIS rjv
l

ov8e/J,ia ev

ravrr] Ty vcxra) 69 dvdpwTrov Xoyicryu-oz/ <j>epovcra-

Trdcri yap rt? d\6yi<TTO<? aTrofSaais em 7rXet(7TO^

e(f>ep6To, teal ra \ovrpa TOVS ftev wv^cre, rov<{

34 8e ov&ev ri rjcrcrov KaTeftXatyev. apeKovfJievoi
re TroXXot edvrjaKOV, TroXXot Be irapa \6yov
(T(I)OVTO. KOI Trd\iv av ra r^
exdrepa rot9 %/o&>/iei'ot9 evwpei- /cat TO
eiTreiv ovSe/jiia /jbrj^avr) dvuputirw 6*9 rrjv

eevpr]TO, ovre Trpo^vKa^a^kvw jj,rj
jr

ovre rov tca/cov eTrtTrecroj/TO? TrepiyeveaOai, aXXa
ical TO TraOelv inrpo^daiaTov rjv Kal TO Trepieivai

avroparov.
35 Kat yvvai^l Be ocrat eKvovv TrpoinrTos eyivero

TTJ voaw dXi<TKOfj,6vai<; 6 Odvaros. at pJev yap
dp,f3\i(TKovcrai, eQwrjcrrcov, at Be TiKTOvcrai vv

36 auTOt9 evOvs Tot9 TiKTO/J,evois e^Oeipowro. T/oet9

fievToi \%ov$ \eyovcri TWV rraiBwv a<f)i(riv cnro-

1 rts ?iv Maltretus : nalv MSS.

462



HISTORY OF THE WARS, II. xxii. 30-36

Death came in some cases immediately, in others
after many days ; and with some the body broke out
with black pustules about as large as a lentil and these
did not survive even one day, but all succumbed

immediately. With many also a vomiting of blood
ensued without visible cause and straightway brought
death. Moreover I am able to declare this, that the
most illustrious physicians predicted that many would
die, who unexpectedly escaped entirely from suffer-

ing shortly afterwards, and that they declared that

many would be saved, who were destined to be
carried off almost immediately. So it was that in

this disease there was no cause which came within
the province of human reasoning ; for in all cases the
issue tended to be something unaccountable. For

example, while some were helped by bathing, others
were harmed in no less degree. And of those who
received no care many died, but others, contrary to

reason, were saved. And again, methods of treat-

ment showed different results with different patients.
Indeed the whole matter may be stated thus, that
no device was discovered by man to save himself, so

that either by taking precautions he should not

suffer, or that when the malady had assailed him
he should get the better of it ; -but suffering came
without warning and recovery was due to no external
cause.

And in the case of women who were pregnant
death could be certainly foreseen if they were taken
with the disease. For some died through mis-

carriage, but others perished immediately at the
time of birth with the infants they bore. How-
ever, they say that three women in confinement
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\ofjievwv Trepiyeveo-Oai, teal /j,id<f rjBrj ev rw roKera)

rerfydai re Kal Trepielvai ru> Trai-

37
r/

O<ro9 /Mev ovv fjuei^wv re 6 ftov/Bwv rjpero KOI

9 TTVOV fupiKro, rovrois Br) Trepielvai TT;? vocrov

aTraXXao-cro/ievot? %vve/3aivev, eVet Sr/\ov ori

avrolf 77 atcf^rj e? rovro e\.e\(O(f)i]Kei rov avffpafcos,

yiHopicrftd re rr)<? vyeia? rovro ex rov enl ir\ei-

crrov eyivero' 0*9 Se 6 fBovj3u>v eVt rff^ TTporepa?
tSea? 8ifjiiv, rovrots 7rpieio~r)]Kei ra tcaKa wv

38 apri epvrjadriv. rial Be avr&v Kal rov fAijpov

aTro^ripavOrjvai vve/3r), e(f>
ov 6 ftovftwv eirapdels

39 i>9 r/KKTra /j,7rvos yeyovev, aXXoi? re OVK err

atcepaia) rfj jXtacro-p Trepiyevea-dai,
aXX' fj rpav\iov(riv, r) //,oXt<? re KOI

XXIII

1 'H fiev ovv voo-os ev Bf^aj/Ttw e? reo-crapa?
2 oirj\0e fj,r)va<>, iJK/j,a(Te Be ev rptcrl fi,a\.icrra. KOI

Kar* ap%a<; /j.ev edvrjcrKov rwv elwOorwv 0X176)
TrXetot*?, elra en, /jbd\\ov TO KCLKOV rjpero, //.era

Se e? Trevra.Kicr'XiXiovs ^/j,epa e/cdarrj e^itcvetro
TO rwv veicpaiv fterpov, Kal av 7rd\iv e? fjivpiovs

3 re xal rovratv eri TrXetou? fj\0e. ra ftev ovv

Trpwra rfj<; ra<f)f)<; avros e/cacrro? eVe/ieXeiTo
ra>v Kara rrjv oiKiav veKpa>v, 01)9 Brj Kal 69

aXXoTyota9 OrJKas eppLTrrovv rj \avddvovre<? rj

/3ia6fj,evof etreira Be rrdvra ev cnracri, uvera-
4 pd^dr). BovXoi re ydp ep,eivav BeaTrortov e
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survived though their children perished, and that
one woman died at the very time of child-birth but
that the child was born and survived.

Now in tliose cases where the swelling rose to

an unusual size and a discharge of pus had set in,

it came about that they escaped from the disease
and survived, for clearly the acute condition of the
carbuncle had found relief in this direction, and this

proved to be in general an indication of returning
health ; but in cases where the swelling preserved
its former appearance there ensued those troubles
which I have just mentioned. And with some of
them it came about that the thigh was withered, in

which case, though the swelling was there, it did not

develop the least suppuration. With others who
survived the tongue did not remain unaffected, and

they lived on either lisping or speaking incoherently
and with difficulty.

XXIII

Now the disease in Byzantium ran a course of four

months, and its greatest virulence lasted about three.

And at first the deaths were a little more than the

normal, then the mortality rose still higher, and after-

wards the tale of dead reached five thousand each

day, and again it even came to ten thousand and
still more than that./ Now in the beginning each
man attended to the burial of the dead of his own
house, and these they threw even into the tombs
of others, either escaping detection or using violence ;

but afterwards confusion and disorder everywhere
became complete. For slaves remained destitute of
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dvBpe<f re rd rrporepa \iav 6vSa.ifj.oves T% rwv
oltcerwv VTrovpytas rj votrovvrutv r) rere\evrr)/eor(i)v

effrepijvro, Tro\\ai re oltciai rravrditaaiv eprj/noi

5 dvdpcorrcov eyevovro. Bib or) ^weftr/ rt&l rwv

fyvaypifi-wv TTJ airopiq r)jj,epas 7ro\\a$ drd<f)oi$
elvai.

"E? re ySacrfXea 77 rov Trpdy/jLaros Trpovota,
6 a>9 TO el/cos, rf\.6e. crr/aaTicora? ovv e/c TraXartou

Kal ^prjfjuiTa vet/i-a? e68copov eiceXeve TOV epyov
TOVTOV '7rifjLe\ei(T0at, 09 Sr) aTTOKpicrecri rat9

y8acrtXt/cai9 (f)icrr^Ki, del rat ftacri\ei TO,? rwv
ifcer&v Se?;<rei9 d<yye\\a)V, crrj/jLaivwv re av6is
o<ra av avrfi) ftovXopevw eirj. pefapevSdpiov rfj

AariV(t)i> (fxavfj rrjv ri/J.r)V ravrrjv /ca\oi)(Ti
r

P<w-

7 fjiaioi.. ot9 fjiev ovv OVTTW l TTCLvrdrraarLV 69 eptj-

fiiav e/jirfeirrwKora rd Kara rrjv olic'iav ervy^avev,
avrol ercacrrot rds r&v TrpoarjKovrtov ercoiovvro

8 ra(j>d<j. 6080)^09 oe rd re /3aai\eco<? Si&ovs

^prjfiara KOI rd ol/ceia rrpocravaX-icrKtov TOU9
9 d7Difj,e\r)fJivovs rwv vetcpwv eOarrrev. errel Be

ra9 dr)K,a<s drfdcras a't rrpbrepov rjcrav e/j,7ri-

irKaaQai rwv veicpwv erv%ev, 01 Be opvcrcrovre
1?

drcavra e(f>efj<s rd d[j,<f>l rrjv TTO\LV ^capia,
evravdd re rov<? Ovr/cricovra^ rcarariflefjievot, 609

eacrro9 rrrj eovvaro, d7rr)\\dacrovro, eTreira oe

ol r9 Kar(t)pv%a<? ravras Troiovfjuevoi 77/309 rwv
dTTodvr/cncovrwv TO /j,erpov ov/ceri dvre%ovre<>,
9 TOt9 TTVpyov? rov irepiftoXov dve/Saivov 09

10 ev Sv/cat9 ecrrr rds re 6po<f)d<$ Trepte\6vre<{
evravda eppifrrovi' rd aw^ara ovSevl Kocr/J,a),

1 oKvoi Maltretus : eltrov V, om. (1.
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masters, and men who in former times were very
prosperous were deprived of the service of their
domestics who were either sick or dead, and many
houses became completely destitute of human in-

habitants. For this reason it came about that some
of the notable

t
men of the city because of the

universal destitution remained unburied for many
days.
And it fell to the lot of the emperor, as was

natural, to make provision for the trouble. He there-
fore detailed soldiers from the palace and distributed

money, commanding Theodorus to take charge ot

this work ; this man held the position of announcer
of imperial messages, always announcing to the

emperor the petitions of his clients, and declaring
to them in turn whatever his wish was. In the
Latin' tongue the Romans designate this office by
the term "referendarius." So those who had not as

yet fallen into complete destitution in their domestic
affairs attended individually to the burial of those
connected with them. But Theodorus, by giving
out the emperor's money and by making further

expenditures from his own purse, kept burying the
bodies which were not cared for. And when it came
about that all the tombs which had existed pre-
viously were filled with the dead, then they dug
up all the places about the city one after the

other, laid the dead there, each one as he could,
and departed ; but later on those who were making
these trenches, no longer able to keep up with
the number of the dying, mounted the towers
of the fortifications in Sycae,

1 and tearing off the
roofs threw the bodied in there in complete disorder

;

1 Modern Galata.
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Kal ^vvvrjaavres, &>9 TTT; eKacrra) Traperv^ev,

//,7T\7/crtt/xeyot re rwv veicpwv to? elrrelv airavras,

11 elra rat? opotyais av6t,<s eKd\vrcrov. KOI aTT*

auroO .TTvevpa 8vcra)Se<; 69 T^P rro\iv lov eri

JJM\\OV e\,vTrei rou9 ravrrj avdpdtyrovs, aXXtu? re

-j^y /cat az/e/io? rt? eiceWev eirifyopos eTrnrveiHreie.

12 lilavra re inrepax^Oij rare ra rrepl TO? ra<f>a<t

vo/jiifut. ovre yap TrapaTre/mTrofjievoi y vevofiiffrai

ol veicpol eKO^L^ovro ovre Kara^ra\\6/jLevot yrrep

ei(t>dei, a\\' ifcavov TJV, el <pepa)v rt? eirl ratv

&/JL03V rwv Tere\vrrj/c6rci)V riva e? re TT}? TroXew?

ra 7ri0a\,dcra'ia eXdcbv eppttyev, ov 8rj rat?

a-Karoi^ ef*,/3a\\6fjLvoi cra)pr}8oi> e/jL\\ov, 07777

13 TTdparv^oi KOfii^ecrOai. rare teal rov Srjfjwv ocroi

crracriwrai irporepov rjcrav, e^6ov<; rov e? a\.\ij-

Xot9 d(f>e/j,evot, rfjs re o<na9 rwv rereXevnjKorcov

KOivfj erre^e\ovro Kal tfrepovres avrol rovs ov

14 irpocriJKOvras crtftlcn vexpovf edarrrov. d\\a KOI

oaoi rrpdyfjuicri ra irporepa rcapiardfAevoL alcr-

^pot9 re Kal rrovrfpols e%aipov, o'lSe rrjv e? rrjv

Stairav drro<reicrdp,evoi Trapavo/Jilav rrjv evaefteiav

a/c/3iy9ft)9 TJCTKOVV, ov rijv aw^poavvrfv /iera/za-

dovres ov8e rfc dperfjs epaaral rivet; e/c rov

15 ai(f>vi8iov yeyevrj/jievor eirel rot9 dvdpoorrois ocra

eiMrrerrriye <pv<rei rj %povov /uLarcpov Si8acrKa\ia

paa-ra &rj ovrco fteraftdXXecrOai dSvvard ecrnv,

on /J-r)
Beiov rn>b<t dyadov emrrvevaavros' aXXa
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and they piled them up just as each one happened
to fall, and filled practically all the towers with

corpses, and then covered them again with their

roofs. As a result of this an evil stench pervaded
the city and distressed the inhabitants still more,
and especially whenever the wind blew fresh from
that quarter.
At that time all the customaiy rites of burial were

overlooked. For the dead were not carried out
escorted by a procession in the customary manner,
nor were the usual chants sung over them, but it was
sufficient if one carried on his shoulders the body of
one of the dead to the parts of the city which
bordered on the sea and flung him down ; and there
the corpses would be thrown upon skiffs in a heap,
to be conveyed wherever it might chance. At
that time, too, those of the population who had

formerly been members of the factions laid aside
their mutual enmity and in common they attended
to the burial rites of the dead, and they carried
with their own hands the bodies of those who were
no connections of theirs and buried them. | Nay,
more, those who in times past used to take delight
in devoting themselves to pursuits both shameful
and base, shook off the unrighteousness of their

daily lives and practised the duties of religion with

diligence, not so much because they had learned
wisdom at last nor because they had become all of
a sudden lovers of virtue, as it were for when
qualities have become fixed in men by nature or by
the training of a long period of time, it is impossible
for them to lay them aside thus lightly, except,
indeed, some divine influence for good has breathed

upon them but then all, so to speak, being
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Tore o>9 eiTreiv arravres Kara7re7r\r)y/jivoi pev
TOi9 vfjL7ri7TTOVcri, re@vr)%ea6ai Be avri/ca Brj

/j,d\a olofjievoL, dvdyfcy, &>? TO etro9, Trdcrr) rrjv

16 eineiKeiav eVt /caipov p,erep,dvdavov. ravrd rot,

eireiSr) rd%icrra T^? vocrov dTra\\ayevre<} e'crco-

Orjcrav ev re TO> dcr<f)a\i yeyevijcrdai ijB'rj vTrero-

Tracrav, are rov /cafcov ^TT' aXXou? avdPWTTCOV
e^wprjicoro^, dj^Lo-rpo^ov avQis r^9 jv(i>-

rrjv /j,ra/3o\r)v eVt ra %et/jeo TreTroirj/jievoi,

fui\\ov TI irporepov rrjv rcov eTrirrj&evfjLdrwv
aroirLav evBeiicvvvrat,, crfyas avrovs ^d\iara rfj

re Trovrjpia real rfj d\\rj Trapavo/ua veviKr)Kore<f
eTrel KOI aTTicr^vptcrdf^evof av rt? ov ra ^revSfj
eiTTOi ct>9 17 voffos ^Se eire rv%r) rivl eire irpovoia
9 TO .

d/cpi(3e<; dTToXe^a/jLevr) rovs Trovrjpordrovs

dtfrrjicev. d\\a ravra pev rq> varepw aTroBe-

Seitcrat, %p6va).
17 TOTC Be d<yopdovrd rtva ovtc evTrere? eBorcei

elvat ev <ye J$vavriti) IBeiv, aXX' otVot rcaOij/Aevoi

aTravres ocrois vve/3aive TO o-w/xa eppwcrdai,

rj TOU9 voo-ovvras eOepdirevov, rj rou9 TereXei;-

18 rrjteoras eOprjvovv. rjv 8e Tt9 xai jrpolovri,
rivl evrv%eiv Icr^vaev, oBe r&v nva veicpwv

e<f>epev. epyacria re vfj,7racra tfpyei, teal ra<?

re^vaf oi reyvlrai fj,edrjfcav airdcras, epya re

19 aXXa ocra Brj etcacrroi ev %epcrlv el%ov. ev

7ro\ei <yovv dyaOois airacnv are^vS)^ evdrf-

vovarj Xt/i09 Tt9 dfcpi/3r)<; eTrefcw/jia^ev. dprov
dfie\ei TJ aXXo ortovv Biapicws e%eiv -%a\7r6v re

eBoKet Kal \6yov TTO\\OV a^cov elvai' WCTTC /cat

r&v vocrovvrwv ricrlv awpov i;vfj,/3f]vai Borceiv

aTTOpia rwv dvay/caiwv rrjv rov /3tov Karacrrpo-
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thoroughly terrified by the things which were

happening, and supposing that they would die

immediately, did, as was natural, learn respectability
for a season by sheer necessity. Therefore as soon

as they were rid of the disease and were saved, and

already supposed that they were in security, since

the curse had moved on to other peoples, then they
turned sharply about and reverted once more to

their baseness of heart, and now, more than before,

they make a display of the inconsistency of their

conduct, altogether surpassing themselves in villainy

and in lawlessness of every sort. For one could

insist emphatically without falsehood that this

disease, whether by chance or by some providence,
chose out with exactitude the worst men and let

them go free. But these things were displayed to

the world in later times.

During that time it seemed no easy thing to see

any man in the streets of Byzantium, but all who had
the good fortune to be in health were sitting in their

houses, either attending the sick or mourning the
dead. Arid if one did succeed in meeting a man
going out, he was carrying one of the dead. And
work of every description ceased, and all the trades

were abandoned by the artisans, and all other work
as well, such as each had in hand. Indeed in a

city which was simply abounding in all good
things starvation almost absolute was running riot.

Certainly it seemed a difficult and very notable thing
to have a sufficiency of bread or of anything else

;

so that with some of the sick it appeared that the
end of life came about sooner than it should have
come by reason of the lack of the necessities of life.
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20 fajv. Kal TO ^vfMTrav elrrelv, %\a/j,vSa OVK TJV

evSi&vcrKOfjLevov nva ev Bu^azma) TO rrapdrrav
ISetv, aX,X&>9 re rjviica /3acrtXet vocrijcrai %vve/3r)

(ical avr> jap ^vvercecre ftovftwva eTrfjpdai),
,' ev vroXet fiacrikeiav e%ova">j ^v/j,7rda-rj^ TT}?

"ap^rj<f l/j,dria ev ISiatTWV \6jco airavre^
21 afj.Tre^o/jLevoi r)(TV%ri e/j,vov. ra nev ovv dfttyl

\oi/ji> ev re rfj a\\rj Pwfjiaiwv yfj tcai ev

) ravrrj irr) ecr^ev. eTreo'/crj'^re Se /cat e?

rrjv Hepawv yrjv teal e? ftapftdpovs TOU?

XXIV

Se 6 Xoo-^oo?;? e 'Acravpiwv e?

*A.oapptydwov ijtcwv TT/JO? ftoppav avepov,
evdev Sievoetro 9 r^y 'Pw/^aiatv dp%r)v Bid

2 Tleparapfievitov ecrftdXKeiv. TO /Jieya Trvpelov ev-

ravdd (TTIV, o aeftovTai TLepcrat Oewv /j,d\t(rra.

ov 8rj TO Trvp da-fieaTov (frvXdaa-ovres fidjoi rd
re d\\a e? TO dtcpiftes e^ocriovvrai /cat /juavreLM

e? rfav TrpajfAarcov rd /AeyKrra %pwvrai. rovro
ecrri TO irvp orrep 'Etcrrlav e/cdXovv re Kal ecre-

3 /Soi/TO ev Tot9 dvw %p6voi<; 'PwyLtatot. evravda
fc9 Tt9 e/c Bu^'az'Ttof rcapd Xocrporjv dTnjy-
Kwvaravrtavov re /cat 'Zepyiov 7r/3eV/3et9

9 avrbv eVt T^ ^v^dcrei avriica 8r) /iaXa
4 d(j)i^ecr0ai. rjarrfv Se ro> dvSpe rovray prjrope

re d/j,<pQ) Kal vvera) 69 Ta yttaXtcrra, K.o)V<rrav-
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And, to put all in a word, it was not possible to see
a single man in Byzantium clad in the chlamys,

1 and

especially when the emperor became ill (for he too
had a swelling of the groin), but in a city which held
dominion over the whole Roman empire every man
was wearing clothes befitting private station and

remaining quietly at home. Such was the course of

the pestilence in the Roman empire at large as well-

as in Byzantium. And it fell also upon the land
of the Persians and visited all the other barbarians
besides.

XXIV

Now it happened that Chosroes had come from 543 A.D.

Assyria to a place toward the north called Adar-

biganon, from which he was planning to make an
invasion into the Roman domain through Persar-
menia. In that place is the great sanctuary of

fire, which the Persians reverence above all other

gods. There the fire is guarded unquenched by
the Magi, and they perform carefully a great
number of sacred rites, and in particular they
consult an oracle on those matters which are of
the greatest importance. This is the fire which
the Romans worshipped under the name of Hestia 2

in ancient times. There someone who had been
sent from Byzantium to Chosroes announced that
Constantianus and Sergius would come before him
directly as envoys to arrange the treaty. Now
these two men were both trained speakers and

exceedingly clever ; Constantianus was an Illyrian
1 The official dress. ~ Vesta.
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HISTORY OF THE VV^ARS

:

BOOK VII

THE GOTHIC WAR {continued)



nPOKOniOY KAI2APEn2

TDEP TON nOAEMON AOFOS EBAOMOS

XXXVI

Mera 8e TovTi.\a<i airav eVi 'Pdofirjv to arpd-

Tevfia Tjye, koI ey/^aOe^ofievoi; eh iroXiopKLav

Kadiararo. irvyx^^^ ^^ YieXccrdpio^ Tpi<T^iXiov<;

dpiaTivhrjv diroXe^dfievo^;, ovairep eVt tw 'Pay/irj^i

(fivXaKTTjpca) fcaraa-Trjad/xei^o^ ^loyevjjv avToh
dpxovTu, TMv 8opv(f)6p(i)i^ Tbiv avTov evu, eire-

arrjcrev, dvSpa ^vverov re 8ia(j)¤p6vTQ)<; koL dyaOov
2 rd TToXifiia. 8i6 Brj ^Popov nrjKO<i rrj npoa-eSpeia

ravTrj erpi^ero. o'i re yap 7ro\iopKovp.evoi dpe-

T?}? irepLOvaia tt/oo? diravra rov T6t6(ov (TTparov

d^iofiaxot oWe? i(f)aivovTo nal Aioyeirrj'; e<? re to

uKpiffe^ rfi (f>v\aKf] i-xpfJTo to? /xi] T19 KUKOvp-
yrjacov iirl to Tet^o? toi ^ Koi iravTa'x^odi Trj<i

TToXetw? aiTOu ¤VTo<i Tov 'irepLJ36\ov (nreipa^ evhelv

3 (T<f)iai rd eTrt,Ti]8eia (w? rjKia-ra eVotet. 7roXXa«t9

Be ol ^dp/Sapoi T¤i;\;oyu.a%eti^ iyx¤ip'>]cravTe<; koX

TOV irepi^oKov dirorreipdcraa-dai direKpovadri-

trav, dperfj a<f)d^ aTrcoaajnevcov evOevSe 'Vcoixaiayv.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS : BOOK VII

THE GOTHIC WAR {continued)

XXXVI

ToTii.A now led his whole army against Rome, and 5494.0

establishing himself there entered upon a siege.

But Belisarius had selected three thousand men
noted for their valour and appointed them to
garrison Rome, placing in command of them
DiogeneSj one of his own spearmen, a man of un-
usual discretion and an able warrior. Consequently
a long time was consumed in the blockade. For the
besieged, on their part, shewed themselves, thanks
to their extraordinary valour, a match for the entire
Gothic army, while Diogenes was ever keeping a
strict watch that no one should approach the wall
to damage it ; furthermore, he sowed grain in all 7
parts of the city inside the circuit-wall and so brought
it about that they had not the least shortage of food, j
Many times indeed the barbarians attempted to
storm the fortifications and make trial of the circuit-

wall, but they were always repulsed, being driven
back from the wall by the valour of the Romans.

1 loi Dindorf : ^¤i V, Ut L.
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7ro\¤fi[oi<; irapa ho^av i^y^c^povv, aTrpoaBoKijToi

18 re avTol<; e^aTrii'alco'i irreTrea-ov. 'Pco/Maloi 8e
avTOv<i o)? eK twv irapovTcov a/xvvovfievoi ^ earr]-

aav, ov Kara ap^^ovTw; rj \6)(ov<; ^ ^ KaraKoyovi
rrjv rd^iv KaraaTrjcrdfievoi, ovBe rpoTTO) rw dWoy
SiaKeKpifievoi dXXT]X(i)v, ovBe ro)V a^iai Trapay-
yeWo/xevcov iv rfj ^vfi^oXfj aKOvaofievoi, aXA,'

dXKrj rfj irdcrr], oirrj irore TrapuTV^-p, toi<; noXe-
19 /Ai'oi? avTiTU^ofxevoi.^ ForOot fx,ev ovv roiv ittttcov *

d(f)ep,¤voi TrpcoToi Tre^fj /jLercoTrrjBov ei? ^adeiav
(fidXayya eaTrjcrap diravTe'?, /cat 'Poypaioi Be

ravTa IBovre^; Toi/9 lttttov^ d(f)rJKav, kuI rpoTro)

rw avTM ird^avTO irdvTe^.

20 ^EvravOd fioi p-d')(rj re ttoXXov Xoyov d^ia koX
dvBpo^ dperrj ovBe rcov Tivo<i Xeyojxivodv rjpdooyv,

olfxai, KaraBeecnepa yeypdyfrcTac, ^9 Brj 6 Tei'a?

21 BijXwaiv iv T(p irapovTi TreTroiijTai. Fot^ov? fxev

69 evroXpiav 17 twv irapovrtov d7r6yvfocn<i Mpfia,

'Fcofiaiot Be avTOix;, Kaiirep dTropevojjjx^pf9

6po)VT¤^, ytpicrravTO Bvvd/jLei ttj Traar], toi<; kutu-
BeecnepoL^ epv6picovT¤<; VTroxcopelv, dfK^oTepoi re

dufiM iirl Tovi 7TeXa<; ttoXXu) levTo, 01 /xev dava-
22 roiVTe<i, ol Be dperoivreS' Koi -q fiev p.d')(7] irpcol

rjp^aro, Te/a? Be rrdaiv evBijXo^ yeyev r}/xevo<i kuI
Tr/v pLCV dairiBa ttpo^e^Xrjp,evo<; , eiravaretvopLevo<i

Be TO Bopv, 7rpcoTO<i ^vv 6Xiyoi<; Tcal t'^9 (f)dXay-

23 709 ecTTT]. 'Pwpaloi Be avTov tB6vT¤<;, olop-evoi

re, rjv avTO<; Trecrr), BiaXvOrjaeadat, rrjv ^vfi^oX7]v

a<^(,<Tiv avTLKa Brj fidXa, ^viicrravTO eir avrov

^ afxvvovfxfvoi V : anvvoixtvoi L.
^ \6xovi V: Xoxayoiis L.
^ avrtra^6/j.evot V : avTiTa^d/nevoi L.
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their enemy, falling upon them suddenly and with-

out warning. But the Uomans, to ward them off as

well as circumstances permitted, took their stand,

not arranging themselves by commanders or by
companies or by cohorts, nor distinguished in any
other manner from one another, and not so as to hear
the commands given them in battle, but still, de-
termined to put forth all their strength against the
enemy wherever they should chance to stand. Now "")

the Goths were the first to abandon their horses and
all took their stand on foot, facing their enemy in a

deep phalanx, and then the Romans too, observing
this, let their horses go, and all arrayed themselves
in the same manner. <

Here shall be described a battle of great note and
the heroism of one man inferior, I think, to that of
none of the heroes of legend, that, namely, which
Teias displayed in the present battle. The Goths,
on the one hand, were driven to be courageous by
despair of the situation, while the Romans, on the
other hand, though they could see that the enemy
had become desperate, withstood them with all their

strength, blushing to give way to a weaker force

;

thus from both sides they charged their nearest
opponents with great fury, the one army courting
death and the other desiring to make a display of
valour. Now the battle begun early in the morning,
and Teias, easily recognized by all, stood with only
a few followers at the head of the phalanx, holding
his shield before him and thrusting forward his spear.

And when the Romans saw him, thinking that, if he
himself should fall, the battle would be instantly

decided in their favour, all those who laid claim to

* roiv ^inraiv V : robs linrovs L.



PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

oaoi ap¤Trj<; fi¤T¤TrotovvTO, TTafx-nXridet^ 6vr¤<;, Koi
ra Sopara e?^ avrov airavre'i ol fiev w6ovv, ol

24 Se icrriKovri^ov. auTo? Be viro rr} daTrlSi kcku-

\vfifi¤VO<; TavTT} p,ev ra Sopara iSix^ro iravra,

ifnTiTTTcov Se avrov<i^ ¤k rov al4>PiBlov 7roWov<;
25 SiexpV'^o. Kal oTrrjviKa ol rrjv acnriha e/jLirXecov

oucrav ireTrrjyoTMV SopuTccv Oewro^rSiv tivI viracr-

26 TTiarwv tuvttjv 7rapaBi8ov<i erepav TjpeiTO. ovtco

fia-^^ofxevo^ e? t?;? r}pipa<; to rpirrj/xopiov Siayeyoue,

Kal Tore Br] BcoBeKa fikv avrw Bopara i/jLTreTnjyora

T) dairh eZ;^e, Ktveiv Be avrrjv ottt] ^ovXocto koI
27 diTOKpoveadaL tov^ emovTa^ ovKeri tcr^ue. rciyv

Be Tiva vTraaTTicrrwv fiereKaXeL crTrovBfj, ov rrjv

rd^iv XiTTcov ovBe oaov dxpt f9 BdKTvXov eya
ovBe uvairoBlcra^, rj toi)? 7roXe/j.Lov<i iirl rd Trpocrco

ivayayofievo^, ovBe eTnarpacpei'i, ovBe rd vwra
rfj daTTiBc ^ ep¤iaa<;, ov firjv ouBe 7rXdyio<i ye-

yovQ)<i, dXyC oiCTirep tw eBd<p¤i iprjpeKrp.evo'i avrov
fxerd rrj<i daTriBo^ ei(Tri]K¤t, Kreivcop re rf] Be^ia

^ef/)t Kal diTOKpovofievo^ rfj Xaia Kal dvaKaXatv
28 TO ToO vTraaTTiarov ovofia. koI 6 fxev avrw

fxerd rr)<i d(TiTiBo<i iraprjv, 6 Be ravrrjv evdix; tj}<?

29 ^apvvop.evr)<i TOt? Bopacnv dvrijXXdcra-ero. iv

rovrcd Be ol 'xpovov rivd ^pa^elav arriyuhv

yvpvu) * yevecrdai rd arepva ^vvejSq, rv'x^rj re ol

^vverreae rore dKovriw ^e^Xtjcrdai, Kal dTr' avroi
30 ev0va>p6v OvrjcrKei, Kal avrov rrjv Ke^aXr]V eirl

Kovrov fierea)pLcravre<; rSiv 'Vwpalwv rive<i crrpa-

ria eKarepa vepii6vre<; eBe'iKwov, 'Pco/xaloi^ fiev,

OTTO)? Brj Oaparjaatai fidXXov, T6r0oi<; Be, oirco^

diroyv6vre<i rov TroXcfiov KaraXvawaiv.
^ ^j L : eV V. * avTois V : om. L : ahrois Dindorf.
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valour concentrated on him—and there was a great
number of them—and they all directed their spears
at him, some thrusting and others hurling them.
He himself meanwhile, covered by his shield,

received all their spears in it, and by sudden
charges he slew a large number. And whenever
he saw that his shield was filled with spears fixed

in it, he would hand this over to one of his guards
and take another for himself. And he continued
fighting in this manner for the third part of the day,
a:id at the end of that time his shield had twelve
spears stuck in it and he was no longer able to move
it where he wished and repel his assailants. So he
eagerly called one of his bodyguards without leaving
his post so much as a finger's breadth nor giving
ground nor allowing the enemy to advance, nor even
turning round and covering his back with his shield,

nor, in fact, did he even turn sidewise, but as if

fastened to the ground he stood there, shield in

hand, killing with his right hand and parrying with
his left and calling out the name of the bodyguard.
And the guard was now at his side with the shield,

and Teias immediately sought to take this in ex-

change for the one weighed down with spears. But
while he was doing so his chest became exposed for

a brief instant of time, and it chanced that at that
moment he was hit by a javelin and died instantly

from the wound. Then some of the Romans raised

his head aloft on a pole and went about shewing it

to both armies, to the Romans in order that they
might be encouraged, and to the Goths in order that
they might in despair make an end of the war,

• 7^ cunr(5i V : om. L. * yufivu V : yvfwd L.
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31 Ov fj,r]v oy8' w? tt]v ^vfi^oXrjv KareXvcrav ^

T6t6oi, a\V a%/3t e? vvKTU efidy^ovro, KutTrep
e^¤7ri(Trd/j.evoi rov ^aaCkia TeOvdvat a(piaiv.

iireihrj he ^vveaKOTU^ev, avTov e/cdrepoi BiaXv-
devre^ iv rfj tmv ottXcov crKeufj evvKrepevaav.

32 7}fiepa Se rfj iTriyevofievt) dvaardvre'i opdpov
rpoTTcp TM avTM av6i<;^ erd^avro Kal fiixpi- e?

vvKra ep.d-)(ovTO, Kal ovre V7re-)((opovv dXXtjXoi^
ovre VT] irpetTOVTO rj dveiroBt^ov, Kal-Trep dfi(j}o-

repcodev KT¤ivo/j,eva>v ttoXXmv, dXX' dTrrjypico/xevoi,

TO) e9 dX\7]Xov<; crmjveL, epyov^ ¤i)(^ovro, FoTdoi
fiev ev elSoTe^ on hrj rrjv vcrrdrrjv 8ia(f)epovcrc

fid'^^^yjv, Pcopatoi Se avrmv iXaaaovadat * dira-

33 ^iovvTe<i. ev vcndTw 8e oi ^dp^apoi irapa rov
Napar]v irepi'^avre'i tmv Xoyi/xcov riva<; fxepa-
6r)KevaL fxev eXeyov o)? tt/oo? top deov crcfyicrtv 6

dycov yevoiro' aicrOdveadai, yap rrjv ai^Tira^-

Oelaav ai'Tot? hvvafiiv Kal Tot<? ^up,7reaovai

^vp,,8dXXovT¤^ rrjv rcbv Trpay/xdrtov aXi]6(:iav

yvoygiuaxeiv ^ to ^ Xoiirov ^ovXeadat, Kal"^ dwo-
Xiirelv Trjv dycovicriv, ov fxevroi^ ^aatXel eVa-
KOvaovTe^, dXXa ^vv rS)V dXXrov /Sap^dpcov Tcalv

avTovofiot, ^iOTevaovTe<;, ioeovro re eiprji'alav

a(f)iai TTjV dvaxdyprjcriv evSovvai 'Pfw/iatou?, ov
(f)6ovovvTa<; avTol'i Xoyicr/xov aaxppovo'i, dXXd Kal
'^^ptjp.acn Tol<i avT(x)v coairep e(f)oBCot<i avrov<;

8o}pov/j.evov<i, oaa 8r} ev rot? eVt t/}? 'IraXia?
<^povpioi<i avTOiv eKaaT0<; iva7ro6efievo<i erv^^e

^ KariXoaav L : KaTtiravffav V.
* avBis L : evOvs V. * ipyov L : om. V.
* fKacrffovcrOai L : airaWaffffecrOat V.
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But not even then did the Goths abandon the
struggle, but they kept fighting till night, although
well aware that their king was dead. But when it

began to grow dark, the two armies separated and
passed the night on the battle-field in their equip-
ment. And on the following day they arose at
dawn, and arraying themselves again in the same
manner they fought till nightfall, neither army
retreating before the other nor being routed nor
even giving ground, though large numbers were
being slain on both sides, but they kept at it with
the fury of wild beasts by reason of their bitter

hatred of each other, the Goths, on the one hand,
knowing well that they were fighting their last

battle, and the Romans, on the other, refusing to be
worsted by them. But finally the barbarians sent to

Narses some of their notables, saying that they had
learned that the struggle they had taken up was
against God ; for they recognized, they said, the
power that was arrayed against them, and, since they
were coming to realize by what had hapnened the
truth of the matter, they were desirous from now to

acknowledge defeat and give up the struggle, not,

however, to obey the emperor, but to live in indepen-
dence with some of the other barbarians ; and they
begged that the Romans concede to them a
peaceful withdrawal, not begrudging them a reason-
able settlement, but presenting them, in fact, with
their own money as travelling funds, that money,
namely, which each of them had previously deposited

* TO L : St TO V. ' Kai V : fj^iv L.
kytiivKTiv—fitvToi V : ax6yyto<riy, ovk f<paSt L.
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34 irpojepov. ravra 6 fxkv 'Napcrij'i iv ^ovXfj
eTTOiel-TO. ^\u)dvvri<i Be 6 BiToXiavov iraprjvei

Sirjaiv evhe')(^ea6aL rrjvhe, Koi /uLT} Trepatripco

davarwaiv dvdpcoiroi^; Bid, fid)(^r}<i levai, firjBe

dfroTreipdaaadac r6\fir]<; iv aTToyvcoaei ^vofievr]^

rov l3lov, f) KoX rot<; avTr]<i i^^o/xevoi^ koX toI<;

35 vrravrcd^ovat ')(aK¤TrT) <ylverat,. "^Apxei jdp,"

e(f)i],
" T0t9 ye (Tco(f)pocn to vikuv, to Be virepdyav

idiXecv r<r&)9 dv tm Kal e? rb d^vfi(popov rpe-

TTOtTO.'

33 Ylelderai. rfj VTrodiJKr] Napai]<;, Kal ^vvej^rjaav

e<f c5 rwv iSap^dpcov ol aTroXeXeifi/nevoi ^ XP^'
fiaTa KeKop,iap,evot, rd avTcov cBia ck irdcTTjii

diraXXd^ovTai ^IraXiwi evOi"?, ttoXc/jlov re yu>7%ai/,^

37 ovBepud TTpo'i 'Fwiiaiovf; BioLaovaiv en. VotOoi,

fiev ovv /nera^v x^Xioi rov (nparoireBov i^ava-

ardvTe'i e? Tiklvov re ttoXlv koX %&)/Jta rd virep

iroTa/jLov TLdBov ixcoprjcrav, Siv dXXot re rjyovvro

J8 Kal 'IvBovX^, ovirep Trporepov^ eTre/jLv/jcrOrjv. oi

Be XoiTTol diravre'^ opKta Bovre^i rd ^vyKeifieva

TrdvTa eireppuxrav. ovrw re Kal K.vfj,T]v Kal ra
Xonrd rravra e^elXov 'Pcofialoi, Kal rb OKrcoKaiBe-

Karov ero^ ^uvereXevra ru) TordiKm TroXe/nm

TOiBe, ov n/)0«07rt09 ^vviypayfrev.

^ aTro\e\eiuixtuoi L: viroXiKei/j-fieyoi V.
* TrpoTipov L : ffiirpocOn' V .
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in the fortresses of Italy. Tliese proposals Narses
took under consideration. Now John the nephew
of Vitalian advised that they should allow this

request and not carry on battle further with men
who courted death nor expose themselves to those
whose daring was sprung from despair of life, an
attitude which proves dangerous not only for those
possessed by it, but also for their opiwnents. " For
victory," he said, " is sufficient for the wise, but
extravagant desires might perhaps turn out even to
a man's disadvantage."

Narses followed this suggestion, and they came to
terms, agreeing that the remainder of the barbarians,
after receiving their own money, should depart
immediately from all Italy and that they should no
longer wage war in any way against the Romans.
Now a thousand Goths, in the midst of the
negotiations, detached themselves from the main
body, and under command of different men, among
whom was the Indulf whom I have mentioned
before,^ proceeded to the city of Ticinum and the
country beyond the Po. But all the rest gave
sworn pledges and confirmed all the details of the
agreement. Thus the Romans captured Cumae and
all that remained, and the eighteenth year, as it

closed, brought the end of this Gothic War, the
history of wliich Procopius has written.

» Book VII. xxxv. 23, etc
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