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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND

BEN JAMIN,

LORD BISHOP or WINCHESTER:

My Lorbp,

HE great and good Man, of

whofe Life I have given an
authentic, however imperfe&, ac-
count, in the moft earneft and folemn
manner recommended his two Colle-
ges, that is, his Eftate,” his Family,
his Children, his dearer Sclf, to
the care and prote&tion of his Suc-
ceffors the Bifhops of Winchefter.

I fhould not a& agreeably to his will
A 2 - and



v DEDICATION.

and intention, if I d1d not endeavour
to ohtain the fame patronage for his
- Memory and h1s Reputatlon

Your Lordfhip hath long executed
‘the Truft thus devolved upon You
in fuch a manner as demands the
moft grateful acknowledgements of
thofe Societies: You have treated
them upon all occafions with all the
tendernefs of an indulgent Parent ;
and if at any time the duty of that
Truft hath required You to mterpo(c
with authority, ‘your' decifions have
been wholly difinterefted and - per-
fely upright; You have acted Juft
as He, whofe Subftitute You were, had
. preferibed; juft in every refpedt as
He would have acted Himfelf,

- But
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But this addrefs; My Lord, is not
- more neceflary on account of the
- Subjed, than it is in refpe& of the
Author. Your Lordfhip, unfollicited
and unafked, called him from one of
thofe Colleges to a Station of the firft
Dignity in your Diocefe; and took
the earlieft opportunity of accumula-
ting your favour upon him, and of
adding to that Dignity a fuitable
fupport.. Thefe - obligations he is
now the more ready thus publicly
to acknowledge, as he is removed
out of the reach of farther favours
of the like kind. And tho’ he hath
relinquithed the advantages fo gene-
roufly conferred upon him, yet he
fhall always efteem himfelf highly
honoured in having once enjoyed the

A 3 patronage
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patronage of the great Advocate of
Civil and Religious Liberty.

1 a.r.ri with the greateft Refpeét and
Gratitude, , | |

- My Lorp,
~ Your Lordfhips
" Moft Obliged and moft

Obedient Servant,

RoserT LowTH.
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PREFACE

HE following collection was be-
" gun, and was pretty far advanced,

feveral years ago, while the au-

~ thor had the happiriefs of being a member

of one of the Colleges founded by the great
Prelate, who is the fubject of it. It was part-
ly interrupted by purfuits of another kind,
‘and’ partly deferred in hopes of farther op-
portunltles of enlarging ‘his -materials :
and it is now offered to the public, not
as full and complete in any refpeét, but
as the whole refult of his moft diligent
inquiries into a fubject rendered very ob-
fcure by the darknefs of the times to which
it belongs, and in which he defpairs of be-
ing able to acquire any conﬁderable acceﬂion
of light,

It has Jong been a commen complamt‘l

among thofe, whofe refpe& and - gratitude

Ag - Hhas
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has raifed in them a curiofity not eafily
fatisfied with regard to their great Bene-
faltor, that fo few particulars of the life
-and altions of fo eminent a perfon have
been with certainty delivered down to us;
and that the traces that remain of do-
meftic tradition concerning him, are fo
very obfcure and imperfect. Chaunde-
ler * began with this complaint three
hundred years ago: by his attempt to
write upon the fubjet he has fhewn, that
he did not want a good will; but by his
performance he has contributed very little
towards removing the obfcurity of which
he fo much complains. Much might have
been then done by a diligent inquiry pro-
perly conduéted; but the moft able men
of that time knew not either what ad-
vantages they had, or how to make ufe

® « Wilhelmi vita ferme ignota eft, & pauci aut
¢ pulli extant de ea fcripti libri; quod non fine ad-
¢ miratione dico, tam excelfum & gloriofum virum a
¢ memoria hominum excidere, cum vix quinquaginta
¢ & ofto anni ab ejus morte tranfierunt.” Chaundeler.
MS. in Biblioth. Coll. Nov. pag. 42.

¢¢ Nos quid honoris, quid laudis, quid gloriz, fun-
¢¢ datori noftro tanto contulimus, qui nihil ferme de
#¢ beatis ejus moribus & vita follicite exquirentes, proh
_ ¢ pudor immemores beneficii, quafi morbidum patimur
¢ letargum ”  Ibid. pag. 4. ¢

O



PREFACE ix

of them. The age was in itfelf darks
and the civil wars between the houfes of
York and Lancafter not only obftructed
all knowledge, but muft have fupprefled
the memory of the times immediately pre-
ceding, and deftroyed many of the evi-
dences of hiftory.

In the next century, after the revival of
learning, and when it had made confide-
rable advances, a more regular and ex<
tenfive inquiry into this fubje&t was un-
dertaken and purfued with better fuccefs.
Dr. Thomas Martin, chancellor of the
diocefe of Winchefter under bithop Gar-
diner, wrote the life of Wykeham in latin.
He feems not fo much to have wanted di-
ligence in colleéting proper materials, as
care and judgement in digefting and com-
pofing them. His account is full of mif-
takes: his relation of faéls, and the courfe
even of public-affairs in the moft impor-
tant parts, is extremely confufed and in-
accurate 2 and befides, were his relation of
falts: ever fo accurate, yet he writes in fo
rhetorical and declamatory a ftyle, that his
_reader, if he does not prefently throw
afide his book, will be difpofed to fufpect
the truth of what he delivers with fuch a
- per-
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perpetually laboured exaggeration. - This
life of Wykeham was firft publithed in
4to 1n the year 1597, feveral years afteg
the death of the author. Perhaps it never -
was perfetly - finifhed and cofrected by
him. It wasreprinted at Oxford, without
any correction or improvement, by Dr. Ni=
cholas, Warden of Winchefter College, in
the year 16go. The republication of this
work feems to indicate the prevailing opi-
nion of that time to have been, and the
fame opinion has continued to prevail ever
fince, that hardly any new light was to be
expected upon this fubject.

Thefe prejudices had not fuch influence
on the author of the prefent inquiry, as
to prevent his examining, whether they |
were well founded or not. He foon found,
that it would be a. very eafy matter to give
- a fuller, a more accurate, and more cer-
tain account of the life of Wykeham,
than had been already given: but whether
it would be worth while to attempt to
write a new account upon materials, which;
though larger and more authentic than had
been made ufe of before, were like to ba
by no means fufficient to furnith out &
}ui’c and complete picce of hiftory; thig:

1 was
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was a queftion. which he could not fo foon
refolve with himfelf. What determined
him at laft to this undertaking was the
examination of Wykeham’s Regifter, which
is full preferved at Winchefter in the
office of the tegifter of the chancellor of
the diocefe. He faw, that this monument
of Wykeham's public acts, which is as
full, as accurate, and as perfect, as any
thing extant in its kind, containing a dia-
ry of thirty-feven years, would not only
itfelf fupply many important falts; but
. would ferve moreover as-a teft, to which
other fafts and circumftances might be
brought, to be tried by a continued feries
“of fure and infallible dates, and by fuch
trial to be moft evidently difproved or ve-
rified: and that this alone, as it had ot
before been confulted for any fuch pur-
pofe, afforded a foundation, upon which
a more firm and more ample ftru&ure
might be raifed, than had hitherto been
attempted. Having thus gotten "a fure
ground-work. for his defign, he ufed his
utmoft diligence in colleéting all the beft
and moft ‘authentic materials, that lay
within his knowledge or his reach: and
in dlgeﬁ:mg and compofing them, he has

c}ueﬂy
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chiefly ftudied clearnefs of method, andt
plainnefs of narration: his view has not
been elegance and ornament, but evidence
and truth ; nor does he pretend to enter
tain and amufe, but merely to inform and
explain. He has therefore been careful to
affirm nothing pofitively without "fuffi-
cient warrant, and to give exact references
to his authorities. And that the reader
may be able to judge, what degree of cre«
dit is due to the feveral authorities fo fre«
quently citéd, it will be proper in this
place to give him a particular defcription,
and an exact account, of fuch of them as
are not commonly to be met with, or ge-
nerally known. They here follow under
the feveral titles by which they are referred
to. :
Regiftrum Wykeham. The Regifter of
Wykeham before mentioned confifts of
two very large volumes in folio very fairly
written on vellum. . The contents of thefe
volumes are particularly fpecified in the
general title of the regifter itfelf, which is
as follows.

¢ Incipit Regiftrum de atis & geftis
¢ reverendi Patris . domini Wilhelmi de
* Wikeham Dei Gratia Woyntonienfis Epif-
: : “ copx
4
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# copi, cui de epifcopatu Wyntonienfi =
« per felicis recordationis Urbapum divina
providentia Papam quintum per viam
refervationis fuit provifum fub data Vi-
terbii IIdo Idus Julii pontificatus fui
« anno quinto. Et confecratus fuit in
ecclefia Londonienfi per venerabilem pa-
« trem Dom. Simonem tunc archiepif~
« copum Cantuarienfem afliftentibus fibi
« venerabilibus patribus Dominis Simone
« London. & Roberto Sarefburien. epifcopis
« die dominica quz fuit decima_dies men-
« fis O¢t. an. Dom. mcccrxvi, prout in-
« ferius clare patet.

¢ In prima parte dicti- Regiftri conti-
« pentur Confirmationes Abbatum & Prio-
<« rum Electorum, necnon Inftallationes ac
« Collationes & Inftitutiones quorumcung;
« beneficiorum ecclefiafticorum per eundem
« Dom. Wynton. epifcopum tempore. fuo
« falte..

« In fecunda parte inferuntur Ordines
« celebrati per di¢tum Patrem in fua Dioc.
¢ a tempore confecrationis fuz, & Literz
« dimifforizz per eum conceflz.

¢« In
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© < In tertia * parte tranfcribuntur Bulle
 Papales, mandata Cardinalium, & Ili-
¢ tere pro Convocatione - cleri, Commif-
« fiones & alise literee, & Memoranda tem-
« pore fuo executa, & executiones eorun-
« dem, & Licenciz non - refidendi, cum
¢ ahis ibidem particulariter prout gefta
¢ funt defignatis, & una cum Teftamentis,
“ & Difpenfationibus cum illegitime na-
“ tis.
- ¢ In quarta parte continentur Brevia
~« Regia di¢to patri diretta, ac Refponfa,
“ & executiones, & returna -brevium pra-
¢ ditorum.”

Traltatus . Veten Regiftro Collegii
Wintonienfis. This treatife is inferted near
~ the beginning of a Mifcellaneous Volume,
being for the moft part a regifter, which
1s always here referred to under the title of
Vet. Regiftr. Coll. Wint. The title of
this treatife at length is, « Libellus feu
« Traltatus:de profapia vita & geftis ve-
¢ nerabilis’ patris & Domini Domini Wil-
* helmi Wykeham nuper eprcopl Wyn-

* Towards thc mnddle of the thu‘d part there begins

a new numeration of folios. In the references to this

part the letters a, and b, denote the ift and 2d numera-
tion,

¢« ton.”
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“ ton.” At the end is added; ¢ Expli-
% cit traCtatus feu libellus de
« [ut prius] —— editus anno domini
“ Mcccexxiv,  qui  fuit annus  xx
« poft obitum ejufdem patris, & regni
« regis Hearici Sexti annus fecundus.”
This precife date pretty well determines
the authority of this manufcript. Mar-
tin frequently cites this treatife as written
by ome Robert Heers, or Herefius, as he
calls him, a. member of one of Wyke-
ham’s Colleges. No one of that name was
ever Fellow of either of the Colleges, if
we may truft the regifters,. He probably
means Robert Heete, who was admitted
fcholar of Winchefter College, in the year
1401; facceeded to New College in
1307; became Fellow of Winchefter Col-
Iege in 1420 and died in 1432. His
regard * and affection for the founder and
the fociety appears by his numerous do-
nations to. Winchefter college, in books,
plate, 8c. and - hisiage agrees perfectly
well with his being the author ; but I can
find no evidence of ‘it. - ‘The author calls

ey - him-

-
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himfelf - ¢ Servus - humilis & alumpnus
« reverendi Patris domini Wilhelmi
¢ Wykeham”; and he addrefles the fel-
lows by the words ¢ Karifflimi Socii:” fo
that he was certainly fellow of one of the
Colleges; and as the treatife appears to
have been originally inferted into this re- -
gifter of Winchefter College, he was moft
probably fellow of that College, when he
wrote it; and perhaps was the abovemen-
" tioned Robert Heete., Tradition might
have delivered him down as fuch, and his

- name have been a little miftaken and al-

tered in pafling to Martin. The pedigree
which I have given in Appendix No. I
Martin attributes to the fame author. Tt
is indeed in the fame volume, on the in-
fide of the cover of the book, at the be-
ginning; but it has no relation to the
Treatife, and. is hardly fo ancient as that,
or the fuppofed author’s time : yet. it could
not be much later, as Wykeham’s coufin
german’s daughter was living when it. was
drawn up.

Brevis Chronica. . The whole tltle s,
¢ Brevis Chronica de ortu vita & geftis no-
<« bilibus reverendi Domini Wilhelmi de
¢ Wykeham olim. Epifcopi Wynton.”

. MS.
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MS. in Bibliotheca Coll. Nov. Oxon. It
is little more than an abridgement of the
asbove mentioned treatife, and feems to
have been written' foon after it. It has
been publithed by Wharton in the Second
Volume of his Anglia Sacra, who has
miftake afcribed it to Thomas Chaune
deler.

Chaundeler. < Collocutiones de lauda-
« bili vita & moribus & chriftiana per~
« fetione Wilhelmi de Wykeham. Auéto-
“re Thoma Chaundeler utriufque Col-
“ legii Cuftode, dein Oxon. poftea Wellen-
“fi Cancellario.” MS. in Bibliotheca
Coll. Nov. in the fame volume with the
foregoing: 'This volume belonged to Tho-
mas de Beckynton, Bifhop of Bath and
Wells, to whom Chaundeler addreflfed and
prefented his Dialogues, The Dialogues,
tho’ they are very long, afford but little
hiftorical matter, which the Author has
chiefly from the Short Chronicle, which
he often cites as * of good authority,

¢ ¢« Et ne teo folum credar confifus ingenio, aut
% quzque arroganter prefumere qua probare non va-
% leam, aufcultate quid in Brevi quadam & prius me-
% morata Chronica de ¢o fcriptum viderim.” Chaun-

deler, pag. 49. - :
- [b]) He
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He fays it was fcarce fifty-eight years from
the death of Wykeham to the time when
he wrote, which plainly determines it to
the beginning of the year 1462. .

MS. Coll. Wint. - This Manufcript, in
{mall quarto, confilts of two parts written
at different times. One of them contains
chiefly a taxation of Bifhopricks, and other
Ecclefaftical. Benefices; and particularly
of thofe of the Diocefe of Winchefter +.
This was written in the time of Adam de
Orleton, (as appears frem page 21, and 23.)
- who was Bithop of Winchefter from
A.D. 1333, to 1345 It belonged to:
Wykeham himfelf, and was by him given
to his College at Winchefter, as appears

+ Of the Benefices in the Bifhop of Winchefter’s
patroriage, the then real value, as well as the taxation, -
is given in this:MS. This part is curious:; .and may
be of ufe in the refolution of feveral queftions relating
to thofe times. Thus, for inftance, in a matter that
relates’ to the prefent fubje@: The taxation of the
Bithoprick of Winchefter was at that time, according
to the MS. 29771. 15s. 10d. If we may fuppofe it te
have borne the fime proportion to the real value,as the fum
of the taxation of the Benefices there given to the fum
of their real value, thatis, as 2353 < marks to #4227 %
marks; the real value of the Bifhoprick of Winchefter
in the time of Adam de Orleton muft have been 53481, ¢
nearly : at'large, we may be allowed to reckon it above
5000 . per annum. .

by
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by the following article’ m Vet Reg;ﬁl‘.
Coll. Wint.

“ Item 1 liber dat. Colleg. pef Domi-
“ num Fundatorem, in quo continentur
“ taxationes omnium eeclefiaram. i fin-
« gulis ditoc. per totam ‘Angliam, qui fue-’
“ rat in cuftodia Johannis Exham Execut.
“ Domini Thomz Aylward; modo m
* manibus Cuftodis.” :

To this were afterwards prefixed a few
additional leaves, containing an account of
the life of Wykeham, and efpecially of* his
donations and charities. It feems to have
been written foon after Wykeham's death,
by one who knew him perfonally, and had
accefs to the accounts of his Stewards.

By the foregoing article of the Win-
chefter College Regifter it appears, that

.the book, to which it is prefixed, was in the

cuftody of Dr. Thomas Aylward ; he was
Rector of Havant, and one of Wykeham’s

‘Executors, by which means the book

feems to have come into his hands: and it

.eontinued in his hands till he died. Per-

haps he might have added to it this fhort

~account. of his friend and patron; but

whoever was the author, it feems at leaft
to be more ancient than the Shert Chro-
b 2 -nicle, -
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nicle, or the Treatife ; and, asfar as it goes,
to be the moft authentic account of
Wykeham that is extant. Chaundeler
mentions this MS. as what he had had
fome time before in his hands, and by
memory mentions feveral particulars that
are contained init. ¢ < Utinam a me fe-
« mel vifam cartulam concederetur intueri
« rurfum; illam loquor, quam noftri
« Fundatoris laudibus plenam, & chrifti-
« aniffimis quibufdam ejus infcriptam ope-
~ <« ribus, in Collegii Beatee Mariz Wynton.
« Thefauro & vidi & legi. Sed cum
« Wentani Collegii prafiderem Cuftos,
« preciofi illius inventi thefauri indignum
«¢ me arbitrabar cuftodem; ea de re Do-
« mino Wilhelmo [Waynflete] Epifcopo
« jam Wynton. cuftodiendum fecretius,
« quid rogo dicerem, an. repofui, an obtu-
« li? Ibi de refocillatione viginti quatuor
« pauperum, quos a fufcepto primum e-
« pifcopatu quotidiano more fervaverat:
« ibi de fubfidiis; vectigalibus, tributis, re-
« bufque hujufmodi exactis, vel Regi Ang-
« liz debitis, que & quotiens pro fuis te-
¢« nentibus pius pater exfolverat: ibi—de
¢ cordis compunctione, de ipfius in Deum
Chaundeler, pag. 57. :
¢ i -« devotiflima
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« devotiffima mentis elevatione, intente
« adeo, ut quam fxpe, &, fi bene recolo,
“ femper, in audiendis miffis vel celebran-
« dis amariffime fleret.” '
MS. Coll. Nov. This manufcript in
folio contains, 1. ¢ Controverfia inter Do-
“ minum Wilhelmum de Wykeham &
“ Magiftros Hofpitalis Sanéte Crucis pro-
« pe Wynton. IL Injunétiones facte Pri-
«“ ori & Conventui Ecclefiz Cathedralis
“ Wynton. poft tertiam vifitationem Do-
“ mini;” * and in likeimanner, Injunétions
to all the Religious Houfes of the Auguf-
tine and Beneditine Orders throughout
the Diocefe of Winchefter. Harpsfield
takes notice of thefe injunctions, but wri-
ting from his memory, he gives no very
exatt account of them. Martin reprefents
them, as a regular treatife of ecclefiafti-
cal difcipline and the monaftic life: he
gueffed fo from Harpsfield’s account, and
from what he was told were the three firft
words of the firft injuntion, ¢ Paftorem
« vigilare oportet;” for he had never feen
them. This MS. alfo belonged to Wyke-

. A very fair Copy of thefe Injunions to the Prior
and Convent of Winchefter, perhaps more perfeétly
fithed, iscontained in MS. Harleian, N° 328.

b 3 ham
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" ham himfelf; for the injunttions are the:
original draughts correéted, It came after~’
ward into the hands of Rebert Shirborn;
Mafier of St. Crofs Hofpital, afterwards’
Bifhop.of Chichefter. ‘The marginal notes
throughout the book are in his hand writ-
ing, as appears by the note at the beginning
in the fame hand; viz. < Re. Shirborn

-« cuftos fuit iftius .hofpitalis an. r. H. vii»
« vnwo, nono, decimo, & inchoavis unde~
¢ cimum, de refiduo difponat Deus.”

- MS. penes Dom. Epifcopum Wint. a
MS. in {mall 4to, containing 137 folios,
confifting of copies of Records relating to
the Hoipital of St. Crofs: communicated
by the Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of
Wiachefter. It was written in the year
1389, as appears from fol. 22; at which
time John de Campeden was Mater of the
Hofpital : probably-it was written by his
direction, and belonged to him ; for towards
the end there are feveral inftruments inferted
relating to-the Retory of Chiriton, and one
at the beginning containing the boundaries
of that Parifth, of which he was alfo at the
fame time Rector: whereas there is very
little elfe, but what concerns St.Crofs only.
By the help of this MS. fome few correc-

tions
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tions and additions have been made in this
fecond Edition; chicfly in Sect. 111, The
Title of 1t is as follows: ¢ Liber ifte con-
« tinet in parte copias cartarum, bullarum,
« rentalinm, cuftumariorum, evidentiart um, .
« libertatum, hofpitalis five domus elimo-
« finarte §* Crucis in Sparkeforde juxta
« civitatem Wynton. quam fundavit & do-
« tavit. bone memorie quondam Henricus
« Wynton. Epifcopus dictus Blefens. frater
s« Regis Stephani nuper Regis Anglie.”

. MS. Harleian. N° 1616, in the Britith
Mufeum. A MS. in 8vo. contammg 128
pages, confifting of copies of Records
relating to St. Crofs Hofpital, which are
for the moft part the fame with thofe in
the preceding MS.; but not all that are
there: and on the other hand, having fome
things that are not there. It was written
before the year 1386 ; as appears from fome
additions in the vacant leaves at the begin-
ning, (pag. 3.) of the fame hand with thofe
in the Bifhop of Winchefter’s MS. It pro-
bably belonged likewife to John de Cam-
peden, at that time Mafter.

MS. Harleian. N° 6217. A paper book
in folio containing 19 leaves. It is intitled,
(by a late hand) ¢ An Hiftoricall Relation

b4 “of
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« of certain paflages about the end of K.
- ¢ Edward the 3d, and of his death;” with
out nameor date : the hand writing about
two hundred years old. "It appears to be a

Tranflation from the Latin of an earlier =

age: for the writer, where he doubts of the
fenfe of his Author, or of the propriety of
his own expreflion, drawing a line under
his own words, or leaving a blank fpace in
‘his text, fets down the Latin words in the
margin; as concerning Edward the 3d’s
death, « thedifeafe of =~ * (in the mar=
~gin) ¢ anuli.” And the Author feems to
fpeak fometimes, as if he lived in or near
the time, of which he writes; as in the fol-
* lowing refle€tions on the death of thePrince
of Wales: ¢ Truly unlefs God (whoe de-
¢«¢ fended hym in battayle, and beyth now
« taken hym from this worlde, perchaunce
¢ that we fhoulde put our trufte more con«
¢ fidently in God) holde under hys blefled
* hand, leaft the miferable Englithe men
¢« be trodden downe; yt ys to be feared,
¢¢ that our enemyes, whoe compafs us on
¢t everye fyde, will rage upon us even unto
¢ utter deftruction; and will taike our
¢ place and cuntrye. Arife, Lorde, and

s helpe
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¢ helpe us, and defende us for thy names
¢ fajke.” The fame may be obferved in
fome other paffages, which are quoted from
it in the Notes, It feems too to have been
written recentibus odiis, with all the acri-
mony of frefh refentment, by the feverity
with which the Duke of Lancafter, Alice
Perrers, and all of that party, are treated.
It is only an extraét or part of fome large
hiftorical work ; for it begins abruptly,
¢ The nyghte followmg ——; and it treats
of thefe tranfactions more amply and par-
ticularly, than any of the common accounts
of thofe times. What degree of credit is
due to this anonymous Hiftorian, is left
to the Reader’s judgement to determine.
Ho will find his teftimony impartially cited,
where it feemed material ; as well when it
tends to invalidate the Author’s opinion, as
-when it confirms it.

Liber H, Coll, Wint, An ancxent leger-
book belonging to Winchefter College,
-marked with the letter H; containing re-
cords and evidences of various kinds, re-
- lating to the firft foundation and endow-
ment of the college,

Rot. Parl. The Rolls of Parliament pre-
ferved in the Tower of London, A com-
T plete -
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plete copy of them, with feveral othet
MSS. was given to the library of Queen’s
Ccliege in Oxford, by Sir Jofeph William-
fon, Secretary of ftate in Charles the I1d’s
time. By the favour of that learned Society,
the author had the ufe of as many volumes
of them, as he had occafion to confult.

Rot. Pat. Tanner. The learned and
moft accurate antiquary Dr. Tanner, late
Bifthop of St. Afaph, made extratts from
the Patent Rolls in the Tower of grants to
William of Wykeham, which he commu-
nicated, in the year 1732, to Dr.Coxed then -
Warden of New College. Thefe extratts
of the Bifhop are cited, as above, with hlS
name added..

MS. Rymer. Befides the colle&tion of
records publithed by Rymer, there was a
great number of records tranfcribed and
digefted by him into proper order, but
not publifhed, being fuch as were fuppofed
to be of lefs general ufe. ‘This manufcript
collection confifts of fifty-nine large volumes
in folio ; which were defigned to be repo-
fited in the Cotton library. The contents
of each volume, and the titles of the feveral
records in each, aregiven at the end of the
XVII* volume of the printed collection.

I Thefe
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_ Thefe feeln to have been wholly neglected by
our late hiftorians, though with regard to’
perfonal hiftory, and incidental matters, they ‘
may perhaps” be of equal ufe with the
printcd volumes.  ‘They were fome years
ago in'the hands of Samugel Burroughs, Efg;
Mafter in Chancery, and one of the Truf-
tees for the Cotton library. They are now
to be found 1n their proper place in the Bri-
t1fh Mufeum,
¢-There are hardly any of the reft of the
authorities, but what Wlll be fufficiently
known and underﬂ:ood of themfelves, as
they are'referred to.
- Though no inconfiderable progrefs has
been here already made in collecting ma-
terials from the Public Records ; namely,
from the Parliament Rolls and the Patent
Rolls,  which may well be fuppofed to have
afforded more, and thofe of more ufe and
1mportance, than any others are like to do;
and in fome degree from all the reft, by
" means of the colle¢tions of Rymex, both
rinted and manufcript; yet it is not to be
doubted, but that a farther fearch in the
_feveral public offices would fupply particu- -
lar fa&ts hitherto unknown, that might give
new light,- as well into the general ftate of

the
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the affairs of thofe times, as into Wykes
ham’s perfonal hxﬁory In this pcrfuaﬁon,
the author ftill had it in his view to try.
what might be done in this way: but he
has never yet found fufficient leifure or
opportunity for ‘an undertaking, which
requires much of both, and which perhaps
had better be wholly let alone, than neg-
ligently and {lightly performed as a fu-
perficial and imperfet examination would
_probably have little other effect, than to
difcourage all attempts of the like kind for
the future. Much lefs can he think in
his prefent fituation of ever being able pro-
perly to execute fuch a defign. He muft
therefore content himfelf with recommend-
ing it to the two learned and flourithing
Societies of Wykeham’s foundation, as a
matter which principally and nearly con-
«cerns them, and which he is fure they will
be ready to promote to the utmoft of their
power, to confider of the propereft method
of fupplying this deficiency. Perhaps a
fuitable encouragement on their part, both
as a fupport of the expence, and a reward
of the labour, of f{uch a fearch, might in-
duce fome perfon of {kill and experience to
undertake it. At prefent he hopes they
will
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will receive with candor and indulgence
thefe his endeavours; which were incited
by no other motive than his earneft defire
of exprefling, in the beft manner he was
able, his fenfe of the great obligations,
which he has to their great Founder and to
Them. The ground at leaft s cleared, a
foundation laid, and fomething of a plan
given; and the materials here colleted and
difpofed with all the exactnefs he is capable
of, will fo far be of ufe, confidered only as
materials. If to thefe any confiderable ac-
ceflion fhould ever be made from the ftores
above mentioned, he is perfuaded there will
not be wanting in thofe Societies, fuch as
will be ready and able to make the proper |
ufe of them, and to fet them forth to the
beft advantage ; that fo the hiftory of their
pious and munificent Founder may be one
day rendered in every refpect as complete, as
the nature and condition of the fubject, fo
long too much neglected, will now admit.
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LowTH, whillt Wykeuam’s various worth you
trace, '
And bid to diftant times his Annals fhine,
Indulge another Bard of Wy kKEHAM’s race
In the fond wifh to add his name to thine.
From the fame fount, with rev’rence let me boaft,
The elaffic fireams with early thirft I caught;
What time, they fay, the Mufes revel’d moft,
. When B1GG prefided, and when BurTon taught.
But the fame fate, which led me to the {pring,
Forbad: me farther to purfue the ftream:
Perhaps as kindly ; for, as Sages fing,
Of Chanee and Fate full idly do we deem.
And fure in GranTa’s philofophic fhade
Truth’s genuine image beam’d upon my fight;
And flow-eyed Reafon lent her fober aid
To form, deduce, compare, and judge aright.
Yes, ye fweet fields, befide your ofier'd ftream
Full many an Attic hour my youth enjoy’d,
Full many a friendfhip form’d, life’s happieft dream,
And treafur’d many a blifs which never cloy’d.
Yet may the'Pilgrim, o’er his temperate fare
Ateve, with pleafing recollettion fay,
*Twas the frefi morn which ftrung his nerves to bear
The piercing beam, and ufeful toils of day :
So let me ftill with filial love purfue
The nurfe and parent of my infant thought,
From whence the colour of mylife I drew
When Bicg prefided, and when BurTON taught.
O Names by me rever’d ! ——till memory die,
Till my deaf ear forget th’enchanting flow
Of verfe harmonious, fhall my mental eye
< Trace back old time, and teach my breaft to glow.
Peace
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Peace to that honour’d Shade, whofe mortal frams
Sleeps in the boforn of its parent eatth }
Whilft the freed Soul, that boafts ccleﬁxal flame,
Perhaps now triumphs i 4 nobler birth.
}’crhaps with WykEHAM, from fome blifsful bower, *
Applauds thy labours ; of prepares the wreath
For BurToON’s generous toil.—Th’ infatlate Power
Extends his deathful fway o’et all that breathe;
Nor aught avails it, that the virtuous Sage
Forms future Bards, or WyREHAMS yeét to come 3
Nor aught avails it, that his gteen old age,
From youth well {perit, may feem t’clude the tomb;
For BurToN too muft fall. Aad o’er his urn,
‘Whilft Stience hangs her fculptur’d trophies ronnd,
The letter'd tribes of half an age fhall miontn,
Whofe lyres he ftrung, and added fenfe to found.
Nor fhall his candid ear, I truft, difdain
This artlefs tribute of a feeling mind ;
And thou, O Low TH, fhalt own the grateful flrain,
Mean tho’it flow, was virtuoufly defign’d.
For 'twas thy work infpir’d the melting mood
To feel and pay the facred debt I ow’d 5
And the next virtue to beftowing good,
Thou know’tt, is gratitude for good beftow’d,

W. WHITEHEAD,

Poet Laureat,

The
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM.

SECTTION L

From the Birth of Wykebam i t0 bis being made
Bifbop of W'mcbe er.

HAT natural curiofity, which leads

us to inquire into the particular

- circumftances of the lives of fuch

as have in any way made themfelves gréat-
ly eminent; cannot be more properly or
laudably employed, than in reviving the
memory of thofe illuftrious perfons, who
have more efpecially diftinguifhed them-
B felves
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felves by their beneficence and public fpi-
sit; by their endeavours to do good to
their own age, and to pofterity; to their
country', and to mankind. In this cafe at
leaft, it is not merely the effect of an idly
inquifitive difpofition, nor does it propofe to
itfelf only an empty amufement: it par-
takes in fome meafure of the fame gene-
rous principle, which engages its attention;
perhaps it arifes from a mind pofiefled with
a fenfe of benefits received, and is no im-
proper exertion of that love, refpet, and
gratitude, which is due to the author of
them. The fub]e& of the following pages,
may, I prefume, in this refpect, merit the
attention of fuch as have a due regard for
the memory of a man; who, befides his
high ftation and great abilities in public
affairs, was an eminent example of gene-
rofity and ‘munificence; and much more
of thofe, who have felt the beneficial in-
fluence of his liberality, who have been,
or actually are, partakers of his bounty.
It is indeed principally for the fake of thefe
latter, that the prefent inquiry hath been un-
dertaken: it will be purfued with that care,
and fidelity, and firic regard to truth,
whichi is due to the public in general ; and,

- for
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for the fatisfaltion of thefe in particular,
even with what may perhaps be efteemed
by others a minute and fcrupulous exact-
nefs ; in confidence that their veneration
for the name of Wykeham, their generous
Benefactor, will make every thing that re-
lates to him interefting, and will not fuffer
them to think any particularities jejune,
trifling, or infignificant, that in any wife
tend to refcue his memory from oblivion,
to verify his hiftory, or to vindicate his
character. :

William Wykeham, or Of Wykeham,
“(for * he ufes both ways of exprefling
his name, but commonly the latter,} was
* born at Wykeham in Hampfhire, in the
year mcccxxiv, in he 18th year of Ed- -
ward the Second: confequently after the
7th of July, from which the years of Ed-

* He calls himfelf William Wykeham, not De Wyke-
ham, in his Will ; as alfo fometimes in his own Regifter :
be is fo called in Regiftr, Edyngdon; and in Rotuli
computls Coll. Nov. Oxon. an. 13g1; and in Leger-
Book of the Church of Winchefler, N° I. very often.
¢ A qua villa (fays Chapndeler, MS. in Biblioth. Coll.
“ Nov. p. 15.) cognomen eft fortitus, ut etiam a
« plerifque Wilhelmus Wykeham appellaretur:” not
De Wykeham; as I fuppofe he means.

* Brevis Chronica, & Chaundeler.

B2 ward
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ward the Second begin; and before the
27th of September of the fame year; for
on that day of the year mcccciv, on which
he died, he is faid to have been fully®, o
above, * eighty years old. "
It is commonly fuppofed, that he took
~his name from the place of his birth, ac-
cording to a cuftom much in ufe in thofe
times, when furnames were not fo appro-
priated to families, as to defcend regularly
from father to fon, as they now do. 'There
are however fome circumftances, which at
firft fight fcem to afford us fufficient reafon
to doubt of this. We meet with feveral
of his kindred, living at the fame time with
him, who bore the fame name: Nicholas
Wykeham, * Archdeacon of Winchefter,

2 Tra&atus in Vet. Regiftr. Coll. Wint.

4 Brevis Chronica, & Chaundeler, p. 54.

s Nicholas Wykeham, Clerk, Prebendary of Maple-
durham in the church of Bofeham, Chichefter Diocefe,
in 13703 .Archdeacon of Winchefter, 1372; which he
refigned, and became Archdeacon of Wilts, 1382 ; War-
den of St. Nicholas’s Hofpital, Portfmouth, on the
death of Richard Wykeham, and Reftor of Witteney,
Lincoln Diocefe, being then L. L. D. 1378 ; War-
den of New College Oxford, 1379; refignedit, 1389.
Ordained Accolite and fubdeacon, 1379 ; Prieft, 1383.
He was alfo Prebendary of Tymberbury in the church
of Romefaye, Winchefter Diocefe. Regiltr, Wykeham.

and
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and Warden of New College, whom ® he -
exprefsly calls his kinfman. Richard de
Wykeham 7, Warden of St. Nicholas's
Hofpital, Portfmouth; the fame probably
with Richard Wykeham, called likewife
his kinfman in the Rolls of Accompt of
New College in the year 1377: John
Wykeham °, Reétor of Mapledurham in
the diocefe of Winchefter ; who is men-
tioned in his will among his kindred, and
was ° admitted as fuch Fellow of his
College. Add to thefe William, Tho-
mas, and John Wykeham, admitted * like~
wife Fellows of his College in the years
1387, 1390, and 1395 refpectively ; who*
were his great nephews, the fons of his
niece Alice, the wife of William Perot,

¢ See Appendix, N° X. .

7 Regiftr. Wykeham. :

$ Ordained Accoiite and Subdeaconin 1395 ; atthat
time Reétor-of Stockton, Sarum Diocefe; afterward of
Mapledurham, (or Buriton) Caulborne, Brightefton,
a0d South-Waltham, fucceflively. Regiftr. Wykeham.

o Regiftr. Coll. Nov. .

* Ibid. ' - -
' * See Appendix, N°L I 1II. and 1V. William the
eldeft brother probably died before the Bithop with-
ont iffue, upon which Thomas the fecond brother be-
came the Bifhop’s heir: John the youngeft died Fellow
of New College, Civilian, in the year 1398. Regiftr.
Coll. Noy. . ' : :

B3 - - and
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and took his furname inftead of their fa-
ther’s. His kinfman John Fyvyan, ? paid
him the fame compliment, and relinquifhed
his own name for that of Wykeham. Both
thefe inftances feem to make it ftill more
probable, that it was fomething more than
a cafual name taken from the place of his
birth. He mentions his Father and Mo-
ther only by their Chriftian names, *
John and Sybill: if their furname had
been different from that which he bore
himfelf, it would have been natural, if
not neceffary, to have mentioned it ; if the
fame, there was plainly no occafion of ex-
prefling it, as implied of courfe.
I meet with a note in the Firft Regifter
of New College °, which if it does not
B ’ con-
3 Call'ld Johannes Wykeham, aliter dictus Fyvyan,
Regiftr. Wykeham, Part 1. fol. 121, In the year 1379,
and 1380, he was ordained Accolite and Subdeacon by
the name of John Fyvyan only; afterward went by the
name of Wykeham. ~He was Retor of Eabberbury,

then of (Pondale upon his refignation of the former;
afterward of Broughton, Dioc. Linc. prefented by Wil-

_ Jiam of Wyk<ham as Patron. Regiftr. Wykeham. He

appears to have been his kinfman by Regiftr. Coll. Nov:
and in his will is placed among his kindred.

+ In the Statutes of both his Colleges. They are fo
called likewife in Brev Chron. and ia Tratat. in Vet.
Regiftr. Coll. Wint. and in MS. Coll. Wint. )

s At the bottom of the laft page of the book, ﬁnbeerd
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confirm this opinion, that Wykehatm was
properly his family-name °, yet fhews at
leaft that it is not altogether new and un-
precedented. It is in the following terms:
< Ppt ps welle to be prooved that wpl-
“ Ipam wpkehant bpsshope off wpn:
< ton Wwag berue in a towne in Hamp:
< cheve called wpkeham, and thachps
« grapnt fathiers name wag wpkehanz,
< although theve Hathe bin fome doute
« of ypﬁ fathers name,” The hand-
writing, as well as the expreflion, of this
Note carries with it evident marks of age;
~ and yet, upon due confideration, I do not
think it to be of fufficient antiquity, to
give it any great weight in determining the
prefent queftion. _ ,_

-And after all, we muft have a care, l¢ft,
being prepofiefled with notions taken from
our own ufages, we fhould be led into

Liber Albus. The other entries of the fame page bear |
date 1456, and 1457. At the fideof thisnote is written
0 another hand, ¢ An old note concerning our Foun-
¢ der.” Thislaft handwriting appears in feveral parts
of the Book, in the margin, &c. and is Warden Cul.
peper’s, or fome other perfon’s in his tjme, (that is, be-
tween 1573 and 1599) as is plaia from folio 2.

6 Harpsfield, who was educated in both Wykeham’s
Colleges, is of this opinion : See his Hift. Ecclefiaft.
Aanglican. p. 550, '

B4 error
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error in our reafonings upon thofe of for-
mer times. If we confider the uncertain.
ftate of family-names at the time of the
birth of Wykeham, we fhall not think it
ftrange, that there fhould be fuch doubt
with regard to the furname of his family;
ar even if it thould appear, that he had
“properly no family-name at all. Surnames
were introduced into England by the Nor-
mans at the Conqueft: * But certain it is,
« 7 fays Camden, that as the better fort,
« even from the Conqueft, by little and
¢ little, took furnames; fo they were not
« fettled among the common people fully
¢ until about the time of Edward the Se-
" ¢ cond.” As we muft allow Wykeham to
have been what the Romans called novus
homo, fo with regard to his furname, he
might perhaps be ﬁn&ly and literally the
firft of his family.

Upon the whole, therefore, I cannot
help giving credit to the teftimony of a
* Pedigree of Wykeham’s family, preferved
in an ancient Regifter of Winchefter Col-
lege, which mentions his father by the

7 See Camden’s Remains, p. 106 &ec.
8 Sce Appendix, N°IL.

name
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name of John Longe; which, whether it
was the proper furname of the family, or-
a perfonal bye-name given him on ac- -
count of his ftature, (in which cafe his true
furname might be Aas, the fame that was
borne by his ? brother Henry,) tis neither
material nor poflible to determine.  This.
Pedigree muft be allowed to be of good:
authority, as it was drawn up in the next
age to that of Wykeham himfelf, as it is
in many particulars confirmed by collateral
evidence, and as there dots not appear any
reafon to quefhon the truth and exactnefs
of any part of it. Whatever elfe has been
alledged on this fubject ought to. be of
little account: it is a point that muft be
determined by authority and evidence; and
the authority of this Pedigree feems fufﬁ-
cient to maintain. itfelf againft all argu-
ments whatfoever, ,that are only founded
on probable-fuppofition and conjecture.
His parents * were perfons of good re-
‘putation and character; but in mean cir-
cumftances. It has bcen faid, that * hq

9 See alfo Appendix, N°XVIII.

* Tra&tat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev. Chron. &
Chaundeler, p. 15.

* See below the quotations from Robert Glover and
john Malverne, ~ : .
) him-
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himfelf, or fome of ‘his anceftors were of
fervile condition : that is, had been Te-
nants in Villenage, or had held lands by
certain cuftoms and fervices owed to the
Lord; which is confidered as a kind of
Servitude or Bondage by our Laws, and
. which was at that time, for the moft part,

“the ftate and condition of the bulk of the
common people of England. However,
of his mother *, we are particularly informed,
that the was well-born, and of a gentle-
man's family : which is moreover confirmed
by the Pedigree before mentioned. The *
number of his contemporary relations,which
we meet with occafionally mentioned, and
upon undoubted authority, is furprifingly
great, confidering the diftance of time, and
the obfcurity in which this part of his hif~ -
tory lies ; and feems to prove, that he was
not of fuch very low extration as fome
_authors have reprefented him. They ap-

3 ¢« Cujus ortlis primordia ex parte matris nomine
¢ Sibillz generofa profapia natalibus legis [forfan, le-
¢ gitimis] infignivit: pater vero ejus, Johannes nomi-
“ ne, progenitorum libertate dotatus, honeftum mori-
¢ bus &gefturis fe omnibus exhibebat.” Tratat. in
Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. It is afterwards faid of both his
parents, that they were “ honefti generes”  Ibid.

4 Sce Appendix, N° XVIIL
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pear in general to have been perfons of re--
putable condition, and of a middle ftation
in life. On the other hand, I fee no rea-
fon for rating his family higher: Iam even
inclined to think, that he himfelf difclaimed
all farther pretenfions. The celebrated Mot-
to which he added to his Arms, (of which
S probably he might have received a grant

. ‘ v when

$ ¢ The faid Bihoppe bare his Armes diverfly at
“ two fondry tymes, as the Seals thereof, fhewed by
“ 8ir Richard Fynes, teftify. Before he was Bifthoppe,
¢ when as yet he was but Archdeacon of Lincolne, he
¢ fealed but with one cheveron in his Armes between
“ threerofes: but after, when he was advanced to the
¢ Bifhoppricke, he fealed with two cheverons between
“ three rofes: and fo ar generally known to this day
“ to be his without contradi@ion.——It hath been de-
“ maunded of me by the {ayd learned menne, whether
¢ the Armes which the faid Bithoppe ufed were gyven
“ unto him in refpe of his dignity Epifcopall, or
“ were boren by him before, as receyved from his
¢ aunceftry and race. Whereunto I coulde not an-
“ fwer affirmatyvely, becaufe I had never feen mat.
“ ter of the firft allowance of them. But havynge read-
“ certyne learned wryters opinions of the fayd Bifhoppe,
“ which do agree in this, that he was bumilis conditionis,
¢ and that he was called Wykeham, a loco unde na‘us
“ ofty € non a parentibus: as 1t is alfo affirmed in
« the chapter of his Lyf before alleadged, wherein
“ alfo his father.called John is fayd to be progenitorum
¢ libertate dotatus : and he himfelf by Ranulph Monke
“ of Chefire, being noted to be libertinus, velapatreli-
“ bertino natus : 1 wasmoved to thinke, as I told them,
% thar thofe Armes came not to him by defcent. And

« agayne,



12 THE LIFE OF

when he began to rife in the world) I ima-

gine was intended by him to intimate fome- -
thing of this kind: jRannerg makpth

JNan: the true meaning of which, as he

defigned it, I prefume to be, tho’ it has

commonly been underftood otherwife, That

a man’s real worth is to pe eftimated, not

from the outward and accidental advan-

tages of birth, rank, and fortune, but from

the endowments of his mind, and his mo-

ral qualifications. Inthis fenfe it bears a

proper relation to his arms, and contains-
a juft apology for thofe enfigns of his new-

ly acquired dignity. Confcious to himfelf
that his claim to honour is unexceptionable,

as founded upon truth and reafon, he in

t agayne, behouldinge the Armes fometyme with one
¢ and then after with two cheverons, quz quidem figna
<¢ per Carpentarios & domorum faciores olim portabantur,
¢¢ as Nicholas Upton wryteth, and comparing them
“ to the quality of the berar, who is fayd to have had
¢¢ his chiefe preferment for his fkill in Architecture,
¢ Erat enim regi Edwardo l11. in prircipio a fabricis eo
¢ guod erat ingeniofus & architeétura delettatus, as Dr.
¢¢ Caius maketh mention in his bookes de antiguitate
¢ Cantabrigienfss Academiz : 1 was alfo induced to thinke
“ per conjeCturam Heraldicam, that the Bifhop himfelf
¢ was the firft berar of them.” Report of Robert
Glover, Somerfet Herald, to Lord Treafurer Burghley,
concerning the difpute between Sir Richard Fiennes and
Humphrey Wickham, E{q; dated March 1572. MS. Ant,
Wood. N° XXVIIIL in Mufzo Afhmoleano Oxon.

a man-
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a manner makes his appeal, to the world ;

alledging, that neither high birth, to which
he makes no pretenfions, nor high ftation,
upon which he does not value himfelf, but

< Virtue alone is true Nobility.”

It feems to be agreed on all hands, that
his ¢ parents were in fuch narrow circum-
ftances, that they could not afford to give
their fon a liberal education. However,
this deficiency was fupplied by fome ge-
nerous patron, who maintained him at
fchool at 7 Winchefter, where he was in-

- ftru¢ted in Grammatical learning. Here

he gave early proofs of his * piety and his
diligence. It has always been fuppofed,

- rather from a common tradition, than from

any authentic account that I can meet
with, that Wykeham’s firft and great Be-
nefator was Nicholas Uvedale Lord of the
Manor of Wykeham, and Governor of
Winchefter Caftle, an officer of great note
in thofe days. After he had gone through

¢ Traftat. in Vet, Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev. Chron.
Chaundeler ibid.

7 MS. Coll. Wint.
? Ibid. & Tra&at, in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wmt

< his
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his fchool education, he was taken into
his patron’s family, and became his Secre-
tary. ‘That he was'Secretary to the Con-
ftable of Winchefter Caftle, is all that we
find mentioned in the moft ancient ® writ-
ers. Heis faid to have been afterwards re-
commended by Uvedale to Edyngdon *
Bifhop of Winchefter, and by both to have
been made known to King Edward the
Third. "

The later Writers of Wykeham’s life
have generally mentioned his removing
from Winchefter to Oxford to profecute
his ftudies, and that he continued there
almoft fix years. They feem to have no
fufficient authority for what they fay. The
Writers neareft his time make no men-
tion of his being at Oxford at all, or
rather fuppofe the contrary. I muft

 TraQat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev. Chrons
Chaundeler.

* Edyngdon Bithop of Winchefter conftitutes William
de Wykeham his Attorney, to take poffeflion of certain
lands, &c. December 10. 26 Ed. 3. [1352.] And
Henry Sturmy of Elvecham conftitutes him likewife
" his Attorney, to deliver feifin of certain lands, &c. to
Bp. Edyngdon, O¢tober 12th the fame year. Lib. H.
Coll. Wint. fol. 252, & 249. Which makes it proba-
ble, that he wasin Edyngdon’s fervice, as is commonly

. P

here
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here give the Reader what Chaundeler fays
to this purpafe in his own words: * Illum
¢ Speculativa (Sapientia) minime forfan
s¢ occupavit : perhibetur enim nec Artium,
¢« nec Theologiz, fed nec utrorumque Ju-
< rium fcolas exercuiffe:—quomodo potuit
« ab inopi & pauperrima duétus paren-
« tela fine exhibitione fcolas aut literarum
« exercitafle ftudium?—de Practica vero,
¢« ——vir fumme fapiens.” Which I think
it as much as to fay in exprefs terms, that
he never ftudied in any Univerfity. Chaun-

deler, who within about fifty years after
the death of Wykeham, was Warden of
New College, and Chancellor of the Uni-
verfity of Oxford, might at that time have
eafily known, whether he had ever ftudied
there or not, by confulting the Univer-
fity Regifters. Befides, it does not ap-
pear, that he ever had any Academical De-
gree, nor is there the leaft tradition of his

having belonged to any particular Society
there. * ’
The above paffage of Chaundeler gives
us the real charater of Wykeham with
refpect 'to his Learning ; and lays open to
us the true and only foundation of that
Tpadxtxon, which has been delivered down
| from

3
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from early times, and has received many
additional circumftances from the invention
of later writers; that Wykeham was an
Illiterate Perfon. One that after having
been chiefly employed for feveral years in
fecular affairs, and without having ever
gone through the ufual courfe of Academi-
“cal Learning, thould become a Clergyman,
however furnifhed with moft parts of truly
ufeful knowledge, yet fuch as the {chools
were then entirely unacquainted with,
would of courfe be looked upon as deficient
in a principal part of a Clerical, that is,
according to the opinion: of thofe times,
of a Learned Education. But whoever
confiders the miferable ftate. of learning
in general, and in particular in the Uni-
verfity of Oxford, in that age, will not
thipk it any difadvantage to him to. have
been led into a different courfe of ftudies,

*Twas juft at the time * when Wyke-
ham muft have been at the Univerfity of
Oxford, if he had ever been there at all,
- that certdin logical .contentions, turning
merely upon words, fo far prevailed, as to
divide the fcholars into perpetual factions,

* See Ant. Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. ad an. 1343.
and
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and to become almoft the only object of
their ftudies and attention. The Nominals
lifted themfelves under the ftandard of
Occham the invincible Doctor, in oppo-
fition to the Reals, the followers of Duns
Scotus, entitled the Subtile Do&or. This
occafioned the revival of the old quarrels,
between the Northern and Southern men:
the former, for want of a better reafon as
it feems, joining themfelves to the party
of their Countryman Scotus; and confe-
quently the latter, out of mere fpirit of
oppofition, fiding with Occham. The con-
fequence of thefe difputes was not only
the eftablifhing in the fchools an unintel-
ligible jargon, (the thing that was chiefly
meant in thefe times when they talked of
knowledge and learning) but the introdu-
cing a fcandalous barbarity and brutality of
manners into the place appropriated to the
- ftudies of humanity and politenefs. The
- parties in tReir madnefs foon tranfgrefled
the bounds of Academical difputatioti, and
came to blows: they had frequent battles,
which generally ended in bloodfhed. . Six
years fpent at the Univerfity juft at this
time, and in that part of life in which
pre)udlces of all kinds take the fafteft hold

C and
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and make the moft lafting impreffion,

might have unhappily given a wrong turn

to a perfon of as great genius, as extenfive

knowledge, and as found judgement, as

any which that age produced. As he had

a capacity, that would probably have car-
ried him to the top of any profeffion, into

which he might have chanced to have been

thrown, he might indeed have become an

eminent Schoolman, an Irrefragable, per- -
haps, or even a Seraphic Doctor : but we
thould have abfolutely loft the great Statef-
man, and the generous patron and pro-
moter of true learning.

"Twas certainly for abilities very different
from what were commonly attained at that
time in the Univerfity, that Wykeham was
recommended to Edward the Third. He
ts faid * to have been brought to Court,

and

2 < Biennio vel triennio elapfo, poft annum s.[{cilicet]
 etatis fuz vicefimum, tranflatus eft in curiam domini
¢ regis Edvardi II1.” Tra&at. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint.

The following paffage likewife fpeaks of his having
been engaged in the King’s fervice very early in his

life, and contains an ample teftimony of his merits.
¢ Attendentes preterea ejufdem Epif. probitatis pre-
“¢¢ clara merita ac obfequia frutuofa, que ipfe a juvenils
¢ @tate tam Avo & Patri noftris prediftis, dum vixe-
‘ rast, quam etiam Nobis, poftquam ad regale fafti-
. . (19 gium
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and placed there in the King’s fervice, when
he was about two or three and twenty
years of age. What employment he had
there at this time, (if he was really em-
ployed by the King fo foon) I cannot fay :
for the firft office, which he appears upon
record to have borne, was that of Clerk of
all the King’s works, in his manors of Henle
and Yefthampfted. The * Patent confer-
ring this office upon him is dated the 1oth
of May 1356. The * 3oth of Oftober
following he was made Surveyor of the
King’s works at the Catftle and in the Park
of Windfor. By this Patent he had powers
given him to prefs all forts of artificers,
and to provide ftone, timber, and all-
other materials, and carriages. He had
one fhilling a day while he ftaid at Wind-
for, two fhillings when he went elfewhere
on his employment, and three fhillings a

“ gium afcendimus, multipliciter lmpendebat, 1pf is ac
*“ nobis in di€ti regni & negotiorum ejufdem operofo
“ regimine confiliis & auxiliis opportunis continue ac
¢ fideliter affiftendo, maximos utrobique fuftinendo la-
< bores pariter & expenfas,”—Preamble to a Licence
of Mortmain granted to his Colleges. Dat. June 16.

13. R. 2, Rot. Pat. MS. Rymer. R. 2. Vol. III. p. 208.
Item. Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 122,

4 Rot. Pat. 30. Ed. 3. Tanger.

s Ibid. and Athmole, Inftit, Ord, Garter, p. 128.

C2 ' week
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week for his Clerk. On ° the 14th of
November, 1357, he received a grant from
the King of one fhilling a day, payable at
the exchequer, over and above his former
wages and falary. ’Twas’ by the advice
and perfuafion of Wykeham that the King

6 Rot. Pat, 31. Ed. 3. Tanner.

* 7 ¢ Circa annum Domini 1359, Dominus Rex ad in-

¢« ftigationem Wilhelmi Wykeham Clerici in caftro de
¢ Wyndethore multa bona @dificia fecit profterni, & alia
¢¢ plura pulchra & fumptuofa =dificasi; omnes fere la-
% thonii & carpentarii per totam Angliam ad illam xdi«
“ ficationem fuerunt addudi, ita quod vix aliquis po-
¢ tuit habere aliquem bonum lathonium vel carpen-
<« tarium nifi in abfcondito propter regis prohibitionem.
&¢ Fuerat autem dictus Wilhelmus Wykeham de infimo
¢ genere, ut puta, ut dicebatur, fervilis conditionis
¢ tamen fuit multum aftutus, & vir magnz induftric.
¢ Videns qualiter poflet regi placere & iiliug benevo-
¢ lentiam adipifci, confuluit regi di¢tum caftrum de
* Wyndefhore taliter ficut hodie patet intuenti =di-
¢ ficare; & infra modicum tempus poftea unum no-
¢¢ yum caftrum in infula de Shepeye juxta mare & mer-
¢ catum ibi conftituere; licet locus ille ad hoc fuerat
*¢ male difpofitus. Propter quod Dominus Rex multis
€¢ bonis & pinguibus beneficiis ipfum Wilhelmum dita-
¢ vit, & infra breve tempus poft fuum fecretum Sigil-
¢¢ lum fecit portare, & fuccedente tempore ut effet Wyn-
¢ ton. Epil. procuravit; & tandem ad fui honoris cumu-
% lum Cancellarium Angliz ipfum conftituity ut verifi-
¢¢ caretur illud, Sic honorabitur quem Rex vult hono-
¢ rare.” Continuatio Chronici Ranulphi per Johannem
Malverne ab an. Dom. 1326, ad an. 1394. MS. in Bib-
lioth. Coll. Corp. Chrift. Cantab. I give the whale that
this author has relating to William of Wykeham, as it
has not before been publithed,

was
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was induced to pull down great part of
the Caftle of Windfor, and to rebuild it
in the magnificent manner in which, upon
the whole, it now appears; and the execu-
tion of this great work he committed en-
tirely to him.  Wykeham had likewife the
folediretion of the building *of Queenbo-
rough Caftle: the difficulties arifing from
the nature of the ground, and the lownefs
of the fituation, did not difcourage him
from advifing and undertaking this work ;
and in the event they only ferved to dif-
play more evidently the fkill and abilities
of the Architeét. '

- Wykeham acquitted himfelf fo much to
the King’s fatisfaction in the execution of
thefe employments, that he gained a con-
fiderable place in his mafter’s favour, and
grew daily in his affeCtions: ? for from

C3 hence-

8 Item MS. Coll. Wint,

s There is a ftory commonly told upon this occaﬁon,
which I think deferves but little regard, as it feems to
ftand upon no other foundation than fome popular tradi-
tion. I fhall give it here in the words of Arch-bithop
Parker, who, as far as I can find, is the firft that relates

€ Q\xdam narrant chkamum, extruéta arce Wind-

o forma, in interiori quodam panete hec verba, que la-
‘¢ tine tam appofite & faceteexprimi nequeunt, infculp-’
¢¢ fiffle: This made Wickam. Hoc fecit Wickam. Quz
\ ¢ locutio
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henceforth we find the King continually
heaping upon him preferments both civil
and ecclefiaftical. It feems to have been
all along his defign to take upon him Holy
Orders : he is ftyled Clericus in all the
above-mentioned Patents, I find * him call-
ed {o as early as the year 1352. He had as
yet only the Clerical Tonfure, or fome of
the lower Orders. The firft Ecclefiaftical
Preferment which was conferred upon him,
was the Rectory of Pulham in Norfolk by
the King’s prefentation: * it is dated the
goth of November, 1357. He met with
fome difficulties with regard to this prefer—
ment, from the court of Rome; where-

¢ locutio in Anglicana lingua, qu cafibus raro difcrl-
¢¢ minatyr, tam ambigua eft, ut incertum fit, utrum is
¢ arcem, anarx eum effeciffet. Hoc regi a calumniato-
¢ ribus quibufdam in ejus invidiam ita delatum eft, ut
quafi Wickamus omnem extruéi @dificii Jaudem fibi
¢ arroganter vindicarit. Quod cum rex iniquo animo
¢ tuliffet, eique probrofe objeciffet: non fibi tam mag-
< nifice regizque ftrutura laudes, fed ftruéturz fuas
¢ dignitates commoditatefque, adfcripfiffe dixit. Nec
¢ ego, inquit, hanc arcem, fed hzc arx me effecit,
¢ & ab ima conditione ad regis gratiam, opes, atque
“ dignitates evexit. Cum hoc refponfo adverfariorum
< calumniam vitaffet, opibus & potentia crevit indies,”
Antiq. Brit. Eccles.
¢ Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 252.

* Rot.Pat. 31. Ed. 3. Tanner,

"

o & -

-

fore
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fore he * received from the King on the
16th of April, 1359, a grant of two hun-
dred pounds a year, over and above his for-
mer appointments, until he fhould get
quiet pofleflion of the Church of Pulham,
or fome other benefice to the value of one
hundred marks. This difpute, whatever
it was, was not fettled till two years after-
ward ; when * on the 10th of July, 1361,
he had from the King a new prefentation
to Pulham. On sthe 1t of March, 1358-9,
he was prefented by the King to the Pre-
bend of Flixton in the Church of Lich-
field : this ¢ he exchanged for fome other
benefice with John de Waltham, in No-
vember, 1361. On’ the 10th of July, 1359,
he was conftituted chief Warden and Sur-
veyor of the King’s Caftles of Windfor,
Ledes, Dover, and Hadlam; and of the
Manors of Old and New Windfor, Wiche-
mer, and feveral other Caftles, Manors,
and Houfes, and of the Parks belonging
to them : with power to appoint all work-
men, to provide materials, and to order

3 Rot. Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner.
4 Rot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner.
* Rot. Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner.
¢ Willis, Survey of Cathedrals.
7 Rot, Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner. and Afhmole, ibid, -

C4 every
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every thing with regard to building and
repairs; and in thofe Manors to hold leets,
and other courts, pleas of trefpafs, and
mifdemeanors, and to enquire of the King’s
libertics and rights. The King feems at
this time to have been very intent upon
carrying on his buildings at Windfor; for
we find that ® next year workmen were im=
preft in London, and out of feveral Coun-
ties, by writs directed to the Sheriffs, who
were to take fecurity of them, that they
fhould not leave Windfor without licence
from Wykeham.

On ? the sth of May, 1 360, he had the
Kmff s grant of the Deanry of the Royal
Frec Chapel, or Coilegiate Church, of St:
Martin Le Grand, London. He'exchanged
this Deanry for the Prebend of Iwerne:
minftre in the Diocefe of Sarum on the
3d of October, 1361. Yetas he is ftyled*
the year after Dean of St. Martin’s, we
muft conclude, that he was prefented to it
again the fecond time: and as he was * .
admitted again to the prebend of Iwerne
Afhmole, ibid.

Rot. Pat. 34. Ed. 3. Tanner.
Regift. Edyngdon. part 1ft. fol. 106.

Regift. Edyngdon. part 2d. in Ordinationibus.
3 Regxﬁ Metford fol. 297

[ Y. S

in
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in the monaftery of Shaft(bury, (the fame
I {fuppofe with the former) by prefentation
from the King in the vacancy of the Ab-
bacy, (July 2d, 1362) he probably had ex-
. changed it before for fome other benefice.
He held the Deanry of St. Martin’s about
three years: *during which time he ge-
neroufly rebuilt, *in a very handfome
manner, and at a very great expence, the®
cloifter of the Chapter-houfe, and the body
of the Church. : '

Wykeham 7 attended upon the King in
the month of Oober, 1360, at Calats,
when the Treaty of Bretigny was folemnly
ratified, and confirmed by the reciprocal
oaths of the Kings of England and France
in perfon. In what character or office he
waited on the King there, I cannot fay:
but he affifted at this ceremony as a wit-
nefs, and, as it feems, in quality of Public
Notary. '

To proceed with the lift of his Ecclefi-
aftical Preferments: he received from the

4 Newcourt's Repertorium, Vol. 1. p. 424, & 427.

5 Newcourt, ibid. & Rot. Pat. pro rezdificatione
capelle, &c. per Willielmum Wykeham, tunc decanum,
&c. quoted by Bp. Tanner, Notit. Monaft. p. 297.

¢ ¢ Clauftrum domus capituli, & corpus ecclefie.”
MS. Coll. Wint.

7 Rymer Feedera, Vol. 6. p. 234. :
King
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King grants of the following Dignities,
which I fet down in the order of time,
with the date of each prefentation. A ®
Prebend in the Church of Hereford, July
12th, 1361. A °Prebend in the Collegiate
Church of Abergwilly, July 16th; and
the fame day, a * Prebend in the Collegiate
Church of Llandewy Breys, both in St.
David’s Diocefe. A * Prebend in the Col-
legiate Church of Bromyard, Hereford
Dioccefe, July 24th: this * he quitted in
O&ober following. -The * Prebend of
Oxgate in the Cathedral Church of St.
Paul London, O&ober 1ft. A *Prebend
in the Monaftery of Wherwell Winton
Diocefe, December 20. All thefe in the fame
- Year: in which likewife by prefentation
f:om other hands he was admitted to the
foliowing Dignities.  The ° Prebend of
Y atmenfter Overbury in the Church of Sa-
lilbury, Auguft 16th: The 7 Prebend of

* Rot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner,
s Ibid.
» Ibid,
2 }bid.
s Newcourt’s Repertorium, Vol. 2, p. 67.
4 Rot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner.
5 Ibid. »
¢ Regift. Metford. fol. 277.
7 Ibid, fol. 283. .
For-
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Fordington and Wriglington in the fame,
by exchange of the former, Oltober gth:
the * Prebend of Bedminfter and Ratcliffin
the fame, Oc¢tober 15th: the * Prebend of
Totenhall in the Church of St. Paul Lon-
don, December 1oth; which he refigned
a few days after, and was again prefented
to it by the King in April following. He
* wasCanon of Lincoln in June, 1362: it
* was the Prebend of Sutton which he held
in that Church. He *had the Retories
of Afwardby, Wodeland, and Gofberkirk,
Lincoln Diocefe : the later of which he*
exchanged for the Prebend of Langtoft in
the Cathedral Church of York, this fame
year : which he alfo quitted the next year
for the Prebend of Laghton in the fame
Church. The * King gavehim moreover, a
Prebend in the Collegiate Church of Haft-
ings, Chichefter Diocefe, February 17th,
1362-3 ; a Prebend in St. Stephen’s Cha-
pel Weftminfter, April 21ft, 1363 ; the

® Ibid.

9 Newcourt’s Repertorium, Vol. 1. p. 214.

+ Rymer Feedera, Vol. 6. p. 372.

* Regift. Langham, fol. 12.

3 Dr. Richardfon on Godwin, from Regift. GinweH.
+ Bp. Tanner ex Regift. Ecclefiz Ebor.

5 Rot. Pat. 37. Ed. 3. Tanner.

Arch-
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Arch-Deaconry -of Northampton, April
26th ; the Arch—Deaconry of Lincoln, May
23d ; on ° accepting which he refigned the
former ; and the Prepofiture of Wells with
the Prebend annexed, Dcccmber 15th, the
fame year.

Some of the foregoing Dlgmtles he was
poffcﬁ'ed of before he was in Holy Orders.
He 7 was admitted to the inferior Order of
Accolite on the sth of December, 1361 ;
to the Order of Subdeacon, a fuperior and
Holy Order in the Church of Rome’s ac-
count, on the 12th of March following;
both by Edyngdon Bifhop of Winchefter
in his Chapel at Southwark: and was
there likewife ordained Prieft by the fame,
, June the 12th, 1362. It docs not appear
when or by whom he was ordained Deacon.

His advancement in the State ftill kept
pace with his preferment in the Church.
In® June, 1363, he was Warden and Juf~
ticiary of the ngs Forefts on this ﬁde

¢ Le Neve's Fafti. ex Regift. Bokyngham.
© 7 Regift. Edyngdon, part 2d. in Ordinationibus.

® Kennet’s Parochial Antiquities, pag- 497. He is
call’'d /ate Warden, &c, in Rot. Pat. 42 Ed. 3. Tanner.
Which Patent contains a Releafe and acquittance from
the King of all debts and demands on account of that
office. Index Rot. Pat. Biblioth. Cotton. Titus c. 2

Trent,
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Trent. On ° the 14th of March follow-
ing, the King granted him an affignment
of twenty fhillings a day out of the Ex-
chequer. He * was made Keeper of the .
Privy Seal on the 11th of May, 1364.
And * within two years after he was made
Secretary to the King. In May,*® 1363, he
was commiffioned by the King to treat of
the ranfom of the King of Scotland, and
the -prolonging of the truce with the
Scots, together with the Chancellor, Trea-
furer, and the Earl of Arundel. Not long
after this, he is called ¢ Chief of the Privy
Council, and Governor of the Great Coun-
cl; which terms however, I fuppofe, are
not titles of office, but exprefs the great
influence and authority which he had in
thofe affemblies.

There are feveral other preferments both
Ecclefiaftical and Civil, which he is faid

* Rot. Pat, 38. Ed. 3. Tanner.

' Ibid. :

* Rot. Pat. go. Ed. 3. Tanner. The Pope direlts
to him by the title of Secretary tothe King of England
asearly as June 1364. Rymer. Foedera, Vol. 6. pag.
443-

* Rymer Foedera, Vol. 6. pag. 464.

4 ¢ Cdpitalis {ecreti Concilii, ac Gubernator Magm
“ Concilii.” Rymer Feedera, Vol. 7. p.164. .

to
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to have held ; but I do not mention them,
becaufe the authorities produced for them
are fuch, as I cannot intirely depend upon.
And as to his Ecclefiaftical Benefices al-
ready mentioned, the pradtice of exchang-
ing them was then fo common, that ’tis
hard to determine precifely, which of them
he held all together at any one time.
However, we have a very exact account of
this matter as it ftood in the year 1366,
when the fum of his Church preferments
was at the higheft, given by Wykeham
himfelf on occafion of Urban the Fifth’s *
Bulle again{t Pluralities: the ° practice of
which prevailed greatly in the Church at
this time; fo that there were fome in Eng-
land, who, by the Pope’s authority, pofefled
at once twenty Ecclefiaftical Benefices and
Dignities, with difpenfation moreover for
holding as many more, as they could law- -
fully procure, without limitation of num-
ber. This Bulle was publithed in May,
1365 ; and orders all ecclefiaftical perfons
whatfoever poffeffed of more benefices than
one, either with or without cure, to de-

s See the Bulle itfelf in Wilkins. Concil. Mag. Brit.
Vol. 3. pag. 62. = .
S Parker, Antiq. Britan Eccl. ad an. 1367.

liver
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liver to the Ordinary of the place where
they commonly refide, a diftin¢t and par-
ticular account of fuch their benefices, with
the fum which each is taxed at in the King’s
books, to be tranfmitted to the Metropoli-
tan, and by him to the Pope. The Cer-
tificate of the Bithop of London, made to
the Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury, of the ac-
count exhibited to him by William of
Wykeham of his benefices, is as follows.
7¢« In the fame year and month [O¢to-
“ber, 1366.] Sir William of Wykeham
« Clerk, Archdeacon of Lincoln, and
«* Secretary of:our Lord the Illuftrious
« King of England, and Keeper .of his
« Privy Seal, by reafon of his faid office
« refiding and commonly dwelling in the
« City and Diocefe of London, intimated
“and in writing exhibited to Us Simon
“Bifhop of London, clearly, particularly,
“and diftinétly, as he affirmed, that he
“ holdeth the Archdeaconry of Lincoln,
« having no ecclefiaftical benefice nor manfe
“ annexed unto the fame, which is reput-
“ ed to be a dignity in the Church of Lin-

7 Ex Regiftro Langham. fol. 12,
* A word is here omitted i the original : ’tis fup-
plied by conjecture. ' '

¢ coln,
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¢« coln, and is a benefice with cure, and
« incompatible with another cure; not
« taxed ; the true and common annual va-
« lue of the fame, if the Archdeacon vifi-
¢ teth ail the churches of his Archdea-
« conry, and recetveth the whole procu-
¢ rations every where in ready money, ex-
¢ tendeth to three hundred and fifty pounds
« fterling. Item, the Canonry and Pre-
« bend of Sutton in the faid Church of
« Lincoln ; it is a Benefice without cure,
« and compatible with a benefice with cure:
« the tax of the fame is two hundred and
« fixty marks fterling. Item, the Canonry
« and Prebend of Laghton in the Church
« of York; it is a benefiee without cure,
« and compatible with a cure, and is fo
« held and reputed : the tax of the fame
« is one hundred and ten marks fterling.
« Item, the Canonry and Prebend of Bon-
¢« ham in the Collegiate Church of Suth-
«« well, York Diocefe; it is a benefice with-
“ out cure, and compatible with a cure :
¢ the tax of the fame fifty five marks fter-
«ling, Item, the Canonry and Prebend
« of the Altar of St. Mary in ‘the Colle-
« giate Church of Beverly, York Diocefe ;
¢ it is a benefice without cure, and com-

' « patible
5
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« patible with a cure: the tax of the fame
«fixteen pounds fterling. Item, the Ca-
“ nonry and Prebend of Totenhale in the
«“ Church of London ; a benefice likewife
“« without cure,and compatible with a cure:

" « the tax of the fame fixteen marks fter-

«ling. Item, the Canonry and Prebend
« of Fordyngton in the Church of Sarum ;
« a benefice alfo without cure, and com-
¢ patible with 4 cure: the tax of the fame
«twenty five marks fterling. Item, the
“Canonry and Prebend of Werwell in
« the Monaftery of the nuns of Werwell,
« Wynton Diocefe ; it is a benifice with-
«out cure, and compatible with a cure:
« the tax of the fame fixty marks. Item,
« the Canonry and Prebend of Iwerne in |
« the Monaftery of the nuns of Shafton, -
« Sarum Diocefe; a benefice likewife with-
“out cure, and compatible with a cure,
«“and fo held and reputed : the tax of the
« fame thirty marks fterling. Item, the
« Canonry and Prebend of Swerdes in
« the Church of Dublin in Ireland; it is
“a benefice without cure, and compati- .
“ble with a cure: the tax of the fame
“ ninety marks fterling. Item, the Pre-
« pofiture of Wells with a Prebend in the

D ¢« Church
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¢« Church of Wells annexed to the fame:
«« the aforefaid Prepofiture is a fimple of-
« fice, and without cure, and compatible
« with another benefice with cure, and fo
« it is held and reputed : the tax of the
« Prepofiture with the Prebend annexed to
« it fixty eight marks fterling ; and out of
« the fruits and produce of the faid Pre-
« pofiture are paid to fourteen Canons for
<« their Prebends, and to the Vicars and
<« other minifters of that Church, yearly
« one hundred and feventy five marks fter-
¢ ling. Item, the aforefaid Sir William
¢« of Wykeham did hold at the time of the °
« date of the aforefaid monition, by col-
« lation of our Lord the illuftrious King
« of England, the canonry and Prebend
« of Alnethle in the aforefaid our Lord
« the King’s free Chapel of Bruggenorth,
« Coventry and Litchfield Diocefe ; it is a
-« benefice without cure, and compatible
¢« with a cure ; and the fame, being of the
« King’s patronage, he hath wholly refign-
 ed and fimply quitted in form of law, as
¢« well really as verbally : and that the tax
« of the fame, the Epifcopal regifters, as
«« well as thofe of our Lord the King and
« thofe of our Lord the Pope’s Nuncio in

« England,
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« England, having been fearched, and all
« requifite diligence by him ufed in the
« fame, could not be made appear, nor
« doth appear ; wherefore the true and com-
« mon value of the faid Prebend he hath
« exhibited unto Us Simon Bifhop of Lon-
« don aforefaid, that it extendeth annual-
«ly to twenty three pounds fix f{hillings
« and eight pence fterling. Item, the faid
« Sir William did hold, by virtue of Apof-
« tolical Difpenfation unto him in this be-
« half fufficiently made and granted, at
« the time of the date of the monition a-
« forefaid and fince, the Parith Church of
« Manyhynet, Exon Diocefe, atthat time
« of Lay patronage: it is a benefice with
« cure,. not compatible with another cure ;
« but the fame Church he hath wholly
« refigned and fimply quitted in form of
«law, as well really as verbally: the
«tax of the fame eight pounds fterling.
« Item, he did obtain a Refcript or Bulle
« Apoftolical in the time of our Lord Pope
« Innocent the fixth ' of happy memory,
“dire€ted to the Bithop Elect of St.
“ David’s, to examine the faid William

* Inthe Original, Innocent the Fifis, by miftake.
D2 ' “ per-
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‘c perfonally, and if he fhould be found
~‘““duly qualified; to grant unto him by
¢ provifion the Canonry and Prebend of
‘< the Church of St. Andrew of Aukelond,
‘¢ Durham Diocefe, which formerly Thomas
 de Brydekylt, alias de Karlelis, held in
¢ the faid Church during his life: but by
¢ virtue of the fame he neither hath fince
“ had collation, nor the faid Canonry and
¢« Prebend hath he poffeffion of, nor hath
“ in any wife had, nor intendeth to have
¢ for the future, nor in any manner to make
« ufe of the faid Refcript or Bulle Apof-
« tolical : the tax or value is not known.”
By this inftrument it appears, that the
yearly value, partly taxed and party real,
of the benefices which Wykeham had for
fome few years held all together, was
8731, 6s. 8d. and of thofe which he ftill re-
mained in pofleflion of, and continued to
hold till he became Bifthop of Winchefter,

" was 842l
It is needlefs to obferve, in what a high
degree of favour Wykeham ftood with the
King, after having given fo many {ubftantial
proofs of it. But the teftimony of Froiffart,
a contemporary hiftorian, perfonally ac-
quamted with the affairs of the Englith
Court,
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Court, and at * this very time refiding there,
and employed in the fervice of both the
King and Queen, is too remarkable to be
omitted. ¢« At’ this time, fays he, reigned
« a Prieft called William of Wykeham. -
¢ This William of Wykeham was fo much
“ in favour with the King of England,
<« that every thing was done by him, and
¢ nothing was done without him.” The
King had raifed him to fome of the high-
eft offices in the State, and intended to car-
ry him ftill higher: it was in a manner
neceflary that his ftation in the Church
fhould be proportionable. The King
might eafily have procured him a Bifhop-
rick before this time: but as Bifhopricks
were not abfolutely in his difpofal, nor
tranflations from one Bifhoprick to an-
other become the common fteps of ad-
vancement in the Church, he feems to have
referved Wykeham for the Bifhoprick of
Winchefter, which in point of honour and
revenue would be a proper ftation for his
favourite minifter, and which in the courfe
of nature muft fhortly become vacant.

9 See Froiffart, Vol. 4. Chap. 61. & 110.
* Froiffart, Vol. 1. Chap. 249. Edjt. Paris, 1574.
He calls him W. de Wican.

D3 He
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He probably had it in his power to place
him in the See of Canterbury, which be-
came vacant about half a year before that
of Winchefter : but * Edyngdon was now
declining apace, and Wykeham perhaps
was defirous of being fettled in his native
country; that this, rather than any other,
might be the neareft and moft immediate
objeét of his care and beneficence. In the
mean time the King conferred upon him
as many Ecclefiaftical preferments, of a
lower degree, as he could legally be pof-
feffed of, as marks of royal favour, and
fupports of his ftate and dignity, while this
great expectative was depending.

* See Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol. 1. pag. 317

THE
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S ECTTION IL

From the time of bis Zez'ng made Bifbop of
Winchefter to the laft year of Edward the
Third.

ILLTAM de Edyngdon Bifhop of
Winchefter died * on the eighth of
October, 1366. Upon the King’s * ear-
neft recommendation, Wykeham was im-
mediately and unanimoufly ele¢ted by the
Prior and Convent to fucceed him. The?®

* Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. pag. 317.
_* Ibid. & pag. 47. & Godwin.
3 Dr. Richardfon’s Note on Godwin, from Rot. Pat.
. 4L (it ought to be 40.) Ed. 3. .
D 4 congg
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congé d’elire is dated Otober the 13th.
The King approved the eletion on the
24th of the fame month. The Pope * con-
ftitutes him Adminiftrator of the Spiritu-
alties and Temporalties of the vacant See,
by his Bulle dated December the 11th of
the fame year: and he was * admitted to the
adminiftration of the Spiritualties by the
Archbifhop of Canterbury, February the
22d following. By his ® Bulle of July the
14th, 1367, the Pope gives him leave to be
confecrated, referring in it to the Bulle of
~ Provifion of the fame date, by which he
confers on him the Bifhoprick. He was?
confecrated in St. Paul’s London, on the
1oth of Ottober, 1367, by the Archbifhop

4 See Appendix, N°V. .

5 Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Val. I. p. 317. ‘

6 Regilt. Wykeham, Part I. fol. 4. ¢ Cum nos pri-
¢ dem Wynton. Ecclefim—auétoritate Apoftolica dux-
¢ erimus providendum praficiendo te illi in Epifcopum,
¢ prout in noftris inde confectis literis plenius conti-
*¢ netur.~—~The word pridem relates only to the Pope’s
Provifional Intention: for it appears from the general
Title of Wykeham’s Regifter, that the Bulle of Pro- -
vifion was dated the fame day, July 14th, 1367.7¢ Re-
t¢ giftrum Willelmi de Wykeham cui de Epifcopat.
¢ Wynt. per felicis recordationis Urbanum div. pro..
¢ Papam Vtum per viam refervationis fuit provifum
:‘ {Vllb data Viterbii fecundo Idus Julij Pont. fui anno
“ Vto.” ' ' '

7 Regift. Wykeham. General Title, and Bcginning%

' (O
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of Canterbury, afflifted by the Bifhops of
London and Salifbury. The fame day * .
the Archbifhop celebrated the Feaft of
Confecration with great magnificence at |
his palace of Lambeth. Two days? af-
ter Wykeham received from the King the
grant of the Temporalties of the Bithop-
rick. ‘Thus was it a whole year from the
time of the vacancy, and even from the
time of his election, before he could get
into full pofleffion of his new dignity.

The delay, which this affair met with,
has been taken notice of by many * au-
thors; fome of whom have affigned no
reafon for it; others, chiefly the later
writers, have given a falfe one. Some fay,
that the King was very unwilling to pro-
mote, to fo high a ftation in the Church,
a perfon who was fo very deficient in point
of Learning: this is not at all probable;
Wykeham was recommended by the King,
the eleCtion was made, and was approved

* Steph. Birchington apud Wharton Ang. Sacr. Vol.
L pag. 47. ,

s Rymer. Feed. Vol. VL. pag. §74.

' See Wharton Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. pag. 47, & 317.
Anonym. publifhed by Hearn in Vol. II. of Walt, He-
mingford. . Ant. Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. Part IL
pag. 127 Parker, 'lruﬂ’ell &c.

by
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by him, all within fixteen days after the
‘vacancy happened ; with as much difpatch,
as was poflible in an affair of this nature.
Others pretend, that the Pope made the
fame objection : the contrary to this ap-
pears from the words of the Bulle above-
mentioned, dated December the 11th, 1366,
in which the Pope fpeaks of Wykeham, as =
¢ recommended to him, by the teftimony
¢ of many perfons worthy of credit, for
¢« his knowledge of Letters, his probity of
< life and manners, and his prudence and .
¢ circumfpection in affairs both fpiritual

¢ and temporal.” Which teftimony of his

Learning is the more to be infifted upon,

as it appears, on examining all the Bulles of
this kind that occur in Rymer’s Collection

of public Records through this Century,

that this part of the Bulle, in which the

character of the perfon preferred is given,

for the moft part runs in more general

terms, and has more frequently than other-

wife no mention of Learning at all. The

Pope was fo far from making the objec-

tion, that he feems fully perfuaded, that

there was rcally no room for it: for, we

2 See A ppcndix, Nev,
N may
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may be fure, the Court of Rome had more
addrefs, than to go out of its way, and de-
part from a common form, to compliment
a perfon for the very quality, in which he
was notorioufly deficient.

But the true ftate of the cafe, and the
reafon of this delay on the fide of the Pope,
feems to be this. Since the time of Henry
the third, the Kings and Parliaments of
England had refolutely oppofed the ufur-
pations of the See of Rome, one confidera-
ble article of which among many was the
Pope’s affuming to himfelf the difpofal of
all Church Preferments by way of Provi-
fion and Refervation. The pretence was,
that the Holy Father, out of his great care
for the welfare of the Church in general,
and that of fuch a Diocefe fuppofe in
particular, had provided for it beforehand
a proper and ufeful perfon to prefide over
it, left in cafe of a vacancy it might fuffer
detriment, by being long deftitute of a

- Paftor ; for which reafon, out of the pleni-
tude of his authority, he referved to him-
felf for this turn the difpofal of the faid
Bifhoprick, decreeing from that time for-
ward all interpofition, or attempts to the
gontrary, of all perfons whatfoever, null

- and
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and void. The moft effe€tual method of
putting an end to thefe encroachments on
. the rights of the King, Chapters, and Pa-
trons, feemed to have been taken under
Edward the third, by the Statutes * of
Provifors and Premunire: yet the Pope
ftill continued his pretenfions, and his Pro-
vifions in reality took placc; only the per-
fon fo preferred, was obliged to * renounce
in form all manner of right to the Tem-
poralties, which might be derived to him
from the Bulle of Provifion, and all words
contained in it prejudicial to the rights of
the Crown. This was the occafion of
perpetual difputes between the King and
the Pope, and of the delay in the prefent
cale. Wykeham was probably a perfon
very agrecable to the Pope, who had feve-
ral * times made ufe of his intereft with
the King : and we fee, that at this very time
he made no difficulty of granting to him,

3 Stat. of the 25th, 27th, and 38th years of Ed. 3.

 See Rymer's Feedera, Vol. VI. pag 597. Wilkins.
Concil. Mag. Brit. Vol. 1I. pag. 266. This is the reafon
why the Bulle of Provifion is not entered in Wykeham's
Regifter.

s There are three Recommendatory Letters of Ur-
ban the V. -to Wykcham in Rymer’s Feedera: one in
July, 1363, another in June, 1364, the third in Jan.
1306-7, while this affair was depending,

as
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as to the prefumptive Succeffor, the Ad-
miniftration of the vacant See. ‘The point
in queftion was not, whether Wykeham
fhould have the Bifhoprick of Winchefter
or not ; but by what title, and by whom
it fhould be conferred on him. The Pope’s
right of Provifion was not to be dropt in
the difpofal of fo great a preferment, and
when he had an opportunity by it of mak-
ing a merit with the firft Minifter of the
greateft Prince in Europe. The King de-
fended the right of Election: the Pope
pretended, that Election in this cafe gave
no right to the Bifhoprick, and would have
it acknowledged as a favour from himfelf.
The King had fo great.a regard for Wyke-
ham, that he condefcended at laft to form
an intereft with the Pope, to induce him
to recede a little from his pretenfions. He
* wrote to the Duke of Bourbon, one of
his hoftages for the King of France, to
whom he had granted leave of abfence?”
about a year before, and had lately pro-
longed it at the Pope’s requeft, defiring him
to prevail with the Pope to confirm Wyke-
ham’s Election. The Duke went to Avig-

¢ Froiffart, Vol. I. Chap. 249. .
7 Rymer's Feedera, Vol. VI. pag 48°, and gro.

non,
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non, where the Pope then refided, and fol—
licited the affair in perfon. He was glad
of this opportunity of laying the King and
his Minifter under an obligation to him.
And ’tis probable, that in confideration of
this fervice the King the more readily grant-
ed him his liberty the year following, on
his paying * 40000 Crowns for his ranfom.
- 'The Pope was as well pleafed to receive a
petition from the King of England; ’twas
the very thing he propofed to himfelf by
all this delay.- He fo far complied with
it, as to end the difpute without determin-
ing the merits of the caufe: according to
the general maxim of the Court of Rome,
never to give up its pretenfions in any cafe
whatfoever ; but rather to yield to the de-
fire of an opponent too powerful to be re-
- fifted, as out of mere grace and favour,
without admitting his claim. -However,
in the prefent cafe it feems to have been
agreed, that each party fhould in fome mea-
fure allow the pretenfions of the other.
Accordingly, the Pope’s Bulle of July the

® Rymer’s Feedera, Vol. VI. pag. 585. Not 12000,.
as Rapin fays ; nor 20000 Francs, as Fraiffart. He paid -
10000 Crowns, Jan. 28th, 1367-8, and engaged to pay
300eomore at three equal payments within the year.

14th,
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14th, 1367, before mentioned, in which
he refers to the Bulle of Provifion, is ne-
verthelefs direted to William Bifhop E-
le€t of Winchefter; and on the other hand,
the King in his Letters Patent of the 12th
of OcteBer, 1367, by which he grants him
the Temporalties of the Bifhoprick, ac-
knowledges him Bifhop of Winchefter by
the- Pope’s Provifion, without mentioning
his Election. ° He was Inthroned in the
: : , Ca-

9 Rediftr. Wykeham, pt. 3d. a.fol. 1.

The right of Inthroning all the Suffragan Bifhops
of the Province is by ancient cuftom the peculiar privi-
lege of the Archdeacon of Canterbury. It may not
perhaps be difpleafing to the reader to be informed of
fome parts of the Ceremony formerly ufed, with the
particulars of the Archdeacon’s Fees, upon this occa-
fion. * The Bifhop was received by the Archdeacon
at his Entrance into the City, where he alighted from
his Palfrey; and the Archdeacon immediately had the -
Palfrey, with the Saddle and all the Furnitare; and
farther, if the Bifhop’s Groom would deliver to him the
cover of the faddle, ‘the girt, and headftall, the Arch-
deacon was to reward him with the gift of two fhil-
lings, or more, as in his bounty he fhould think pro-
~per.  The Bifhop undreffed himfelf in fome church

or houfe near to the Cathedral; upon which the Arch-
deacon’s fervant feized his Riding-coat, Gloves, Hat,
and Boots, for his mafter. From thence the Archdeacon
conduted him to the Cathedral Church robed in his pon-
tificals, and placed him in his throne. He had an allowance
of hay and provender for fifteen horfes, as long as he con-

° ® Harpsfield, Hi®t, Eccl. Ang. Szculum XIII. cap. 10, Somner’s
Antiquities of Canterbury, -Pt, 2d. p. 143 .
4 tinned
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Cathedral Church of Winchefter by Wil
liam de Afkeby, Archdeacon of Northamp-
ton, by Commiffion from the Cardinal
Archdeacon of Canterbury’s Procurator
General, on the gth of July, 1368 ; who
acknowledges him to be Bithop of Win-
chefter by Eleftion, Confirmation, and
Confecration, without any mention at all
of the Pope’s Provifion.

As foon as the difpute between the King
and the Pope, which was in effe¢t no

tinued in attendance upon this office, meat and drink
for three days, and every night four gallons of wine at
his fupper ; two great torches of wax during his whole
ftay ; and every night two lefler torches, and two do-
zen of wax candles. On the day of Inthronization,
the Bifhop’s table being at the upper énd of the hall,
a table on the right fide of the hall was furnithed for
the Archdeacon and the company whom he fhould
pleafe to invite: the Bifhop drank to him out of a Cap
of filver or filver gilt; and the Cup belonged to the
Archdeacon. He had befides ten marks fterling in
money for the expences of his Journey. The Bithop’s
Bed alfo ufed anciently to be demanded and allowed,
as the fee of the Archdeacon’s Chamberlain: but this
feems very early to have grown out of ufe. And the
reft of thefe cuftoms began by degrees to be laid afide
and to become obfolete, when the Bifhops began to be
inthroned by proxy, and the Archdeacons left off af-
fifting at the celebration of this folemnity in perfon,
~and at laft eftablifhed the praétice of peerrming their
office by deputation ; fo that, I fuppofe, the pecuniary -
part of the Fee, or fome cquivalent for the whole in
that fhape, is all that at prefent remains to them.

. other



WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 49
other than a contention which of them
fhould be the author of Wykeham’s pro-
motion, was accommodated ; being now
qualified, by hisadvancement in the Church;
to receive the higheft dignity in the State;
he was conftituted Chancellor of England.
He was even poflefled of this great office
while he was only Bifhop Elect; for he
was * confirmed in it on the 17th of Sep-
tember, 1367. We need not be furprifed
to find, that the Parliament of the next
year was * opened by Langham, Arch-
bithop of Canterbury,; though Wykeham
was then Chancellor: for the * part of
addrefling the Parliament by the King’s
command, or of Speaker of the Houfe of
Lords, was not yet by cuftom appropriated
to the office of Chancellor: ‘

' Dugdale’s Chronica Series of Chancellors, &c.
from Chart. 41. Ed. IIL that is, 1367. He refersit to
the year 1368, by a miftake which runs through the
whole reign of Ed. III. in' his Series. All other Au-
thors, who mention Wykeham’s promotion, fpeak of .
him as being made Chancellor and Bithop of Winchef-..
ter both about the fame time. Philipot’s Catalogue of .
Chancellors, p. 42. Spelman’s Gloflary in V. Can.
cellarius. - Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol.L. p. 47 and 381. .
Froiffart, Vol. 1. chap, 249.

* Rot. Parl, 42. Ed. IIL.

3 See Cotton’s Abridg. of Parl. Rolls. .

E Cons -
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- Confidering the infinite multiplicity of
- affairs, which Wykeham had tranfattect
for the King, in the feveral employments
with which he had been entrufted, it was
impofiible for the moft upright or pru-
dent man to have acted in every particu-
lar with fo much exatnefs and caution,,
as to guard againft the envy and malice of
thofe enemies, which high ftation in a court
is fure to create. As therefore he had now
quitted fome of thofe ,employments, no
more to be engaged in them, and was to
act from henceforth in a new fphere, he
thought it proper to. fecure himfelf with
regard to the paft, by obtaining a full ac-
quitance and difcharge from the King. This
“the King granted him in the fulleft and am-

- pleft manner, by his * letters patent, dated

May the 22d, 1368.

A Par-

# ¢ Rex omnibus, &c. Sciatis quod nos confide~
¢ rantes grata & utilia obfequia nobis per Venerabilem
¢ Patrem W. de Wykeham Epifc. Wint. a diu impens
“ fa, & magnum locum quem nobis in noftris agen-
¢’dis diverfimode tenuit & indies temet, graves &
¢ fumptuofos labores fubeundo, ac volentes peoinde
¢ ipfius tranquillitati & quieti prout convenit provide-
“ re, de gratia noftra fpecialt & certa fcientia pardona-
¢ vimus eidem Epifc. omnimoda debita apprefta & com-
* pota ex quibus nobis caufa quorumcunque denario-

. ¢ pumy’”
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A Parliament was fummoned to be held
at Weftminfter, May 27th, 1369. The
King, Lords; and Commons being aflem-
bled in the Painted Chamber, the Bifhop
of Winchefter, Lord Chancellor, declared
the caufe of their meeting in the following
manner °*. '

« Sirs, the King, in all occafions of
** importance which concerned himfelf or
* his kingdom, hath always acted by the
« counfell and advice of his Lords and
¢« Commons, which he hath ever found to
*be good and loyal, and for which he
« moft heartily thanketh them. It is very
« well known to you all, that our Lord
« the King fome time ago, with regard to
« the claim. and right which he hath in
« the Kingdom of France, by the advice .
« of his Lords and Commons; concluded
«a peace with his adverfary of France
t upon certain conditions : namely, That
« his faid adverfary fhould furrender to

¢« rum,” &¢.——He gives him full acquittance of all de»
mands of money, jewels, &c. received or delivered
before he was bifhop, and fince ; releafes him, his heirs,
and executors, from all altions real, perfonal, and
mixt, &c. in the fulleft terms. Rot. Pat, 42. Ed.IIL.
p. 1. m. 5. MS, Rymer, Vol. XI. N° 40.

s Ret. Parl, 43. Ed. LIL,

E 2 “ him
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¢ him certain lands and countries beyond
« the feas, and fhould alfo pay to him
« certain fums of money, within a time
¢ limited by the treaty; and likewife, that
«in confideration of his renouncing all
« jurifdiction and fovereignty in Gafcony,
« and all other countries belonging to the
« King beyond the feas, our Lord the
“ K.mg, on his part, would at the fame
« time renounce the title of King of
« France. But his faid adverfary not on-
<« ly wholly failed to furrender the lands
« and countries agreed upon by the Trea-
« ty, and made no payment of the mo-
« ney, but has alfo accepted of the appeals
« of the Count D’Armynac, the Lord De
¢ la Bret, and othexs, who are lieges ofA
« our Lord the King in Gafcony; and in
< confequence of thefe appeals, hath fum-
<« moned the Prince of Gafcony to appear
« before him at Paris, on the firft day of
« May now paft, to anfwer to their ap-
«¢ peals, contrary to the terms of the Trea-
« ty. And moreover, he hath fent a great
« number of armed men, who ° wage war"
«in Gafcony, and have taken there by

¢ Qui chimachent de guerre,
¢ force,
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«- force, and ftill keep pofieflion of, towns,
<« caftles, fortrefles, and other places, have
« feized the king’s fubjelts, killed fome,
¢« and imprifoned others, or fet upon them
« grievous ranfoms: and farther, hath
« now lately fent a great number of men
« into the demefne lands of the King in
« Ponthieu, who have feized his towns,
« caftles, and fortreffes, by force of arms.
¢« On thefe attempts of the King of France
«¢ upon the faid Principality, contrary to
<« the form of the Treaty, the Prince fent
« fpecial meflengers fully to inform the
¢ King of them ; who alfo acquainted him,
¢ that the Prince upon this occafion, had
« fummoned the wifeft men of the Prin-
s« cipality, and confulted with them, whe-
<¢ ther upon advice of thefe open infrac-
#¢ tions of the Peace, the King might not
« by right and reafon refume and ufe the
« Title of King of France ; who anfwered,
s« that he nvight do it by Right, and good
¢« Faith, Upon this point the Archbifhop
¢« of Canterbury and the other Prelates
« are charged by the King to confult to-
s¢ gether, and to declare to him their ad-
s¢ vice and counfell. The King alfo will-
€ cth, as the cuftom hath beeh at thefe

E3 ¢ times,

o
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¢« times, that all thofe who think them-
« felves aggrieved, fhould prefent their pe-
« titions; who fhall be anfwered : and for
¢ this purpofe he hath affigned certain
<« Clerks to receive them, and eertain Lords
« and others to anfwer them.”

I need only mention, that the King by
the advice of his Parliament refumed the
ftyle of King of France; the war was
renewed on both fides, and carried on very
much to the advantage of the French,
Charles the Vth had taken his meafures fo
well, and concealed his preparations with
fo much artifice and diflimulation, that
the Englith were furprifed unprovided for
the war. The Prince of Wales was dif=
abled, by the fatal difeafe which he brought
. with him out of Spain, from attending ta
the war with his ufual fpirit and activity :
his health daily declined apace, and with
it the Englifh affairs in France.

In two years time the French had made
fuch a progrefs, that they began to think
. of transferring the war intg England, and .
were making vaft preparations for an in-
vafion. Upon this the King fummoned
a Parliament to meet Feb. 24, 1370-1,

which
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which the Lord Chancellor opened with
the following Speech 7. |

¢« Sirs, You know very well, that in
« the laft Parliament, the King, with your
“ approbation, refumed the title of King
« of France, becaufe his adverfary had in-
« fringed the peace before concluded be-
‘ tween them, and ufurped the fovereignty,
¢ which by the terms of the peace ought
« always to have belonged to the King.
“ On this occafion and others the King
¢ hath incurred great expences; having
¢« fent fome of his Lords and others with
“ a great number of forces, in order to
“ recover and maintain his right. And
“ now he hath received certain intelligence
“ by his friends and. allies, that his faid
« Adverfary is making himfelf ftronger
“ than ever he was before, and hath le-
“ vied fuch a number of forces, as feemeth
“ to him fufficient, this year, to difpoflefs
“ the King of all the lands and countries
« which he hath beyond the feas; as well
« in Gafcony, as at Calais, Guienne, Pon-
« thieu, and his other caftles and places
% there. He hath moreover gotten ready fo

? Rat. Parl. 45. Ed. IIL,
E 4 * many



6 THE LIFE OF .

¢ many.galleys and other fhips of war, a$
« feem to him fufficient to de(’croy the
« whole Navy of England: and * ufeth alfo
« his utmoft efforts to fend a vaft force of
<« armed men into this country, to deﬁroy
¢« it, and fubject it to his own power,
¢ Therefore the King requireth and charg-
.« eth his Lords and Commons here af=
« fembled, to confult upon thefe points,
« and to give him their advice, how his
« I&mgdom may be well guarded, and the
¢« Navy defended and maintained againft
« the malice of his enemies; as alfo, for
« the fafe-guard of the King’s countries
«* beyond the feas, and for the maintenance
¢« of the war in thofe parts, and the re-
¢ dultion of them. The King likewife
o commandcth thofe, who would prefent
< their petitions, to deliver them to the
« Clerks affigned for this purpofe, and
« they fhall be gracioufly anfwered.”

I have inferted thefe fpeeches juft as they
ftand recorded in the Parliament Rolls.
They appear there to a great difadvantage:
tho’ delivered in Englifh, they are recorded
in French ; a language at that time more

* Et auxi fe afforce & bie d’envoier.

. b%r_
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barbarous and unfit for the purpofe, even
than our own. They are fhortened and
given in fubftance only; the connexionand .
turn of the fentences is altered, and, in
the firft of them particularly, the form
of the whole is partly dire€t and - partly
oblique; an inconfiftency, which it was
neceffary to correét by one or two fmall
deviations from the original. = Yet from
thefe Speeches we may obfcrve, that
Wykeham fpoke upon thefe occafions
more like a Statefman, than moft of the
Chancellors of thofe times, efpecially the
Ecclefiaftics. It ° was almoft their con-
ftant ‘practice to lay down fome Text of -
Scripture by way of Thefis for their dif-
courfe, and to fpend much time in divid-'
ing, and fubdividing, and making very
injudicious applications of it to the
occafion. Not fatisfied with this, they
frequently go out of their way to in-
troduce fill more quotations of Scrlp-
ture, and continue their difcourfe as im-
pertinently as they began it. Wykeham
had more judgment than to give into fo
abfurd a pradtice : he always fpeaks di-

® See Cotton's Abridg. of the Parliament Rolls,

reétly
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rectly to the point in queftion, and giveS
a plain and diftinét account of the prefent
ftate of public affairs.
- In this Parliament the Lords and Com-
mons reprefented to the King,* that the
Government of the Realm had been for
a long time in the hands of men of the
* Church, by which many mifchiefs had in
times paft happened, and more might hap-~
pen in times to come, to the difherifon of
the Crown, and great prejudice of the
Kingdom : they petitioned therefore, that
. Secular men only might be principal Of-
ficers of the King’s courts and houfehold,
and none of the Clergy: faving unto the
King his prerogative of choofing and re-
moving Officers, provided they be of the
Laity. The King’s anfwer to this petition
was only, That he would do therein by
advice of his Council. Though he declined
nting their requeft, fo as to make a Law
.11 confequence of it for the future; yet
he foon refolved to comply with their de-
fire for the prefent,  Accordingly we find,
‘that * on the 14th day of March the Bi-
Shop of Winchcfter delivered the Great

¢ Ret. Parl. 45. Ed. IIL,
* Rymcr Feed. Vol. 6th, pag. 683. ’
‘ 7 Seal
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' Seal to the King, which the King two days
after gave to Sir Robert de Thorp. The
Bithop was prefent at the ceremony of con-

- flituting the new Chancellor, and after~
wards at that of his firft opening the Great
Seal in Weftminfter Hall. From which
crcumftances, as well as from the ftate of
the cafe itfelf, we may conclude, that he
was neither difmiffed with any marks of
the King's difpleafure, nor was himfelf dif~
fatisfied with his removal. To the fame
purpofe it may be obferved, that the * two
Great and two Privy Seals, one of each
of which was made the year before on the
King’s refuming the title and arms of
France, remained by Commiffion from the
King in his Cuftody till the 28th of the
fame month, when he delivered them te
the King : and that * foon after he received
the King's writ of Summons to attend the
Great Council, which was held at Win-
chefter, to confider of a proper method of
levying the 59,000 /, granted by Parlia-

3 Rymer. Feed. One of each was infcribed Rex Frans
ciz & Angliz, & Dominus Hiberniz : the other Rex
Angliz, & Dominus Hibernie & Aquitanice.

* Regiftr, Wykeham. pt. 4. fol. 4. dated April 27.

an. reg. 45.
fentd
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ment. To * this Great Council only three
~other Bifhops, four Abbots, and thirteen.
-temporal Lords, were fummoned, with
¢ whom were joined fome of the Com-
“mons named by the King. Neither have
we any reafon to imagine, that the Bifhop
"of Winchefter in particular was in any
degree of disfavour with the Commons,
‘or was at all funk in their efteem and
‘confidence. We find 7, that in the year
1373 the Commons name him with feven
‘other Lords, whom they petition to have
appointed as a Committee to confer with
‘them on the fupplies to be granted to the
‘King. It has been faid, * that the removal
‘of the Clergy from the offices of ftate was
owing to theinfluence of the duke of Lan-
cafter, who was not their friend. Iknow
not on what foundation this is faid with

s Dugdale. Summonit. ad Parl Some of our anciens
_Hiftorians have miftaken this Great Council for a Par-
liament :* 'T. Walfingham. Anonymus publithed by
Hearn in vol. 2d of Walter Hemingford. They have
been followed in this miftake by Nath. Bacon. Hift. &
Polit. difcourfe, &c. pt. 2d. pag. 35. edit. 1779. and
Lord Bolingbroke, in Oldcaftle’s Remarks on Englith
Hiftory, ' )

¢ Brady’s Hiftory of England, Vel. 2.

7 Rot. Parl. 47. Ed. IIL. a

¥ Packer. Antiq. Britan.  Collier. Eccl. Hift.

A © regard,
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regard to the Duke’s inclination towards
the Clergy in general at this time: as to
the Bithop of Winchefter in particular, he
feems on the contrary to have continued
hitherto very much in the Duke’s good
graces, who both before, and not long af-
ter this, honoured him with fingular marks
of his friendfhip and confidence. The
Duke, ? before his fetting out on his ex-
peditions to France in the years 1369 and
1373, obiained of the King a grant to cer-
tain Truftees named by him, of the cufto-
dy and intire adminiftration of all the re-
venues of "his caftles, manors, and eftates,
for one year after his own deceafe, in order
to the payment of his debts, and for other
ufes, as he fhould dire¢t. He appointed
the Bifhop of Winchefter one of his Truf-
tees for both thefe grants. In the begin-
ning of the year 1375, he likewife contti-
tuted him his attorney, together with the
Earl of Arundel, to appear and a& for him
in any of the Courts of England, during
his abfence at the Congrefs of Bruges.

The truth of the matter feems to be,
that the Laity in general looked with an

* Rymer, Feedera, Vol. 7th. p, 8. & 635 .
, evil
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evil eye upon the Clergy, who had of late
filled for the moft part the great pofts of
honour and profit in the ftate ; which, as
it was obvious to remark, neither lay with-
in their province, nor were fuitable to their
funttion and charater. The prattice,
however improper in itfelf and liable to
objection, yet feems to have taken its rife
from the neceflity of the times: the men
of abilities had for a long time been chief-
1y employed abroad in the wars; this was
the moft open road to riches and honours,
and every one was pufhing forward in it.
Befides, it was not at any time eafy to find
among the Laity perfons properly qualified,
in point of knowledge and letters, to fill with
fufficiency fome of the higheft offices. We
fee the King was now obliged to have res
courfe to the Lawyers: they gave as little
fatisfaction as the Churchmen had done;
and in a few years it was found neceffary
to difcharge them, and to call in the
- Churchmen again.
The French invafion which had given
fuch an alarm in England, that * even the
- whole body of the Clergy from the age of

* Regiftr. Wykcham. pt. ‘4th. fol. 5. Wilkinss
Congil. Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 91.
fixteen
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fixteen to fixty were ordered to be arrayed,
muftered, and in arms, came at laft to
nothing. In the year 1374 the Duke of
Lancafter concluded a truce with the French,
in which by their intrigues they gained
_ ftilt more, than they had daone in the war.
- The truce was next year renewed; and by
this time the Englith were in a manner
driven out of France,

Pope Gregory the Eleventh had inters
pofed with his mediation, and had pre-
vailed with the Kings of England and
France to fend their Ambaffadours to Bru«
ges to treat of a Peace. On this occafion
the Pope * wrote to the Bifhop of Win-
chefter, as to a perfon who had the great-
eft influence with the King, exhorting and
conjuring him to ufe his utmoft endeavours
to incline him to-an accommodation. His
Holinefs did not omit, in the conclufion of
his Letter, to befeech him as earneftly, to
forward by all poffible means the payment
of the Subfidy, which en various pretences
he had impofed on the Clergy of England;
and which * was now moderated to the Sum

* See Appendix, N° VI,
3 Regiftr. Wykeham, pt. 3d. & fol. 133.

of



66 THE LIFE OF, &c.

of 60,000 Florins, in a conference betweeri
the agents of both parties at the Congrefs
of Bruges; on condition however, that
40,000 Florins more fhould be paid, to
make up the Sum at firft demanded, in cafe
that the Treaty fhould happily terminate .
in a Peace between the two Kingdoms:

THE
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SECTTION I
Ecclefiaflical affatrs during the fame time.

HOUGH Wpykeham was fo deeply

engaged in affairs of State, and fo
much taken up in his perfonal attendance
upen the King, yet he was not in the
lean time wanting to his Epifcopal Func-
tion, or remifs in the care of his Diocefe.
While * he was Adminiftrator of the See,
he atted only by his Commiffary General,
John de Wormenhale.  When he was in
fill poffeflion of the Bifhoprick, one of
the firft things that required his atten-

* Regifter. Wykeham, part 1. )
F tion
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tion was the care of the Epifcopal Houfes
and Buildings of all forts, which his Pre-
deceffor * had left very much out of repair
in general, and many of them in a ruinous
condition. The Buildings belonging to
the Bifhops of Winchefter were at this
time very large and numerous: befides &
great many granges, parks, warrens, and
the like, they had ten *or twelve different
Caftles, Manor-houfes, or Palaces of Re~
fidence, properly accommodated for the
reception of themfelves and their retinue,
to all which in their turns they ufually
reforted, hvmg according to the cuftom
of thofe times chiefly upon the produce of
their own eftates. So great a demand,

as the Bifhop had upon his Predeceflor’s
Executors for dilapidatiens, could not very
foon, or very eafily, be brought to an ac-

2 ¢« Di&i Executores dmenmt fibi conftare, quod
« aedxﬁaa, turres, muri, & claufur#, in caftris & mane-
¢ riis di&i Epifcopatus tempore mortis ejufdem nuper .
« Epifc. diverfrmode fuerant ruinofa, & maxima de- ~
« bilitate depreffa, & quamplurima eorum omnino
¢ ad terram diruta & proftrata, quod de neceffitate
¢ reparatione maxima md1gucrmt ”—  Regift. Wyke-
ham. part 3. a. fol. 64.

3 Wolvefey, South Waitham, Merwell, Sutton,
High-Clere, Farnham, there, Wargrave, Southwerk,
Tauvaton, &c.

commo-
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commodation: however the account was
at laft fettled between them without pro-
ceeding on either fide to any action at Law.
In * the firft place they delivered to him
the ftanding ftock of the Bifhoprick due to
him by right and cuftom®: namely, 127
Draught-Horfes, 1556 head of black Cat-
tle, 3876 Weathers, 4777 Ews, 3521
Lambs : and afterwards for dilapidations,
in-cattle, corn, and other goods, to the
value of 1662/, 105 fterling. The Bifhop
made a farther demand of 700 Marks, as
ftill due to him and allowed upon account ;
which Edyngdon’s executors acknowledged,
and promifed to pay. This matter was
finally fettled Feb. 6th .1371-2.

The Bifhop immediately fet about this

4 Regift. Wykeham. part 3. 4. fol. 63.

s ¢« Petrus de Roches [five de Rupibus] legavit Ec-
“ clefie Wynton. & Epifcopis fuccefforibus fuis, qui
¢ pro tempore erunt, in-ftaurum vivum, quod fequi-
“ tur; ita quod quilibet Epifcopus Wynton. Succef-
“ fori fuo et Ecclefie Wynt. in deceflu fuo tantum in
‘¢ ftaurum fub pena anathematis relinquet neceffario :
5 videlicet, '

¢ De bobus MDLVI.

¢ De affris CXXVII.

“ De multon, MMMDCCCLXXVI multon.

¢ De ovibus matricibus MMMMDCCLXXVIL

¢ De agnis MMMDXXI.”

MS. penes Dom. Epifc. Wint, fol. go.

F 2 great
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great work of repairing all the Epifcopal
Buildings in fuch a manner, as might have
been expefted from one of his generous
fpirit, and of his fkill and experience in
© Architeéture. ‘To ® fupply himfelf with
the beft ftone in fufficient quantity, he pur-
chafed the ufe of the ftone-quarries of

" Quarrer Abby in the Ifle of Wight, which
were formerly much in repute, tho’ now
for many ages difufed and neglected. The
Abbot engaged to affift him, as general di-
reCtor and furveyor of thefe preparations:
and the Bifhop wrote circular letters to all
the Ecclefiaftics of the Ifland, both Regu-
lar and Secular, to defire them to fend in
as many workmen, carriages, and other

- neceffaries for the work, as they could fup-
ply him with, at the demand, and accord-
ing to the directions of the Abbot; all to
be defrayed at his own expence. In7 thefe
repairs of the Epifcopal houfes, together
with feveral new buildings, raifed by him
upon the eftates of the Bithoprick, he ex-
pended in the whole above 20,000 Marks. .
In ® the Year 1373 the Bithop held a Vi-

¢ Ibid. part 3.\a.‘fol. 47,
7 MS. Coll. Wint.
¥ Regift. Wykeham, part 3. a. fol. 9o, &c.
fitation
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fitation of his whole Diocefe ; not only of
the fecular Clergy through the feveral Dean-
ries, but alfo of the Monafteries, and Re-
ligious houfes of all forts, all  which he

\ ~ vifited

®» ¢ Nuper dum Civilatem & Diocefl. noftram Wynt.
“ clerum & populum ejufdem, cepimus perfonaliter &
“ aftualiter vifitare,” Ibid. fol. 99. The City of
‘Winchefter, tho’ much diminithed in its greatnefs and
fplendor fince the time avhen it was the Metropolis of
the Saxon Monarchy, and ftill continuing to decline,
was neverthelefs, at this time, a large and populous
place. 1 fhall here give a fhort view of its Ecclefiafti-
<l ftate ; from which alfo fome judgement may be
formed of its condition in other refpeéts.

The Monafteries and other Religious Houfes in the
City and Suburbs of Winchefter.

The Old Minfter, or Cathedral Church of St. Swy-
thun, a Prior and Convent of XLVI Monks, Benedic-
tines.

The New: Mmﬁer, or Abby of Hide, Beneditines.

The Nunnaminfter, ‘or Abby of St. Mary ; an Ab-
befs, and XXI Nuns (at the Diffolution :) Benedictines.
A little within the Eaﬁ Gate, on the left hand as you
enter it.

The Hofpital of the Almomy of the Church of St.
Swythun ; Sifters maintained by the Monaftery : com-
monly called the ®ultern &ppral. Adjoining to the
prefent College on the Weft

The College of St. Elizabeth ; a Provoft, VI Chap-
faios Priefts, VI Clerks and VI Chonﬂers Near the
prefent College on the South-Eaft.

The Chapel of Holy Trinity ; a Warden and feveral
Priefts.  On the North fide of the Church-yard of the
Abby of St. Mary.

F3 A Con-
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vifited in perfon. ‘The ' next year he fent
his Commiflioners with powers to corre&t

and
* Regift. Wykebam, part 3. a. fol. 112.

A Convent of each of the IV Orders of Mendicant
Friars. The Auguftin Friars, juft without South-Gate,
on the left in the road to Southampton. The Grey
Friars, or Minors, on the right juft within'Eaft-Gate.
The Dominicans, or Preaching Friars, on the North,
within the City :

The Prior and Brethren of St. Peter in the Church
of St. Maurice.

The Church of St. Mary Kalendar.

Tanner Notit. Monaft. and fee Appen. N° XVII.

The Parochial Churches and Chapels in the City and
Suburbs of Winchefter in the time of Adam de Orleton
Bp. of Wint, i. e. A. D. 1333——1345. From MS.
Coll. Wint.

Ecclefiz Taxate,

Ecclefia Sti. Johannis de Ecclefiz Sti. Bartholomei

Monte. - in atrio de Hyda.
Sti. Petri de Chu- Sti. Stephani jux«
- fhull. - ta Wolvefey.
———— Sti. Jacobi. Sti.LaurentiiWyn«
Stee. Fidis. ton.
= Stz. Anaftafie. Sti. Mauritii.
Btz Marie de Val-  Capella Stz. Gertrudis.

libus, cum Capella.

Ecclefiz non Taxate.

Capella Stz. Trinitatis: FEcclefia Sti. Johannis de

(fub Cuftode; above- Hofpitali. :
mentioned among the - Btz Mariz in Tan-
Religious Houfes. ) pereftret.

Ecclefia de Colebrokftret,

Sti, Pancratii.
Ecclefia
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and reform the feveral irregularities and
abufes, which he had difcovered in the
courfe of his Vifitation.

Some years afterward, the Bithop, hav-
ing vifited three feveral times all the Re-
ligious Houfes . throughout™ his Diacefe,
and being well informed of the ftate and
condition of each, and of the particular
abufes which required corretion and re-
formation, befide the orders which he had
already given, and the remedies which he
had occafionally apphed by his commif-
fioners, now iffued his injunctions to each

Ecclefia Sti. Johannis de Ecclefia Sti. Alphegi.

Edera. Sti. Petroci
Sti. Martini in vico Sti. Michaelis ia
carnificum. - Judaifmo. -
Sti. Michaelis ex- Sti. Salvatoris.
tra Kyngate. Btz Mariz extra

Btz. Marie de  portam Borealem.

Walda. Stz Margaretz,
~——— Sti. Ruwoldi (vel Sti. Petri de Al-
Rembaldi.) bopane. '
Btz. Mariz de Ka- Sti. Andrea:
lender. ‘ Sti. Nicholai de
Sti. Laurentii. Goldftret,
Sti. Lanrentii de — Ompivm  San&o-
Parchemeneftret. rum in Goldftret.
——— Sti. Petri de Mar- Bte-Marie in- A-
cell. (f de Macello.) trio Sti. Swythuni,

—— Sti. Clementis.

F~4.' 'of
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of them. They were accommodated to
_their feveral exigencies, and intended to
correct the abufes introduced, and to recall
them all to a ftrict obfervation of the
Rules of their refpective Orders. Many of
thefe injunctions * are fhll extant, and
are evident monuments of the care and
attention, with which he difcharged this
part of his Epifcopal duty.

But the zeal and diligence, with which
the Bithop purfued the wholefome work of
difcipline, and the reformation of abufes,
will be beft exemplified by an account of
his proceedings in the Vifitation of the
Hofpital of St. Crofs; of which we are
able to give a. more particular detail, as
~ he met with fome difficulties and obftruc-
tions in them, and was, upon that occa-
fion,. engaged in a long and troublefome
difpute. . It will be neceffary to premife an
account of the foundation and conftitu-
tion of this ample and remarkable charity;
‘which, if it is more particular than is
elfewhere to be met with, will not, per-
‘haps, be the lefs agreeable to the curious
reader,

* MS Call. Nov, They bear date 1386-7. v
, The
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~ The * Hofpital of -St. Crofs, at Sparke-
ford, near Winchefter, was founded by
Henry de Blois, Bifthop of Winchel-
ter, and brother to King Stephen, in the
year * 1132, for the health of his own
Soul, and the Souls of his Predeceffors,
and of the Kings of England. The Foun-
der’s inftitution requires, That Thirteen poor
-men, fo decayed and paft their ftrength,
that without charitable affiftance they can-
not maintain themfelves, fhall abide con-
tinually in the Hofpital, who fhall be pro-
vided with proper cloathing, and beds fuit-
“able to their infirmities ; and fhall have an
allowance daily of good wheat bread, good
‘beer, three mefles each for dinner, and one
for fupper. If any one of thefe fhall hap-
pen to recover his health and ftrength, he
fhall be refpectfully difcharged, and ano-
ther adnetted in his place. That befides
thefe Thirteen Poor, an Hundred other
Poor, 'of modeft behaviour, and the moft
indigent that can be found, fhall be receiv-
ed daily at dinner time; and fhall have each
a loaf of coarfer bread, one mefs, and a

2 The account of St. Crofs is collefted from Regift.
Wykeham, and MS. Coll. Nov.
3 MS. penes Dom. Epifcopum Wint. fol. 22.
proper
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proper allowance of” beer, with leave to
carry away with them whatever remains of
their meat and drink after dinner. The
Founder alfo ordered other charities to be
diftributed to the poor in general, as the
revenues of the Hofpital thould be able to
bear, the whole of which was to be applied
. to fuch ufes,

The Endowment of the Hofpital con-
fifted chiefly in a Donation of feveral confi-
derable Rectories * for the moft part belong-
ing to the Diocefe of Winchefter, and of the

+ The Churches of Ferrecham, [with the Manor of
Asfhton,] Nutteflellynge, Mellebrock, Twyford, Hen-
ton, Alwareftock, Exton, Huffeborne, Wytcherche,
Chilbalton, Wodehay, Awelton, [or Aulton in Canyng-
merfh, Com. Wilts.] Wyateney, [or Wyteney, Com.
Oxon.] Sto&ton, [Com. Wilts.] Ovynton, with their
appertenancies and dependencies; and the tythes of
the Lordfhip of Waltham; and other rents affigned in
the City of Winchefter. Thefe by the Charter of
Foundation. To thefe were added by the Founder
the Churches of Waltham, Upham, and Baghurft ; and,
by the fame or fome other benefaltor, that of Farle.
¢ Licet in ifta carta {Fundationis] contineantur di-
¢¢ verfe donationes ecclefiarum fact. domui St¢ Crucis
¢ preditte, nichilominus di€ta domus nullas earum
¢ habet fibi appropriatas preter ecclefias de Hufborne,
¢ Whitcherche, Fareham, & Twyford, cum capellis;
¢¢ f{ed habet ex eis certas penfiones, ut fuperius ditum
¢ eft. De ecclefia vero de Wytteneye nichil omnino
¢ percipit.” 'MS. penes Dom. Epifc. Wint. fol. 2.

Bifhop’s
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Bifhop’s Patronage: the greateft part of
which, tho’ granted to the Hofpital by
the terms of the Charter of Foundation,
were, from the firft, only made f{ubjet to
the payment of certain annual Penfions to
it ; the reft were appropriated to the Hof-

pital. The Revenues of the Hofpital ap-
pear, by an old record of Inquifition, pro-
duced in Wykeham’s time by the Prior of
Winchefter, from the Archives of his Mo-
naftery, without date, to have amounted
to about 2501 per annum: they are faid
by Wykeham in his letters to the Pope, to
be.above 300 . per annum; and are proved
by the teftimony of one who had been long
Steward of the Hofpital, and many others,

to have been, at that time, above 4ool. per -
annum. . The whole Revenues of the Hof~
pital were free from all Taxes both to the
King and Pope, as being wholly appropri-
ated to the Poor; except 71. 4. 6d. (called
elfewhere 81.) per annum, which was
the valuation of the Prior’s, or Mafter’s;

Portion. ' |
The particular allowances to the Poor,
with their valuations according to theabove-
mentioned Record of Inquifition, were as
follows : Each of the Thirteen fecular Bre-
thren
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thren had daily one loaf of good wheat
bread, of five marks weight; (or 3 pounds
4 ounces;) one gallon dnd half of good
Amall Beer; a fufficient quantity of Pot-
tage; three mefles at Dmner, namely, one
mefs called * FRorerell, made of milk and
Waitelbred, one mefs of fleth or fith, and
one pitance as the day fhould require ; and
one mefs for Supper; The whole valued
at 17d.q. a week; in Wykeham's time
at 3d. a day. On fix Holidays in the
year they had white bread and ale in the
fame quantities; and one of their mefles
was roaft-meat, or fith of a better fort;
and on 'the Eves of thofe Holidays, and
that of the Founder’s Obit, they had
an extraordinary allowance of four gallons
of Ale among them. The hundred Poor
were fed in a place called Pundred:
mennefBall: each of them had a loaf of

5 TheGloffaries give us novery fatisfattory account of
thefe words: the megning of the firft is better deter-
mined by the défcription here given, than from any
other explication that I can find of it. #aflelbred
was perhaps a better fort of Bread, o called from /7a-
Slell, the Veflell, or Bafkett, in which it was made,
or carried, or weighed; as feems probable from the
following paffage: “ O&o panes in Waftllis, ponde-
“ ris cujuslibet /7a/felli unius miche conventualis.”—
Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol 177.

coarfer
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coarfer bread of § marks weight, 3 quarts
of fmall beer, a fufficient quantity of pot<
tage, or a mefs of pulfe, one herring, or
two pilchers, or two eggs, or one farthing’s
worth of cheefe; value 3d.q. a week:
of which Hundred Poor were always Thir-
teen of the poorer ' fcholars of the Great
Grammar School of Winchefter, fent by
the Schoolmafter. On the Anniverfary of
the Founder’s Obit, Auguft 9, being the
Eve of St. Laurence, Three Hundred Pcor
were received at the Hofpital : to each of
the firft hundred were given one loaf and
one mefs of the fame fort with thofe of °
the Brethren’s ordinary allowance, and
three quarts of beer; to the fecond Hun-
dred was given the ufual Hundredmen’s
allowance ; and to each of the third Hun-
dred half a loaf of the Brethren’s bread.
On fix Holidays in the year the Hundred
men had each a loaf of the better fort of
bread, and a double mefs. There were
befides, . maintained in the Hofpital, a
Steward, with his clerk, two fervants, and
two horfes; a Porter ; nine fervants; two
teams of fix horfes each, and three Carters.

The Founder had in the year ¢ 1157,

¢ MS. Pepes Dom, Epifc. Wiat. fol. 23. .
conftituted
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conftituted the Mafter and Brethren of the
Hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem Guardians
and Adminiftrators of his Hofpital of St.
Crofs, faving to the Bifhop of Winchefter his
Canonical Jurifdiction. A difpute arifing
between Richard Toclive Bithop of Win-
chefter, immediate fucceffor to Henry de
Blois, and the Mafter and Brethren of St.
John of Jerufalem, concerning the admi-
niftration of the Hofpital, King Henry the

econd interpofed, and by his mediation an
agreement was-made between them. The
Matfter and Brethren ceded to the Bifhop
" of Winchefter and his fucceffors the Admi-
niftration of the Hofpital, the Bjfhop giving
them the Impropriation of the Churches of
Mordon and Hanniton for the payment of
53 marks per annum; and procuring them
a difcharge from the penfion of 10 marks,
two wax candles, and ten pound of wax,
paid to the Monks of St. Swythun for the
Houfe of $t. Crofs, by 7 compofition be-
tween them and the Brethren of St. Crofs,
made in the time of the Founder: and the
Bifhop moreover, out of regard to God, and
for the health of the King’s foul and his

7 MS. penes Dom. Epifc, Wint. fol. 2. ’
1 - own
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own, (and becaufe the revenues of the Hof-
pital were fufficient for the maintenance of
many more poor, and ought not to be con
verted to other ufes, as Wykeham repre-
fents to the Pope) orders, that befides the
number inftituted by the Founder, one
Hundred additional poor fhould alfo be fed
every day in the fame manaer at the Holpi-
tal. This agreement is dated April the 10th
1185, and was made at Dover in the pre-
fence of the King, and attefted by him. This
new inftitution of feeding an Hundred
additional poor was not of long conti-
nuance : it had ceafed long before Wyke-
ham’s time ; and inftead of it, by what ap-
thority I cannot fay, was introduced the
eftablifhment of Four Priefts, Thirteen fe-
cular Clerks, and feven Chorifters, who
were maintained in the Hofpital for the
performance of divine fervice in the church.
The Four Priefts dined at the Mafter’s
table, and had each a ftipend of 13s. 4d.
and the whole allowance to each was va-
lued at 31. 6. 8d. per annum: the Thir-
teen Clerks had each daily a loaf of wheat
Bread, weight 61 Shillings and & pence,
(1. €. 31b. 102z.) three quarts of beer, and
one mefs of fleth or filh of the Brethren

: was
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was allotted to two of them, value 10d. q~
a week; the feven Chorifters had each one
loaf of the common family bread, and one
mefs, or the fragments of the Mafter’s table
and Common Hall, fo as to have a fuffi-

cient provifion, value 5 d. a week ; and were

taught at {fchool in the Hofpital.

Such was the inftitution and economy
of the Hofpital of St. Crofs; which had
hitherto been well obferved in general, and
conftantly maintained with regard to all
the particulars abovementioned. Wyke-
ham indeed reprefents to the Pope, that
fome of the former Bifthops of Winchefter
had preferred to it their nephews and kinf
men, not rightfully as to the Mafterfhip
of an Hofpital, but as to an Ecclefiaftical
Benefice ; who had converted to other pur-
pofes the revenues of it affigned to thefe
pious ufes, contrary to the Canons, and to
the Founder’s inftitution. In this he feems
to have a particular view to John de Edyng-
don, nephew to the late Bithop®; who
had quitted the Mafterfhip fome time be-

® Bithop Edyngton collated his nephew to the Maf-
terthip of St. Crofs Hofpital, April 13, 1349, ¢ In
¢ beneficium perpetuum & non curatum.” Regift.
Edyngdon, part 1. fol. 45.

fore
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fore Wykeham came to the Bifthoprick.
By his manner of leaving this office we
may pretty well judge how he had acted in
it : he took away and alienated the whole
ftock belonging to the Hofpital; all the
cattle, corn, goods, inftruments, utenfils,
and moveables whatfoever, ecither in the
- Houfe itfelf, or upon the eftates. Befides,
the neceflary repairs of _diiapidations left
by him amounted by computation to be-
tween three and four hundred pounds.
Wykeham was no - fooner bifhop of
Winchefter, than he refolved to rectify
thefe abufes. William de Stowell, Edyng- -
don’s fucceflor, perhaps forefecing the
ftorm that was coming on, chofe to make
- his retreat, and procured the Reftory of
Burghclere in exchange for his Mafterthip.
‘The Bifthop admitted of the exchange ; but
ordered him immediately upon his refigna-
tion to make a full and particular inven-
tory of all the ftock and goods belonging
to the Hofp1tai at prefent, with an account
of the ftate in which he at firft received
them, by way of Indenture between him
and Richard de Lyntcsford his fucceflor ;
to keep one copy of it himfelf, to deliver
another to his {ucceflor, and a third to him,
: G the
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theBlfhop, for his better mformatlon, wheny
he fhould come thither in perfon. This
mandate is dated March 23, 1367, the
“day after Lyntesford’s admiflion : Willlam
de Stowell immediately obeyed, and fent

an inventory. The next ftep the Bithop
took, was to fend Commiffaries to the
Hofpital, and the feveral manors and eftates
belongmg to it, to examine into the ftate
of things at the time of the death of Richard

de Luftefhull late maﬂer, and inquire, what

ftock and goods his executors delivered to
his fucceflor John de Edyngdon. The Com-

miffion is dated April 20, 1368.
~ Lyntesford began- now to repent of his
exchange, not finding himfelf likely to

.make the advantages, which he had expcé’c-
ed from his new preferment. The Bifhop

had fequeftered his goods as a fecurity for

the ftock of the Hofpital. He took the

fame method that his Predeceflor had done,

and got an exchange of his Mafterfhip .

with Roger de Cloune for the Reétory of

Campfallin Yorkfhire. Juff as this affair

was brought to a conclufion, the Bifhop,

being now fully and regularly informed of

- the embezzlements and abufes committed
by the feveral late Mafters of the Hofpital,

iflued
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iffued a commiffion, dated July 30, 1370,
to enquire into the particulars and value
of the true and accuftomed ftock and goods
belonging to it, as they ought to be tranf-
mitted from Mafter to Mafter; and to ex-
amine upon oath all perfons that could
give information in this affair, and parti-
- cularly Edyngdon, Stowell, Lyntesford,
late Mafters, and Cloune the prefent Ma-
fter.

- Upon the report of his Commlﬂioners,
the Bithop fummoned the four Mafters to
appear before him at Southwark on the
22d of Oltober, 1370. He reprefents to
them the defign of the Foundation of the
Hofpital ; that the whole revenues of it
-are to be applied to the ufe of the Poor,
. except the Mafter’s allowance, . taxed. at

7). 4s. 6d. and no more; and that the
Mafter of the Hofpital is obliged yearly to
~ -make an inventory, and give an account
of his adminiftration to his Diocefan, ac-
_cording to the Conftitution ° of Clement
the Vth, ¢ Quia contingit, &c.” That the
-Mafterfhip is not a perpetual Ecclefiattical
~ Benefice, but a temporal Office requiring

? Clementin. lib, 3. tit. 11.cap. 2.

G2 cons
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- continual refidence and perfonal miniftry.
That therefore he will proceed againft them,
enforce the faid conftitution, and compél all
and every one of them, to make an inven-
, tory, and give an account of their ad-
miniftration. - They plead, that they are
not obliged, nor was it ever the cuftom, fo
to do. Roger de Cloune’s Plea in parti-
cular is; that the houfe of St. Crofs is &
perpetual Ecclefiaftical Bencﬁce, fine-cure,
free from all obligation of making eath,
giving any mventory, or rendring any ac-
count ; that it was principally founded for
the honour of the worfhip of God, and -
has nothing of the nature or ufe of an
Hofpital ; the Brethren received into the
Houfe being weak and infirm in body, but
no way difeafed or infeted; fo not com-
ing under the defcription of an Haolfpital,
according to the terms of Clement’s confti-
tution; and that the Mafter has the free
adminiftration of all the pofifeflions and
goods belonging to it, with the burthen
only of making a certain diftribution to a
certain number of poor, both thhm and
- without the houfe.
Upon this Plea, by the help of all the
¢avils and evafions, that the forms of Law
could
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could fupply them with, the Mafters con-
trived to protrat the fuit through a great
number of hearings for almoft a year and a
half ; when the Bifthop’s Commiffaries pro-
ceeded to give fentence 'z that the Mafters
had not proved their allegations, and ought
to be compelled by Ecclefiaftical Cenfures
to give an account of their adminiftration.
Againft this whole proceeding, before
fentence was pronounced, Roger de Cloune
appealed to the Pope. The Bithop at the
fame time writes to the Pope: reprefent-
ing to him the whole ftate of the cafe, and
that Cloune defigned by his Appeal to fet
on foot an endlefs fuit, that in the mean
time he might with impunity embezzle and
convert to his own ufe the goods and re-
-venues of the Hofpital ; and begs his Ho-
linefs to interpofe. The * Pope, rejecting
the Appeal of Cloune, takes the caufe in-
to his own hands, and conftitutes the Bi-
fhop of London his Delegate and judge in -
it. Before him the Mafters appear by their
Prottors, Roger de Cloune excepts againft
the jurifdiCtion of the Bifhop of London,
and the Pope’s Bulie, as furreptitioufly ob-

* Feb.23, 1372-3.
* * Feb. 25, 1372-3.

G 3 tained,
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tained, and upon an unfair ftate of the
cafe. Edyngdon joins in the exception.
Stowell and Lyntesford, who in the whole
were much lefs obnoxious, who had be-
fore {fubmitted themfelves abfolutely to the
Bifhop of Winchefter’s will and difpofal,
upon oath and under the penalty each of
100l and had made a formal denuncia-
tion to him of Cloune's illegal praéhces,
refufe to join in it,

* After many hearings, adjournments, al-
tercations upon the exception, and fubter-
fuges of all forts, the Bifhop charges the
prefent Mafter with Dilapidation, Diffipa-
tion, and Subftraction, public and notori-
ous, of the goods of the Haofpital; and
petitions, that they may be fequeftered,
while the caufe fhall be depending: the
{fequeftration is iffued, and the Bithop or-
ders, that the poor be provided for as ufual.
He had fome time before appointed a Coad-
jutor to Cloune, without whofe advice and
confent he was not to alt; and ftriétly com-
manded him to abftain from all fort of alie-
nation of the Hofpital’s goods for the future.

- Cloune feems to have procured the Maf-
terfhip with no other defign than to enrich
himfeif with the plunder of the Hofpital,

He
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He knew the hazard he run of being ob-
liged to refund ; but let Law and Juftice do
their worft, he thought he thould find his-
account in itintheend. He therefore at firft

feized upon the whole revenues and ftock
of the Hofpital, as his property; he fold

the corn and the cattle, and a great quan-

tity of materials, that had been laid in for

repairs, and converted the money to his
own ufe : while the fuit was depending,

he had the impudence to pull down the

larder of the Hofpital, and to fell the ma-

terials, Indeed it was now of no ufe: the

Great Hall was fallen in; the Hundred

Poor were turned away; and the thirteen

Brethren were forced tp quit the Hofpital, -
and provide for themfelves where they:
could.

The * Judge proceeds at laft to the defi-
nitive fentence : That the Bithop hath fuf-
ficiéntly proved his libel againft the Mafters.
Roger de Cloune is condemned in cofts of
fuit: 50 L. is demanded, as the Bifhop’s
expences, given in upon oath by his Proc-
tor, which the Judge moderates to 441.
Cloune was willing to try. if it was not

3 3Dec. §, 1373 ’
G4 fti
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ftill poffible to protract the affair, and ap-
pealed again to the court of Rome: his -
appeal feems to have been rejected there :
for next* year he appears before the Bifhop
of London, and profefling himfelf better
informed, gives up his caufe, renounces
his appeal, and fubmits to the fentence :
and then obliges himfelf by oath to give an
inventory, and render an account of his
adminiftration annually to the Bifhop of
Winchefter, when he fhall be called upon
foto do. Upon which he is abfolved from
all fentences of excommunication pro-
nounced againft him for contumacy; and
~ injoined for penance, to ebferve his oath of
obeying the orders of the Church in this
behalf °. I

It

.4 Jan. 11, 1374, '

-5 In the Bifhop of Winchefter’s MS. fol. 56. it is
faid, that Roger de Cloune renounced his appeal, and re-
linquifhed the Hofpital: (‘¢ appellationem faam deferuit,
* & renuntiavit ecidem, ac dictum hofpitale habuit pro
¢¢ dereli®o ) upon which the Bifhop collated to it
Nicholas de W ykeham Clerk, who afterward refigned it.
Agrceably to which, the Refignation of the Hofpital of
St Crofs by Nicholas de Wykeham is entered in Wyke-
ham’s Regifter, under the year 1382 ; and in this MS.
fol. 30. But this paffage of the MS. above cited, is
corretted in the margin (probably by John de Campe-
den. the next Mafter of St. Crofs) to the followin
efiect : ¢ That upon Cloune’s relinquithing the Hol-
‘ ’ « pital,
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It feems to have been a cuftom at this
time, for the Mafter of St. Crofs to confti-
tute a Deputy, who prefided at the Hof-
pital for him: fuch was one William de
Caftleford, Rettor of St. Pancras Winchef-
ter, who was Cloune’s agent and minifter
in all his iniquities there. He had been fo
deeply engaged in this affair, that he
thought it proper to abfent himfelf upon
the occafion. The Bithop, as he could

¢¢ pital, the Bifhop kept it in his own hands, and un-
¢ der his own government, for nine years, two weeks,
* and five days. And whereas Nicholas de Wyke-
“ ham was by fome reputed to have been collated to
“ the faid Hofpital, when in reality he never had been
¢ fo collated ; on this account the Bifhop caufed him
“ to renounce all right and title which he might feem to
“ have had to the faid Hofpital.” From whichI colle&,
that the Bithop found it neceffary to keep the Mafter-
fhip, by a kind of Sequeftration, in his own hands,
Cloune ftill continuing in legal pofieffion of it, in order
to recover the Hofpital, its buildings, eftates, and re-
venues, out of that ftate of ruin and diffipation, to
which the prefent and late Mafters had reduced it; and
that he employed his kinfman Nicholas de Wyke-
ham, a perfon of approved diligence, abilities, and in-
tegrity, in the whole management of this difficult bufi-
nefs. He afterwards, upon the death of Cloune, (which
happened on the 8th of September, 1382, MS. Harleian.
N°. 1616. p. 95.) conferred the Mafterthip on John
de Campeden, one in whom he had likewife the greateft
confidence ; having for many years had experience of
his fidelity in affairs of importance. '

7 not
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not reach him otherwife, proceeded againft
him, and excommunicated him, for non-
refidence. . v ,

*Tis not to be doubted, but that the
Bithop of Winchefter, after having pur-
fued this affair fo earneftly for above fix
years, and having at laft overcome all ob-
ftruftions, called the delinquents to a fe-
vere account, and perfectly reinftated the
Hofpital in all its rights, and re-eftablithed
dts primitive ufe and inftitution. While
the difpute was depending, he 7 recovered
for the Hofpital many original charters,
bulles, and inftruments, which had been
fuffered to remain in the hands of the Hof~
pitatlers of St. _Iohn of Jerufalem. He took
care ever after ® to infert in the act of
collation of the Mafterfhip of this and all
other Hofpitals the Mafter’s obligation to
obey the conftitution of Clement the Vth.
In a word, he fo far reftored this eharity
to its original defign, and left it under
fuch due regulation, that his immediate
fucceflor Beaufort, having refolved to dif-
pofe of fome part of his great wealth to

7 MS. penes Dom. prfc Wint. fol. 120. & MS.

Harleian, N° 1616, p. 4

* Regift. Wykeham, partt paflim. Lo
, the
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the like purpofes, chofe rather to make an
inlargement of this inftitution, than to
ere€t a new one of hisown. He® made
a very great additional endowment of the
Hofpital of St. Crofs, for the maintenance,
of two Priefts, thirty-five Brethren, and
three Sifters, befide thofe of the antient
foundation. He gave his new eftablith-
ment the name of * The Alms-hpufe of
Noble Poverty ; by which it appears that
he defigned it for the relief of decayed
Gentlemen. The Hofpital, tho’ much di-
minifhed in its revenues, by what means
I cannot fay, yet ftill fubfifts upon the re-
mains of both endowments.

The Bithop was warned by the great
abufes which he had feen at St. Crofs, to
keep a more watchful eye upon other cha-
rities of the fame nature. . While he had

° Henry the VIth, in confideratlon of the fum of
13350 marks paid to him by Cardinal Beaufort, granted
to him feveral manors, &c. of the yearly value of s00l.
with licence to affign them to the Mafter and Brethren
of St. Crofs. With thefe the Cardinal endowed the
Hofpital in the year 1444, adding to them the impro-
priations of Crundale, and feveral other Churches of
his Diocefe and patronage. Mon. Ang. Vol. 2. p. 48a.
Leger-book of the Ch. of Winchefter. N° 1. fol. 66.

s+ ¢ Domus Elemofinaria Nobilis Paupertatis.” Le-
ger-Baok of the Church of Winchefter. N° 1. fol. 66.

that
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that affair upon his hands, he held.a vi-
fitation ° of the Hofpital of St. Thomas
Southwerk ; ftill proceeding upon the con-
ftitution of Clement the Vth. Afterward
he vifited 7 the Hofpital of Sandon in the
county of Surry. Whatever irregularities
he might find there, he met with no re-
fiftance to his authority.

At the fame time that Wykeham was
thus engaged in the reformation of thefe
charitable inftitutions, he was forming the
plan of a much more noble and extenfive
foundation of his own, and taking his
meafures for putting it in execution. He
had long refolved to difpofe of the wealth,
‘which the Divine Providence had fo abun-
dantly beftowed upon him, to fome cha-
ritable ufe and for the public good; but
was greatly embarraffed when he came
to fix his choice upon fome defign, that
was like to prove moft beneficial, and leaft
liable to abufe. He tells us * himfelf, that
upon this occafion he diligently examined
and confidered the various rules of the

S Regift. Wykeham, part °3. a. fol. 62. dated Jan.
11, 1371-2.

? Ibid. fol. 116. dated Nov. 2, 1374.

$ Statut. Coll, Oxon. & Wigt.

reli-
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religious orders, and compared with them
the lives of their feveral profeffors; but
was obliged with grief to  declare, that
he could not any where find that the or-
dinances of their Founders, according to
. their true defign and intention, were at
prefent obferved by any of them. This
refleCtion affetted him greatly, and inclined
him to take the refolution of diftributing his
riches to the poor with his own hands, ra-
ther than employ them in eftablithing an
inftitution, which might become a fhare and
an occafion of guilt to thofe, for whofe be-
nefit it thould be defigned. After rouch
deliberation, and devout invocation of the
Divine affiftance, confidering how greatly
the number of the Clergy had been of late
reduced by continual wars and frequent
peftilences °, he .determined at laft to en-
deavour to remedy, as far as he was able,

this

9 The great plague, which raged in England for
Five months only in the beginning of the year 1349, is
faid by the hiftorians to have {wept away almoft ome
half of the people, and nine parts out of ten of the
Clergy. It carried off whole famikies together, and
Jeft none remaining. In the Hofpital of Sandon in the
county of Surry, the Mafter and Brethren, every OI::f
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this defolation of the Church, by relieving;
poor fcholars in their clerical education 3
and to eftablifh two Colleges of Students,
for the horour of God and increafe of

of them, died of it. Regift. Edyngdon, part 1. fol. 494+
The pirifh Churches were for the moft part deferted
and left without divine fervice : at Oxford the fchools
were fhut, and the {cholars difperfed themfelves or died.
Afterward, out of mere neceffity, great numbers of il-
literate laymen, who had loft their wives in the plague,
though they could hardly read, much lefs underftand,
the common f{ervice, were admitted into Holy Orders.
In 1361, there was another called the fecond or Lefler
" Plague, which fwept away great numbers of the com-
mon people, many of the Nobility, and feven of the
Bithops. Knyghton, Walfingham, Harding’s Chro-
nicle, Harpsfield, Parker, Ant. Wood. There was a
third Plague in the year 1368. See Wilkins, Conc.
Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 74. Hollinfed fays there was"
another in the year 1370, particularly at Oxford. The
Monk of Evetham, in the Life of Rich. II. (publithed
.by Hearn) fays there was anether in the years 138«
‘and 1382, which he calls the Fifth Plague. The
‘Parliament -of 1376, in their remarkable petition
againft the oppreflions of the Pope, reprefented to
the King, ¢ That fince the good antient cuftoms of
-¢ Piety and Charity had been perverted, and Covetouf-
* ¢ nefs and Simony increafed, the kingdom had been
‘¢ fyll of adverfities, as Wars, Peftilence, Famine, Mu-
¢ rain, whereby it was fo much deftroyed, that there
¢ was not the third part of the people left.’  See
Brady’s Appendix to Hift. of Eng. Vol. II. N° 100.
* Archbifhop Iflip gives the fame reafons for his founding
- Canterbury Hall in Oxford. See his Statutes in Wile
* kins’s Conc. Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 52. ’
' big
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his worfhip, for the fupport and exalta- .
tion of the Chriftian Faith, and for the
improvement of the liberal arts and fci-
ences ; hoping and trufting, that men of
letters and various knowledge, and bred
up in the fear of God, would fee more
clearly, and attend more ftritly to the ob-
ligation lying upon them to obferve the
rales and direCtions, which he fhould give
them. Wpykeham feems to have come
to this refolution, and in fome meafure to
have formed in his mind his general Plan,
as early as his becoming Bifhop of Win-
chefter :- for we find *, that in little more
than two years after, he had made pur-
chafes of feveral parcels of ground in the
city of Oxford, which make the chief part
of the fite of his College there. His Col-
lege of Winchefter, intended as a nurfcry
for that of Oxford, was part of his origi-
nal plan: for as early as the year 1373,
before he proceeded any farther in his de-
fign for the latter, he eftablithed a fchool
at Winchefter, of the fame kind with the
former, and for the fame purpofe. He

* Ant. Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. lib. 2. p 128.
where he gives a minute and particular account of thele

yurchafcs
‘ agreed,
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agreed * with Richard de Herton, that for
ten years, beginning from Michaelmafs of
the year above-mentioned, he fhould di-
ligently inftruct in Grammatical Learning
as many poor fcholars as the Bifhop fhould
fend to him, and no others without his
leave ; that the Bifhop fhould provide and
allow him a proper affiftant; and that
Herton, in cafe of his own illnefs, or ne-
ceflary abfence, fhould fuftitute a proper
Matfter to fupply his place.

Wykeham’s munificence proceeded al-
-ways from a conftant generous principle,
a true fpirit of liberality. It was not ow-
ing to a cafual impulfe, or a fudden emo-
tion, but was the effet of mature delibe-
zation and prudent choice. His enjoyment
of riches confifted in employing them in
alts of beneficence; and while they were
increafing upon him, he was continually
devifing proper means of difpofing of them
for the good of the public : not delaying
. it till the time of his death, when he could
keep them no longer ; nor leaving to the
care of others what he could better exe-
cute himfelf; but forming his good de-

* See Appendix, N° VIL

fignd
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figns early, and as foon as he had the abi-
lity, putting them in execution, that he
might have the fatisfaction of feecing the
beneficial effeCts of them; and that by
conftant obfervation and due experience
he might from time to time improve and
perfet them, fo as to render them yet
more beneficial.

W _ THE
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SECTION IV.
Hs troubles in the laff year of Edward III. |

T HILE Wykeham was purfuing

, thefe generous defigns, and was
now prepared to carry them into execu-
tion, he was on a fudden attacked by a
party formed againft him at court, in fuch
a manner, as not only obliged him to lay
them afide for the prefent, but might have
reduced him to an inability of ever re-
fuming them. The accounts which are
given
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given us of this whole affair by later writers,
are either fo falfe, fo imperfet, or fo con-
fufed, both as to matters of fact and their
caufes, that in order to clear it up, it will
be neceflary, wholly difregarding 'whatever
they have advanced without fufficient proof,
to lay together all the circumftances re-
. lating to it, of which there remains any un-
doubted teftimony. \
Upon * the return of the Prince of
Weales to England, on account of his de-
clining ftate of health, in the year 13771,
the Duke of Lancafter was fent into Aqui-
taine, and had the chief management of
the war in France committed to him
which detained him there, for the moft
part, till the middle of the year 1374;
when a truce being made, which was af-
terward prolonged from time to time, he
returned, and took up his refidence at the
court of England. The King was now de-
clining, and the Prince of Wales’s cafe def-
perate : the Duke therefore, being the next
furviving fon of the King, looked upon
‘himfelf as the perfon to whom the fole
management of affairs in the prefent fitua-

Ll Walﬁngham Collins’s foc of the Black Prince.
' ' H 2 tion"
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tion of right belonged. - However, he feems
not to have had influence enough with the
King his father to gain his point, without
- the affiftance of Alice Perrers, who now
for fome years had been confidered as the
King’s Miftrefs, and had certainly gotten
a very great afcendant over him. Taking
this Lady into his party, and making ufe
of her power, he * in effect got into his own
hands the adminiftration of all affairs: he
affumed to himfelf a very extraordinary de-
gree of authority, and abufed it to many
ill purpofes. ’Tis certain, that both from
- his known ambitious temper, and his be-
haviour on this occafion, the whole na-
tion fufpected, that he carried his views far-
ther than the prefent power, of which he
‘had pofleflfed himfelf; and had formed a
defign * of fetting afide his young nephew,
.and feizing the Crown, when the oppor-
: tunity

* Walfingham, Parker, &c. '

3 The Duke of Lancafter himfelf complained, in
“the fir(t Parliament of Richard II. that the Commons had
Apread fuch reports of him, as, if true, amounted to
open treafon; ¢ & que teilles paroles avoient longe-
“$¢ ment volez parmi le Royaume fguxemcnt.” Rot. Parl.
1 R.2 Tit. 14. The fame opinion of the Duke of
Lancafter’s defigns feems to have prevailed likewife in
France. See Monach. Evetham. in Vita Rich. II. Edit.
__Hearn.p.3. In MS. Harleian, N° 6217, it is faid, tha’; “tll:e
SN ) <

!
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tunity fhould offer, which now feemed near
at hand. ,

The Prince of Wales, who knew per-
feCtly well his brother’s ambition, and could
not but obferve the advances which he
made, was alarmed with apprehenfions of
the danger which threatened his fon. He
refolved therefore to ufe his utmoft endea-
vours to obftruct the Duke of Lancafter’s
defigns, to break the party which he had
formed at court, and to get all that be-
longed to it removed from the King’s
perfon. 'The Parliament, which after two
years intermiflion met in the latter end
of April 1376, gave him a proper oppor-
tunity of effefting all that he propofed.

Duke of Lancafter propofed to the Parlament (51. Ed. 2.)
to deliberate, who ought to fucceed to the Crown after
the late Prince of Wales’s fon; and that they fhould
make a law, that no woman fhould be heir to the
kingdom : (feealfo Parker. Antiq. Brit. Eccl. an. 1376.)
“ For he confydered the old age of the kynge,
« and the youth of the princes fonne ; whom, as it
« was fayed, he purpofed to poyfen, yf he coulde no
s¢ otherwyfe come by the kyngdome.” Chap. 8. Such
accufations are commonly thrown out, and the pub-
Kc are but too ready to admit the truth of them, on
the like occafions. However, thefe teftimonies fuffi-
ciently prove, all that is intended to be proved by
them; that the nation'in general had conceived violent
fofpicions of the Duke of Lancafter’s ill defigns in re-
gard to the Succeflion. '

H3 | As




102 THE LIFE OF

As * foon as the Parliament was opened,
the Commons, having held a conference
with the Lords, renewed for three years
longer the fubfidies granted in the laft Par-
liament, which were now near the term of
their expiration ; but defired to be excufed
making any farther grant, on account of
the diftrefles of the times, unlefs any ex-
traordinary cafe fhould happen, in which
they would aid the King to the utmoft of
their ability. They then petition him,
that he would be pleafed to augment his
Council to the number of ten or twelve of
the chief Lords and Prelates, who fhould
be continually near bis perfon, fo that,
without the advice and confent of fix, or
. at leaft four of them, no bufinefs fhould
be concluded. To thisrequeft, under fome
reftriCtions, the King gave his affent: nine

Lords and Prelates were appointed *; of

which

4 Rot. Parl. 50. Ed. IIL. :

s In MS. Harleian. N° 247, fol. 143, is a fragment of
fome hiftorical notes, the hand and age uncertain, per-
haps about 200 years old. After having mentioned
the complaints in Parliament again{t Lord Latimer,
Alice Perrers, &c. the author proceeds, as follows :
¢ Anno 1376.——Divers of the nobilitie weat to the
“ King to perfwade hym to remove them from his

¢¢ councell ; which was done ac[cordingly,] and newe -’
« connfellers appointed : who were the archbyfhop of °

s¢ Canter-
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which number was the Bithop of Winche(-
ter : the three great officers of ftate added,
I fuppofe, to thefe, as ufual, formed the
council of twelve, of which hiftorians
{peak.

The Commons moreover, making pro-
teftations of their due allegiance to the
King, declared, that if he had had faith-
ful Counfellors and Officers, he could not
but have been exceeding rich in treafure,
and would have been under no neceffity of
charging his people with fubfidies; confi-
dering the great fums of money, that had

been

 Canterberye, the byfhopps' of Londoné and Wyn-
« chefter, the earls of Arundell, Maiche, ahd Staf-
¢ forde, and the lordes Percye, Brian, and Beauchampe.
“ Who having ad&orytie by the King put out of the
“ coancell the lorde Latimer, Johne lorde Netill, Sif
« Richarde Stafforde, and dame Alice Perers, taking
“ s othe of the king, that he fholde never more
« re[ceive them into] his companye.” This paffage is
of importance, s it ftrongly confirms the account, which
I bad before given, of the political caufe of the perfe-
Grtion ratfed agamft the Bifop of Winchefter by the
Duke of Lancafter. ‘That this writer had good autho-
fity for the lift which he givés of the Council ap-
pointed by perition of Parlianterit, cannot well be doubt-

" ed. Tt appears alfo from hence, that Lord Petcy, daring

this Parliament, was one of the Duke of Lancafter’s op-
pofers : he was foon after gained over to his intereft s
probably by meams of the ftaff of marfhal of England
conferred upon him. This conjetture likewife I fince
find fully confirmed by MS. Harleian. N° 6217. The

. H 4 author
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been brought into the kingdom, by the
ranfoms of the Kings of France and Scot-
land, and of other prifoners and coun-
tries. They demand therefore, that the
frauds and extortions of certain private
perfons about the King, and others of
their confederacy, may be ftrictly inquired
into : of which they make a particular de-
claration under three heads. Firft, of fuch
“private perfons about the King, and their
confederates, as procured ftaple-ware and

thor fays, ¢¢ That the lorde Percye was one on the
¢ knyghtes parte, and at the fyrfte had a burnyng
¢ defyre to apprehend the traytours of the realme ; and
¢¢ and Iwolde to God he had contynued in the fayme
¢ unto the end.” Chap. 4. And after having told,
¢ how the earle of Marfhe thunned the craftye de-
¢ ceites of the Duke of Lancafter,” by giving up his
marfhalthip ; he adds, ¢ The Duke, rejofynge that he
¢ myght with fome honour rewarde Syr Henrye Percye,’
‘¢ prefently gave unto hym the rodd, and maid hym
“ marfhall of England; and by this meanes yt ys
 playne, that the fayed Syr Henrye Percye haith alwayes
¢« joyned faft to the Duke, and hys councells; where-
¢ for notwithftandynge, he hath a longe tyme incurred
¢ as great hatred of the whoale comunaltye, as he
¢ hath gotten favour and love of the Duke, and that
¢ whiche he beleaved was an ineftimable profett and
¢ commodytye and fholde be an infynyte glorye he
¢¢ perceaved to be the begynnynge of all myicheyfe &
¢ evill againft hym, and fodenly to brynge hym perpe-
¢¢ tual ignomynye ; for he loft, as ys fayed, hys con-
“ {cyence and hys good name with the people of the .
$¢ whoale realme.” Chap. 16, :
bullion.

-
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bullion to be conveyed to other places than
Calais, for their. own profit, and to the
great detriment of the King and Kingdom.-
Secondly, of fuch-as by confent and con-
trivance of the faid perfons about the King,
made agreement for divers {ums of money
for the King’s ufe upon ufury, making
him pay much higher intereft than they
bargained for. Thirdly, of fuch asin con-
federacy with the fame perfons, bargained
with the King’s creditors for the tenth,
twenticth, or hundredth penny, and then
procured the King to pay the whole debt,
for their own profit, and to the defraud-
ing both of the King and of his creditors.
Upon thefe and fome other articles many
perfons were impeached and convited:
the principal of whom were the Lord La-
timer, then Lord Chamberlain, who ¢ had
the greateft {hare of the Duke of Lancaf-
ter’s friendfhip and confidence, and Alice
Perrers. Latimer was imprifoned and
fined, and rendered incapable of bearing
any office under the King. Alice Perrers
was banifthed from Court, and an ordi-
nance made with particular refpect to her,

¢ Parker.

That
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That no woman, efpecially Alice Perrers,
fhould follicite or profecute any bufinefs in
the King's Courts by way of maintenance,
on pain of forfeiture and banifhment out
of the kingdom. And Hiftorians 7 affirm,
that the Duke of Lancafter himfelf was
with the reft removed from about the
King’s perfon, in confequence of thefe re-
monftrances of Parliament;. which were
very well underftood to be aimed at him,
as they included his chief friends and de-
pendents; though out of regard to his high
quality, or dread of his power, no one
ventured perfonally to attack him, or ex-
prefsly to mention his name upon the oc-
cafion.

The whole management and conduét
of this profecution was undertaken, in the
houfe of Commons, by Sir Peter de la Mare;
and it was carried on by him, not only
with great {pirit and zeal, but with fingu-
lar abilities and eloquence. He was a
Knight of Herefordfhire, and was " Steward
to Edmund Mortimer Earl of March. The
Earl of March had married Philippa, only

? Walfingham, &c. . % Stow. MS. Harleian,
Ne 6217. Chap. 16. :

child

t3
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child of Lionel Duke of Clarence, the
Puke of Lancafter’s elder brother; and
confequently his wife Philippa, or after
her his eldeft fon by her, was indifputably
next heir to the Crown after young Richard.
His fituation therefore in the prefent junc-
ture was nearly the fame with that ‘of the
Prince of Wales, and he was proportionably
concerned to fecure the rights of his own
family againft the fufpected defigns of the
Duke of Lancafter. So that the chief end
and principal aim of this profecution, tho’
not exprefsly declared in Parliament, yet
could not but be fufficiently underftood by
the whole nation, from its being favoured
by the Prince of Wales and his friends, and
-its being moved and conduéted by a friend
and dependent of the Earl of March. And
the caufe was fo popular, and the feverity,
which the Parliament exercifed againft all of
the Duke of Lancafter’s party, fo agreeable
to the fenfe of the whole nation, that this
Parliament was afterward diftinguithed by
the name of the ° Good Parliament.

On the 8th of June, before the Parlia-
ment had finithed its feflion, died the Prince

» Walfingham,
of
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of Wales; one of the greateft heroes, and
the moft truly deferving of that name, that
ever this, or any other nation produced ;
,and what is more, the beft and moft ami-
able of men. He had always had * a great
regard for the Bifhop of Winchefter, who
was zealoufly attached to his fervice : and he
now gave him an indubitable teftimony of
his efteem and affection, by appointing him
one * of the executors of his Will. The Bi-
" fhop received fome years afterwards the:*
fame mark of confidence from his worthy
confort the Princefs Dowager of Wales, with
particular expreflions of the friendfhip and
affectionate regard, which fhe bore towards
him. The Prince of Wales’s will was figned

* ¢ Nec non revolventes oculos mentis noftre—
¢ ad magnum locum quem [idem Epifcopus Wynton.]
¢¢ przfato Domino & Patri noftro in fuis agendis di-
¢ verfimode tenuit, & ad {pecialem affeftionem & fin-
¢¢ ceram dileCtionem, quasidem pater nofter erga pre-
¢ fatum Epifcopum geflit & habuit, dum ageret in
¢ hnmanis.” Claufe in the pardon granted to
Wylzcham by Richard II. Rymer, Feed. Vol. 7th.
p. 163.

* Regift. Sudbury. Fol. g1.

3 Regift. Courtney. Fol. 214. ¢ Venerabiles in
¢« Chrifto patres & Amicos meos cariffimos dominos
¢ Robertum Confanguineum meum Dei gratia London.
¢ & Wilhelmum eadem gratia Wynton. Epifc. &c.”

Dated Aug. 7th, 1385. _

only
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only the day before he died ; from which .
circumftance we may conclude, that tho’
the Prince had been long fenfible that he
was drawing near his end, yet he was not
altogether in a dying condition, nor fo far
difabled, but that he could attend to the -
motions and proceeding of the Parliament, °
who in their oppofition to the Duke of
Lancafter and his party acted all along+

in

4+ Walfingham. An Author, who probably wrote
before Walfingham, fays likewife the fame thing. He
gives the following account of the tranfattions of this
Parliament. * In principio menfis Maii fecit Rex Ed-
¢ wardus maximum Parliamentum apud Weftmonalft.
‘¢ celebrari, in quo more folito a communitate quod-
 dam fubfidium petiit fibi concedi pro defenfione fui
“ &regni. Et communitas refpondit, cotidie eos fore
“ talibus exationibus aggravatos, nec tale onus din
¢ pofle ferre dicebant. Nam liquide eis conftabat
¢ regem pro defenfione regni & fui fufficienter habere,
‘¢ fi regoum foret bene & fideliter gubernatum. Sed
“ quamdiu tale regimen per malos officiarios in regno
¢ haberetur, nequaquam copia rerum aut divitiis pof-
¢ fit habundare. Hac itaque & alia fe offerebant cer-
* tiffime probaturos. Kt fi poft probationem hujuf-
‘¢ modi repertum effet Regem ulterius indigere, ipfum
‘¢ libenter juxta eorum facultates juvarent. Poftea
 vero publicata fuerunt multa mala de Duce Lan-
“ caftrize & de diverfis aliis officiariis regi jugiter af-
¢ fiftentibus, & potiflime de Domino de Latymer ip-
« fius Camerario, fuper peflima gubernatione regis &
“ regni. Tandem de quadam Alicia Peres inibi mul-
¢ tum tradabatur fuper cjus maleficiis quz per cag

(13
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in conjunction with him, and were fup-
ported by his credit and authority. Tho’
the Prince lived not to fee the conclufion
of the Parliament, yet his friends fuffici-
ently fecured for him the point, which he
had principally aimed at: for upon his

death’

‘¢ & ejus fautores ubique in regno fiebant. Rex enim
“ eam per multa tempora tenuerat concubinam, unde
¢ liberius potuiffet, feminea fragilitate penfata, ad tam
* inania & nepharia declinare. Tdcirco omnes tales
‘¢ regni: communitas. petiit amoveri, & viros nobiles ap-
¢¢ prabatos fapientes & valentes loco eorum proinde
‘ fubrogari. Erat namque inter illos- de communitate
“ quidam miles fapiens verax & facundus nomine Pe-
¢ trus Delamare, in Cujus ore omnium pendebat fen-
“ tentia: hic vero qpia contra diftam Aliciam & qpof-
dam-alios de confilio Regis quzedam enormia veraci-
¢ ter in publlcum deduxiflet, multum confideng in
«¢ hac materia de fupportatione & favore Domini Prim-
cipis: fed eo-cito poft mortuo ad inftantiam prefate
: muliens apud. Nottingham perpetuo carceri adjudica-
¢ tur.” Chronicon. Angliz ad Hen. IV. MS. Lambeth.
N¢ 340:. ¢ And that tyme (fays another antient writer)
‘¢ the comyns had chofen 2 wurthy Knight and a wie
¢ clepid Sir Peris Dalamare Speker of the Parlement for
* the comyns, which Pens told and publifhid the trouth
¢t and reherfed many wronges ageynes the forfaid Alice
and othir certeyne.perfones of the Kingis couafail as he
¢ was. bedden by.the comyns. Aad hefuppofid.to have
¢ ben.mayntened:by the Prince.” Chronicleof Englard,
toHen. VI. M8. Lambeth, N° 6; The Duke of Lancaf~ -
ter’s friends reprefent to him, ¢ what helpes the Knyghtes
“ have to underfhore them:; forthey have the favour-and
“ love of the lordes, and. fpecxally of - the lorde Edwarde
, (1] Pmce

(13
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death the Commons * immediately petitioned
the King, that Richard of Bourdeaux, his
fon, might be brought into Parliament, that
they might fee and honour him as heir ap-
parent of the Kingdom; and they farther
petitioned, together with the Lords, that

he might be declared Prince of Wales:

with both which requefts the King very
readily comphed.

The Parliament ® was no fooner difmif-
fed in the beginning of July, than all their
vigorous proccedings and, decrees again{t
the delinquents fell to the ground, for
want of that authority to fupport them, by
which they had been hitherto carried on.
The Duke of Lancafter, now no longer
reftrained by refpeét of the great Prince
of Wales, or of the Parliament, returned
immediately to court, and reaffumed the
adminiftration of affairs: and with him
returned, the Lord Latimer, Alice Perrers,

«¢ prince your brother, who gyveth.them hys counfayle
s apd’ alde effetuallye.” lgg Harleian. N° 6217.
Chap. 1. The fame author fays afterwards, ¢ that the
¢ Duke,, fearynge the majeftye of the Prince, whom he
¢ knew to, favour the peopleand knyghtes, with judi-
¢ ciall’ féntence depryved the lorde. Latymer of hys
« office.”” ‘Chap. §, ‘

s Rot. Parl. 50. Ed. 3. tit. 40.

¢ Walfingham, &c. MS. Harleian. N° 6217.

and
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and the reft, that had been for ever banifhed
from the King’s prefence. They in a man-
ner took pofleffion again of the King, who
lay at Eltham, oppreffed at once with age,
grief, and ficknefs, and utterly unable to
withftand their importunity. They pro-
cured the council of twelve, which had
been appointed by petition of the Com-
mons in parliament, to be difcharged. In
a word, they faw themfelves in a condition,
not only to maintain their ground, but
to wreak their vengeance on their enemies.
They began with Sir Peter de la Mare, who
had been the firft mover and chief conductor
of the petition and proceedings againft
them in the late parliament, and by an ex-
traordinary act of power, 7 got him com-
mitted prifoner to the caftle of Notting-
ham. His patron the Earl of March was
confidered as the real author and

moter of every thing that he had done,

7¢« Whom” (fays the author of MS. Harleian. N°

6217, Chap. 14.) « without any anfweare againft a]l

¢ juftyce they fent to the caftle of Newercke, there to
* be comytted to pryfon: and there were that fayed,
¢ that the Duke gave commaundment to behead hym in
¢ the next wood ;' and fo he fholde have bene, had not
¢ Syr Henrye Percye perfuaded the Duke to the con-
« trarye.” Lo

-

and
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and foon received an intimation of the dif- .
pleafurc that was conceived againft him.
Orders * were fent to him by the Duke of
Lancafter, in the King’s name, to go and
furvey the Caftle, Town, and Marches of
Calais; He faw that this commxiﬁon was
defigned only to remove him out of the
way, and perhaps to bring him into dif-
ficulties; of which advantage might be taken
agam[’c him: he therefore declined the of-
fice, at the {ame time reﬁgmng his Staff
of Marfhal of England ; which the Duke
immediately conferred upon the Lord Percy.
The Bifhop of Winchefter was another
principal object of their refentment "Tis
not to be doubted, but that upon this fig-
nal - occafion he had ftedfaftly adhered to
the intereft of his great friend and patron
‘the Prmce of Wales; -and at the fame time
to the interefts of the King, his kind maf-
ter and generous benefactor; and to the
mtcreﬁs of the public; whxch were indeed
all equally concernéd in the fecurity of the
lineal fucceffion : and moft probably he had
acted with fo open and unreferved a zeal
in this ]uf’c and important caufe, as could

-* Stow. MS. Harleian. N 6217. Chap: 16:
‘ 1 ~ hot .
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not but give offence to the Duke of Lan-
‘cafter. The Duke was, in effet, moft
highly incenfed againft him, and determinedt
to make him feel the whole weight of his
refentment, and the full force of his power.
However, he could not attempt to opprefs
a Prelate in an arbitrary way, and without
any colour of law, as he had acted with re-
gard to Sir Peter de la Mare: he therefore
procured articles of accufation to be brought
againft the Bifhop, by * certain perfons
whofe names are not tranfmitted down to
us, for divers crimes committed by him
during his adminiftration of affairs: thefe

*were exhibited againft him about the be-
gmnmg of the next Michaelmas term; and
are in fubftance as follows *.

1. That after the peace was made with
France, the Bifhop of Winchefter had the
difpofal and management of all the King’s
revenues, both at home and beyond fea,
with all the fubfidies granted by Parlia-
ment, and the fums received for the ran-
foms of the King of France, of the country

. ® ¢ Cum ——Epifcop. Wynton. ex informatione
guorundam impofiti fuiffent articuli fublequentes,”mm—
Rymer, Feed. Vol. 7th. p. 163 & 168.

* Ibid. p. 132, 148, 163, 168.

A Ibld p. 163, &c.

f
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of Burgundy, and of the King of Scotland :
which receipts, reckoning for eight years,
during the whole time that Simon Lang-
ham late Archbifhop of Canterbury, and
John Barnet Bithop of Ely, were treafurers
of England, (namely, from the 26th day
of November 1361, to the year 1369)
amount to 1,109,600l. fterling; befides
100,000 francs received from Galeazzo
Duke of Milan, and all the King’s goods ;
which for the moft part have not been
applied to the Eroﬁt of the King and Kirg=-
dom. And when the peace had lafted ten
years, and the fecond war began, the King’s
treafury was found almoft empty, and the
King in great ftreights was forcéd to bur-
then his fubjects with fubfidies and loans:
and all this was owing to the bad manage-
ment of the faid Bifhop. ,

2. That the faid Bifhop, without régard
to God, or equity, or the laws of the
tealm, caufed Matthew de Gourney, Tho-
mas .Fog, - John S¢yntlowe, Degory Lees,
Robert D’Eues, and many others, who in
the King’s wars had behaved well againft
the enemy, to be fined\and ranfomed, to
the ineftimable damage of the King and
Kingdom, m that all the foldiers, when

| Iz they
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they heard of this mifprifion, entered into
companies, and made war in France,
which occaﬁoned the renewing of the war,
and other bad confequences.

3. That the faid Bithop being Keeper of
the Privy Seal, Chief of the Privy Council,
and Governor of the Great Council, caufed
the hoftages of the King of France, and
particularly the Dukes of Orleans, Berry,
Anjou, and Bourbon, and many. others,
to be releafed and fet at liberty, for his
own profit; tho' the late Prince of Wales
had often written, both to the King and
to the faid Bithop, to have them kept care-
fully and fecurely ; which if it had been
done, the war would not have happened.

4. That when the Governors of Por-
thieu had given timely notice of the ne-
ceflity of fending fuccours into that coun-
try to prevent the lofs of it, the faid Bifhop
put off the meflengers with words, and
took no care about it; fo that by his ne-.
gligence, in not ordering a proper remedy,
that country was loft.

5. Thatin the year 1369, John the fon
of John Boulewas, having been guilty of
acquiring lands without licence, was fined
in 100l to the King for his pardon: and

the
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the faid Bifhop caufed the fine to be leflened
by 201. as appears by the memorandum of
its enrollment,-

6. That it having appeared by an in.
quifition, that John de Kirketon had in-
truded himfelf into the caftle of Tatefhale,
the manor of Tomby, and other lands,
of which John de Dryby died pofiefled, -
and had held the faid caftle and lands for
fo long time, that the rents and profits of
them amounted to above 8,000 marks,
which ought to have been placed to the

King’s account, as the faid caftle was held

of him in chief; the faid Bifhop caufed the
King to remit all the faid rents and pro-
fits, for his own private advantage, with-
out taking or receiving any thing on that
account from the faid John de Kirketon for
the King's benefit. :

- 7. That when John de Barnet Bifhop

of Ely was treafurer of England, the faid

Bifhop of - Winchefter, by his ewn autho-
rity, and without warrant, caufed to be
taken out of the King’s treafury the fum of
10,000 marks for buying of the King’s Tal-
lies, as he affirmed ; which fum remained
in his hands two years and more, and then
he returned into the treafury for the faid
I3 fum,

-
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fum, tallies amounting to 12,500 marks, or.
thereabouts; which advantage of 2,500
marks did not anfwer to the King, as he
bought every 1001. for 251. fo that the in-
creafe and profit to the King ought to have
been 27,000 marks.

8. That® the faid Bifhop, when he was
Chancellor, by his own authority, ofteny

ufed fines, after they were enrolled, ta
be leflened, and the rolls to be rafed ; and
in particular, that of John Grey of Re-
therfeld, who made a fine with the King,
in the 41t year of his reign, of 8ol. for
licence of feoffment of certain lands and
tenements; which was paid into the ha-
naper : but the faid Bifhop, on pretence
of fome bargain between him and the faid
" John Grey, caufed the firft writing to be
cancelled, by making another writing of
the fame tenar and date, for a fine of 401,
and made the Clerk of the hanaper repay
the other 40l. to the faid John Grey, ta
the defrauding of the King.
- It is not to be expected, that at this time
much new light fhould be thrown on many
of the particulars of thefe articles ; how=

s Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 168.

ever,
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ever, a few obfervations may ferve, in a
good meafure, to explain, and fhew the de-
fign and force of the moft important of
them.

1. The firlt artlc]e is, in effect, the - very
fame that was contained in the declaration
of the Commons in the laft Parliament, and

- was diretted againft the Duke of Lancafter
and his party. The particular abufes were
then inquired into, and feveral of that party
impeached and conviéted, to the general
fatisfaction of the nation. The fame party,
now in power again, transfer the charge,
in general terms, from themfelves to the
Bifhop of Winchefter.

Befides the unreafonablenefs of charging
him with the grofs fum of the whole pub-
lic revenue of the King and Kingdom
for fo many years, and even for fome time -
before he had borne any office in the ftate;
it appears from the article itfelf, that Wyke-
ham was not properly the perfon refpon-
fible for it.” He never was Treafurer of
England, tho’ it has been affirmed by fo
many authors. Langham and Barnet, fuc-
ceffively treafurers during the time in quef-
tion, were not creatures of his, nor in -
any wife dependent upon him; but per-

I4 fons
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fons of great age and authority before he
came into any power at court; nor is it
llkely, that they fhould abfolutely and im-
phc1t1y fubmit themfe]ves to him, in the
execution of fo important an office, for
which they themfelves were folely account-
able. And Barnet was ftill living to an-
fwer for himfelf. Nelther is it at all to be
wondered, that by an expenfive. and ruin-
‘ous forelgn war of above twenty years cons
tinuance, the nation was fo cxhauﬁed and
the King fo overwhelmed with debt, as
" not to be able to recoyer themfelves in an
unfettled and 1mperfe& peace of nine years;
for it wasnd morye, even the war of Brit-
tany, and the Prince of Wales’s expedltlon'
into Spain, being reckoned as nothing in
the account. -

2. It is hard to fay what is the crime
with which the Bithop is charged in the
fecond article: nothing more appears from
it, than that he had either by his influ-
ence, or in the regular courfe of his office,
caufed the perfons therein ‘mentioned to be
punithed and fined; not furcly for their
good behaviour and fervices in the wars,
but, as we may well be allowed to fuppofe,
for fome mifdemeanour. It is granted,
' that
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that thefe gentlemen behaved well in theé
wars; but did they behave as well in time
of truce or peace? Of the firft of them,
Sir Matthew Gourney, it appears ’, that,
contrary to the exprefs command of the
King his mafter, he followed Bertrand de
Guefclin into S am, in the fervice of ‘Hen-
ry the Baftard, in the year 1366 ; and of
the fecond, Sir Thomas’ Fog, that* durmg
the truce of Bourdeaux, he made an expe-
dition under the command: of the famous
‘Sn' Robert Knolles, who was at this time
no other than an arrant freebooter. Knolles
was altually outlawed upon ‘this occafion :
after the truce was expired, he- procured s
indeed the King’s pardon, but not without
great fubmiffions to his Majefty, and pre.
fents fent to the Prince of Wales and his
brothers. _Fog muft have been in the fame
ﬁtuatxon and fo came under the defcrip-
tion, which the King in his anfwer to the
remonﬁrances of the court of France gave

* Banes, Hift. of Ed. 3d p. 675. See Rym. Feed,
Vol. 6. p. 481,

* See Barnes, p. 562 Hollingthed, Vol. 3. p. 391,
Walfingham, Hyp.” Neuftriz, ad an. 1358. Caxton,
Appendix. Polychron. p. 317.

3 nghton Col. 2620,

of
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of thefe adventurers, * that they were per—
fons outlawed, murderers and robbers, de—
Imquﬁnts againft the laws of his realm,
and .out of his protettion. Such were two
of thefe Gentlemen: and if we confider, how
common thefe pratices were at this time,
and what numbers of difbanded officers pur-
fued the fame methods of making their for=
tunes, it will not appear improbable, ‘that
the others here mentioned were offenders
in the fame way, and were defervedly pu-
nifhed -for their lawlefs behaviour. But
whatever their cafe was, it is not eafy to
fee how their punifhment, as is alledged in
the article, could be the occafion of the
fouldlers entcrmg into the Compames, and
the caufe of the war’s being renewed : nor is
it poffible to conceive, how either of thefe
events could, in- any way, even indirectly
and by confequence, be charged on the Bi~
ﬂwp of Winchefter,. Indeed nothing can
Be more certain and nutonous, than that
botlr the rifing of the companies in France,
and the rengwing of the war, were owing
to far-other caufes, and fuch as could not
bave any relation to him, or be within the

¢ Ipid. Col. 2618.
| reach
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reach of his influence, The * rifing of the
companies is to be dated as early as the truce
of Bourdeaux in the year 1357. A few
parties of this kind then formed themfelves, .
and made fome effays in their trade. But
after the peace of Bretigny, they foon grew
into regular bodies of men, and even for-
midable armies. They were made up of
difbanded fouldiers of different nations, and
were prompted by no other motive, than
their own lawlefs defires of enriching them. -
felves by plunder and rapine. They maintain.
ed themfelves a long time by ravaging the
whole country, and the only effeftual me-
thod, that France could take of getting rid
of them, was to find them employmeng
elfewhere. The Prince of Wales at laft -
took twelve thoufand of them into his fer+
vice for his Spanifh expedition, Don Pedro
was no fooner reftored by him to the
throne of Caftile, than he forgot all his .
engagements, and left him and his army
in the utmotft diftrefs, without money or
provifions. ‘The Prince was forced to melt
down all his plate to fupply his immediate
occafions, Six thoufand men of the com-

$ Froiffart, Vol. 1. chap 214, 215, 244, 246 Wik
fiogham, &c.

panica
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pamcs returned with him to Gmcnne,
where, for want of pay, they betook them-
felves to their old way of f{ubfifting on
plunder. The Prince had influence enough
over them, to prevail with them to quit
his dominions ; upon which they felf
upon the neighbouring provinees of France,
Great arrears were likewife due to his other

. troops, which obliged him to impofe new

"taxes on his fubjects of Guienne, which
occafioned their revolt. Such was the oc-
cafion of the laft rifing of the companies ;
and fuch was the immediate caufe of the
- renewing of the war with France.

3. The third article is wholly founded
on the Duke of Bourbon’s application to
the Pope on Wykeham’s behalf, an account
of which has been already given. As to
the reft of the Hoftages, the reader may
find an exalt account of their releafe, col-
leCted by Rapin from the Records publifhed
by Rymer, in which it does not appear
that Wykeham had the leaft eoncern. As

¢ to thofe here mentioned in particular, the
Duke of Orleans obtained his liberty by
ceding certain lands in Poitou to 'Fhomas

F ¢ Rym. Feed. Vol, 6. p. 467. Froiffart, Vol. 1. chap.
218 anql 249.
of
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of Woodftock, one of the King’sfons. The
Dukes of Anjou and Berry bafely abufed
the King’s generofity and indulgence; the
firft made his efcape from Calais, and the
other, hdving obtained leave of abfence
for one year, never returned ; nor did they
ever make the leaft fatisfaction for this in=
famouis breach of their oath and honour.

4. The 7 furprifing of Ponthieu by the
French was an_event . quite unexpeéted by
Edward III. The firft mtlmanon, which
he had of their defign, was given him
while the King of France’s Ambafladors
were amufing him with deceitful prefents
and empty propofals. He immediately or-
dered the Lords Percy and Nevil, and Sir
William Wyndefore, to go thither with
all expedition, with three hundred men at
arms and one thoufand archers. = They
‘had gotten as far as Dover, and were ready
to embark; when news came, that the
French had taken the City of Abbeville, as
was determined before by private agreement
between them and the inhabitants, who
opened their gates to them. The fame
day they made themfelves mafters of the

7 Froiffart, Vol. 1. chap. 251, 252, Walfingham,
Barnes, p. 737, &c. ' )
reft
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reft of the towns of Ponthieu, and fo the
whole country was loft at once. The whole
~ circumftances of this affdir put it beyond
all doubt, that there was really no neglect
in fending fuccours to Ponthieu, upon the
firft notice of the defigns of the French,
thargeable upon any one, much lefs upon
the Bithop of Winchefter,

5, and 6. Thefe feem to be nothing
more than common inftances of the King’s
generofity, perverted into articles of ac-
cufation againft the Bifhop, and are in
themfelves of no great importance.

7- The feventh article may perhaps re«
quire fome explanation. Thefe Tallies
were receipts or fecurities given to the
King’s Creditors for Sums of money bor-
rowed. - The treafury was fo exhaufted by
the wars, and the King’s credit fo low,
that the Creditors at laft fold their Tallies,
or fecurities for the fums owed to them, at
great difcount. The Bifhop is charged
with having bought up the King's debts
with the King’s money, and for his profit;
at a difcount of 75 per cent. or for one
fourth ; and with not having returned the
.whole profit to the treafury. Asto the
fat itfelf, and the cucumﬁances of it, no-

thing -
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thing can now be faid ; but this charge
plainly appears to have been defigned as a
recrimination upon the Bifhop, with re-
fpet to the third article of inquiry, exhi«
bited by the Commons in the Iate Parlia- -
ment. N '

8 Whether this laft article was at firft
exhibited againft Wykeham, together with
the foregoing, or was produced afterward,
when the former were found deficient in
proof, it does not appear. The foregoing
articles * and this- are found feparate the
one from the other, and in two diftinct
patents of pardon : the firft eontaining a
remiffion and full acquittal of the feven
firft articles, of which rio proof had ever
been made, and upon which no judgement
was ever given againft him; the fecond
reciting the laft article only, upon which
folely and feparately judgement had- been

given, that his temporalties thould be feized

into the hands of the King, and remit-
ting all the penalties and the confequen-
ces of this judgement. This, however,
we may with certainty conclude, that the -
firft feven articles were dropped, and came

% See Rymﬁ*?‘ckq‘ Vel. 7. p. 163 and 168. -
7 to
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to nothing, as unfupported by any proof
or evidence: His temporaltles were ads
judged to be feized into the K.mgs hands;
folely upon the charge containted mn the laft
Article. So that this mighty aecufation;
which fet out with a charge of above a mil-
lion, foon dwindled into a bufinefs of forty
pounds. Upon which article I fhall only
obferve, that the whole tranfa@ion feems

. to have been carried on openly; and with-

out any endeavour to keep it a fecret ; that
the Chancellor is not charged with having
made any profit to himfelf from it, the
whole fum refunded having been paid to
the Lord Grey ; and that all that appears
to be exceptionable in his condut is the
feeming irregularity of the proceeding, of
which, we may prefume; hls encmies took
their advantage.

The Bithop of Winchefter * was heard
upon thefe articles before a certain num-
ber of Bithops and Lords, and others of
the Privy Council, affigned by the King
for this purpofe, about the middle of No-
vember. And in confequence of the

~ judgement given by them upon the laft ar-

* See Rym. Faed. Vol, 7. p. 132, 148 ;
) . ticle
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ticle alone, -as I have juft now mentioned,
Writs * were iffued from the Exchequer,
dated the 17th of the fame month, to the
Sheriffs of the feveral counties concerned,
ordering .them to feize into the King’s
hands the Temporalties of the Bifhoprick
of Winchefter. The Bifhop * was ordered
to attend again at Weftminfter, for a far-
ther examination on January the 2oth
following : but this was afterwards pro-
rogued to an uncertain day, at the King’s
plealure ; nor was he ever after brought to
a hearing on this occafion.’

. The feizing the Temporalties was no
uncommon mark of the King’s difpleafure,”
in cafes where a prelate had offended him,
tho' he was not regularly convitted of
any crime or mifdemeanour. Nothing
more, perhaps, was meant in the prefent
cafe, by the determination of the Lords
of the Council. To mortify the Bifhop
ftill farther, he ® was forbidden, in the
King’s name, to come within twenty miles

' MS. Rym. R. 2. Vol. 1. N° 22, from Rot. Clauf.
1. R. 2. pars unica. M. 20.

* See Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 132,

3 Parker, &c. By the Duke of Lancafter in the
King's name; fays the anthor of MS. Harleian, N° 6217.

Chap. 135.
K of
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of the Court. It may be queftioned,

* whether the King had any knowledge of

this prohibition in which his name was
made ufe of ; however, all agree that the

Duke of Lancafter was the real author

of it.

The Bifhop received this prohibition
about the middle of December, and upon
it immediately left * his palace at South-
~wark. He ° retired to the Monaftery of
Merton, where, for the moft part, he
continued during the next month ; and af-
- terwards he paffed fome time in the Abby
of Waverly near Farnham. I find 7 indeed
that he was at Southwark again on the 4th
of January, but he made no ftay there at
all. Poffibly he might have leave to go
thither, in order to make fome neceffary
preparation for his defence at his fecond
hearing : for it was not till three or four
days after this, that he reccived the King’s

-+ This doubt feems to be infinuated by the Convo-
cation in their petition in behalf of the Bifhop of Win-
chefter; ¢« Defenduz lui feuft, come depar notre Seig-
¢« neur le Roy, len luy dlfmt,” the whole of whxch
fee below.

s Some time between the 11th and 19th of .Decem-
ber. Regift. Wykeham.
¢ Regift. Wykeham.

7 1bid. part 1. fol. 8o.

letters,
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letters, by which it was prorogued to a
farther day.

In this fituation were the Bifhop of
Winchefter’s affairs, when the Parliament
was opened on the 27th of January. His
great adverfary the Duke of Lancafter had
re-eftablifhed his power at court beyond
all oppofition, and had fo effectually ex-
erted it in protecting his friends and op-
prefling his enennes, that the Parliament,
deﬁrous of gaining his favour, or afraid of
incurring his difpleafure, met in general

‘ready to comply with him in all his mea-

fures, and prepared to at as he fhould

diret them. The whole proceedings there-
fore of this Parliament tended ® to reverfe
and difanull all that had been done in op-
pofition to the Duke and his party in the
laft. Itis affirmed, ° that the Duke of Lan-
cafter had procured the members of this
Parliament to be eleCted at his pleafure,
and almoft all thofe, that had oppofed him -
in the laft Parliament, to be excluded :
that Sir Thomas Hungerford, chofen
Speaker of this Parliament, and the firft
upon record in that office, was an inti-

* Walfingham. *® Stow. & MS. Harleian. N° 6217.
Chap. 19,
K 2 mate
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mate friend of the Duke’s, and his Steward
that a few of Sir Peter de la Mare's
friends, who, notwithftanding the Duke
of Lancafter’s influence exerted againft
them, were returned to this Parliament,
ufed their utmoft endeavours, that he might
be allowed to give his anfwer to the mat-
ters laid to his charge, but could not pre-
vail : and that when one of them in par-
ticular ftill urged this motion, he was fi-
Tenced with threats, that it might coft him
his life, if he perfifted in it.

The Commons * having granted the fub-
fidies, petitioned the King, that in confide-
ration of the year of his Jubilee, the Fiftieth
~ of his reign juft now completed, he would be
gracioufly pleafed to grant an act of gene-
ral pardon to his fubjects of all crimes
committed before the beginning of the faid
year, as he had done at the Fiftieth year
of his age. To this petition the King gave
his confent.  The only perfon excepted out
of this general pardon was the Bifhop of
Winchefter, in the following words of the
Statute: < But always it is the Kynge’s
“ mind, that Sir * William Wykeham By-

| “ thop

* Rot. Parl. 51. Ed. IIL
> A common title given formerly to Clergymen of
alt
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« thop of Wyncheﬁer'fhall nothing enjoye
« of the faid graces, graunts, and pardons,

“ nor in no wife be comprifed within the
« fame*.”

The Duke of Lancafter having procured
the Bithop of Winchefter to be particu-
larly excepted out of the A& of Grace,
was no lefs careful to fecure his friends,
who had been condemned in the laft Parlia-
ment, by particular ats of pardon granted
to each by the King upon petitions of the
Commons. The Lord Latimer’s pardon

he

all degrees. See Rym. Feed. Vol. 6. p. 86. and the
Dramatis Perfonz of many of Shakefpeare’s plays. *Tis
in the Original Record Sire Willm. de Wykeham. Rot.
Parl. s1. Ed. 3. tit. 24.

3 Statute §1. Ed. 3. intitled. by miftake in all the
printed Statute Books 50 Ed. 3. As this miftake is the
pringipal caufe of the great confufion, that runs through
all the accounts of this part of Wykeham’s Hiftory, ’tis
neceffary to clear it up beyond all doubt. The aét of
general pardon, granted on occafion of Edward the 3d’s
Jubilee, was made in the laft Parliament of his reign,
held at Weftminfter, Quinden. Hillarii, that is, Jan.
27th, in which Richard Prince of Wales {at in the King’s
place by commiffion, the King being ill. Sece Cotton’s
Abridg. p. 144, 146, 152. The sift of Ed. 2. began
Jan. 24¢h (Rym. Feed. Vol. 4. p. 243.) three days be-
fore the meeting of the Parliament; which therefore
is rightly intitled 51 Ed. 3. in the Parliament Rolls, and
byall the Hiftorians. . But the 5oth year of his reign was
seally the year which the King called his Jubilee, and

. K3 - the
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he had before obtained of the King, yet
thought it proper to have it renewed in
this more folemn manner in Parliament,
In the like manner Alice Perrers, Richard
Lyons, and fome others to the number of

the late Parliament mentioned it asfuch. See Cotton,
Abridg. p. 129. The reafon why they did not then peti-
tion for a general patdon, was becaufe it was not agree-
able to the feverity of their proceedings: it fuited in-
tirely with the defigns of the next Parliament, who
under the influence of the Duke of Lancafter, made it
their bufinefs to reverfe all the judgements paflfed on
the dclinquents in the preceding Parliament. The aét
of general pardon itfelf mentions the goth year of the
King’s reign as the occafion of its being granted; and
in the preamble it is faid, * Forafmuch as this year
¢ is rightfully the year of his Jubilee;” which in-
. accuracy of expreffion was the caufe of the miftake in
the title. The fame inaccuracy may be obferved in 3
Record in Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 136. where the King
fpeaks of the pardon granted in an. regni 50™°, an
afterwards dates it, in prafenti noftro Jubilzo. 1§ Feb,
an. reg. 51. But in another Record of the fame date
(ibid.) he fays more accurately, that fhe pardon was
granted ¢ nuper dum regiminis reg. noftri Anglie an-
¢ nus completus effet somus:” and the Chancellor, in
his fpeech, opening the Parliament, ¢ ce eft I'an. 50
““ de fon regne accompli, qu'eft I'an” Jubilee.”—

Rot. Parl. 51. Ed. 3.: and in Wykeham’s pardon
1. R. 2. itis faid, that he was excepted out of the general
pardon granted in the laft Parliament of Edward the 3d.
This miftike in the date of the printed Statute has
milled the Hiftorians, who accordingly refer it to the
year before: and hence it is, that they make Wyke-
ham’s troubles to have lafted two years; whereas really
the whole affair was but of little more than feven
months continuance, ' ‘

. feven,
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feven, were by the King, upon fo many
petitions of the Commons, reftored to their
former eftates, and the judgements given
againft them in the laft Parliament were
reverfed, as having been obtained by falfe -
fuggeftions, and without due procefs.
While on the other hand the Bifhop of
Winchefter, without due procefs, before
he had been allowed a full hearing, or any
thing, "as far as appears, had been proved
againft him, was deprived of his Tempo-
ralties, and excluded from Parliament.
- Tho’ the Bifhop had received * no writ
- of fummons to Parliament from the King,
yet he was * regularly fummoned to Convo-
" cation, by the Archbifhop of Canterbury’s
mandate, executed by the Bithop of Lon-
don. The Clergy met in Convocation
on the 3d of February. Asfoon * as the
King’s meflage was delivered to the houfe,
fetting forth the neceffity of his affairs, and
defiring a fuitable fubfidy, William Court-
ney Bithop of London ftood up, and made
a grievous complaint of many injuries done
to himfelf and the Bifhop of Winchefter,

3 There is none in Regift. Wykeham.
4 Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b fol. 3.
s Pagker, Wharton de Epilcopis London. p. 137.

K4 : of



16 THE LIFE OF

of which he exhibited to the houfe a par‘
ticular account in writing; and begged
them not to confent to any fubfidy, till
fatisfaction fhould be made to the parties
injured. The whole houfe, in a manner,
fcconded the Bifhop of London’s motion,
as far as it regarded the Bithop of Win-
chefter; and ¢ addx efling themf{elves to the
Archbifhop of Canterbury as their head,
declared, that they looked upon the pro-
ceedings againft the Bifhop of Winchefter
as an injury done to the whole body of
the Clergy, and an infringement of the
liberties of the Church ; that they would
in no wife enter upon the bufinefs pro-
pofed to them, till all the members of the
Clergy were united; that as it concerned
all, 1t ought to be approved of all. - The
Archbifhop, being of the Duke of Lancaf-
ter's party, or  afraid of offending him,
would have declined meddling with their
fuit: but they perfifted fo firmly in their
refolution, that he 7 was obliged to pro-
rogue the Convocation, and wait upon the
King with a reprefentation of their grie-

¢ Elfyng’s Method of holding Parliaments, chap 7.
Stow. MS. Harleian, N° 6217. Chap 21,
7 Parker.

vances,
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vances. The King took time to confider
more particularly of their petitions, and
difmiffed the Archbifhop with a promife in
general terms, that all the matters com-
plained of thould be redrefled. '

Among thefe petitions of the Convoca-
tion, that which relates to the Bithop of
Winchefter is exprefled in the followmg
terms”® ;

“ As to what concerns the Bifhop of
# Winchefter, that the things under-
« written, which are attempted againft
“ him, may be duly redrefled. In the
« firft place, that the Temporalties of his
“ Church, without fufficient confent and
« affent of thofe to whom it pertaineth,
« and whofe aflent is required in this be-
“ half, have been taken into.the hands of
* the King: and moreover, befides that
“ he hath no- where to lay his head in
« the temporal manors of his Church, he
¢ hath been forbidden, as by command
“ of our Lord the King, fo he was in-
“ formed, to make his abode in feveral
 monafteries, priories, and other places

* Rot. P;zril s1. Ed. 3. tit. 85. and Wilkins, Con-
clia Mag. Brit, Vol. III. p. 104,
N ({4 of
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¢ of his diocefe, foundation, and patron-
¢« age: by which caufes the faid Bifhop
¢ fuffcreth great grievances, the jurifdic-
¢ tion of Holy Church is infringed, and
« the execution of his paftoral office in
« divers manners interrupted.”

This petition is the only one to
which the King, after having confidered
of them, did not vouchfafe to give any
anfwer. However the ® Convocation main-
tained their refolution with fuch fteadinels,
that the Archbifhop could get nothing done
in the King’s bufinefs, without fending for
the Bifthop of Winchefter. He returned to
Southwark on this occafion *, about the
middle of February. He took his place in
Convocation, and * was received by the
whole affembly with all poffible marks of
relpect and reverence.

9 Parker, Elfyng. ibid.
® Bctween the r4th and 18th. Regift. Wykeham,
And it appears that he was prefent at granting the fub-
fidy, ibid. part 3. b. fol. 6.
* Parker. ¢ He came to London with a {mall num-
*¢ ber of fervaunts, who before tyme was thought to
¢ excell all other in multitude of fervaunts. He was
* joyfully receaved of hys felowe Byfhopps, & as be-
¥ came fuch a perfon, greatly honored.” MS. Har-
leian. N° 6217, Chap. 2I.
The

L am
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.The feflion of Parliament ended on Fe-
bruary the 23d, and *that of Convocation
about a week after. The Bifhop of Win-
chefter {till continued * at Southwark, tho’
the late remonftrances of the Clergy feem
to have had but little effet jn bringing his
affairs nearer to an accommodation with
the court. 'The King, inftead of reftoring
his Temporalties, foon ° after made a grant
of them to his Grandfon Richard, in part
of payment of four thoufand marks a year,
which he had fettled on him at the time of
his creating him Prince of Wales, and de-
daring him heir apparent of the Crown.
This ¢ was fuppofed to have been done by
the Duke of Lancafter, with a defign to
take off fomething of the odioufnefs of his
proceedings againit the Bifhop, and to make
himfelf a little more popular in the nation,
by this inftance of good will towards the
young Prince.

Some time after this an affair happened,
which ferves to difcover to us, what were the

3 Wake’s State of the Church, p. 304.

* Regift. Wykeham,

s Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 142. ‘This grant is dated
¥5 Martii, 1376-7.

¢ Parker, Stow. MS. Harleian. N° 62:7 Chap Is.

general
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general fentiments of the people with regard
to the Bithop of Winchefter and his cafe.
The 7 Archbithop of Canterbury and the
Bithop of London, being commiffioned by
the Pope to proceed againft Wickliff, whofe
opinions began now to prevail, cited him
to appear before them in the Church of St.
Paul London, and to anfwer to the articles
of herefy laid to his charge. Wickliff ap-
peared, accompanied by the Duke of Lan -
cafter and his triend the Lord Percy, who
had undertaken his protetion, chiefly in
oppofition to the Bifthops and Clergy. A
_prodigious concourfe of people was ga-
thered together to hear his examination :
but this was prevented by a quarrel which
~arofe between the two Lords and the Bi-
fhop of London. The Duke of Lancaf-
ter at laft ufing fome threatening expref-
fions to the Bithop, the people were fo

? Walfingham, Stow, Fox, &c. Fox, and the reft
of the Hiftorians who follow him, are miftaken, in mak-
ing this aftair happen in February, and while the Par-
lament was fitting. The Pope’s Bulle ta the Arch-
bithop of Canterbury and Bifhop of London is dated the
22d of May, 1377. Wilkins’s Concilia, Vol. 3. p. 116.
So that it could not have happened many days before
the death of Edward III.—The author of MS. Har-
leizn. N> €217, fays with the reft, that it was on the
22d of February.

exceed-
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exceedingly offended and enraged againtt *
him, that he found it neceffary to make

- hisretreat as foon as he could, with Lord

Percy and Wickliff. Upon a furmife, that
the Duke defigned to make fome attempt
upon the liberties of the City of Lendon,
the people affembled together again af-
terwards in great multitudes: they affanlted
the Duke’s palace of the Savoy, they ufed
his name with all forts of indignities, and
hung up his arms reverfed, as a traytor’s,
in the principal ftreets of the city. 'Twas
fuppofed, that they would have murdered
the Duke if they had met with him; and
they would celtalnly have fet fire to his
palace, had it not been for the Bifhop of
London, who came thither on purpofe to
appeafe them. The Duke himfelf, asfoon
asthe news of the riot was brought to him,
asshe was at dinner with a particular friend.
ofhis, a merchant in the city, immediately
fled for his fafety to the Princefs of Wales,
who was then at Kennington with her fon
Richard. The Princefs, upon this, fent
three Gentlemen of her court to perfuade
the people, in her name, to defit from
their violent proceedings. They returned
anfiwer to her, that out of the refpect which

they
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they bore to her Highnefs, they would do
whatfoever fhe commanded; but, at the
fame time, required the meflengers to de-
mand of the Duke of Lancafter, that he
would fuffer the Bifhop of Winchefter and
Sir Peter de la Mare to be brought to their
anfwer, and be judged by their peers, ac-
cording to the laws of England.

From this incident we may conclude,
that the people looked upon the Bithop of
Winchefter, as a perfon unjuftly opprefled
by the exorbitant power of the Duke of
. Lancafter®; not in the odious light of a
wicked minifter of ftate, defervedly called

% ¢ Circa idem tempus Dux Lancaftriz perfecutus
¢ eft graviter Epifcopum Wynton. dicens eum falfum
« fuifle patri fuo dum effet ejus Cancellarius, unde ni-
¢ mis rigorofe immo & injufte magna fumma pecuniz
<« condempnatus erat Domino Regi.” Continuator Po-
lychronici. MS. Lambeth. N° 104. ¢ The Duke la-
‘¢ bored againft William Wikam byfhopp of Wynchef-
¢ ter, fekynge a knott in a rufhe,- & taikyng all occa-
¢ fion by all wayes and meanes he poflibly colde
“ to indamage hym: at laft amongft other thyngs
¢ that he had objefted againft hym, he charged
¢ hym to have bene falffe unto the' Kynge, att what
“ tyme he was lorde chaunceler: & althoughe
¢¢ the byfhopp in declaration of hys innocencye was
*¢ ready to brynge furth for hym felffe both fufficient
¢ reafons & wytnefles, yet notwithftandynge he caufed
*“ hym to be -condemned without makynge anfweare.”
MS, Harleian, N° 6217. Chap, 15.

8 to
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to account for a corrupt adminiftration.
He had been appointed one of the Council
by petition of Parliament, when the Duke
of Lancafter’s friends were removed, on
the motion of Sir Peter de la Mare: his
caufe was united with that of Sir Peter de
laMare in the favour and attention of the
people : the Duke of Lancafter’s indignation
fell upon both of them at the fame time ; he-
continued to perfecute and opprefs them
together; and they were both at the fame
time releafed from his oppreflion. The
caufe of offence, therefore, was, in all pro-
bability, the fame in both: namely, their.
zeal for the public good, and their fteady
adherence to the Prince of Wales’s intereft’
in the parliament of 1376, in oppofition to
the Duke of Lancafter’s party and his fuf-
pefted defigns. This is the only reafonable
method of accounting for the Duke’s re-
fentment, that can be colletted from the
drcumftances of the whole affair. The?

old

s ¢« Hoc anno circa idem tempus di¢tus Dux Lan-
« caftrize contra Epifcopum Winton. vehementer com-
“ motus ipfum profequi totis viribus conabatur, eo
“ quod, ficut dicebatur, Domino Regi Patri illius
“ fuggeffit, quod Regina quondam uxor ipfius dictum
“ Ducem in utero fuo nunquam portavit, fed fuppofuit

‘¢ eum
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old ftory of Wykecham’s alledging, upoti
the confeffion and according to the direc—
tions of Queen .Philippa, that the Duke of
Lancafter was ra" fuppofititious child, and
not her’s and the King’s'{fon, which has
been fo often told to this purpofe, is in all
parts of it fo very incredible, that it de-
ferves little more notice, than to obferve
only ; that the author, whoever he was, who
firft gave out this ftory, feems to have been

e 4~ o+ - .  convinced,"

-

;. PR

¢ eum pro filio; quod ob timorem Regis celavit, fed
¢ antc mortem fuam, ut-idem Epifcopus ut dicitur de-
 buit afferuiffe, [leg. afferuifle dicitur, ut debuit,]
“ {ibi fatebatur, & el injunxit, quod [ut] hoc domino
¢ fuo. cum videret opportunum, monftraret, [mandaret ]
¢« propter quod idem Dux, fingens colorem eum pro-
% jequendi, impofuit fibi, quod fuit falfus patri fuo.
¢ modis diverfis, quando ipfius extitit Cancellarius ;
¢ unde erat regiin magna fumma pecuniz condemp-
“ natus, pro qua condempnatione in manus regis om-
“ nia ejus temporalia erant capta, nec fibi ante mortem
¢ regis fuerant reftituta : & licet totus Clerus .& tota
¢ Communitas preces funderent pro eifdem, non ta-
¢ men fuerunt exauditi.”” J. Malverne continuatio Chro-
nici6Ranulphi. MS. Coll. Corp. Chrift. Cantab. ad an.
1376.

The fame ftory is quoted in the fame words, except
the various readings above inferted, by Wharton. Ang.
Sacr. Vol. 1. p. 318. as from the Monk of Evefham, a

_continuator of the Polychronicon. J. Malverne and
the Monk of Evetham are then the fame perfons, orone
of them copied the other. I think the firft moft pro-
bable, from Malverne’s giving a long and particular ac-

count
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vinced, that the Bithop of Winchefter, in
fome way or other, oppofed the Duke of
Lancafter’s defigns upon the Crown, and
to have furnifhed the circumitances, either
from his own invention, or from fome idle
report, which, how ridiculous foever, might
yet poflibly have gained fome belief among
the ignorant and credulous vulgar.
Nothing

count of the troubles brought upon the Abby of Evetham
by the Earl of Warwick’s tenants. Fox quotes for it,
Chron. Monafterii D. Albani, or Hift. Monachi D. Albani,
ex accommodato D. Matth. A. Ep. Cant. However,
this MS. of J. Malverne is the only one among A. Bp.

Parker’s in Bennet Coll. Library, which contains the -

particulars which Fox relates as from the Chron. Albani;
and the title of the MS. is in a later hand than the MS.
itfelf; as I am informed by a learned friend, who favoured
me with the extraéts from it. Perhaps the prefent Title

may have been added fince Fox made ufe of it. Asto

the, ftory itfelf, it is ta be obferved, that the Duke of
Lancafter was the feventh child of Edward III by Queen
Phillippa, the fourth fon ; of whom only the fecond fon
and the third daughter died in theif infancy. Thisis
{ufficient to deftroy the whole foundation of this ftory :

for, can we fuppofe, that in thefe circumftances, the -

King could be very defirous of another fon, or theQueen
under any temptation to impofe one upon him ? Fox
and others after him, without any warrant from their
author, have related it as an invention and a mere {lander
of Wykeham’s. ‘Taking it in thislight, can we poffibly
fuppofe, that Wykeham, tho’ he were wicked enough,
-yet could be fo weak, asin fo delicate 2 bufinefs, and to
his extreme hazard, to invent and utter {o- incredible

and fo abfurd a flory 2 But, that no fuch ftory was, at
L that
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Nothing more was done in the Bifhop
of Winchefter’s affair till the 18th of June
following, when the ' King reftored to
him his Temporaltics, in confideration of
his having undertaken, in the prefence of
the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Lan-
cafter, and others of the Privy Council, -
certain burthens in relief of the King, and
for the defence of his kingdom : namely,
he was to fit out upon the fea three fhips
of war, in each fhip fifty men at arms,
and fifty archers, for one quarter of a
year, at fuch wages as were ufually paid
by the King, but the King was to pay the
wages of the mariners: and in cafe fuch
voyage fhould not take place, he was to pay
to the King the fum to which the wages
of the faid three hundred men by reafonable
computation fhould amount. His fponfors

that time, uttered or invented, is ftill farther probable,
from the Duke of Lancafter’s filence with regard to it:
when he made his complaint in Parliament of the reports,
that had been fpread concerning him, imputing to him
trealonable defigns, he faid not a word relating to any
fuch report as this, tho’ more manifeftly injurious to
him, and more highly provoking, and as much of na-
tional concern as the others. The fame ftory is told
in MS. Harleian. N° 6217, Chap. 15.

' Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 143, 149, 168. and MS.
Rym. R.2.Vol. 1. N° 22.

for
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for the due performance of thefe articles,
were Edmund de Mortimer Earl of March,
Richard Earl of Arundell, and Thomas
de Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, then
prefent in Council. Thefe were three of the
moft confiderable Lords in the kingdom ;
and ’tis highly probable, that it was- by
their powerful interceffion, that the Bifhop
obtained the reftitution of his Temporal-
“ties. "It has besn faid, that he procured
* this grant, by purchafing Alice Perrers’s
good offices with the King in his favour,
by a large fum of money in hand, and
larger promifes of future fervices; and that
the gained this point for him, very much
againft the inclinations of her friend-the
Duke of Lancafter. * This has been ad-
vanced without any other foundation of
- proof, or colour of probability, than the
fuppofed influence of this Lady with the
King, by fome late writers, at a time when,
as it could not poffibly be verified, fo nei- |
ther could it eafily be confuted.

* MS. Harleian, N° 6217, Chap. 28, contains the
very fame account. Of the age of this author, and con-
fequently of the credit due to him with regard to fuch
a piece of fecret hiftory, I cannot pretend to give any
pofitive judgement.

L2 On
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On the 21t of June, 1377, died Ed-
ward III.  And thus the Bifhop of Win-
chefter had the fatisfattion of being, in
- {fome meafure, reftored to the favour of
this excellent prince, his great patron and
benefactor, a few days before his death:
if he may be fuppofed ever to have for-
feited it ; which he certainly did not, till
the King himfelf had, in a manner, loﬁ
his own liberty.

Upon the acceffion of Richard II. to the
Throne, all difficulties with regard to the
Bifthop of Winchefter’s affairs ceafed im-
mediately ; which gives us a farther pre-
fumption, that Alice Perrers had no hand
in removing them, for her power was now
at an end. He was * fummoned to attend
at the King’s Coronation, by the King’s
writ, dated June the 26th; and accord-
ingly aflifted # at that ceremony on the
'15th of July. His pardon * paflfed the
Privy Seal on the 31ft of the fame month,
as foon as a thing of this nature, at fuch a
time, could well be difpatched. ’Tis con-
ceived in the fulleft and moft extenfive

3 Regilt. Wykeham, part 4. fol. 15.
* Rym. Feed. Vol 7. p. 157.
$ Ibid. p. 163, &c. -

| terms
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terms poflible, as ® Lord Coke has particu- .
larly obferved. It recites, in the firft place,

the firft feven articles of accufation, which

we have already given; and then fets forth,

that the King, reflefting upon the great
damages and hardfhips that the Bithop of
Winchefter hath fuftained, on occafion of
the faid impeachment ; and revolving in his
mind the many acceptable, ufeful, and
laudable ' fervices, which the faid Bifhop,
with great labour and expence, hath long
performed for his Grandfather, 'the many
high offices which he hath held under his
Grandfather and Father, and the fpecial
affection and fincere love which his Father,
while he lived, always bore towards the
faid Bifhop ; out of his fpecial favour, and
with his certain knowledge, and alfo by
advice and confent of his Uncle the Duke
of Lancafter and other Prelates and Lords
of his Council, remits and pardons all the
aforefaid articles, and all other crimes and

¢ «¢ The moft large and beneficial pardons by Letters
¢ Patents, which we have read and do remember, were
‘¢ that to William Wickham Bithop of Winchefter (for
¢¢ good men will never refufe God and the King's par-
¢ don, becaufe every man doth often offend both of
o them) and that other to Thomas Woolfey Cardinal ;
¢ which are learnedly and largely penned ”? 3Inﬂit.
chap. 105.

L3 ' offences,



150 THE LIFE OF

offences whatfoever in the ampleft terms,
and in the fulleft manner, the exception
of the faid Bifhop in the A& of Grace
_pafled in the laft Parliament of the late
King, and all other ftatutes to the contrary
notwithftanding: concluding with a claufe
to this effet; ¢ Willing that all men
¢ fhould know, that, although we have
« granted to the Bithop of Winchefter the
¢ faid pardons and graces, neverthelefs we
¢ do not think the faid Bifhop to be in
¢« anywife chargeable, in the fight of God,
¢« with any of the matters thus by us par-
« doned, remitted, or releafed unto him,
« but do hold him to be, as to all and
“« every of them, wholly innocent and
« guiltlefs.”

By an inftrument 7 under the Privy Seal,
likewife of the fame date, which firft re-
cites the eighth article of accufation, as
exprefled above, in confequence of which
his Tempmaltxes were fcized, the King
grants him a full remiflion of all the bur-
thens before mentioned,which were impofed
on him upon the reftitution of his Termpo-
ralties ; pardons and releafes him from all
matters contained in the faid articles; and

7 Rym., Feed. ibid. p: 168. .
: gracioufly
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gracioufly remits and grants unto him all
fuch profits and revenues of the faid Tem-
poralties, as were due to himfelf, then
Prince of Wales, and not paid at the time
of the reftitution. However, the lofs fuf-
tained by the Bifhop, in this affair, is*®
faid, in the whole to have amounted to
10000 marks.

3

3 MS. Coll. Wint.
i
Le THE
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM.

S ECTION V.

Civil affairs during the former part of the
Reign of Richard the Second.

YKEHAM, as we have feen,

even in the reign of Edward the

Third, firmly eftablifhed in the efteem and
affection of the King, and fupported by
the favour of the people, yet could not
fecure himfelf againft the malice of his
enemies, or more properly, againft the re-
fentment of one great man, whom, in de-
fence of a moft juft and honourable caufe,
~ and
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and from a principle of gratitude and loy-
alty, he had dared to oppofe.: One in his
high ftation, and that had long borne fo
ditinguifhed a part in public affairs, muft
have found it a much more difficult tafk
to at with honour and dignity, and to
carry himfelf fteadily and fafely, through
the unhappy reign of Richard the Second.
The former part of which was fubjett to
all the inconveniencies of a minority; un-
- {fettled meafules, divided counfels, i1l ma-
nagement in the revenues, continual loffes
abroad, and dangerous feditions at home :
and what was of greater confequence than
all, fo little care was taken of the King’s
education, (for he feems to have been not
at all deficient in his natural endowments)
that when he was of age the ftate of af-
fairs became in his hands much worfe
than before. The latter part was fpent
in a hazardous contention between two
violent parties: the King, encouraged by
his favourites and flatterers, avowing his
endeavours to eftablifh himfelf in an un-
limited power; and his oppofers openly
! threatening him with the example of his

_ * Rot, Parl. 21, R. 2. tit. 47.
i o great
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great grandfather Edward the Second.
The event was fatal, firft to the King's
minilters, afterward to the chiefs of the
popular party, and laftly, to the King
himfelf : and the confequence was a moft
bloody civil war, that in the next age, for
many years, continued to lay wafte the na-
tion, and almoft utterly extirpated the Royal
Family. Wykeham conduéted himfelf
through thefe dangerous times, with that
wifdom and caution which might be ex-
pected from one of his great experience;
fo as to maintain himfelf always in credit
and in a due degree of favour with the
King, at the fame time  that he ftood
high in the efteem and confidence of thc
people.

The Duke of Lancafter was fenﬁble,
that his late violent proceedings and im-
perious behaviour had rendered him ex-

tremely odious to the whole nation. His

defigns upon the Crown, if he ever really en-
tertained them, he muft have relinquifhed
fome time ago; but ftill he had very fair
pretenfions to the ProteCtorfhip during the
minority of the King. In the beginning

R;he new. reign therefore he ufed his

oft endeavours to recover, if poffible,
the
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the credit he had loft, and to fhew: him-
felf in a more popularlight. * A few days
before, he had offended the city of Lon-
don more than ever, by turning out the
Mayor and Aldermen, and appointing
others in their places, on occafion of the
late riot. He now, by the young King’s
mediation, and with the beft grace he
could, immediately reconciled himfelf to
the City : and in the cavalcade of the King
and his Court through London the fame
day, the Duke and his friend the Lord
Percy, (who had been engaged with him int
the fame quarrel) being at the head of
the guards, the firft as hxg‘l Steward, the
- latter  as Marfhal of England, to make
way for the King; they both of them
ftudied to behave themfelves towards the
citizens of all ranks, in the moft oblig-
ing and courteous manner, addreffing
‘them with the utmoft condefcenfion and
familiarity, and giving them all poflible -
demontftrations of the fincereft regard and
friendfhip. Sir Peter de la Mare * was
immediately releafed from his imprifon-
ment in Nottingham Caftle, with great

* Walfingham, Stow.
3 Wyalfingham, Hyp. Neuft.
: . marks

1
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marks of honour ; the Bifhop of Winchef«
ter’s pardon was ordered to be expedited
with all difpatch; both probably at the
Duke of Lancafter’s motion, at leaft not
without his concurrence. Yet all this af-
fetation of popularlty had very little ef-
fe€t in removing the impreflions, which his
former behaviour had left upon the minds
" of all orders of men. And when, imme-
diately after the Coronation, the admini-
ftration of affairs during the minority

came to be fettled in a great council of the

Lords and Prelates, inftead of naming the

Duke of Lancafter fole Protetor, they *:

conftituted a Council or Regency, confift-
ing of twelve perfons of different eftates,
without fo much as admitting him into the
number.

The Duke of Lancafter could not dif-
femble his difguft upon this occafion: he

defired * the King’s leave to retire from
Court, and went to his Caftle of Kenil- "

worth; profefling however, before he went,
that, in cafe his affiftance fhould be wanted,

* Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 161. Confirmed by Letters
Patent, July 20, 1377, Ibid.
s Walflingham. ‘

he

e
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he would attend his Majefty with a larger
train than any Nobleman in the kingdom,
and fhould be always ready to promote
his honour and fervice. His friend the
Lord Percy, now earl of Northumber-
land,” exprefled likewife his refentment
upon this occafion, and refigned his ftaff
of Marfhal, which he had obtained by the
Duke’s favour.

Soon °© afterwards the Parliament met,
not at all more favourably difpofed towards
the Duke of Lancafter; and he was not
now in fuch power, as to awe them into a
compliance with his will. The 7 firft ftep
the Commons took, was to choofe for their
Speaker Sir Peter de La Mare, the great
Patriot of the Good Parliament; who, on
that account, had been thrown into prifon,
and, contrary to all law, confined there a
whole year, by the oppreflive power of
the Duke of Lancafter. And ® agreeably
to this beginning, they proceeded to give
ample teftimony of their approbation of
what was done in that Parliament, the bu-
finefs of which they in a manner refumed;

6 Otober 13, 1377.
7 Rot. Parl. 1.R. 2.
¢ Walfingham, Stow.

and
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and of their diflike of the contrary mea-
fures of the laft Parliament, which they
in feveral inftances reverfed. They peti-
tioned %, that the King and Lords would
name, in Parliament, certain perfons of
divers eftates, fuch as were beft able, and
would be moft diligent and careful, to pro-
mote the public good, to be of the King’s
~ continual Council, and to act jointly with
the great Officers of ‘State, This petition
wds granted, and nine perfons, chofen by
the advice of the Lords, were appointed.
This Council muft neceffarily have fuper-
feded the Regency before eftablifhed, their
powers being wholly inconfiftent, And
thus, not only the Duke of Lancafter himfelf,
but one or two of his chief friends like-
wife who were of that Regency, in parti-
cular the Lord Latimer, were now entire-
ly fet afide. The Commons farther de-
manded, that judgement might be executed
upen Alice Perrers, according to her de-
ferts, and without favour or affetion;
and that, confidering the great damage fhe
had done to the kingdom, her forfeited
eftates might be applied to the relief of

® Rot. Pail. 1. R, 2. tit. 18, 42, 43, 49.
8 : 3 the
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the people, whom fhe had in many ways
injured. This petition was in confequence
of her impeachment before the Lords,
upon the Statute of maintenance, made
exprefsly on her account in the Pailia-
ment of 1376 ; on which fhe received fen«
tence of banithment, and forfeiture of 2l
goods and eftates, both in demefne and
in reverfion. They petitioned alfo, thata
declaration might be made, as to the moneys
and fubfidies, mifapplied and unwarrant-
ably expended by improper and unprofit-
able minifters ; and that the faid minifters
might be punifhed for the relief of the.
- people. They farther reprefent, that the
late King was guided by evil Counfellors;
and pray that all fuch Counfellors as have
been before convicted upon full evidence,
and attainted, may be removed from the
King’s Counfels, and that neither they,
nor others like them, be ever admitted
near the King’s perfon, nor bear office
under him: and that all grants * made by

the

* This Petition of the Commons was probably ac-
cafioned by the convition of Alice Perrers in the Houfe
of Lords; one article which was proved' againft her
was, that fhe had obtained of the late King, witgﬂfhe

: ent
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the late King may be examined, and if
found to have been unworthily beftowed,
may be revoked : with all which requefts
the King complied. In all this the Com-
mons feem to have procecded in a tem-
perate and difpaffionate manner, and to
have confidered very rightly, that extreme
rigour would have been unadvifeable in

affent of the Council, for Richard Lyons, a remiffion of
3col. which he owed to the Exchequer, reftoration
of lands and goods forfeited, and moreover a grant
to him of 1cco marks. It might alfo have refpe&t to
the many grants, which fhe had obrained of the King
for herfclf; as may be feen in MS. Rymer, Vol. 1.
Mifcel'an. Ed, 3. N° 60, 64, 66, 70. and Index Rot.
Pat. Liblioth. Cotton. Titus, C. 2, and 3. Befide the
grant of the late queen Philippa’s jewels, 47. Ed. 3.
Rymer Feed. Vol. 7th, p. 28.  Thele grants bear date
from the 41ft of Ed. 3. to the end of his reign. Her
eftatcs were very confiderable: befide a great many lands,
tencments, advow{ons, &c. fhe had in different counties,
twenty-two manors, for the moft part in pofiefiion,
fome few of them in reverfion.  Tho’ the King granted
the pctition of the Commons, that her forfeited eftates
might be applied to the relief of the people, yet about
two years afterwards he made a grant of them all to her
hu(band Sir William de Wyndefore. William of Wyke-
ham purchafed of Sir William de Wyndefore the manor
of Meoneftoke, in the county of Southampton, and
{ettled it on his College of Wincheller : this manor was
part of the forfeited eftate of Alice, granted to her huf-
band ; on wiich account the King’s writ, containing
the whole grant above mentioned, is preferved in the
Archives of Winchetter College, among the title-deeds
of that manor,  Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 256.

the
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the beginning of a new reign. In their
petition for the appointing a ftanding
Council, after complaining of thofe about
the late King, they add; * ¢ But never-
“ thelefs the faid Commons do not at all
¢« defire now to take vengeance of any,
“ that hath done amifs in time paft, but
“ that in time to come f{uch evil-doers
“ may be duly punifhed.”

After thefe foveral petitions, manifeftly
tending to fix all the blame of the mal-
adminiftration in the latter part of Ed-
ward the Third’s reign upon the fame fet
of men, who had beén called to account
for it, and punithed in the Parliament
of 1376, and who had gotten themfelves
difculpated in the fucceeding Parliament ;
the Commons proceeded to addrefs the
King in behalf of the Bifhop of Winchef-
ter in particular; who, by favouring that
inquiry, and the proceedings againft them,
had incurred the refentment of the whole
party, and had fuffered fo much from their
malice when they had recovered their power.

The petition of the Commons, upon
this occafion, with the King’s anfwer

2 Rot. Parl. 1. R, 2, tit. 20.
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to it, js exprefled in the following man-
ner.

“« * The Commons, in this prefent Par-
« hamcnt affembled, pray, That, whereas
 in the Parliament holden ‘at Wﬁﬁnp,nf
“ ter, on the Quindene of St. Hilary alt
s paft, a genera] grace, pardon, and fe-
“ miffion was granted by your Grandfa-
« ther to all his fubjecls and lieges of his
- *“ kingdom of Epgland of every maaper,
¢ degree, effate, and condition, 3s it ap-
¢ peareth in the rolls of the fid Parjja-
* mept, in the which general grace, par-
* don, and remiflioss; * the Bifhop of Wig-
* chefter was excepted pd foreprjfed;
“ ang afterwards yoyr Rayal Majelly did
“ grant pnto the faid Bifhop, that he ﬂ;ould
*-have and epjoy, fully apd gatjrely, in all
« points the fame graces, pardons, anq
¢ remiffions made untq others his lieges in
« the faid Parliament by your faid qud- ‘
« father, notwith{tanding the exception and
« foreprifion aforefaid ; and furﬁhermorg
« did pardon unto hlm many different
« asticles 3nd impeachments, impofed upon

3 Rot. Parl. 1. R. 2. tit. 99.
+ In the Record *tis only, le dit Eve{ge, by miftake,
there being 00 meition of him before, -

6 - ¢ him -
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« him in the time of yowr faid Grandfas

« thers and divers other graces, pardens,
s and fgmrﬁiqns did make unto him ; and
« of all the articles, impeachments, and
« matters aforefdid, did grant unto him,
« and caufe to he made, your gracious
« Charters in full, as in them more fully
« gppeareth: may i pleafe your noble
« Highnefs, by the advice and common
« gfient of the Puclates, the Duke, the
¢ Earjs, Barons, and ether Lords, and the
« Comynons, to affirm, approve, ratify,
« and confirm in this prefent Parliament
@ your faid Chartsrs, with all the articles,
« pardons, graces, remiffions, and circugi~

« fances whatfoeyer in them contained, to

« the honour of God, and for- the fafety
¢ and fyrety of the eftate of the faid Bi-
“ fhop, and of his Chu\rcll of Wm—
« chefter,”

o« The. Anfwcr.”

~ « The King in his own perfon, and by
“ his owa mough, s alio by common af~

¢ fent and adviee of the Prelates, the ngc,
“ the -Earls, Bamns, and other Lords, in

« full Parliament aﬂ'emblqd hath grameéd e R

M 2 « thls
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« this petition fully, and in all points, and
«« whatever is contained therein; and will-
« eth and granteth, by the common affent
¢ and advice aforefaid, that the Charters
s or Letters, whereof this petition maketh
¢ mention, and which were with good de-
¢« liberation feen, read, and fully heard
¢¢ in the faid Parliament, be now affirmed,
s« approved, ratified, and confirmed, under
¢ his Great Seal, according to the purport
« of the faid petition, and the effect, te-
« nor, and form of the Charters and Let-
« ters aforefaid.”

Thefe declarations of Parliament, fo
diretly tending to fix the blame of mif-
management in the latter part of Edward
the Third’s reign upon the Duke of Lan-
cafter and his fattion, and fo exprefsly
clearing ‘the Bifhop of Winchefter from
all imputation of that nature, were not
the effect of any fecret intrigue, any un-
due influence, a peculiar humour, or a fpi-

" rit of party prevailing in the prefent Par-

liament, and therefore liable to be con-
tradited and reverfed in the next per-
haps that fhould meet; of which, both
with refpect to the caufe and the event, the
proceedmgs of the laf’c Parliament of the

late
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late ng afford us a remarkable examplo.,
On the contrary, they were, in fome mea-
fure, confirmed by moft of the fucceeding
Parliaments; hardly any of which paffed
without giving the Bifhop of Winchefter
fome mark of their confidence, and fome
teftimony of their opinion of his inte-
grity.

The management of affairs fucceeded
very ill in the hands of thofe, to whom
the adminiftration was committed by Par-
liament. The people found no eafe in their
taxes, nor any retrenchment of expences
in the ftate: the demands .for the public
fervices increafed, the treafury was ex-
haufted, and the King in debt. The Com-
" mons therefore, in the Parliament that

met in the beginning of the year 1380,
- petitioned, * That the King’s ftanding
Council might be difcharged, and that he
would appoint in their ftead, only five Coune
fellors, being his great officers of ftate;
namely, the Chancellor, Treafurer, Privy-
Seal, Chamberlain, and .Steward of the
houfthold : and that thefe officers might
not be removed “before the next Paxha-

o * Rot. Parl. 3. R. 2. _
M3 ~ ment,



166 THE LIFE OF

wient. “They * farther reprefent to- thei
King, that his fubjects ate fo- iipoverifhsd
by the meany fubfidies granted to the ldte:
King ard himfelf for the defence of the
kiigdor, that they eandot any longer fupe
port thefe: burthetis; urilefs’ ary end be' puté
to the was, or forie other reinddy ke fouridy
they petition him therefore, that, for. Kig
evii lionour; arid the relief of his: fubje€ts,
Ke: would be: pledfed o have Ris own f¥ate
put under fuck proper diréftion; and e
Behaviour of His officers:anid minifters; by
whofe rieglipetice he and His kingdom: have
greutly fuffered, and allo his: revenues, 6
" itfpeéted dnd examineds that Ke may be
abile to'live in:ahanner fuitable to his- Mau

thens, to the'dale of his fubjeéts: TheKitig
" a@id Council, therefore, in full Parlidmeti;
* appoint, ‘at their réqueft; finteen’ Corimifs
fioners; foiltt ° Bifiops, three Earls, thvee
Banneréts, thiree Knights, fwo Cifizens: of

s Rym. Feed. Vol 7th, p. 250. The: Commiffiva
is there given at large, and is dated May 2, 1380. Pet
ipfui Regem & Concilium. In pleno Parliamento.
Though the Parlitment had- finiftied' their feflibn- the
beginning of March preceding. Wake’s State of the
Church, p. 312. - L ‘

¢ Only three Bifhops are mentioned in Rot. Parl,

: ‘London,
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London, and' one of YorE; alf or any
five of whom, provided theré¢ be one 4t
leaft of each ftate and dégiec; have powér
to go info any of his cotirts or offices; 1o
examitie the officérs and théif aééonnts;
t6 furvéy and infe@t the revenues of thé
King and Kingdoht of 4} foits; fo ckaminé
mto the fées'of officers uvidet the life King,
annuities granted by him; and thé Lké ;
the flaré 6f the late King’s Kolhold, and
hisowny with maty particulars of the fanid
kind made Ay fpecified: andof the réfult
of théit ifiquitiés they avé 6 certify thé
Rifig and Councik: They ltavé powet to
examing adl pérfons upon oath; except thé
great Officers of thé Kingdom ; and alt
officers, of the lat¢ King, and K owi
¢ ordered to attend and affiff thein, and
fo produce’ whatever papérs or recotds'aré
required By thern. The Bifhep of Witk
cheftér was ofi¢ of thefe Cotdmilfioncrs:
The Parligmént could' nbe hale givént 4
céarér dembiftration' of their confidenté
in him, nor a fullér acknowledgmiént of
the uptightriéls’ of his adminiftration un-
der Edward the Third, than by’ appoint:
ing him one of the examiners into the
abufes of that réign, dswell a5 the’ prefent.

M4 - And
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And this, together with what has been ob-
ferved before on this fubject, gives us a
full proof as the nature of the cafe will
admit that the nation in general wholly
imputed the mal-adminiftration in the lat-
ter part of Edward the Thirds time, fo
much complained of, to the Duke of Lan-
cafter and his party, and not to the Bi-
fhop of Winchefter. :

This Commiffion, tho’ in all refpc&s ful-
ly fettled in Parliament, was not iffued
in form to the feveral perfons appointed
to that fervice, till the beginning of May
following; fo that probably no great mat-
ter was done in the bufinefs of it, when the
Parliament met again towards the end of
the fame year. The’ Commons then peti-
tioned the King, that the Commiffion ap-
pomted in the laft Parliament might be car-
ried into execution without delay, and that
the Lords and others, named in the faid
Commiffion, now prefent in Parliament,
~ be charged to begin their Inquiry on the
2oth of January following.

. The Commiffioners could not have made
any great progrefs in this Inquiry, before

7 Rat. Parl 4. R. 2. tit. 28

'their
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their proceedings were interrupted by thofe
terrible * infurrections, which were begun
in the Counties of Kent and 'Effex by the
loweft of the People, conducted by lead-
ers the vileft and bafeft even of their own
number... Thefe tumults. were at their
height abaut the middle of the next June:
the infeGtion of popular madnefs began to
fpread wxdely ; the whole nation was thrown
into the greateﬁ: confufion, and the ng
and kingdom brought into the moft immi-
nent danger. But this dreadful rebellion
was foon happily quelled in effeét by one
bold and fuccefsful effort of the young King
- himfelf, who in the utmoft extremity acted
with all the prefence of mind, the refolu-
fion and fpirit, of his great Father and
Grandfather ; and thewed what might have
been expected from him, if he had not un-
fortunately been thrown into the hands
of thofe, who, to eftablith the more eafily
their own power and intereft, ftudied to
corrupt his tender mind, and to deprefs
thofe excellent talents with which nature
had endowed him. :

To fettle the ftate of the nation, and to
quiet the minds of the people, after fo

s Walfingham, &c. .
great
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gréat dcommiotion,; d ParRament was farn-
‘moned to meet the béginming of Novéms=
ber. ‘'The ® Cothmong petition, that cer-
tain Prelatés and Lords may b¢ appointed
to confer with them on affairs gréatly cén=
¢cerning thé ftate of the kingdom: they aré
ordered to give in the names of fuch ds
they would choofe for this parpofe in writ-
ing ; they name feventeen’; among them
the Bithop of Wincheftér. After diligént
conference with' thefe Lords, they make 4
grievous complaint of the ill fiaté’ of thé
nation; reprefeniting, thaf, unlefs’ the adl
miniftration of governmiénit be foon ameiit
ded, the Kingdom wilf Bé utteily rifined.
They proceed to enuimerate particularly the
defaults of govérntient: firft, about thé
Kirig's petfon, and it his houthold, throtgh
the unréafonablé dumber of fervants ahd
attendants maintained therein ; a¢' alfo ik
his Courts, the Chancety, King’s Bénch,
Cortiniion Bench, andExchequet, by ghigv-
ous oppteflions : and in' the Country, by
thé great multitude of maintainers of quar-
rels, who carry themfelves there like' Kings;
that they are ftripped and ruined by the

9 Rot. Parl. 8. R. 2. tit. 17, 18, &c.
. oppreflions
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éppreflions of the Pasveyers of the King's
houfhold ; as alfo by taids and fubfidies;
whith: ave leviet: with gmat diftreffes; snd

oppreflions of the people; by the King’s Mis
nifters ; and though grést fuths: of miohey

ave grantod. antd Ievied, G that they hevet

werd 6 poor Before; yet ﬁBey aré riot de~
fénded: from the: enethy; But are’ plundéred
by land and fea: which mifchiefs the poot
Commons;, who ufed to e in Korounr and
profperity, cant no longér cadure; dnd
thefe have given écéafién to-thie: late : infay
reions, and unkfs réimedicd; will be thé
eaufe of greater misfortunes. Fhey there:
fore beg. redrefs: of -théfe grievarices, for
the fafety of the Kingl andl kingdent'; that
evil Officérs and Cousfellors mdy be¢ res
moved:; and above all; that the moff able -
and difcreet Lotids and ethers of the king:
dom‘ may be plaéed about the perfon of
the King and in Kis Couticil.

The: King advifes with the Liordd of fhe
realm and tholé of hiy Ceuncil on this
petition, which appearéd t6 him: to' be fof
the good of himifelf and: hik kirigdom’, and
grants that ceftdin Prélates; Lords, and
others, may be appointed to examine into
the ftate and' govemment of thie King’s per-

fon
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fon and houfhold, and provide remedies
to the abufes complained of. Nineteen are
nominated for this fervice: the Duke of
Lancafter is the firft, and the Bithop of
Winchefter one of that number. They
are ordered to fit in Privy Council many
days, without doing any thing elfe in Par-
liament while this bufinefs is depend-
ing.
The Commons then addrefs their peti-
tions, relating to the abufes above-men-
tioned, and the ftate of the nation in ge-
neral, to thefe Commiflioners ; who feem
to have entered effeCtually upon their In-
quiry, and to have made a confiderable
progrefs in it.  For in the fecond meeting
of this Parliament, at the end of the Febru-
ary following, after an adjournment, the
Commons petition, that the Officers of the
King’s houthold may be fworn before the
Lords in Parliament, to obferve the ordi-
nance and government of the King’s “houf-
hold, as appointed by the Commiffioners :
which petition is granted.

But, notwithftanding all the diligence
of the Commiffioners in regulating thefe

4 Rot. Parl, 5. R, 2. tit, 75. . .
affairs,




WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 173

effairs, and the precaution taken by the -
' Commons to fecure the obfervance of their
regulations, we do not find that complaints
of the fame abufes ceafed at all for the
future. 'Walfingham, having mentioned
feveral of theacts paffed in this Parliament,
~ and that many other things were at the
fame time ordained, adds,  But to what
« purpofe ferve alts of Parliament, when
« afterwards they take no effet at all?
« the King, by the advice of thofe about
« him, ufed- to alter or fet afide every
« thing, that the whole commonalty of the
« kingdom, and even the nobility itfelf;
« had enafted in the preceding Parlia-
« ments.” Of this he gives us afterwards a
remarkable example Sir Richard: Le
Scrope had, in this Parliament, been ap--.
pointed Chancellor by the Commiffioners,
upon . the petition of the Commons ad-
drefled to them. Not long after, on his
refufing to fet the feal to fome extravagant’
grants of the King to certain of his fa-
vourite courtiers, the King by their per-
fuafion was induced to take away the
Seal from the uncomplying Chancellor.
Walfingham adds, that he executed thefe
grants with h1s own hands ; in this parti-
. cular
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cular he is miftaken : howerer, he placed
the Seal by * copmiffion in the hands of
fome others of his conrtiers, who probably

weye not fo forupulons jn eheying his corp-
xpands; and afterwards delivered 1t to the
Bifhop of London,

In the Pasliament that met QCtober the
6th, 138¢, the* Commons pame the Bi-
thop of Winchefker aong the Lords, whom
- they petition to havg appointed to confer
with them on the matters propofed to their
confideration: ngmely, whether it were
- more dvifeable fo agree to the Duke of
Langafler’s propofal, for an attempt upon
the kingdem of Caflile, to which he had
pretenfions ; o that of the Bihop of Nor-
wich, for ap expedition againft the French
and Flemings, Both the Duke and the
Bifhopwere armed by Pepe Urban the VIth
with powers for publifhing 2 crifade againft
thofe adherents to his rival, the Antipops
Clement the VIith, The Commens gave
their gdvice for the Jatter; which accord-
ingly took place, and * failed of fuceefs by
the fe@rf;t engdeayouss of the Duke - of Lan—

* Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. P 6§
3 Rot. Parl. 6. R. 2. tit. 14.

4 Froiffast, Walﬁnelnn, Holkinfhed. N
cafter
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cafter to obftruct the Bithop’s defigas, and
bs affeted delay in fending him fae-

The chief occafion of the meeting of the
Parliament at the latter end of the yeas
1383, was to provide for a war with Scot-
land, which was apprehended to he wn-
aoidable; the tryce being now near ex-
piring, and the Antipope Clement hqving,
by way of reprifals, publithed 2 crufpde
3gaing the Englith, and commiffioned the
King of Scatland to execute it. Upon
this, as w3s ufual in the like cafes, the
Lords Marchers of the North were ordered
by Parliament te their refpective countries,
tg fortify their caftles, and to be in res=
dinefs to defend the borders sgainft the -
uruptien of the Scots- Thefe Lords there-
fare petitioned, that part of the fipplies,
raifed for the defence of the nation againft
fcotland, might be allowed them in con-
fideration of5 this fervice. The matter
w3s debated in the Howle of Lerds; and
the authority of the Bithop of Winchefter, #
whp was the principal perfon that oppofed
their petition, carried the queltion againf}

s Rot. Ragl. 7.R. 2,

¢ Walfingham. ' :

, “them,
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them, notwithftanding 7 their great power
and influence. He- alledged; that the
lands and honours, which they now pof-
feffed, had been given them for this very
purpofe, that they might be enabled to de-
fend the borders, and repel the Scots ; and
fo fave the kingdom the perpetual trouble
and expence of fending forces to- thofe dif-
tant parts : that they were in a condition
to perform this fervice with.eafe ; whereas
their anceftors, without their power or
riches, and {upported only by - their own
courage and bravery, had gained many
victories over thofe enemies of their coun-
try. The Parliament, - therefore, only
granted to ‘thefe Lords Commiffions to
raifes forces, and to make reprifals upon
the Scots. + We find, however, that a few
years after this °® they gained this very

7 The principal of them was Henry Percy Earl of
Northumberland. SeeCotton, Abridg. p. 283. The
fame that had been'made Marfhal of England by the
Duke of Lancafter’s means at:the end of Edward 3d’s
reign, and Earl of Northumberland at the coronation

of Richard the 2d. The Caftle of Workworth in
Northumberland, and the manor of Rothbury, had been
granted to his Grandfather for this very fervice, in the
beginning of Ed. 3d’s time. Cotton, Abridg. p. 11.
Probably therefore what the Bithop faid upon this oc-
cafion related chiefly to him.

% Rot. Parl. 11. R, 2. tit. 45. .

5 . point,
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pmnt by pctxtlon of the Commons; but
with declaration, that it was on account
of the fudden breaking out of the war,
and fdr that time only s and with protefta-
tion, that it fhould not be made a prece-
dent. ,
In the Paxhament . held at Sallfbury
the begmnmg of the next year, the Bifhop
of Wmcheﬁer was llkcwﬁ'e one , of .the
Lords, yvhom the Commons chofe to have
alli; gned as a committee, to confer with
~ them upon the propofal of a treaty of
peace with France v

The King and Courxcﬂ as well as the
Commons, had recourfe. to the Blfhop of
Winthefter's wifdom and experience in af-
fairs of dlfﬁculty Many branches of the
ievenues of the crown were greatly in ar-
redr: this matter rcqulred a particular in-
‘ ﬁ)eé’hon, and an extraordinary power to
clear it up and fettle it perfc&ly Towards
the end of the year 1385 °, the Bifhops of
Wmchef’cel and Exeter, and two Bannerets,
were for this purpofe ]omcd with the Privy
Council, and commiffioned with full powers
to fearch'and give orders, in the Exchequer

* Rot. Parl, 7. R. 2. part 2.
® Rot. Parl. 9. R, 2. tits 43+
N and
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and elfewhere, as it fhould feem beft to
them, concerning all manner of debts due
to the king.

In the mean time, the King’s extrava-
gance, and his immoderate indulgence to
his favourites, continued to give general
difcontent. Courtney ', Archbifhop of
Canterbury, encouraged by fome of the
nobility, and principally, as it fhould feem,
by the Duke of Glocefter, ventured to re-
monftrate to the King upon this head;
and to tell him plainly, that, unlefs he
~ would fuffer himfelf to be better advifed
and direted, his proceedings muft foon end .
in the utter ruin of himfelf and his king-
dom, The King received this reproof
. with great indignation: he loaded the
Archbifhop with opprobrious language,
and the vehemence of his paffion had car-
ried him ftill farther, had not the Duke
of Glocefter interpofed. Upon -this the
Archbifhop, to exprefs his refentment, re-
tired from court: but foon met with new
caufe of difguft. The * Convocation had
granted the King a fubfidy in December,

* Monachus Evefham. in Vita Richardi 2di, ab
Hearnio editus.

* Wake’s State of the Church, p. 317.
1384,
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-1384. But the King’s neceflities were not
fatisfied : and therefore, about the middle
‘of January, writs were iffued for calling
‘another Convocation in Lent, for farther.
. {upplies. 'The Archbifhop ufed his utmoft
endeavours to divert the King .from this
refolutton of fummoning a Convocation
.again - fo foon : he wrote to him; defiring
him,. with great earneftnefs, to recall his
writ. He wrote likewife to the Bithop of
Winchefter, who was then at court, as
well as to fome others of his brethren,
exhorting them to do what they could, to
perfuade the King to relinquifh his defign.
But the King perfifted in it. The Arch-
bifhop obeyed, and fummoned the convo-
cation: but, to fhew his diffatisfaction, he
would not afflift at it in perfon, but com-
miffioned the Bifhops of London and Win-
chefter to prefide in it in his ftead.

Thefe fcattered memorials of the Bifhop
of Winchefter’s weight and authorlty, in
the management of the moft 1mp01t4nt
concerns of the public, I have laid toge-
ther, -as thiey occurred, in the order of time;
which leads us now to the extraordinary
Commiflion of the tenth year of Richard
thc II. in which he was perfonally con--

N 2 cerned,
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-cerned, and upon which the remaining

part of the affairs of this. reign principally

turn. This will require a -more full and
-connected relation : and that it fnay not
‘be interrupted and confounded with mat-
ters of a different nature, it will be. proper,

firft, to confider him again in his more

‘private capacity, and return to his :Epif-

copal ats, and the execution of h:s cha-
ritable defigns,

THE
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SECTION VL

Ecclefighical affsirs during the reign of
Richard the Second:

" TP ON' the acceffion of Richard the
- J'-Second ' to " the' throne; Wykeham,
now: delivered from the perfécutién of ‘the
Duke'of Lancaftér; and difengaged, as far
as his high'ftation and great authority
would permit, from his former conftant
attendance on. public affairs, was- refolved
N 3 - to
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to make ufe of the opportunity and lei-
fure which thefe circumftances afforded
him ; and applied himfelf to the great work
of executing his defign for his two Colleges,
upon which he had long before been de-
termined, and for which he had many
years been making preparations. His whole
plan, as I have already obferved, was
formed at once; and the defign was noble,
uniform, and complete. It was no lefs
than to provide for the perpetual ‘mainte-
nance and inftrution of two hundred.
fcholars, to afford them a liberal fupport,
and to lead them through a perfect courfe
of. education ; from the firft elements of,
letters, through the whole circle of the
Sciences ; from .the loweft clafs of gram-
matical learning to the higheft degrees in
the feveral faculties. It properly and na-
turally confifted of twa parts, rightly form=
ing two eftablifhments, the one fubor-
dinate to the other. The defign of the
one was to lay the foundations of Science,
that of the other, to raife and complete
the fuperftructure ; the former was to fup-
ply the latter with proper fubjects, and the
latter was to improve the advantages re-
ceived in the former. . The plan was truly

great,
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'great ‘and an original in its kind: as
Wykeham had no example to follow in'it,
fo no perfon has yet been found, who has
had the ability, or the generofity, to follow
his example, except one, and that a King
‘of England, who has done him the ho-
nour to adopt and to copy ‘his whole de-
fign.

The work which demanded his atten-
tion at this time, was to erect his College
at Oxford ; the fociety of which he had.
already completed and eftablithed, and.
that fome years before he began to raife
the building. For he proceeded here in
the fame method, which, as I have already
{hewn, he took at Winchefter ; as he be-
gan there with forming a private Gram-
mar School, provided with proper Maf-
ters, and ! maintained and fupported in
it the full number of fcholars, which he
afterwards eftablithed in his College; fo

» ¢ Quare pro parte dicti Epifcopi, qui, ut
- ¢“afferit, feptuaginta Scholaribus in grammaticalibus
- ¢¢ in eadem Civitate ftudentibus de bonis a Deo fibi col-
« latis pluribus annis vitz neceffaria miniftravit, nobis
¢¢ fuit humiliter {upplicatum.”——From Pope Urban
. 6th’s Bulle of Licence, to found the College at Win-
chefter, &c. dated June 1, 1378. Lib. H. Coll. Wiat.
fol. 81. )

N 4 at
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at Oxford, in the ﬁrﬁ place, he formed
his Socxety, dppointed them a Governor,

allowed them a libera] maintenance, pro-

vided them with lodgings, and gave them

rules and’ directions for their bchawour .
not only that his beneﬁcencc mlght not_
feem to lic fruitlefs and,ineffectual, while
it was only employed in making his pur=

chafes of lands, and raifing his bulldmg,

which would take up a confiderable tlme i
but that he might beftow his earllel’c at-
tention, and his greatef’c care, in formmg.:
and perfedting the principal part of his.
deﬁgn, and that the life and_foul, as it )
were, might be ready to 1nfonn and a.m-'~
mate the body of his College, as foon as

it could be finithed, and fo the whole fyf- -
tem be at once completed n cvery part;,
of it, This preparatory cftablifhment, I .
imagine, took place about the famc tlme‘
with that of Wmcheﬁer, that is, in the
year 1373 ; which agrees with the account”
that fome * authors give, that, it was feven
years before the foundatian of the build- -
ing was laid: but they are miftaken, in,
fuppofing that thele were only, ﬁfty_ fcho-

* Martin, Wood, Hargsﬁqld, Godwin.
lars
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lars maintained .by him in this manner;
for it appears by the Rolls of Accounts of
New College, that, in the year 1376 the
Society confifted of a Warden and feventy
Fellows," called Pauperes Scolares Vene-
rabilis Domini Domini Wilhelmi de Wyke-
ham Wynton. Epifcopi; and that it had
been eftablithed, probably to the fome num-.
bcr, at leafl as early as September 1375,
* Richard Toneworth, fellow of Merton.
Collcgq, was. appointed by him Gover-.
nor of this Society, with the title of War-
den, and a falary of 201, a year.
The Fellows were lod ged in Blakehall, Hert-
ha]l Shulehall Maydenhall; and Hamer-
' h:_il/lw the expence of their lodging amount-
ed to 10l 135.4d. a year. They were.
alJowed each of them 1s. 6d, a week for
their commons: and they had proper fervants,
to attend them, who had fuitable ftipends.

In the t year, 1379, the Bifhop com-.
pleted his feveral purchafes of lands for
the fite of his College, and . immediately
took his meafures for.erecting his building.
In the ﬁrﬁ: ‘place, he obtained the * King’s-

3 Rot. Comp. Coll., Nov.

4 Ant. Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon, lib, 2: p. 129s.

$ A. Wood. ibid. ex, Pat. 3. R. 2. p. I. m. 32. &
Index Rot. Pat. 3. R, 2. Bibliothec. Cotton, Titus, c. 3:

Patent,
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Patent, granting him licence to found his
College : it is dated June joth, 1379. He
procured likewife ¢ the Pope’s Bulle to the
fame effect. He publifhed his 7 Charter of
Foundation November 26th following ; by
which he entitled his College, einte

Marie College of Wpnchelkre in Oren-
ford, It was then vulgarly called the New

College; which became in time a fort of
proper name for it, and in common ufe
continues to be fo to this day. At the
fame time, upon the refignation of Tone-
worth, he conftituted his kinfman Nicho-
las Wykeham Warden, with a falary of
40l ayear. On ®the sth of March fol-
lowing, at eight o’clock in the morning,
the foundation ftone" was laid : the build-
ing was finifhed in fix years; and the So-
ciety made their public entrance into it
with much folemnity and devotion, fing-
ing Litanies, and marching in proceffion,

" 6 Procem. Statut. Coll. Oxon.
. 7 Regift, 2. Coll. Nov. fal. 138.
~ ® Traftat. in Vet. Reg Coll. Wint. & Brev, Chron.
The expreffion in' both is, hord quartd ante meri-
diem, and afterwards, hori tertid ante meridiem.
Wykeham did not lay the firft ftone in perfon, as
fome atithors fay ; he was that day at Southwark. Re-
giﬁ Wykeham, part 2. in Ordinat.

With
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with the Crofs borne before them, at nine
oclock in the morning, on the 14th of
April, 1386. The Society * confifts of a
Warden and feventy poor Scholars, Clerks,
Students in Theology, Canon and Civil
Law,* and Philofophy: twenty are ap-
pointed to the ftudy of Laws, ten of
them to that of the Canon, and ten to
that of the Civil Law ; the remaining fifty
are to apply themfelves to Philofophy (or
Arts) and Theology ; two of them, how-
ever, are permitted to apply themfelves to
the ftudy of Medicine, and two likewife
to that of Aftronomy; all of whom are
obliged to be in Priefts Orders within a
certain time, except in cafe of lawful im-
pediment. Befides thefe there are ten
Priefts, three Clerks, and fixteen boys or
Chorifters, to minifter in the fervice of the
Chapel. - - |
The body of ftatutes, which Wykeham
gave to his College, was a work upon
which he beftowed much time and con-
ftant attention. It was the refult of great
meditation and ftudy, affifted, confirmed,
and brought to maturity, by long obferva-

o §tatut. Coll. Oxon.

tion



188 THE LIFE OF

tion and experience. He began it with -
the firft eftablifhment of his Society, and
he was continually improving and perfeCt-
ing it almoft as long as he lived. And ac-
cordingly it has been always confidered:
as the moft judicious and the moft com-

plete performance in its kind, and as the

bet mod:l which the founders of Col-

leges in fucceeding times had to follow ;

and which indeed moft of them have ei-

ther copied, or clofcly imitated.

That the firft draught of his ftatutes-
‘was made as early as I have mentioned,;
appears from a letter * of Wykeham-him-
felf, which he wrote to the Warden of his-
College, foon after the Society had -made:
their firft entrance into it: In this letter
he fpeaks of his ftatutes, as duly publithed
and promulged, and in times paft fre-
quently made known unto them, The great:
care and - attepiion, which he employed in
revifing his ftatutes from time. to time, and
in improving them continually, appears
very evidently from an ancient:draught of
them ftill extant *; in- whlch the many al-

' See Appendxx, NeIX,
* In Archiv, Coll. Nov.

terations;
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terations, corre€tions, and additions, made
in the margin, fhew plainly how much
pains he beftowed upon this important
work ; with how much deliberation, and
with what great exaclnefs, he weighed
every the moft minute particular belonging
toit. The text of thefe ftatutes appears,
by fome circumftances which it is needlefs
here to enlarge upon, to have been drawn
up about the year 1386 ; and therefore
they cannot be the firft, which he ever made;
fince at that time he fpeaks of his ftatutes,
as often and long before publifhed. At:?
the end of the year 1389, he appointed
Commiffaries to receive the oaths of the -
Warden and Scholars of his College, to
obferve the ftatutes, which he then tranf-
mitted to them, fealed with his feal : this
was a new edition of them, much correfted
and improved ; for, I fuppofe, it contained
all the marginal alterations and additions
above mentioned. He gave a third edition
of his ftatutes, reckoning from the time
when his College was finifhed, ftill much
enlarged and corretted, an ancient copy of
which likewife 1s yet remaining *: it was

3 Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 102,
4 Coll. Nov. penes Dom. Cuftodem. -

N7 pro-
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P_robably ¢ of the year 1393. In ° the
year 1400, he appointed another Com-
miffion for the fame purpofe, and in the
fame form, with that of the year 1389 ;
with that he fent to his College a new
edition likewife of his ftatutes, ftill revifed
and enlarged : it is the laft which he gave,
and is the fame with that now in force. .
Thc orlgmal drawmgs of a great Matfter,
compared with the finithed paintings which
he has made f;om them, let us more in-
timately into the true fpmt of his defign ;
they lay open his whole train of thinking,
and difcoyer the reafons of all the moft
" minute alterations whlch are made in the
progrefs of the wqu We fee evident
marks of his invention in compoﬁng, his
care in exprefling, his ]udgemcnt in cor-
recting ; and have the pleafure of tracmg
the feveral fteps by which the whole piece
has been’ brought to perfection: and it
fometimes alfo happens, that we have rea-
fon to regret t the effects of too much ftudy
s Rat. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1393. ‘“ In Expns.
(L Magxﬁr Johannis Hafeley & Roberti Keton, equit,
¢ Lond ad Dominum Fundaforem ‘pro ftatutis refor-
“ mandis a 2¢° die Maii p. 10 dies'continuo fequentes,
¢« 18s.6d.” Regift.Wykeham. fub dat. Maii 12. 1396.
i~ ¢ in ftatutis di&i Coll. ultimo correétis —,” -
- ¢ Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 182, -
IR AR and

YR}
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and application, of accuracy and corre&t-
nefs purfued too far; when the cool en- |
deavours of art have not been able to
reach the warm ftrokes of gentus, and per-
haps fome particular parts of the finifhed
piece have even wanted the propriety and
juftnefs, which they had in the firft com-
pofition. Inawork of imitation, the artlﬂ:
endeavours to exprefs the moft fimple ap-
pearances of nature, her freeft and moft un-
difguifed features, attitudes, and operations;
and the firft impreflions of thefe, upon a
warm imagination, are commonly the live-
lieft and the trueft. In a work of policy,
the legiflator ought to have chiefly in view
the leading motives and main fprings of .
human action; and thefe are open and
obvious, the moft eafily inveftigated, and
the moft readily fet to work. The moxe
fimple the compofition of his fyftem, the
more furely will it attain its end, without
diforder or impediment. Subordinate parts,
and inferior but more complicated prin-
ciples, will indeed require much care and
confideration: even all the leffer circum-
ftances ought to be well weighed, and every
precaution taken to prevent perverfion and
abufe. Yet may this clofe attention to parti-
culars be eaﬁly carried to excefs: too much
: refine-
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refinement will only give the greater fcope

~and advantage to evafion; ard ‘s the

ufual misfortune of frequent alteraticn in
a plan once in the main well adjufted,
that while it improves fome parts, it is at-
tended with unforefeen inconvenience inx
others, perhaps, of greater confequence.
Something of this kind, I think, may be
obferved in one of the laft revifions which
Wykeham made of his ftatutes ; and that
in a point of confiderable importance, the
manner of elettion into his College at Ox-
ford, which feems then to have been uns
happily altered for the worle. The me-
thod which he had eftablithed at firft, and
which was accordingly obferved, I believe;
till the year 1393, was to fill up the va-
cancies of the preceding year by an annual
eleCtion ; and that, in cafe before nine or
tent months of the current year were paft,
there fhould happen fix or more vacancies;
they were to be filled up by an interelection.
The only inconvenience of this method
was, that the Society would very often want
of its full complement of members; and
Wykeham was very unwilling, that any
part of his bounty fhould ever lié dormant
and inaltive. By making it a pre-elecs
tion, to fupply the vacancies immediately,

cach
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- each as they fhould fall in the year enfuing,
he effe€tually prevented this inconvenience 3
but at the fame time opened a door to
much greater inconveniences, to which the
new method has been found liable’ ; to
the greateft poffible perverfion of his cha-
rity, a: fhameful traffic between the Fel-
. low of the College, that begins to fit loofe
to the Society, and the prefumptive fuc-
ceflor; 'an abufe of which he was not
aware, the fimplicity and probity of that
age perhaps aﬁ'ordmg no example of
the like. ‘The laws * of the Realm have
fince éndeavoured to remedy all abufes of
this kind, but in vain; nor is: it: perhaps
in the power of thofe, who are moft con-
cerned to do it, to prevent them in every.
inftance s but it behoves all fuch' to exert
their utmoft diligence and refolution .in.
putting an effeCtual ftop to fo fcandalous
a practice, if they have any regard for the
honour of their Socxety, or for their own
reputation.

- Wykéeham endowed his College with
lands and eftates, whofe revenues, at that
‘time, were fully fufficient for the fupport
of it, and amply fupplied all the ufes and
purpofes for which he defigned it: he pro-

7 See Appendix. N® XIL

3 See Statute 31. Eliz. chap. 6.

o cured
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cul ed a7 Bulle. of thie Pope, confirming his
ftatutes, and exempting his College from ail
jurifdichion, Legatine, Archi-Epiftopal and;
Epifcopal, except..that of the Bifhap of:
Winchefter:: for: by his ftatutes he had ap~
pointed his: fueceffors the Bifhops: of Win-.
- chefter to be the fole Vifitors of it, recom:-
mending it to their protection and patron..
age. He himfelf, as long as he lived; che-;
rithed his young: Saciety with all -the -care:
and; affe&ton,qf 4 tendes. patent..;; He.al-
fitted * them wath his:direCtions;ini the mar-.
nagement of all their affairs:. he beld! fe—
veral vifitations of ‘his College by. his: Com-
m;ffaues, namcly,‘ i), the yedrs. 1385.%;.
1392 °, and 1400°%.- And from. thence. he:
fupplied: himfelf: with men of ledrning, and.
abilities, whom he "admitted: to & more in-.
timate attendance upon hin,. . and by whom.
he tranfacted -all: his’ bufinefs: fuch. were
* Nicholas Wykeham, John Elmer;: John

. 7 In Archivis Regnftrarn Archxdxaconatus Wmton
-Dated July 19, 1398,
. % Rot: Comp.: Coll. Now. palﬁm, See Appendlx,
N° IX. X and XI.
® Regift. Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 74.
* Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. hujus anni.:
2 Regift. Wykeham, 'part 3. b. fol. 182. -
- 3 Regift., Wykeham, & Rot Comp Coﬁ Nov
paflim, i :

s

- énd
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and. ' Robett Keton)! Walter Aude, Simom!
Membury,- and ‘others; whom he rewarded’
with ample preferments. R

While the Bifhop. was engaged in bmld—-
mg his . College at:Oxford; he eftablifhed:
in proper form “his ‘Society at” Winchefter.:
His *+ Charter- of: foundation :bears- date:
Ottober the 2oth,. 1382, by'which he no-
minates ® ‘Thomas:de:Cranle 'Warden, ad-:
mits the Scholars;! and:gives his College: thie:
fame name of Seinte Mavic: College: of:
Pynchelter, The next  year after He
had finithed his* Building at Oxford; he:
- began that at Winchefter, for which he
“had’ obtained ‘both ' the: Pope’s: and: the:
King’s licence long-before. A natural’ af-:
fotion and prejudice. for the very place,
which he:had: frequented'in:his arly days,.
feemis tb have had " its'weight in’determin-

4+ Lib. H Coll. VVint. fol. 85.

s He had been Fellow of Merton College ; wasmade-
Warden of :New College by: the Founder,- 1389 3 'he was’
Chancellor. of the Univerfity- of Oxford ;. made Archs
bithop of Dublin, 1397 ; died i 417. For a farther ac-
count of his uncommon endowments' and . abilities ' fees
Ware de Przful. Hibern;: or Amnals of- Ireland, oy
Camden’s Britannia, Edit. Gibfon, Appendix to Vol. 11.

¢ Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 23 and 81. Note, that
- the Pope’s Bulle of licence is dated June'1,:1378. The
King’s ‘was obtained, "an. Richardi II, €to. Index Rot
Pat.-Biblioth. Cotten. Titus,.c, 3« 0

O 2 . ing
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ing the fituation of it: the fchool °, which
Wykeham went to when he was a boy,
. was where his College now ftands. The
firft 7 ftone was laid on March the 26th,
1387, at nine o'clock in the morning: it
. took up fix years likewife in building, and
the Warden and Society made their folemn
entrance into it, chanting in proceffion, at
nine o’clock in the morning on March the
28th, 1393. The {chool had now fubfifted
near twenty years, having been opened at
Michaelmafs 1373. It was completely
eftablithed from the firft to its full num-
ber of feventy Scholars, and to all other
intents and purpofes; and continued all
along to furnifh the Society at Oxford
with proper fubjetts by eletion. It was
at firft committed to the care of a Maf-
ter and Undermafter only: in the year
1382, it was placed under the fuperior
government of a Warden. This was the
whole Society that made their formal en-
- trance into it, as abovementioned. Till
the College was erefted, they were pro-
vided with lodgmgs in the * parifh of St.
John

6 MS. Coll, Wint. -

7 Traftat, in Vet. Reglft Coll. Wint. & Brev.Chron.

* See Appendix, N° X. It is called the parith of
St. John
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John upon the Hill. The® firft nomina-
tion of Fellows was made by the Founder
on the 2oth of December, 1394. He no-
minated five only, tho’ he had at that
time determined the number to ten. But
the Chapel was not yet quite finifhed;
nor was it * dedicated and confecrated till
the middle of the next year: foon after
which, we may fuppofe, that the full num-
ber of Fellows, and of all other members
defigned to bear a more particular rela-
tion to the fervice of it, was completed
by him. The whole Society * confifts of
a Warden, feventy poor Scholars, to be
inftruted in Grammatical learning, ten
fecular Priefts perpetual Fellows, three
Priefts Chaplains, three Clerks, and fixteen
Chorifters: and for the inftrution of the

_* Scholars, a Schoolmafter, and an Under- .
L '-'-maﬁer or Uther.

~, " The ftatutes, which he gave to his Col-

-' ‘legc at Winchefter, and which are referred
to in the Charter of Foundation, are as it
were the counterpart of thofe of his Col-

St. John Baptift upon St. Giles’s Hxll in Reglﬂ Coll.
© Wint. an. 1453.

9 Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol 132.

* Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 136.

» Statut, Coll. Wint.

O3 lege
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lege at Oxford: he amended, improved,
and enlarged the former, by the fame fteps
as he 'had done the latter ; .and he gave the
laft edition, and ® received the oaths .of
the feveral members of the Society to the
obfervance. of them, by his-Commiffaries
appointed for that ;purpofe, Seéptember the
gth, 1400.. In this cafe he thad no.occa-
fion to,make:a particular provifion in con-
dtituting a Vifitor of hisCollege; the fi-
tuatjon of it coincided with his defign, and
he left it under the Ordinary Jurifdition of
the Diocefan, the Bifhop of Winchefter.
Befides, he had here taken a farther precau.
tion for fecuring the due obfervance of his
ftatutes, by making his College' at Win-
chefter fubordinate, as well in government
and difcipline, asin ufe and defign, ‘to-that
at Oxford. He placed the' former under
the conftant care and infpectian of the
latter, by .appointing a folemn Vifitation.
‘to be held there evary year, by the Warden
~of his fuperior College in conjunction with
two other Superviors .annually chofen .out
of the Feilows of the fame College.
‘Wykeham enjoyed for many years the
pleafure, a pleafure the greateft to :a geod

3 Regift, Wykeham, part 3. b fol. 183. .
' and
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and geénerous heart that can be enjoyed, of
feeing the good effeéts of his own' benefi-
cence, and receiving in them the. proper
reward of 'his pious labouts; of obferving
his Colleges growing up under his eye,
and comtinually bringing forth thofe fruits
of vigtue, piety, and learning, which he
had reafon to expect from thém. They
continuéd ftill to rife in reputation, and *
furnithed the Church and State with many
emingnt and able men:in 4l profeflions:
Not long after his death, -one'of His own
Scholars,; 'whom he had himfelf feen edu-
tated ih both his Societies, dnd raifed une
der his-infpetion, and probably with his
favour and afliftance in conjunétion with
his own great merits, to a * confiderable de-
gree .aof eminence, .bécame an illuftrious
follower of hi$ great example. This was

4 Nolrx éqdi;iem fefellit opinio : nam inde, velut e:;
* equo Trojano, viri omni tempore virtute excellentes
% prodeunt”’ Polyd. Virgil. Asg Hift. lib. six.

. Neque Collegium quodvis alind vel plures, vel ad
¢ riegotia tum facra tum civilia procyranda magis id-
“ otieos, in Ecclefiam aut Rempublicam emififle con-
“ flat.” ,A. Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. Lib. II. p. 158.

5 ¢¢ Venerabilis Vir Magifter Henricus Chichele,
“ 1. I; P. Canonicus Saram. Revetendi in Chrifto Patris
“ domini Richardi Dei gratia Epifc. Sarum. in remo-
“ tis agentis Vicarius it Spiritualibus Generalis. }un. g,
« 1398."—Regit. Wykeham,. part r, fol. 286, - ©

- 04 Henry
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Henry Chicheley, Archbifhop of Canter-
‘bury; who ¢, befides 2 Chantry and Ho{-
pital, which he buit at Higham-Ferrers,
the place of his birth, founded likewife All
Souls College in Oxford, for the mainte-
nance of forty Fellows (befides Chaplains,
Clerks, and Chorifters) who, according to
Wykeham’s plan, are appointed, twenty-
four of them to the ftudy of Theology and
Philofophy, and the remaining fixteen to
that of the Canon and Civil Laws. He
gave a handfome teftimony of his affection,
efteem, and gratitude, towards the College
in which he had received his Academical
education, by a confiderable prefent, (1231
6s. and 8d. to be a fund for loans to the -
Fellows on proper occafions ;) and by ap-
pomtmg Dr. Richard Andrews, one of that
Society, -and with whom he had contracted
a perfonal acquaintance there, to be the
firft Governor of his own College.

Shortly after this, Henry the Sixth foun- -
ded his two Colleges of Eton and' Cam-
bridge, intifely upon Wykeham’s plan,
whofe ftatutes he has tranfcribed without
any material alteration. While the King

¢ A Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. lib. 2. p. 172, &c
‘Tanner, Notit. Monaft."p. 388 and ‘441.
was
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was: employed in’ this pious work, he 7 fre-
quently ‘honidured Winchefter College with
. his prefence,; mot only to teftify the favour
and regard which he bore to ‘that Society,
but that‘he might ajfo.more nearly infpect,
and perfonally*examine, ‘the laws, the. (pi-
1it, the fuccefs; and:good effects, of an in+
. fitution;, which he propofed to himfelf for
‘a model. . From:hence it appears, that his

. imitationr of Wykehdm’s plan was not ow-
'fi‘mgl t0'a cafual thought’ of his own, or a
pamal recommendatlon from; anbther, oF
an app:obanon founded only on common
. feport: br - popular opmlon; but was the
refult of deliberate inquiry, of knowledge
and experience. He came to Winchefter
College five feveral times with this defign,
and was afterwards frequently there, during
his refidence for above a month at-Win-
dzeﬁcr, when' :the Parliament was - held
there in the year :1449. He was always
received with all the honours and refpect
due to fo illuftrious a gueft, and as con=
flantly teftified his fatisfaction by fome me-
morial of his good-will- and affection to-
wards the SOClcty At one time, he made

-

7 See Appendis, N° XIII
them
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them a prefent of ‘one:hundred nobles to
adorn the: hlg‘h altary with * which was pur-
chafed a pair of !large bafons of filver gilt:
at another, the gave his beft fabe, fave one,
confifting of cloth of tiffue of gold and fur
- of fables; which” was likewife applied to
the ufe of the Chapel : at others, . be ;gave
a chalice of gold, twq phials of' gold, and
a tabernacle of gold, adorned. * with pre-
cious ftones, and with the images of the
Holy Trinity, and- the Blefled Virgin, of
Chryftall. He moreover confirmed =and
enlarged the liberties and . privileges; which
his Royal Predecefiors . had granted to that
Society. A

William * of Waynﬁete was Schoolmaﬂm
of Winchefter College, at the time when
the King made his firft vifit, and had been
fo about eleven years: he had filled that
important poft with fuch ability, and had
executed his office with fuch diligence, judge-
ment, and fuccefs, that the King, to- gwc
his new feminary the greateft advantage it
could poflibly have, that of an excellent

® Vet. Regift. Coll. Wmt
¢ Ibid.. * Ibid.
2 Regift. Coll. Wint.

" and
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and approvetl inftructor, femoved him mext
year to the fame * employment at Eton.
He foon afterwards made :bim Provoft of

Eton College ;: and then, by his recommen-

dation, Bithop- of Winchefter. Waynflete
continued many -years in: tbis ftation, and
was thence enabled to hecome ‘another ge-
nerous. imitatar- of his great - predecefior
‘Wykeham, in his * noble and ample foun-
dation of Magdalen College in Oxford,
He alfo paid New College, out of his efteem
for it, and refpeét to its Foander, (for he
had never been himfelf of that: Society) the
compliment; ' of choefutg - from thence Dr,
Richard Ma(yew to be Prefident of his Col-
- lege; and ° of permitting' his Fellows to
have an equal regard to the members of
the fame Soctety with thofe of their own,
in the choice of their Pmﬁdents for the fu-
Jgure.

- Having menttoned the ﬁngular honour
done to Winchefter College. by the repeated
vifits of a Royal Gueft, I cannot wholly
pafs over fome dxﬁm&lons of the fame

-8 Budden m'Vita Waynﬂeti Parker, ad an, 1447.
4+ A. Wood. H{t Univ. Orom lib. 2. p. 187, &c.
‘Tanner. Notit. Monatt. p. 441.
s Statut. Coll.-Magd, Oxon: -

kind,

[
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kind, as they happen to be recorded,
which Wykeham’s - other College received
in his lifetime; and which were intended
as teftimonies of refpe& to its Founder, as
~well as of favour to the Society. About
¢ the latter end of ‘the year 1388, a
Great Council was held at Oxford, at
which the principal of the nobility affifted.
The New College, as it was called, was
at this time an object of curiofity; it was
but lately finithed, and was by much the
moft confiderable in its appearance of any
then extant: fo that ’tis.no wonder, if the
_ great perfonages there affembled exprefled
an inclination to fee it. Nicholas Wyke-
ham the Warden, either in compliance
with the Founder’s general diretions, or
more probably in obedience to his exprefs
orders. on this occafion, took this oppor-
tunity of fending them an invitation to
his College, which was accepted; and he
had the honour of entertaining the nobi-
lity with their attendants at his lodgings.

5 Rot. Comp. Coll, Nov. an. 1388-9.— ¢ Et in
¢ Expens. fact. in Aula Cuftodis tempore Confilii Re-
¢ gis & aliorum Dominorum regni per Magiftrum Nicho-
¢ laum de Wykeham pro tunc cuitod. pro diverfis Do-
“ minis & eorum famul, vi. 1, xiii. d.”

But
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But the ¢ moft memorable compliment of.
' this kind was paid to that Society about
feur years afterwards by the Duke. of Lan-:
cafter. He made a vifit to. the College,
accompanied by four Knights, and a large.
train of attendants; and was entertained:
there, according ”to the conftant ufage of:
that time, with comfits, fpices, and wine.
I mention this the rather, as.itis a proof,
that the Bifhop of Winchefter was at this
time upon very good terms with the Duke ;.
as indeed he had been ever fince, as well as
before, the great difagreement, that hap-
pened between them at the end of Edward’
the Third’s time. We ® find them, very
foon after this great quarrel, joining toge-
ther in 2 common fuit, in behalf of the
Dean and Chancellor of St. Paul’s London,
and the Bifhop of London’s Vicar General, |
to the Archbifhop of Canterbury; who had
publifhed a fevere fentence of deprivation
againft them for refifting his authority.

¢ Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1392-3. “ Et in
“ expenf. fact. pro Domino Duce Lancaftr. cum iv.
¢ Militibus & aliis multis de familia fua venient. ad Col-
“ legium 13° die Feb. videlicet in 2 lib. de confeét. &
“ 1 1ib. draget. & 6 lagen. vini. vi.f. x. d.”

7 Froiffart. paffim.

$ Parker. Antiq: Brit. ad an. 1379.

5 Nor
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Nordo there - remain. any indications, or
any the leaft traess, of ill-will fubﬁfhng be-:
tween therm .evep after. . Their enmity was-
occafional andopolitieal only, not perfonal ;
* and. when. the canfe: of ‘it ceafed, like true
courtiers; ‘they dropped: thein - refenitment,
‘and-became good:friends': ¥ mean, as good®
friends,..as. courtiers ‘ufually: are, and very
ready: ta: payrione another; upon all com-
mon occafionsy. the:-mutual ofﬁdé"s‘ of ‘civi-:
lity, attentiom, andme{be&‘ e
- Topraceed: to . fome . fanthdr memonals'
of Wykehan;. in. his Epifcopal : capacity :-
The. Archbifhops: of Cantdrtmry and thej
Abbots of. 8t.. Auftin’s in the::fame city. in-:
terfered very: much with one another in'
their fituation:and privileges; and. it was.
not to beexpected; that two fuch. great
perfonages; in' fucli circumftances, fhould.
ever be good neighbours. The conftant.
jealoufy that arofe. from hence: was in ef-
fect the, caufe of frequent difputes between.
them: the Archbifhops watched every op-
portunity of eftablithing a difputed’ power;
and the Abbots were always upon thieir
guard againft all attempts from that quar-
ter. In? the year 1380, Sudbury Arch-

® W. Thorn, Chronica apud X Seriptores, col.. 2155,
bithop
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bithop of Canterbury had a mind to affert
his authority over the Abby, as Legate by
office of the Holy See, tho it was ‘exempt
fram . his. Archiepifcopal. jurifdiction : he
pretemded to make a vifit of devotion tothe
bedies . of . the faints buried there, and was
coming thithér robed in his Pontificals; and
with the Crofs. carried .before him.. Mi~
chacl Peckham the Abbot, alledgmg, AN
defence of the priviledge and exemption of
his Abby, that he hdd no right to come
thither in fuch form. and without permif
fion, fhutthe gates againft him’; and placed
a guard of armed men there to refift him,
if he. (hould attempt to enter by force. Here
was matter enough for.a long and violent
contention: the Archbithop made his com-
plaint to. the Pope of the injury and af-
front offered him, and the Abbot .on the
other hand pleaded the rights and immu~
Rities of his Abby: The Pope referred the
whole matter to Wykeham, and by his:
Bulle gave him full powers to judge in the:
caufe, tp ,cite: all perfons, However privi-
ledged and exempted, and to give fentence
init, which was to.be. final and without ap-
peal. Wykeham feems to have been very
proper ly chofen upon this occafion, as. one.

to
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to whom neither party was like to have any*
~ exception, as judge or mediator in the dif-
pute: the Archbifhop could have no dif-
truft of one of his brethren; and no Bi-
fhop would probably have been more agree-
able to the Abbot, than the perfon from
* whofe hands, by the Pope’s permiffion,
and at his own requeft, he had received
the folemn benediction on. his promotion
to that great dignity. But he had too
much experience and caution to be over-
. hatfty in proceeding in fo delicate an affair,
in which the moft prudent and upright
-arbitrator could only expect to reap offence
and ill-will from one or other, or perhaps
both the parties. However, the miferable
fate of the poor Archbifhop, who' about
the middle of the next year was murdered
by the rebels on Towerhill, prevented all
difficulties of this kind, and put an end to
the whole difpute for the prefent. My
author, an honeft Monk, at that very time
one of the fraternity of St. Auftin’s, and
no doubt a vehement ftickler for the pri-
vileges of his houfe, feems to think his Ab-
bot was endowed with the gift of prophe-

! Regiftr. Wykeham. part 1. fol. 65. W, Thorn.
ibid. col, 2151,
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¢y, in his anfwer to fome threatenings of
the Archbifhop ; and pioufly fuppofes, that
the Prelate’s unhappy end was a judgement
from heaven, inflicted on him by the faints
and patrons of the Monaftery, exerting
themfelves in defence of .God’s fervants.

In * the year 1382 the Bifhops and Cler=«
gy began to be greatly alarmed at the pro-
grefs, which Wickliff’s principles and doc-
trines were daily making, and efpecially
in the Univerfity of Oxford. - Several Pro-
feflors and Doctors, of the firft diftinction
for learning there, began to defend and
maintain them in the fchools, and to preach
them publicly; andin fo doing were open-
ly encouraged and fupported by the coun-
tenance of the magiftrates of the Univerfity,
and particularly by the authority of the
Chancellor Dr. Robert Rygge.

Courtney * Archbithop of Canterbury
thought it high time to inquire into this
matter, and to take proper meafures for
putting a ftop to this growing fect: for
this purpofe, and to give all poflible weight
and folemnity to his proceedings, he fum-

* A. Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. lib. 1.p. 190. Foz,

Vol. 1. p. 407.
# Wilkins Concil. Mag. Bnt Vol. 3. p. 1 575 &c.
P

moned
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moned to his afliftance fome of his brethren
the Bifhops, and feveral other Doctors in
Divinity and Laws; all of them perfons
moft eminent for their fkill and learning,
and foundnefs in religion. They met at
the Black Friars London, and having ex-
amined the conclufions reported to have
been maintained by thefe Preachers, un-
animoufly condemned them, fome as he-
retical, others as erroneous. This deter-
mination the Archbifthop fent down to-
Oxford, ordering at the fame timé the
Chancellor to affift at the publifhing, by
the Bedel of the Faculty of Divinity, this
folemn condemnation of Wickliff’s tenets.
The Chancellor not only refufed to obey
the Archbifhop’s mandate, on pretence that
it was an infringement of the privileges of
the Univerfity, but threatened to oppofe
by force any one, that fhould attempt to
publifh the articles of condemnation. Ac-
cordingly he got a confiderable number of
the party, armed, as it was faid, under
their gowns, to attend him; and by this
means fo intimidated the Archbifhop’s
agents, that no one dared to move in it.
Dr. Philip Repyngdon, at this time the
‘moft ftrenuous and the moft able defender

‘ of
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of Wickliff’s caufe, (tho’ foon afterwards
he recanted, and, being made Bifthop of
Lincoln, became the moft vehement op-
pofer and perfecutor of it) had given out
beforehand, that he would maintain Wick-
liff's doctrines in his fermon at St. Fridef~
wyd’s on the feaft of Corpus Chrifti; and
he did not fail to anfwer the expectation he
had raifed. The Chancellor, who. had ap-
pointed him to preach, was prefent, and
being furrounded by a guard of his party,
prote¢ted him from all interruption and,
infult: and afterwards openly received him
with marks of approbation, and returned
him thanks. The Archbifhop, upon re-
port made to him of thefe particulars, cited
the Chancellor to appear before him. The
Chancellor obeyed, and came before the
Archbithop, and his Synod of Bifhops and
Dotors, once more folemnly convened at
the Black Friars.

The Bithop of Winchefter aﬁiﬁed at
each of thefe Aflemblies, and was, after
the Archbifhop, the principal perfon there.
What fhare he took in the management of
this affair, or with what fpirit he ated in
it, does not at all appear from any authen-
tic evidence, except in this one circum-

P2 ftance:
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ftance : that * when the Chancellor made
his fubmiffion to the Archbithop, and beg-
ged pardon for his offence, the Bifhop of
Winchefter {trenuoufly interceded for him,
and with much difficulty procured his
peace ; upon which the Archbifhop was fa-
tisfied with repnmandmg him for what
was paft, and giving him a fevere admo-
nition with regard to his behaviour for
the future. It fhould feem from hence,
- that Wykeham was inclined to mild and
gentle methods of proceeding in this im-
portant and delicate bufinefs: but the
Bifhops in general were not in the fame
way of thinking; contrary meafures were
purfued ; the Wickliffifts were perfecuted
and difperfed ; the feeds of the Reformation
- were fown more widely, and the harveft,
by being delayed, became the more plen-
tiful, ,

A great * quarrcl happened this_ year
between the Priory of St. Fridefwyd and
the Univerfity of Oxford, on occafion of
the latter’s encroaching upon certain rights
and privileges of the former. The King,
upon frequent complaints made to him by

4+ A, Wood. & Fox, ibid.
5 A. Wood. Hift, Univ. Oxon. lib. 1. p. 189.
: the
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the Priory, interpofed more than once with

his authority, by writs direCted to the

Univerfity, forbidding all fuch encroach-

ments ; but without effe€t. Upon which he

gave a ¢ commiffion to the Bifhop of Win-

chefter and fix others, to inquire into the

merits of the caufe, and to determine’ it

finally. The Commiffioners gave judge-
ment in favour of the Priory, and the Uni-

verfity fubmitted to their decifion.

The Bifhop 7 of Winchefter was likewife
one of .four Commiffioners appointed by
the King to judge in a' difpute that had
arifen among the fellows of Oriel College,
on occafion of the election of a Provoft in
the year 1385; which was happlly com-
pofed by their interpofition.

® the year 1393, Wykeham held a
fourth Vifitation of the Monatftery of his
Cathedral Church of Winchefter. The
principal objets of his inquiry at this:
time were, the ftate and condition of the '
Fabrick ; and that of the Society, both in
refpect of the number of members, and

¢ MS. Rymer. R. 2. Vol. 2. N° 64. dated Nov. 18.
an. reg. 6.

7 A, Wood. Hift, Umv Oxon. Lib. 1. P 194
8 MS. Harleian, N° 328, fol. 12, &c.

P 3  the
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the proper fupply of provifions allotted to
them. The Convent had in former times
confifted of fixty Monks, but was now re-
~ duced to forty-fix; and thefe were but
fcantily ferved with provifions: for the
Priors had for fome time converted to their
own ufe the profits of certain eftates, which
were appropriated to the neceffary fupport
of the Monks; and this had been the occa-
fion of much diffenfion between them and
their fuperior. ‘The Bithop by his Injunc-
tions orders, that the number of Monks
be increafed to fixty, as foon as may be;
and that the Prior, for the time being,
pay yearly out of his profits 40l. towards
their due fupport: upon which confidera-
tion the Monks renounce all farther claim.
upon him. What fuccefs the Bifhop might
have in his endeavours to reftore peace to
the fociety, we cannot fay: but his defign
of augmenting it to the ancient number,
for which indeed he had given general or-
ders in his former injuntions, feems fhill
to have been ineffeCtual ; for at the time
of his death we find ° it was reduced ftill
lower, to the number of forty-two Monks.

® Leger-book of the Church of Wint, N 1. fol. 20.
The
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The other objett of his inquiry prov-
ed a matter of no lefs difficulty. The
Fabrick of the Church was greatly out
of repair, and the eftates allotted to that
ufe were very infufficient for it. The
Bifhop ordered, that the Prior for the
time being, fhould pay 100l. a year for
feven years enfuing, and the Subprior and
Convent 100 marks in like manner, for
this fervice ; over and above the profits of
all eftates fo allotted, and all gifts and le-
gacies. . Whether it were that their reve-
nues proved unequal to fuch a burthen ;
or that the neceflfary repairs required a
much larger fupply; or that the Bifhop
was not fatisfied with providing for a re-
pair only, and what was merely neceffary ;
we find, that foon after he relieved the
Prior and Convent from the whole charge,
and with his ufual generofity took it intirely
upon himfelf.

. For having about this time almoﬁ: finith-
ed his College at Winchefter, he began to
be at liberty to look out for fome new ob-
je&t of 'his munificence, which he never
could fuffer long to continue vacant
and unemployed: and he foon deter-
mined to undertake the repair, or ra-

P4 . ther
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ther the rebuilding, of great part of his
Cathedral Church. The * whole fabrick
then ftanding was ereCted by Bifhop
Walkelin, who began it in the year 1079.
It was of the* Saxon architecture, not great-
ly differing from the Roman; with round
pillars, much ftronger than Doric or Tuf-
can, or fquare piers adorned with fmall
pillars ; round-headed arches and windows;
and plain walls on the outfide without
buttrefles: as appears by the crofs-ifle and
tower which remain of it to thisday. The
nave of the Church had been for fome time
in a bad condition: * Bifhop Edyngdon
undertook to repair it in the latter part of
his time, and by his will ordered his exe-
cutors to finilh what he had begun. And,
- whether in purfuance of his defign, and
by his benefaétion, or otherwife, it appears,
4 that in the year 1371, fome work of this
kind was carrying on at a great expence.

* Tho. Rudborne apud Wharton. Ang, Sacr. Vol. 1,
]é. 294, 295. Vid. etiam p. 256, 285. W. Malmef-

ury.

_* Sir Chriftopher Wren’s Hiftorical account of Weft-
minfter Abby, in a Letter to Bithop Atterbury. See
Xft:gn’s Parentalia, or Widmore’s Hift. of Weftminfter

y- ‘
3 Wh'arto'n. Ang. Sacr. Vol. 1. p. 317.
¢ Regift. Wykeham. part 3. a. fol. 47.

1 However,
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However, Wykeham, upon due confidera-
tion and furvey, found it either fo decayed
and infirm, or elfe fo mean in its appear-
ance, and fo much below the dignity of
one of the firft Epifcopal fees in the king-
dom, that he determined to take down
the whole from the Tower weftward, and
to rebuild it both.in a ftronger and more
magnificent manner. This great work he
undertook in the year 1394, ° and entered
upon it the beginning of the next year,
upon the following ¢ conditions, ftipulated
between him and the Prior and Convent;
who acquit the Bifhop of all obligation to
it, and acknowledge it as proceeding from
his mere liberality, and zeal for the ho-
nour of God : They agree to find the whole
{caffolding neceflary for the work ; they give
the Bifthop free leave to dig and to carry

away chalk and fand from any of their .

lands, as he fhall think moft convenient
and ufeful for the fame purpofe; and they
allow the whole materials of the old build-
ing to be applied to the ufe of the new.

5 ¢ Novam fabricam [Ecclefiz Wynton.] incepit die
¢¢ Mercurii prox. poft feftum omnium Sané&orum anno
¢¢ regni Regis Richardi II. xv111. & anno confecrationis
¢ dicti Patrisxxviir.” MS. Coll. Wint.

¢ Leger-book of Winchefter Church, N° 1. fol. 18.
& Appendix, N° XVIL '

He
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He employed William Winford as Archi-
~ tect: Simon Membury was appointed fur-
veyor of the work on the Bifhop’s part,
and John Wayte, one of the Monks, con-
troller on the part of the Convent. As the
Church of Winchefter is fituated in low
ground, which, without great precaution
and expence, affords no very fure founda-
tion for fo weighty a ftruGture, Wykeham
thought it fafeft to confine himfelf to the
plan of the former building, and to make ufe
of a foundation already tried, and fubject
to no hazard. He even chofe to apply to
his purpofe fome part of the lower order
of pillars of the old Church, though his
defign was in a different ftyle of archi-
teCture ; that which we commonly call
Gothic, with pointed arches and windows,
without key-ftones, and pillars confifting
of an affemblage of many fmall ones clofe-
ly connected together ; but 7 which is more
properly Saracen, for fuch was its origin:
the Crufades gave us an idea of this form
of architecture, which afterwards prevailed
throughout Europe. The pillars or piers
of the old building, which he made ufe

7 Sir Chriftopher Wren. ibid.
- ofy
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of, were about fixteen feet in height; of
the fame form with thofe in the eaft fide of -
the northern Crofs-ifle: thefe he carried
up higher, according to the new defign,
altering their form, but. retaining their
ftrength, and adopting them as a firm ba-
fis for his own work. The new pillars are
nearly equal in bulk to the old ones; and
the intercolumnation remains much the
fame. Thefe circumftances, in which fta-
bility and fecurity were very wifely in the
firft place confulted, have been attended
however with fome inconveniences; as it
feems owing to them, that this building
has not that lightnefs and freedom, and
that elegance of proportion, which might
have been expected from Wykeham’s known
tafte in architeCture, and from the ftyle
and manner of his other works in this
kind ; of which we have evident examples
in the Chapels of both his Colleges,” efpe-
cially in the weftern part of that of New
College in Oxford, which is remarkably
beautiful. To the farther difadvantage of
its prefent appearance, an alteration, which
could not then be forefeen, has fince hap-
pened. At that time the buildings of the
Monaftery covered the whole fouth fide of

‘ the
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the Church, fo that it feemed needlefs to
be at a great expence upon ornaments
in that part, which was like to be for ever
concealed. By the demolition of the Mo-
- naftery this fide is now laid open, and dif-
covers a defet of buttrefles and pinnacles,
with which the north fide, which was then
the only one in view, is properly furnifhed.
Another alteration of the fame kind has
been made in the infide, and with the like
effet : immediately before the entrance of
the Choir ftood the Veftry, which extend-
ing from fide to fide of the Nave, pre-
vented the intire conformation of thofe
pillars, againft which it refted, to the
' new defign, but at the fame time con-
cealed the irregularity: in the time of
Charles the Firft this was pulled down,
and the prefent beautiful fkreen, the work
. of Inigo Jones, was eretted; but no care
‘was taken, by an eafy and obvious altera-
tion, to- corret a deformity, which was
then uncovered, and fhll continues to dif-
grace the building, in a part, which of all
others is the moft frequently expofed to
obfervation.  However, with all its defes,
which appear thus to be owing partly to
an accidental and unforefcen change of

. circum-
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circumftances, partly to the care of avoid-
ing greater inconveniences, there is no
fabrick of its kind in England, after thofe
of York and Lincoln, which excells this
part of the Cathedral Church of Winchefter,
in greatnefs, ftatelinefs, and majefty. This
great pile took up about ten years in erec-
ting, and * was but juft finithed when the
Bifhop died. He ° had provided in his will
for the intire completion of his defign by
his executors in cafe of his death; and
allotted 2 §oo marks for what then remained
to be done, befides 500 marks for the glafs
windows : this was about a year and a half
before itwas finifhed ; by which fome fort of
eftimate may be made of the whole expence.

¢ ¢« Quod quidem opus feliciter confummavit.” Trac-
tat. in Vet. Regift. Coll. Wint. See alfo Appendix,
N°XVI. But the article of agreement between - the
Bithop and the Convent, dated Auguft 16, 1404, fup-
poles it at that time not quite finithed. Leger-book Ch.
of Winchefter, Ne I. fol. 18.

s See Appendix, N® XVIL

THE
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SECTTION VIL

Civil affairs during the latter part of the
Reign of Richard the Second.

E have feen the part, which the Bi-

fhop .of Winchefter had hitherto

acted under Richard II: not wholly retir mg

from civil affairs, nor forward to engage in

them; ready to give his afliftance in the
public fervice, whenever it was demanded;

prompted to it by duty to his country, not
incited by any private interefts, or am-
bitious views of his own. He main-
tained
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. tained the fame conduét, and the fame
referve, throughout this whole reign; but
could not avoid being borne away by the
tide of public bufinefs, farther than hisown
inclination or judgement would have car-
ried him in times of fo great danger and
difficulty. Two parties began now to di-
vide the nation; and, as it ufually hap-
pens, the bounds of moderation ‘were little
obferved on either fide. The King was
wholly poflefled by a fet of favourites and
flatterers, intent upon their own views of
avarice and ambition, and totally regard-
lefs of their mafter’s honour or the good
of the public. The chief of thefe were,
Robert de Vere Earl of Oxford, created
by him Marquefs of Dublin and Duke of
Ireland : a young man of no abilities, nor
any other merit, than that of a grace-
ful perfon, ' and an unlimited compli-
ance with the King’s humour. Michael
de 1a Pole, made earl of Suffolk and Chan-
cellor: a man of excellent parts and fine
. natural endowments; but who had not,
either by nobility of birth or dignity of cha-
ralter, fufficient credit and authority for
the ftation, to which he was raifed ; nor
any other principle, than that of ufing all
means

2
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means whatever of eftablifhing his fortunie
by cultivating the King’s favour and par-
tiality towards him. Alexander Nevil
Archbifhop of York, and Sir Simon Bur-
ley : both men of credit and capacity, and
the latter a fervant of the late Prince of
Wales, and placed by him near his fon’s
perfon; but neither of them had the cou-
rage or honefty to make ufe of his influ-

ence and authority, which was very great
with the young King, in giving him pro-
per advice, and checking him in his ex-
ceffes.  The King himfelf was of that
eafy and complying temper, which laid
him open to the praétices of infinuation
and flattery, and rendered him wholly fub-
fervient to the will of thofe, who had gained
his affeCtions. As he had no great inclina-
tion, fo neither was he encouraged or fuf-
fered by his favourites, to apply himfelf to
public affairs: he purfued nothing but his
pleafures ; he loved feafting and jollity, the
company of the fprightlieft young men
and the gayeft ladies of his court; he was
immoderately fond of pomp and fhew *, a
multitude

' ¢ Fertur tamen quod inter alias hujus mundi divi-
¢ tias fecit fibi fieri unam tunicam de perillis & aliis
lapidibus
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multitude of attendants, and extravagance
of every fort in his way of living. His
* Court was the moft fplendid and mag-
nificent of all of that time; and the ftand-
ing expence of his houthold far exceeded
what it had ever been in any preceding
reign. It is faid ’, that the retainers to

| | the

< lapidibus preciofis & auro ex propria ordinatione
¢ faCtam ad 30,000 marcarum in valorem appreciatam.”.
Monach. Evefham. in Vita R, 2%, p. 156, Edit,
Hearn.

* Froiffart.

3 John Hardyng, who may be reckoned a contempo-
rary writer, (for he fays, that he himfelf faw the earth-
quake in the year 1382,) gives the following account of
Richard the Second’s Court, upon the information of
one that was an officer in it. :

Trevwolp § herde Wobere Fbelefe laie

Clerke of the grenecloth, that to the Houleholde
Come eherp daie fov mofte pactie alwaie .
@en thoulande folke be his meles tolde
‘That tollowed the houleholde aie ag they wolde,
aAny in the Kechyn thre hundreth fechprours
fnd in ech office manp occupiours,

Anv ladieg faiet with theive gentle women,
Chambrers allo and labenders,
Thre bundreth were accounted of tb%»m then,
Ther wafle ‘gtztz pride amonge the ofticers
And ober all men fer paldpnge theive compery
DF viche avraie and muche more cottioule
Than wafe hefore ot Gth and more precioule.
Q Pomen



2206 THE LIFE OF

the court, fuch as daily reforted thithers
and had tables provided for them there,
amounted to ten thoufand perfons. There
were three hundred fervants in the kitchen 3
and every other office was furnithed in the
like proportion. ‘The courtiers ftudied to
pleafe the King's tafte, and gave into an €x~

nfivenefs of equipage and drefs, that ex-
ceeded all bounds : the example had an uni-
verfal influence, and vanity and profufe-
nefs foon became the prevailing humour of
the nation. Though the people were
pleafed at firft with the fplendid appearance’
of the court, and were ready enough to run
into the fame fpirit of extravagance; yet
as foon as they felt the neceffary confequence

Pomen and gromys in cloth of filk avraied
LHatepn and damagke {n doblettegand in gomneg
Fn cloth of grapne and ghatlett for unpaied ‘
Tutt wetke wale grete both in courte and tones
[+Bothe in meng hoddes and allo in theiv gotones]
Browdroute and furtes goldelmypth twerk aie newe

Fn manp wile ech daice thep dide tenetot,

‘##t*'#ﬁ.*%.

@rete tage the Rynge aie toke thrugh all the lonbe

~ For tbiche comong hyin Yated tree and bonve.
Hardyng’s Chronicle. MS. Harleian. N° 661. fol.

150,

+ This verfe waﬁting in MS: fupplied from Grafton’s
Edition. , ¢
()
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of it upon themfelves, in a new burthen
of taxes, continually increafing, and ren-
dered {till more burthenfome as they them-
felves grew lefs frugal, they began to mur-
mur againft the King, to withdraw their
affeCtion from him by degrees, and at laft
to hate him. No vice whatever can be in-
fignificant, and of little unportance, in
Princes: even their levities and indifcre-
tions have often the moft pernicious effeéts
with regard to their fubjects, and are. of
the moft fatal confequence to themfelves.
The party that oppofed the court was
headed by the Duke of Glocefter, the young-
eft of the King’s uncles. He was a man
of confiderable abilities, and great fpirit
and refolution; active, bold, and vehe-
ment; eafily fired, and incapable of dif-
fembling his opinions or his refentments.
He feems to have had the honour of the
~ nation, and the public good, fincerely at
heart; but failed of attaining his ends, by
purfuing them with too much violence:
by the impetuofity of his temper he drove
the King to extremities, when more gentle
methods might have fucceeded better both
for himfelf and his country. His bro-
. thers, thc Dukes of Lancafter and York,

Q2 may
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may properly be accounted of the fame
arty: but the former was often abfent in
purfuit of his own foreign interefts, and
it was always in the King’s power to gain
him by a proper bait thrown out to his
ambition: the latter * was of an indolent
difpofition, a lover of pleafure, and averfe
to bufinefs; eafily prevailed upon to lie ftill
and confult his own quiet, and never act-
ing with fpirit upon any occafion. The

s That Eymonde Hight of langelep of goode chere
Glabe and mery and of hig oon aie Iehed :
Withoutyn wronge ag chronpelers habe breved,

- dWhen all lotdeg went to counlels and Parle-
ment, . ' -

e wolve to hunteg and allo to haukynme

Al gentilneg dilporte that mprth appent

$re uled aie and to the poor fupportynge

ther eveche wale in anp place hidpnge

Qithoute fupprife ov any ertorcion

£Ff the poratle ot any opprellion,

A EEEEEEEE T

The Bynge than made the Duke of Vorke be
name
Mailter of the MWetwehoule and of haukes feive
Df hig venerie and mailter of hig game
Jn whatt cuntraie that he vide vepeive
Qbiche wale to hpm toithoute anp dilpeirs
ddell mote comforte and a gretter gladenes
Than been a lotde of worldely grete viches.
. SR Ibid, fol. 147.

.

King
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King was always jealous of his uncles; dar-
ing his minority, of the Duke of Lancaf-
ter chiefly; afterwards of the Duke of Glo-
cefter: and the nation at firft feems to
have been in the fame difpofition towards
them; for the Parliament never trufted
them with the King’s education, nor with
the care of his perfon, and fcarcely with
any fhare in the public adminiftration, fo
far as feemed properly due to their great
quality, ftation, and influence; and it was
manifeftly the intereft of the favourites to
concur with both in excluding them intirely.
The other leaders of the popular party
were, Henry of Bolingbroke Earl of Derby,
the Duke of Lancafter’s fon ; the Earl of
Arundel, with his brother the Bifhop of -
Ely; the Earls of Nottingham, and War-
. wick ; the principal noblemen of the king-
dom for their power, credit, and ablh-
ties.

The King’s extravagance, and the greedi-
nefs of his courtiers, kept him always needy
and dependent. The murmurs of the
people, and the complaints in Parliament
of mifmanagement of the revenue, and of
the expence of the King’s houfhold, had
never ceafed from almoft the beginning "of

Q3 his
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his reign; and fo far were they from being
effeCtually redrefled, that the grounds and
caufes of them were continually increafing. -
A conjun&ure now offered, that gave the
Parliament an opportunity of exerting it-
felf with more advantage, and calling the
minifters and favourites to a fevere ac
count. In *the fummer of the year 1386
the French had made vaft preparations for
an invafion of England; a great army was
immediately raifed for the defence of the
kingdom, and a Parliament was called in
the beginning of October, to fupport the
neceflary expences on this occafion. The
Earl of Suffolk, Chancellor, opened the Par-
“liament by demanding a very large fupply :
the Parliament made no anfwer to this de-
mand, but addreffed the King to remove
the Chancellor and Treafurer from their
offices. The King received this addrefs
with great indignation, and returned a
moft haughty anfwer to it; and to fhew °
how little inclined he was to countenance
~ the defigns formed againft his minifters, or
to concur with the Parliament in their pro-
ceedings, he withdrew to his palace at

# Knyghton inter X fcriptores. ‘T, Walfingham.
' Eltham.
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'Eltham. After feveral meflages had paffed
between them to no purpofe, the Parlia-
ment at laft fent to him his uncle the Duke
of Glocefter and Arundel Bithop of Ely,
who fo openly declared to him the refolu-
tion of the Parliament, and the ill confe~
quences which his proceedings might have
with regard to himfelf, that he thought
proper to return to Weftminfter, and to
comply with all their defires. The * Chan-
cellor, the Treafurer; and the Keeper of
the Privy Seal, were. removed from their
offices; and by petition of the Lords
and Commens, Arundel Bithop of Ely,
John Gilbert Bifthop of Hereford, and John
de Waltham, were put in their places.
The Chancellor was impeached by the
Commons; the grants which he had ob-
tained of the King were reverfed ; and he
was adjudged to be imprifoned and ran-
fomed at the King’s pleafure, .
The Parliament having obtained thus
much, and being now delivered from the
apprehenfions of the French invafion,
which had mifcarried, were refolved to
proceed to a thorough reformagion of all

$ Rot Parl. 10. R. 3.

Q4 the -
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the abufes fo long complained of in vain.
They ° reprefent to the King, that the pro—
fits and revenues of the kingdom, by the
infufficient counfel and ill management of
his officers and others about his perfon,
have been fo confumed, alienated, and
mifapplied, that neither his ftate and houf-
hold can be honourably fupported, nor
the wars for the defence of the kingdom
maintained, without intolerable oppreflion
of the people : they therefore petition, that
certain Lords and others, whom they name,
may be of his great council, together with
the three great Officers, with powers to
.view and examine the ftate of the realm,
to remedy all abufes, and to redrefs all
grievances. ‘TheKing, in compliance with
this requeft, iffues a commiffion under his
great feal, conftituting the Archbifhops of
Canterbury and York, the Dukes of York
and Glocefter, the Bifhops of Winchefter
and Exeter, the Abbot of Waltham, the
Earl of Arundel, the Lords Cobham, le
Scrope, and Devereux, to be of his great
and continual Council for one year, in
aid of the good government of the king-

¢ Rot. Parl. 10.R 2. Knyghton. Col. 2686. Regift.
Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 83.

dom,
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dom, for the due execution of the laws,
and the relief of the ftate of the King and
his people. They are invefted with full
powers to furvey and examine the eftate
and government of his whole kingdom,
his courts and houfhold, and the behavi-
our of all his officers of what degree foever ;
to inquire into the ftate of his revenues
of all forts, to examine into all kinds of
grants and alienations, of fees and rewards,
in his grandfather’s time as well as his
own ; to enter his courts, to cite perfons,
and order records to be produced, to hear
complaints, and to take informations, as
to all thefe and the like matters; and to
correct, amend, fully execute, and finally
determine, every thing, asit fhall feem beft
to them, for the profit and honour of the
King, and the good of his people. Thefe
ample powers are granted to any fix of .
them, together with the three great Offi-
cers of ftate; and their refolutions are to
be determined by a majority. The com-
miffion is confirmed by ftatute; and it is
enacted, that if any one fhall difturb the
Commiffioners in the execution of it, or
advife the King to make any revocation
of their power; the perfon on convition
‘ | fhall
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fhiall forfeit hLis goods and chattels, for
the firft attempt; and for the fecond, fhail
be punifbed as a traitor. Upen this 7 the
Lords and Commons, befides certain fub-
fidies already granted, grant a farther fub-
fidy of half a tenth and half a fifteenth;
on condition, that, if the fubfidies before
granted fhall, by the diligence and good
ordinance of the faid commiffioners, fuf-
fice for the charges of the next year, then
the laft mentioned fubfidy fhall in no wik
be levied: and alfo, that no other perfons
be affociated or afligned to the Lords Com-
miflioners, befide thofe that are mentioned
in the commiffion. Moreover all the grants
above mentioned are made on the follow-
ing condition, that if the power given to
the faid Lords by the commiffion fhall be
in any manner defeated or repelled; or if
the faid Lords fhall in any way be dif-

turbed, fo that they tannot freely ufe the

full power committed to them; then the

levy and demand of whatever fhall remain

to be levied by virtue of the faid grants

thall wholly ceafe; alfo that Letters Patent

under the great feal fhall be iffued, recit-

? Rot. Parl, 10. R, 2.
ing

- -
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ing the caufe, manner, and conditions of
all the grants aforefaid.

The King concluded the Parliament
with making open proteftation by his own
mouth, that nothing done in it fhould pre-
judice him or his Crown, but that the Royal
prerogative thould be ftill faved and. main-

tained.

This commiflion, which in a manner di-
vefted the King of his autherity, and placed
the whole power of the government in
the hands of fourteen perfons, was of the
fame kind, and obtained by much the fame
means, with thofe under Henry the Third
and Edward the Second; precedents, both
in their nature and their confequences, of
dangerous example, Yet it muft be allowed,
that the Duke of Glocefter, who was the
author and diretor of the whole defign,
had filled it with men for their rank, worth,
and capacity, the beft qualified for fo great
a truft. William Courtney Archbifhop
of Canterbury, the Bithop of Winchefter,
and the Lord Richard Le Scrope, were
perfons of the greateft credit, abilities, and
experience, and had all of them executed
the office of Chancellor with high reputa-
tion. The fame may be faid of Thomas

de
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de Brantingham Bifhop of Exeter, who
had * twice borne the office of Treafurer,
once in Edward the Third’s ttme, and
again in the prefent reign. The Arch-
bithop of York was admitted into the num-
ber, on account of the dignity of his fta-
tion, tho’ one of the King’s principal’ fa-
vourites : and on the fame account much
more properly the Duke of York, whofe
high quality alone muft have given him
great influence, and whofe moderation was
known umverfally. The Earl of Arundel
and his brother, and the Lord Cobham,
the moft ftrongly attached to the Duke of
Glocefter, and the moft deeply engaged in
his meafures, were at the fame time noble-
men of diftinguithed honour, worth, and
integrity. As to the Bifhop of Winchefter
in particular, he feems to have had a place
in the commiffion, as one whofe reputation
would give weight to it, without having
made any advances himfelf towards the at-
tainment of that honour: this is certain,
that he, together with feveral others of his
collegues, took care to have as little fhare

¥ Dugdale’s Chronica Series,

u as
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as poffible in the exercife of thofe dangerous
powers, with which they were invefted.
The King’s defign in making the pro-
teftation abovementioned, at the conclu-
fion of the Parliament, was at that time
fufficiently underftood, and his proceed-
ing foon after fully explained it. The®
Parliament was no fooner difmiffed; than
he releafed the Earl of Suffolk from his
imprifonment, and readmitted him ‘to his
prefence, and to all his former favour.,
And with him and the reft of his late mi-
nifters he confulted, how he might free
himfelf from the reftraint laid upon him
by the Parliament, and be revenged of
his ‘oppofers. The fcheme concerted be-:
tween them was, to procure the folemn
opinion of all the Judges of the illegality
of the commiffion and ftatute lately ex-
torted from the King ; to raife a fufficient
body of forces to fupport him in main-
taining his prerogative ; and to procure a
Parliament, which fhould be more at his
devotion. In order to execute this pro-
je&t, all the Judges and the Sheriffs of the
feveral counties were fummoned to attend

~ » Knyghton, Walfingham. ,
the
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the King at Nottingham: the Judges were
obliged to give their opinion, that the late
commiflion and ftatute were null and void,
as made againft theKing’s will; and that all,
that were concerned in procuring them, were
guilty of treafon. But it was nat fo eafy
to induce the Sheriffs to engage for the

" raifing the army, and precuring the Par-

liament, which the King required : fo that
he returned to London, after having de-
clared his defigns, without being able to
put them in execution. Upon this the Duke
of Glocefter, - with the Earls of Derby,
Arundel, Warwick, and Nottingham,
raifed an army of 40,000 men, and marched
to London. Without entering the city,
they deputed the Archbifhop of Canter-
bury, the Duke of York, the Bifhops of
Winchefter and Ely, and four others, all
Lords Commiffioners, to the ng, to de-
mand that thofe evil Counfellors, who had
interrupted the Commiflioners in their pro-
ceedings, and had caufed differences be-
tween the King and the Lords of his Coun-
cil, might be punifhed as traitors ; proteft-
ing, that they meant not to attempt any
thing againft his perfon or honour. Thefe
Lords, who chofe to a& as mediators be-

tween,
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tween both parties, endeavoured what they
could to reconcile the King to the confe-
derate Lords, and to perfuade him to com-
ply with their defires. The King, un-
able to refift, and at a lofs for any other
expedient, feemed to hearken to their ad-
vice, They returned therefore to the con-
federates, to make fome propofals for an
accommodation. It was at laft agreed,
that the Lords confederate fhould' be ad-
mitted to the King’s prefence, and in the
moft dutiful manner fhould lay before him
their grievances.. The mediating Lords
gave them their oaths on the King’s be-
half, that they fhould come and return in
fafety ; and for themfelves, that, if they
thould know of any treacherous defign
formed againft them, they would warn
them of it. The King received them with
great folemnity on his throne in Weftmin-
fter hall ; he treated them with an appear-
ance of friendthip, and promifed them fa-
tisfaction in the next Parliament, which
he then appointed. Thefe fair proceed-
ings of the King were only te amufe the
Lords, while the Duke of Ireland was raif-
ing an army for him in Wales and Che-
fhire. The confederate Lords, when they
7 heard
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heard he was coming againft them, de-
tached a part of their army to meet him,
under the command of the Earl of Derby,
who intirely defeated him at Radcott-bridge
in Oxfordfhire. This blow fo terrified the
King, that he betook himfelf to the Tower
of London. ~After many collufions with
the Lords, he was obliged to give up his
favourites, and to meet them in Parliament.
In * this Parliament, the Lords confederate
exhibited an impeachment of treafon againft
the Duke of Ireland, the Earl of Suffolk,
the Archbifhop of York Sir Robert Tre-
filian, and Sir Nicholas Brambre. The three
former, having made their efcape, were at-
tainted and outlawed: the two laft were
executed as traitors. The Judges *, who
had given their opinions at Nottingham,
were banifhed: the Bifhop of Chichefter,
who had been concerned in procuring thofe
opinions, was found guilty of treafon, and

* Rot. Parl, 11. R. 2.

* The houfe or Inn of Sir Robert de Belknap, late
Chief Juftice attainted, in the parith of St. Mary Mount-
haute London, was in the year following granted by
the King to William of Wykeham, in confideration of
certain {ums due to him: which grant was confirmed
by Henry 4th. Index Rot. Parl. 12. R, 2. & 1. H. 4.
Bibl. Cotton. Titus, c. 3.

attainted.
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attainted. Sir Simon Burley, Sir John
Beauchamp, Sir John Salifbury; Sir James
Berners, Thomas Utk, and John Blake,
Efgrs; were tried, found guilty, and exe-
cuted ; maft of them charged with crimes
not before declared to be treafon, and the
charge hardly fupported with fufficient
proof. At the canclufion of this Parlia-
ment, the King with great folemnity re-
newed his Coronation oath, the temporal
Lords did him homage, and the Prelates
fwore fealty ta him ; both houfes took an
oath to maintain the acls of this Parlia-
ment, and the fame oath was impofed on
the people throughout the kingdom. The
Bithaps pronounced fentence of excom-
munication, againft all that fhould break
this oath, or difturb the peace of the realm.
The whole proceedings of. the Lords con-
federate were approved, confirmed, and
pardoned, in the fulleft manner; and
20,0001, allowed them for their charges
out of the fubfidies granted. All things
feemed to be pretty well compofed : but
the King only diffembled his refentment,
and referved himfelf for a more favourable
opportunity of vindicating his own au-
thority, and taking vengeance for the lofs

R of
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of his friends : and the people fufficiently
declared their diflike of fuch extraordinary
and irregular, as well as fevere and fan-
guinary . meafures, by giving this Parlia-
ment the names of the * Wonder-working,
and * the Unmerciful Parliament.

The King was determined to fhake off
the reftraint, which the Parliament had
laid upon him, and affert his Royalty, as
foon as a proper occafion fhould offer. He
was full one and twenty years of age be-
fore the laft Parliament met; but that was
no feafon for him to claim to himfelf any
new authority on this account ; and as he
then found by experience, that he was not
able to contend with the party that op-
pofed him, he was afraid of ﬁirring for
fome time, left he fhould roufe again the
fame fpirit of refiftance.- The beginning
of the next year feemed more favourable
to his defigns: every thing was now quiet
at home, and a truce was on the point of
being concluded both with France and
Scotland The King refolved therefore

3 Hollmihed Stow.

+ Knyghton.

s He was born at Bourdeaux Jao. 6.1366-7.  Froiffat.
W. Thorn, Chromca inter X Scriptores.

to
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to declare himfelf of full age in form, and
to make the experiment of exerting his au-
thority in a fignal manner. He ° fum-
moned a Council at Weftminfter on the
third of May 1389. As foon as they
were affembled, the King entered, and on
a fudden demanded, how old they took
him to be : upon their acknowledging, that
he was upwards of twenty-one, Then, re-
plied he, I am of full age to govern my
houfhold and kingdom: for why fhould
my condition be worfe than that of the
meaneft of my fubjects ? The Lords allow-
ing his claim, and faying, that he ought
not to be abridged of any of his rights;
he proceeded to tell them, that hitherto he
had been under their tuition and manage-
ment, and was not at liberty to do any
thing without their advice, thanking them
for the care they had taken of himfelf and

his kingdom ; but that now he would take
the reins of government into his own hands,
and choofe fuch officers to ferve him, as
he fhould think moft expedient ; and that
therefore he would difcharge all thofe, who
were at prefent in office under him. He

¢ Knyghton, Walfingham. v
: R 2 then



244 THE LIFE OF

then ordered the Chancellor to deliver to
him the Great Seal. He difplaced the
Treafurer, and the Keeper of the Privy Seal,
and the Earl of Arundel Admiral, all
of whom had been appointed by Parlia-
ment. And his uncle the Duke of Glo-
~cefter, with the Earl of Warwick, and fe-
“veral others of the principal nobility, he
removed from the Council-board. The
King offered the Great Seal to the Bifhop
of Winchefter. The’ Bifthop did all he
could to excufe himfelf from accepting it:
he neither defired the office itfelf, nor was
pleafed with the conjunéture and circum-
ftances, in which it was offered to him;
but the King prefled it upon him in fuch
a manner, that he could not refufe it; and
® the next day, Wykeham, much againft
his inclination, was again conftituted Chan-
cellor of England.

From this circumftance it appears clear-
ly enough, that the King had not con-
certed this matter with the Bifhop before-
hand ; and therefore, that Wykeham had
no thare in advifing or approving the bold

7'Monachus Evethamenfis in vita Richardi II. ab
Hearnio editus. T. Walfingham.
8 Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 616.

and
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and hazardous ftep, which the King had
taken. - However, being now at the head
of his counfels, he feems to have ufed his
utmoft endeavours to corret and foften it,
and prevent all the ill confequences, that
might be apprehended from it. With this
defign, a proclamation ° was publifhed four
days afterwards, fetting forth, that for the
more effeCtually maintaining the tranquil-
lity of the nation, the King had, by the
advice and affent of his Prelates and Peers,
taken into s own hands the full and in-
tirg government of the kingdom ; and that
he .hoped and firmly purpofed, with the
affiftance of God and the advice of his
Council, to govern his people more to their
honour, peace, and profperity, than they
had hitherto been governed. And to pre-

vent the uneafinefs and apprehenfions,

which many concerned in the late dif-

turbances might otherwife lie under, he at

the fame time fully confirmed all the par-

dons before granted on that account in

Parliament. This * proclamation was in a

few days fucceeded by another, full of the
/

* Ibid. p. 619.
' Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 627.4

R 3 ' moft
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moft affectionate expreflions towards his
people, and defigned as a fpecimen of the
moderation of his future government: 1t
contained a fufpenfion of the payment of
half the tenth and fifteenth granted in the
late Parliament held at Cambridge, till the
King fhould fee a more urgent occaficn for
levying it.

The * Parliament met at Weftminfter
on Monday the 17th of January, 1389-9q,
when the Bifhop of Winchefter, Chancellor
of England, by command of the King then
prefent in Parliament, declared the caufe
of the fummons. The fubftance of his
fpeech upon this occafion is recorded in
the Parliament Rolls. ¢ He informs them,
that the principal caufe of holding the
prefent Parliament 1is, that the King,
who had been long of tender age, being
now by the blefling of God arrived to
maturity of years and difcretion, is ftill
more confirmed in that earneft defire, and
unalterable purpofe, which he hath al-
ways entertained, of ruling his fubjets
in peace and tranquillity, equity and juf-
tice ; refolving to govern his people and

LY ‘- -~ L) L) K.} Rl "N Ao -~

* Rot. Parl. 13. R. 2.
' ¢ kingdom
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¢ kingdom ftill better, if better may be:
< and that he wills, that as well Holy
¢« Church, as the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
¢ poral and the Commons, thould have and
< enjoy their liberties, franchifes, and pri-
¢ vileges, in time to come, as they have rea-
¢ fonably ufed and enjoyed them in the times
¢« of his noble progenitors, the Kings of
« England. He farther declares, that the
¢ kingdom 1is furrounded with "enemies,
¢ namely, thofe of France, Spain, and
¢« Guienne on the one fide, and of Scotland
¢ and Ireland on the other; and that it is
¢ not certainly known, whether the truce,
¢ which is concluded between our Lord
¢ the King and his adverfaries of France
¢ and Scotland, to continue from the 15th
¢ of Auguft laft paft at fun-rifing, to the
¢ 16th of Auguft that is to be in the year
¢ 1392 at fun-rifing, will hold or not : and
¢ in cafe it fhould hold, that it will be never-
¢ thelefs neceflary to take proper meafures
¢ for the fafeguard of the borders of Scot-
¢ land, and of Calais, Breft, and Cher-
¢ burgh, and alfo for the fecurity of Ire-
* ¢ land and Guienne; that embaffies muft
¢ likewife be fent, in order to a treaty of
¢ peace, and to fettle the articles of the
R4 ¢ treaty,
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¢ treaty, and finally to conclude it: that
¢ the King cannot by any means fupport
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the expences and charges neceflary for
thefe purpofes, as is well known, with-
out the aid of his Lords and Commons:-;
that therefore they muft advife and order,
how and in what manmer the faid ex-
pences and charges may be fupplied and
fevied, fo as to lay as little burthen as
poflible upon the people. He moreover -
acquaints them, that the King defires to,
be informed by the Commons, how the
laws of the land and the ftatutes are kept
and executed, and his peace maintained
in all parts of the realm, and whether
there be any difturbers of them: as like-
wife of thofe that move and maintam
quarrels and vexatious {uits in the coun-
try, to the hindrance of the law and-op-
preflion of the people; and how fuch
evils may be beft redrefled and amended,
and the kingdom better governed in time
to come ; the faid Commons being obliged
of right and before God to inform the
King, and to employ all their ‘care and
diligence in the corretting of fuch faults
to the utmoft of their power. He far-
ther informs them, that the King wills,

¢ that
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< that full right and juftice be done to the
< poor as well as to the rich ; and that, if
< there be any cafe or fuit that cannot be
< well redrefled by the common law, the
< King hath afligned certain Clerks of his
< Chancery, to receive the petitions of the
¢ complainants, and certain Lords to hear
< and anfwer the fame petitions, the names
< of which Lords and Clerks will be read
¢ openly by the Clerk of Parliament ; and
< that thofe, who would prefent fuch peti-
< tions, muft deliver them before the next
< Monday in the evening.’

As foon as the neceffary forms of open-
ing the Parliament were over, the new
miniftry took another meafure, probably
fuggefted by the Bifthop of Winchefter,

and arifing from his great prudence and
~ caution; however manifeftly tending to
the fame defign, which he had hitherto
purfued ; namely, to obviate all occafion
of complaint againft the King’s late pro-
ceedings, in removing the great Officers
and Council appointed by Parliament, ard
the manner in which they themfelves had
been introduced, and to fhew both the
King and his Minifters in a popular light.
The
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The * Bifhop of Winchefter Chancellor»
and the Bifhop of St. David’s Treafurer»
being the two great Officers of State, (for
*the Privy Seal feems at this time to have
been vacant) with all the Lords of the Cour-
cil, prayed the King in Parliament to be
difcharged of their offices, in confideration
of the great and continual labours and ex-
pences they had undergone therein, and
to have others placed in them. At the
fame time the Chancellor gave up to the
King the Great Seal, and the Treafurer the
keys of the Exchequer: which the King
receiving, difcharged thofe officers together
with the Lords of the Council. As foon
as they had received their difcharge, they
required openly, that if any perfon would
complain of any thing unduly done by
them, he fhould declare it to the King in
Parliament. The Commons required time
to advife of this matter till the next day ;

s Rot. Parl. 13. R. 2.

4 I conclude fo, and that it was in the Chancellor’s
hands, from the following article in Wykeham’s Re-
gifter. <« Memorandum, quod die Mercurii g"° die
¢ Martii anno regni Regis Richardi 2¢i 13m° venerabilis
¢ pater Dominus Wilhelmus de Wykeham Epifcopus
¢ Wynton. apud Weftminft. reddidic Domino Regi
¢ Sigillum fuum fecretum, videlicet anulum.” Regift.
Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 100.

8

at
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at which time they with the Lords, upon
demand made by the Duke of Lancafter
by the ng s orders, affirmed, that af-
ter diligent inquiry they had found all
things to have been very well done; and
the Commons returned them thanks in
full Parliament for their fidelity and good
conduct. Whereupon the King reinftated
the Chancellor and Treafurer in their of-
fices, and reftored all his late Counfellors,
and together with them the Dukes of Lan-
cafter and Glocefter, to the Council-board :
the former had lately returned from his
Spanifh expedition after three years abfence,
and had effected a reconciliation between
the Duke of Glocefter and the King. The
King however made proteftation, that tho’
he had now difcharged and reinftated thofe
Officers and Counfellors in Parliament,
yet this fhould not be made a precedent,

but that he would be at liberty to appomt'
and remove them at his pleafure.

The * next Parliament was held at Weft-
minfter the 12th of November 1390. The
principal bufinefs of it was explained by the
Bifhop of Winchefter, at the opening of it

S ROt. Pax]. 140 R.o Zl
in
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in the ufual form. ¢ He began with dif-
¢ courfing to them at large on the import-
¢ ant ends and happy effects of good go-
< vernmentin general, and in particular of
¢ that of the King during the whole courfe
¢ of his reign. And having informed them,
< that it was the King’s will, that Holy
¢ Church, and the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
¢« poral, as alfo the Cities and Boroughs,
¢ fhould enjoy their liberties and franchifes
. ¢ in time to come, asthey had reafonably
¢ enjoyed them in the times of his noble
¢ progenitors the Kings of England; he
¢ added in fubftance of matter, that a truce
¢« was concluded between the King and his
< adverfary of France for a certain term, as
¢ was openly declared in the laft Parlia-
¢ ment : that the Bifhop of Durham, the
¢ Earl of Northumberland, and others had
¢ alfo- been lately at Calais with a com-
¢« miflion from the King for a treaty of
¢ peace, and had made report to the King
¢ of the refult of it: that the King finds
¢ 1t neceffary to fend thither about Candle-
¢ mas next a more folemm embafly to con-
¢ clude a final peace, with the blefling of
¢ God; which he cannot do without the
¢ advice and affent of the Lords Spiritual

¢ and-
2



WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 253

! ¢and Temporal, and other wife men of
; ¢ his Council. That likewife the Bithop
¢ of St. David’s, Treafurer of England,
. ¢« the Earl Marfhal, and others, had been
¢ charged with the King’s commiffion to
¢ the marches of Scotland, to treat with the
¢ Scots concerning the truce concluded with
¢ the French; and that the Scots will not
“yet accede to the faid truce. That in-
¢ deed it feems more probable, that the
¢ King will have war, than peace, in that
¢ quarter; which war the King will by
¢ nomeans enter into, nor undertake, with-
< qut the advice and affent of his Council :
¢ that the fame or another commiffion muft
¢ be fent thither about Candlemafs to treat
¢ anew with the Scots. He afterwards laid
« before them the great charges and expen-

|

¢ ces, which muft neceffarily be incurred,
< as well for the fafe-guard of the borders
¢ of Scotland, and the country.of Ireland,
“as of Calais, Breft, Cherburgh, and
¢ Guienne; and likewife the treaties be-
¢ fore-mentioned : he told them, that it
“ was neceffary to make timely preparation
‘for war, in cafe that a final peace or
¢ longer truce fhould not be obtained ; that
* the King could by no means fupport the
: - < charges
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¢ charges and expences neceffarily required
« for thefe purpofes, without the aid of
« his fubjects ; wherefore he would be ad-
< vifed in this Parliament, how the faid
« charges and expences may beft be borne
< and fupplied, with the leaft detriment
« and burthen of his.people. He added
< moreover, that the King being willing
« that full juftice and right fhould be done
¢ to his people, had affigned certain Clerks
¢ of the Chancery to receive the petitions
< of all thofe, who would complain in this

< Parliament of any matter, which could
¢« not be redrefled by the common law of
¢ the land, and certain Lords to hear and
< anfwer the fame petitions in the ufual
¢ manner; the names of which Lords and

¢ Clerks would be read openly by the Clerk

¢ of Parliament.’

The moft remarkable thing that paffed
in this Parliament was the joint petition
of the Prelates, Lords Temporal and Com-
mons, praying the King in full Parlia-
ment, that the Royalty and Prerogative of
him and his Crown may be faved and
maintained ; that, if any thing had been
done or attempted againft them, it fhould
be redrefled and amended: and that he

* might
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might be as free in his time, as any of his
noble progenitors, formerly Kings of Eng-
land, had been in theirs, Which feeming
honeft and reafonable to the King, it was
granted in all points. The Parliament
breaking up on the third of December,
the Lords and Commons retarned their
humble thanks to the King for his good
government, and the great zeal he had con-
tinually fhewed for the good of his people:
and the King on his part thanked them for
the liberal grants they had made to him.
Thus every thing feemed to be happily
compofed ; the extraordinary and violent
proceedings of the Parliaments, of the tenth
and eleventh years of the King’s reign, pro-
perly correéted; and the King and his Par-
liament united in affection, and in a mu-
tual regard for each others refpective rights,
and for their common fecurity and hap-
pinefs.

The Bifhop of Winchefter had ufed his
beft endeavours, and had thus far hap-
pily fucceeded, in reftoring the public tran-
quillity ; and had the fatisfattion of leav-
ing things in this fair and promifing fitua-
tion, when he quitted the office of Chan-

cellor,
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~cellor. On ° the 27th of September 1391
he delivered the Great Seal to the King at
Windfor; from what motives, either on his
part or the King’s, we are not informed.
It is not improbable, that Wykeham, when
he was prefled into the fervice fo much
againft his will, might have engaged the
King’s promife to releafe him from it, as
foon as his affairs would allow of his dif-
- miffion. Arundel Archbifhop of Yerk,
whom he had fucceeded 1n that office, was
now made Chancellor again in his place;
a man of great abilities and eminent me-
rit, but too ftrongly attached to the Duke of
Glocefter to be much in favour with the
King. Perhaps Wykeham might have been
inftrumental in reconciling the King to him,
and reftoring him to his office, which he
himfelf had fo unwillingly accepted : this
however is certain, that the fame fcheme of
coalition and union, which had been en-
tered upon while Wykeham was at the head
of the adminiftration, was now carried on
farther, and fome others, who had been
chiefs of the popular party, were readmitted

¢ Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 707,
into
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into the King’s fervice. 'The new minifters
purfued the fame plan; they were equally
ftudious to promoté the people’s confidence
in the King, and to eftablifh his juft rights:
for 7 in the next Parliament, at the in-
ftance of the Commons, it was again de-
clared, that the King was as free in his
royal prerogative, as any of his predecef-
fors, notwithftanding any ftatute made in
derogation thereof, particularly in the time
of Edward the Second; and that if any
ftatute had been made in his time, in pre:
judice of the liberty of the Crown, it was
repealed and annulled.

But the King was not fatisfied with thefe
repeated declarations : he thought his power
and dignity very precarious, while it des
pended on the authority of Parliament,
He dreaded the popular party, and the ef:
fetts of oppofition and refiftance, which
he had fo lately experienced ; and could
not bear the reftraint, which. thefe appre-
henfions laid him under. His whole views
therefore were from this time directed to
oneend; to fet himfelf above all oppofi-
tion and refiftance: firft by making peace

7 Rot. Parl 14, R, 2.
and
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and gaining firm alliance abroad, and then
by eftablifhing an uncontrolable power at
hame. In confequence of this defign, he
* entered with more earneftnefs upon a
treaty of peace with France, which had
been long casried on without ‘effect : the
Duke of Lancafter, tho' his own affairs
required it, did not dare ta conclude it
upon very difadvantageous or difhonour-
able terms ; and the Duke of Glocefter had
oppofed it with his ufual vehemence. In
the mean time the King became a widower ;
his great and fincere afflition for the lofs
of his Queen did not hinder him from
purfuing his point, by making propofals
_foon after for a marriage with the King
of France’s daughter, a child of feven years
old. The match was wholly political, and
the King was intent upon it, as the beft
means of fecuring both the peace, which he
defired, and a powerful fupport, for which
he might have occafion, againft his own
refraltory fubjeCts. The Duke of Glo-
cefter faw the confequences of it, and was
determined to oppofe it with all his power:
and in effect he did perfift in his oppofi-

* Froiffast, Walfingham.
tion
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tion ta this meafure almoft ta the lafk; till -
every thing was atually concluded, and
he faw it was to no purpofe to hold eut
any longer. Fraiffart® tells a ftory upan this
occafion, which greatly refleéts upon the
Duke’s hanour ; and, fuppofing it had been
poifible for him to break off the match, na
lefs upon his judgement and prudence: he
fays, the King bribed him: to confent to it,
or at leaft to aequiefce im it, by promifing
him jooca nobles for himfelf, and the
Earldom of Rochefter, with 20aq 1. 2 year,
for his fon ; but this, by his own account,
was after all was agreed upen, and. while
the King was at Calais to receive the Queen;.
and it does. not appear, that any part of
this promife was afterwards performed. .
However this may be, the marriage, and -
at the fame time a truce for thirty years;

was coneluded. .

To fecure matters at home, the * King's
firft ftep. was ta fend the Duke of Lancaf-
ter out of the way again, by granting te
him and. his heurs the Puchy of Aquitain
But being obhiged to revoke this gramt, as
the ftates of Aquitain would not confent.

¢ Vol. 4. chap. 78.
* Froiffart, Walfingham.
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to be difmembered from the Crown of
England, he did what he could to bind
him to his intereft, by courting him, and
conferring favours on his family. He*
legitimated the Duke’s natural children by
Katherine Swinford, whom he had lately
married ; he got their legitimation con-
firmed by Parliament, and heaped upon
them honours and preferments. But the
moft important point was to procure a
Parliament at his devotion: and this the
King at laft effected * by appointing, and
continuing in their offices, fuch Sheriffs, as
would be fubfervient to him, and would
return thofe for members, whom he fhould
nominate to them; and by gaining over
other members, by favours, bribes, or me-
naces, to confent to whatever he fhould
require.

The Duke of Glocefter faw what the
King was aiming at, and thought it ne-
ceflary to unite more clofely with his
friends, and to confult with them upon
their own and the public fafety. Arun-
del, now Archbifhop of Canterbury, and

PR3t Pard. 20.R 2. Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 849.
3 Articles agamﬁngRJchard N< 18, 19, 20. Rot.
Parl. 1. H. 4. ,
the
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the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, had
feveral meetings with him : what particu-
lar refolitions they came to, it is very uncer-
tain, and probably was never known; but
their confulting together was enough to
awaken the jealoufy of the King, and . his
courtiers were not wanting to alarm him
with the moft dreadful apprehenfions. He
determined to get rid of the Duke of Glo-
cefter at any rate. It was difficult to do
this, as-he was greatly beloved and efteemed
by the people. The main point was pri-
vately to fecure his perfon: the King con-
trived the plot himfelf, and took the prin-
cipal fhare in the execution of it. The *
Duke was furprifed by an ambuth Jaid for
him, as he was riding to London with the
King : ‘he was hurried away to the Thames,
where a veflel was prepared, which imme-
diately conveyed him to Calais. This was
managed with fuch fecrecy, that the Earls
of Arundel and Warwick, being fent for
by the King, came to Court the next morn-
ing without any fufpicion, and were arrefted
and committed to the Tower.

The Dukes of Lancafter and York were
in the country when this happened. Sur-

+ Froiffart, Polydore Virgil, )
- 83 prifed
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- prifed with fo uncxpe&cd an event, they
haftened to London ; where, with very little
deliberation, they determined on the part
they would take in fo difficult a conjunc-
ture. They had the meannefs to declare
their approbation of what was done, and .
to concur and affift in all the King’s mea-
fures, manifeftly tending to the deftruction
of their brother, and the extinction of the
liberties of their country. The * Procla-
mation iffaed a few days after, fetting
forth, that the Duke of Glocefter and the
other Lords were arrefted, not on account
of any former rifing in arms, but for va-
rious other mlfpnﬁons and extorfions, ex-
prefsly: mentions theirs and the Earl of
Derby’s affent.  And they all accepted” and
executed the ¢ King's commitfion, requiring
them to raife each of them a body of for-
ces, in the whole 1800 men, and to attend
the ng at the enfuing Parliament, to be
holden at Weftminfter, in arms at the head
of them.  The King befides ordered all the
nghts and Gentlemen, who wore his hvery
of the Hart, to be ready in arms at the fame
time ; and was likewife provided with other

5 Rymer, Feed. Vol 8 p 6. Dated July 15, 1397.
ﬂde p 13
fo;ceg,
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forces, and a ftrong guard of Chefhire mets,
upon whofe fidelity he could depend at all
events. ’
The 7 Parliament met on the 17th of
September 1397, probably otherwife pre-
pared to act as the King would have them,
and befides kept in awe by a powerful ar-
my. The firft thing they did was to re-
peal the commiffion and ftatute of the
tenth year of the King’s reign, as being
made traiteroufly againft his will ; and to
revoke the pardon granted to the confe-
derate Lords in the fucceeding Parliament.
The Commons then impeached Arundel
Archbxfhop of Canterbury of high treafon,
in procuring and executing the commif-
fion, and advifing the Duke of Glocefter
- and others to take upon them Royal Power :
on which he received fentence of ba-
nithment. The King, not daring to bring
the Duke of Glocefter to a public trial, had
ordered him to be ® privately murdered at
Calais. He was now impeached, together
with the-Earls of Arundel and Warwick,
for procuring and executing the com-

7 Rot. Parl. 21. R. 2. '
* Articles againft King Richard, N° 32. Rot. Parl. 1.
H. 4. item Placita Coronz. Rot. Part 1 H. 4.

S 4 mxﬂiqn,
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miflion, and taking arms; was adjudged
guilty of high treafon, and attainted. The
Earl of Arundel was beheaded, and the
Earl of Warwick banithed. The Lord
Cobham was found guilty of high treafon,
on the fole charge of procuring and exe-
cuting the commiffion, and was banifhed.
The King fatisfied with thefe proceedings,
at the interceflion of the Commons ex-
cufeth others of the Commiffioners, the
Duke of York, the Bifhop of Winchefter,
and the Lord le Scrope, then living; the
- Archbifhops of Canterbury and York, the
Bifhop of Exeter, and the Abbot of Wal-
tham, deceafed ; and declares them innocent
of the execution and intent of the com-
miflion. Which declaration, pronounced
by the King himfelf from the Throne in
Parliament, with the advice and confent
of the Lords, and by petition of the Com-
mons, hath the force of ftatute.

Tho’ the Bithop of Winchefter efcapes,
to all appearance, fo frecly on this occafion,
yet ’tis probable that the King, taking ad-
vantage of his prefent circumftances, ex-
torted from him a loan of 100ol. This
? fum was demanded of him  between

* Rym. Feed. Vol. 8. p. g. Dated Aug. 10, 1397. ;

' t h the
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the time of the feizing the Lords and the
meeting of Parliament, when the King
got large fums from his fubjefts in this
way of loan. In fuch a -conjuncture it
was not fafe for any one to refufe: the Bi-
fhop of Winchefter was rich, and had
been in the commiflion, and fo was fub-
ject to.a much larger demand than any
one befide.

The King having proceeded thus far
with fuccefs, adjourned the Parliament to
the 28th of January, to meet at Shrewf-
bury, as a more proper place for complet-
ing his defign. The Bithop of Winchef-
ter, probably not caring to fee what he
could not prevent, fent * thither his pro-
curators to excufe his abfence, on aécount
of his ill health and infirmities, and to aét
for him. Here the King, as he imagined,
eftablifhed his power on as firm a founda-
tion, and in as full extent, as he could wifh.
He had gained the moft confiderable Lords
intirely to his devotion, by conferring new
honours upon them, and fharing among
them the confifcated eftates of the attainted

* Regift. Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 153. ¢ Quia
¢ nos corporali moleftia & infirmitate ad prafens prz-
¢ pediti, &c.” Dated High-Clere, Jan. 2o0th, 1397-8.

Lords.
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Lords. The Parliament gave fan&ion of
law to all his preceédings, and to whatever
he requited of them. The anfwers of the
Judges at Nottingham were cofifirmed; ds

ood and lawful; all the acts of thie Pai-
ﬁament of the eleventh year of the King
wete repedled and antiulled ; and a {ubfidy
was grahted to him for his life. At
length the whole power of Parliament was
by {tatute devolved upon the King, twelve
Lords, d1id fix of tli€¢ Commons ; of any
fix of the fettier, and any three of the
latter: The Kiing granted a general par-
dof ; but with proteftation, that if the
LOrds and Coftimions in Parliament fhould
at any timie ifpugn the grant of the fub-
fidy for bis life; then the faid pardoii fhould
be nill and void.

Thére remdined only one difficulty;
which was, to give ftability and a lafting
faniGtion to every thing thus fettled fo
much to the King’s fatisfaltion. For this
purpofe thé Pielates, Lords, and Com-
mons; wére fworfi three feveral times dur-
ing the courfe of this Parliament, twice at
the fhrine of St. Edward, and once at
Shrewfbury; to hold and maintain all the

ordi-
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ordinances made in it. An oath * was de-
vifed to the fame intent, which the King
forced all his fubjeéts to take: they were
required to fwear and engage, not only
for themfelves, but for their heirs and fuc-
ceflors alfo. The Bithops were obliged to
pronounce fentence of excommunication
againft all, that fhould att or advife any
thing contrary to them. The King more-
over had them confirmed by 4 Bulle ob-
tained from the Pope. His Holinefs did
- nét grant this favour without a proper
return : the ’ King on his part gratited a
ﬁzfpenﬁon, or moderation, as he called i,
of the ftatute againft provifions, made a
few years before greatly to the fatisfaction
of the nation. The * Parliament had
fometimes before intrufted the King with
a power, limited to a certain time, of dif-
penfing with this- ftatute, by advice of his
Council : the King how took upoti him to
difpenfe with law by his own duthority.

» See Appendix, N° XIV, This and the following
Record I have inferted in the Appendix, as they eftablifh
fadts of fome importance, which have efcaped the notice
of our hiftorians,

3 See Appendix, N° XV,

+.See Cotton’s Abridgment of the Parliament Rolls;
Index, in the word Prwrfm. '

All
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All thefe precautions ferved only to alarm
the people, to awaken them to a fenfe
of the lofs of their liberties, and to haften
the revolution, which was fo eafily brought
about the year following; when Richard
the Second was depofed, and Henry of
Bolingbroke Duke of Lancafter placed on
‘the throne, ‘

It does not appear, that the Bithop of
Winchefter had any fhare on either fide
in this extraordinary and important tran{-
aftion ; farther than by his prefence * in
the laft Parliament of Richard the Second,
held on September the 3oth, 1399, when
that unhappy Prince refigned the Crown,
and was folemnly depofed. The firft Par-
liament of Henry the Fourth was fum-
moned a few days after; at ° which alfo
the Bifhop affifted. On 7 the 23d of Oc-
tober a folemn Council of the Lords in
Parliament was held by the King’s com-
mand ; and the queftion propofed by the

s As appears by the Regifter : he was at Southwark
from this time till the end of November ; nor is there
any procuration entered.

¢ Rot. Parl. 1.H. 4.  He was appointed (as ufual)
one of the Triers of Petitions of England, Ireland,
‘Wales, and Scotland.

7 Rot, Parl 1. H. 4. tit. 74, 76

Archbifhop
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Archbithop of Canterbury, with a ftrict
injunétion of fecrecy; what was to be
done with the late King Richard, fo that
he might be fafely guarded, and his life
preferved ! They were feverally afked theic
opinions ; and they advifed, that he fhould
be kept under fafe and fecret guard in
fome retired place. ' In purfuance of which
advice, October the 27th, the King being
prefent in Parliament, Richard was adjudged
to perpetual imprifonment. The names
of all the Lords, that gave this advice, are
exprefled in the Record : there were fifteen
Bifhops, feven Abbots, and thirty-fix
Lords; the Bithop of Winchefter was not
of the number, tho at this time refident
at his palace in Southwark. His known
attachment to the late King, his perfonal
regard for him as his benefattor in many
inftances, and his veneration for the me-
mory of his father and grandfather his
great patrons, would have made his pre-
fence, on this delicate occafion, asimproper
and difagreeable with refpect to himfelf, ‘as
it might have been unwelcome and offen-
five to others. This was the laft Parlia-
ment which he attended in perfon: he * ever

* Regift. Wykeham, part, é b. fol. 185, 204, 215.
after
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after fent procurators to excufe his abfence
on account of his age and infirmities.

Soon after the difmillion ef the Parha-
ment, the Scats, taking advantage of the
unfettled ftate of the Nation, began hotti-
lities, and infefted the borders. The de-
figns of France were likewife fufpeted.
The King found it neceffary to undertake
an expedition to Scotland in perfon, but
was unprovided with money, and was un-
willing to call a Parliament again fo foon
to furnifh him with fupplies. He there-
fore fummoned a ° Great Council of Lords
and Prelates; who, in confideration of the
prefling neceffity of the nation at this junce
ture, granted the King an, aid of them-
felves : the Prelates gave a tenth, and the
Lords engaged each of them to. raife and
maintain a certain number of forces. This
was to fet an example to the reft of the
Lords, who were not there prefent, and to
the whole nation: letters under the Privy
$eal were fent to all the Abbies to demand
" ahafty fupply ; and * afterward to all the

e s of
* Chrop. S. Alban. ad an, quoted by Wake, State
the €hucch, p. 338, h ' -

- Clergy,

Tt
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* Clergy, who complied with the demand,
This extraordinary Council was held on
February the gth following. The Bifhop
of Winchefter was fummoned to it, and
aflifted atit. Thefe are the laft traces that
remain of his appearing and acting in pub-
lic affairs.

THE
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM.

S ECTTI ON VIIL

From the, beginning of Henry the Fourth's
Reign to the Death of Wykebam.

YKEHAM was now very far
advanced in years, and had from

his youth been conftantly engaged in a
multiplicity of bufinefs of the greateft im-
portance, both public and private, which
he had attended with infinite afliduity and
application : ’tis not to be wondered, that
old age and continued 'labour in conjunc-
tion
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tion, fhould bring upon him thofe infirmi-
ties, which are the ufual confequences of
each of them feparate ; and that he fhould
be obliged at laft to have recourfe to
cafe ‘and retirement. He had been bleft
with an excellent conftitution, and had
enjoyed an uncommon fhare of health. He
had now been Bifhop of Winchefter above
thirty years, and in all that time had ne-
ver been interrupted by illnefs in the at-
tendance upon his duty in every capacity,
except once. He was fomewhat out of
~order at Merewell about the "middle of Fe-
bruary, 1392-3; *asI find by a procura-
tion which he fent to the Convocation,
excufing his abfence on that account.
However his diforder, whatever it was,
feems not to have been fuch as to hinder
‘his attendance .on common bufinefs at that
time ; and within a fortnight * he was able
to remove to Farnham, and to celebrate
an Ordination there. I have alrcady in-

t ¢« Quia nos corporali moleftia & aliis prepediti ne-
% gotils,” &c. Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 112.
% Et in medicin. preparat. apud Oxon. pro Domigo
“ Fundatore per literam ejufdem Domini miff: ad Cuftod.
“in fefto Purific. Beatz Marie, 12s. 10d.L.” Rot.
Comp. Coll. 'Nov. an. 1393,

: chlﬂ Wykeham, part2.in Ordinat. March 1,1392.

T timateds
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timated, that the illnefs, which prevented
his attending the Parliament at Shrewf-
bury, might perhaps be partly political :
before this time, as foon as the Adjourn-
ment thither was made, he had fent * the
like excufe to the Convocation, which was
to meet on the eighth of Otober; and
joined to this excufe the plea of much bu-
finefs of other kinds. This plea itfelf fup-
pofcs, that his illnefs was not very fevere ;
and we find accordingly*, that at this tme
he was well enough to remove from South-
wark to Efher and Farnham, as he had oc-
cafion. About the beginning of Novem-
ber he retired to High-Clere, and conti-
nued there near four months; where he
was ftill able to tranfat bufinefs of all
forts, and among the reft to go through
the ’ ceremony of delivering the Pall to
Roger Walden, the new Archbifthop of
Canterbury. During the two firft years
of Henry the Fourthé, I find him from

3 Regit. Wykeham, part 3. b.fol. 151, Q_ta
* nos corporali moleftia & ualiis prepediti negotiis,”
&c. Dated Efther, O&tober 4th, 1397.
* 4 Regift. Wykeham.

* Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol, 154. Feb. 17,

1397.
¢ Reg:ft Wykcham. )
time
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time to time removing from one to an-’
other of his Palaces in the country, as he

ufed to do. The firft remarkable indica-

tion of his weaknefs and inability of body

appears in the month of May 1401, when

7 he was not able to undergo the fatigue

of adminiftring Ordination ; but, tho’ pre-

fent himfelf, he procured another Bifhop

to ordain for him: and he was ever after

obliged to continue the fame method of

fupplying that part of his office. At the

end of this year * he retired to South-

waltham; nor did he ever remove from
thence ; except once or twice, on occafion

of fome particular bufinefs, and that no

farther than to Winchefter.

The Bithop, with his ufual precaution
and care, had duly weighed and prepared
for this contingency. To fecure to him-
felf his own freedom of action, and to
prevent all difagreeable interpofitions of

~ authority ; which, however proper and ne-
ceffary in fuch cafes, might perhaps be at-

7 Regift. Wykeham, part 2. in Ordinat. The per-
fon, who from this time generally performed this office
for him, was the famous Thomas Merks, the deprived
Bithop of Carlifle.

¥ Regift, Wykeham.

T 2 tended
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tended with much inconvenience, and tend
to aggravate rather than relieve the in-
firmities of age; he had above ten years
before procured a Bulle from the Pope, °
giving him leave and authority, in con-
fideration of his age and ill -health, to
aflume to himfelf one or more Coadju-
tors, without the advice and confent of
the Archbifhop of Canterbury, or of the
Chapter of Winchefter; and, as often as
it thould pleafe him, to remove them, and
in the place of the removed to depute an-
other or others, as he fhould think pro-
per. The Bifhop did not find himfelf un-
der a necefflity of making ufe of this fa-
culty before the two laft years of his life.
On the fourth of January, 1402-3; * he
produced the Pope’s Bulle, and having
ordered it to be read and publifhed, he
in virtue of it then deputed in proper
form Dr. Nicholas Wykeham and Dr.

John Elmer to be his Coadjutors : and

trom that time forward all bufinefs pro-

ceeded with their exprefs confent and by

their authouty

* Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 206 The Bulle
is dated July 22, 1391,
' Ib1 -

Being
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. Being thus relieved, in a great meafure,
from the conftant perfonal attendance on
the duties of his charge, he devoted his
whole time and application to the dif-
pofal of his temporal goods, and to the
care of his fpiritual concerns. He finifhed
and figned his * Will on the 4th of July,
1403. The largenefs and multiplicity ‘of
his legacies, and the great exactnefs with
which every thing relating to them is or-
dered, muft have required much attention,
and evidently fhews in what ftrength and
perfection he ftill enjoyed all the. faculties
of his mind. That extenfive and almoft
boundlefs generofity, which peculiarly dif-
tinguifhcd his whole life, is here fully dif-
played : it comprehends all orders and
degrees of men from the higheft to the
loweft, and anfwers every poflible demand
of piety, gratitude, affection, and charity,
He ftill maintained the fame principle, up-
on which he had always ated, and which
is perhaps the moft certain and indubi-
table teft of true liberality: as he had al-
ways made it 3 rule to him{elf, never ta
defer a generous and munificent action

* See Appendix, N° XVII,
T 3 to
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to another day, when he had the prefent
ability and the immediate opportunity of
performing it ; fo now he was no fooner
come to a final determination with regard
to the difpofal of his riches, than he be-
gan himfelf to fulfil his own intentions ;
and in a great many inftances, in which
his prefent liberality would enhance the
benefit which he defigned to confer, he
diftributed his Legacies with his own hands,
and became the executor of his own will.
This made it neceffary for him fome time
afterwards to add a Codicil to it; by which
he declares thefe articles fully difcharged,
and acquits his executors of all demands
on account of them and all others, in
which he fhould for the future in like
manner anticipate their office.

It was a matter of principal concern
with all pious perfons, and made no fmall
part of the religion of that age, to offer
up their prayers for the dead, and to fe-
cure for their own fouls, after their de-
parture, the benefit of the interceflions of
pofterity. = This perfuafion owed its origin
to certain cuftoms, that prevailed in the
early ages of the Church; innocent per-

* haps and blamelefs in themfelves, but mif-
‘ taken
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taken at length, and perverted from their
firft intention to much fuperftition both in
opinion and practice. Prayers for the dead
feem at firt to have been ufed only at
their funerals. For the greater folemnity,
they often chofe to join the fervice of the
interment of the dead to the celebration
of the Eucharift ; and hence perhaps arofe
the cuftom of adding alms and oblations
to the fervice for the dead, tho’ not joined
with the Eucharift. In time it became the
practice to repeat thefe fervices annually :
anniverfary days were kept for private per-
fons by their own friends and relations ;
for Martyrs more publicly, and with grezter
ceremony ; firft at their fepulchres, after-
ward in the Churches, which it became the
cuftom to build over their fepulchres, and
even to dedicate to the faints there depo-
fited. All this by degrees crept into the
public fervice of the Church: annual
oblations and facrifices of commemoration,
as they were called, were made for them :
at the celebration of the Eucharift, the
names of Martyrs, Confeflors, and Bi-
fhops departed in the faith, were publicly
recited ; and a folemn commemoration was
made of the dead in general, with prayers,
T 4 fome
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fome . by way of thankfgiving to God for
their deliverance out of the troubles of this
world, others by way of interceflion, that
he would receive them to reft, and par-
don their failings and infirmities. The
people began to conclude, that fuch fer-
vices were not merely intended for a me-
. morial of the deceafed, and for their own
edification, but were in fome way profit-
able to thofe, in whofe behalf they feemed
to be made. Thefe oblations and facri-
fices, tho’ called commemorative, were
eafily miftaken for propitiatory; and the
dead were fuppofed to obtain pardon of
their fins through the interceflion of the
living. At laft, to account fully for a
practice either-1ll founded or mifunderftood,
the dotrine of Purgatory was invented,
or rather borrowed from the heathen. For
it happens in Theology, as well as in Na-
tural Philofophy, that to glve fupport and
conﬁ{’ccncy to our own vain imaginations,
with regard to fome obfcure and miftaken
quefhon, we are apt to have recourfe to
fome new Hypothefis equally imaginary
and vain, ‘
Wykeham by difpofition, by education,
by principle, and by habit, had a deep
tm&ure
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tinéture of piety and devotion. He was
perfuaded of the truth of all parts of the
religion, in which he had been inftrutted
in his childhood; but he feems to have
been particularly poflefled with the notion
of the reafonablenefs and efficacy of pray-
ers for the dead. It * is recorded of him,
that he always performed this part of the
public fervice of the Church with pecu-
liar intenfenefs and fervor, even to the
abundant effufion of tears. ’Tis not to be
wondered, therefore, if we find him more
efpecially careful in procuring the inter-
ceffion of the faithful in behalf of himfelf,
his parents, and benefattors. Befide the
provifions, which he made for this purpofe
in both his Colleges by his ftatutes, he *

' ‘ had

!

3 ¢« Et nedum fug, ficut premittitur, fed & femet
¢ ipfum Deo vivum facrificinm optulit, ubi inter mif-
¢ farum folempnia, prefertim ea parte miflz qua pro
¢ vivis & mortuis fpecialiter agitur memoria, lacrimas
¢ habundantius effundebat, ex cordis humilitate repu-
¢ tans fe indignum, ut frequentius fuis fecretariis jam
. ¢ expreffit, quod tantum perageret officium, & tam
¢¢ dignum tractaret ecclefiz facramentum.” MS. Coll,
Wint. :

+ Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. §7, 76, & 132.
It appears from fol. 57, that this Chantry was founded,
before Auguft 22, 1383. But it is probable, from hig
granting fome eftates to the Priory of Suthwyk in th;
. ' 43
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had long before founded a Chantry of
five ° Priefts, to pray for the fouls of his
father and mother only, in the Priory of
Suthwyk. He ¢ likewife paid to the Chap-
ter of Windfor two hundred pounds for
the purchafe of twenty marks a year, to
make a perpetual endowment for one ad-
ditional Chaplain; on condition that his
obit thould be annually celebrated, and his
foul, and the fouls of Edward the Third,
of his own parents, and of his benefac-
tors, be daily recommended in their prayers.
But he thought it alfo more particularly
expedient to eftablith a conftant fervice of
this kind in his own Church, in that part
of it, which he had rebuilt, and where he
had chofen the place of his burial. Ac-
cordingly he had defigned frem the firft,
and had now finifhed, in that part, a
Chapel, or Oratory, which was to be his
fepulchre and his chantry, * The fituation
of this Chapel feems not at all well cho-

43d year of Edward the Third, that he eftablifhed it
as foon as he was made Bifhop of Winchefter. Index
Rot. Pat. Bibl. Cotton. Titus, C. 2. Tapner. Notit,
“Monaft. p. 162.
s MS. Coll. Wint,
¢ Ex Originali Indentura in Archivis Ecclefiz Wind-
for. Dat.May 29, 1402.
fen,
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fen, if we confider it with refpe& to the
whole building ; in which it has no good
effe@t, but creates an irregularity and an
embarraflment, which it had been better
to have avoided. But Wykeham was de<
termined to the choice of this particular
place, by a confideration of a very dif-
ferent kind ; by an early prejudice, and a
ftrong religious impreflion, which had been
ftamped on his mind in his childhood.
In 7 this part of the old Church there had

been

7 ¢ Erat enim Wilhelmus, pater venerabilis antedic-
% tus, a primevo litterarum ftudio Wynton. traditus
# deo non modicum, & Ecclefiz facrofanéte devotus,
“ nec non bafilice majoris Wynton. in qua ut {peratur
# miferatione divina poftmodum prefuit, ubi jam hue
“ matus corpore requiefcit, limina frequentans devote,
“ & coram Beatz Virginis Mariz ymagine, ftante in
# capella in qua traditus eft ecclefiaftice fepulture,
“ fuas fpeciales fundens orationes cotidie, miffam ma-
# tutinalem cujufdam monachi, Pekifmaffe tunc ditam
* vulgariter, indies confuevit audire; & fic in puerl-
“ tia a fe pigritudine [/rge, pigriruiinis] fompnum ex-
% catiens, fecundum beati Petri Apoftoli doétrinam, in-
“ cepit in orationibus vigilare.” MS. Coll. Wint.

% Non eft igitur poftponendum, quod in hac ztate
* frequentare ecclefiam dulce habuit, crebrius orationi
% incumbere, facris miffarum interefle folempniis. Ve-
¢ rum & fpecialem devotionem habuit ad beatam Dei
“ Genetricem, ob cujus honorem fapius vifitavit ec-
“ clefiam San&i Swythuni, coram ymagine ejufdem
¢ tunc pofita in quadam columpna ejufdem ecclefize

¢ genibus
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been an altar dedicated to the Blefled Virgin,
with her image ftanding above it: at this
altar a mafs ufed to be celebrated every
‘morning, which fcems to have been a fa-
vourite one, and much frequented, at the
time when Wykeham was a boy, and at
fchool at Winchelter ; for it had gotten a
articular name among the people, and
was called PeRifmaflle, from the name of
a Monk of the Convent, who ufually of-
ficiated in it. Young Wykeham was con-
ftant in his daily attendance, and fervent
in his devotions, at this Mafs. He feems
'even then to have chofen the Blefled Vi
.gin as his peculiar patronefs, to have placed
‘himfelf under her protection, and in a
manner to have dedicated himfelf to her
fervice: and probably he might ever after

-

¢ genibus flexis eam humiliter deprecans, ut fuis pre-
¢ cibus ad talem {tatum mereretur affumi, ut non folum
¢ ipfam, fed filium ejus Jefum Chriftum in Ecclefia mi-
-¢¢ litante dignius honoraret.” Tractatus in Vet Re-
- gilt. Coll. Wint.

¢ Cujus corpus jacet tumulatum in oratorin Beatz
¢ Mariz Virginis in navi Ecclefiz Cathedralis Wynton.
¢ quod ipfe fquerﬂcs in honorem ejufdem Virginis fieri
¢ ordinavit. In quo ad minus tres mifle {peciales pro
-¢¢ anima ejufdem patris, parentum’ & - benefaétorum
¢ fuorum, ac omnium fidelium defun&orum, cotidie
£ celebrantur.” Ibid.

a a "

imagine
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imagine himfelf indebted to her efpecial
favour for the various fuccefles, which he
was blefled with through his life. ~This
feems to have been the reafon of his dedi-
cating to her his two Colleges, and calling
them by her name ; over all the principal
gates of which he has been careful to have
himfelf reprefented as her votary, in the
att of adoration to the Blefled Virgin, as
his and their common guardian. And this
it was that determined the fituation of his
chantry. He erected his Chapel in the
very place, where he had been ufed to per+
form his daily devotionis in his younger
days ; between the two pillars, againft one
of which ftood the altar above mentioned:
He dedicated the Chapel to the Blefled
Virgin; the altar was continued in the
fame place as before, and probably the
very fame image was eretted above it: which,
with the other orhaments of the fame
kind, both within the Chapel and without,
was deftroyed in the laft century; by the
-zeal of modern enthufiafm, exerting itfelf
with a blind and indifcreet rage againft. ali
the venerable and beautiful monuments,
whether of antient piety or fuperftition.’

The
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moreover engage, that the charity boys
of the Priory fhall every night for ever
fing at the faid Chapel in honour of the
Blefled Virgin Mary the anthem Salve
Regina, or Ave Regina, and after it fay the
Pfalm De profundss, with the prayer Fide-
lum, or Inclina, for the fouls of the fa-
ther and mother of the Bifhop, and for
his foul after his deceafe, and for the fouls
of all the faithful deceafed: for which the
Prior is to pay to the Almoner yearly on
the feaft of the Annunciation of the Bleffed
Virgin fix ‘fhillings and eight pence for
the ufe of the faid boys. It is farther
ordered, that the Monks of the Convent in
Prieft’s orders fhall be appointed weekly
to the performance of thefe fervices in a
table by courfe; and that; if any one fo
appointed fhall by fudden infirmity or
otherwife be hindred from officiating, he
fhall give notice to the Prior or his fubfti-
tate, who fhall nominate another to fup-
ply his place. This engagement of the
Prior and Convent is dated the 16th of
Auguft, 1404. .

. Thus Wykeham, having- finally fettled
all his temporal and fpiritual concerns,
and being about' thls time full eighty years
' of
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of age, with much piety and refignation
waited the hour of his diffolution. He
feems to have funk by a gentle and gra-
dual decay. Tho’ weak in body, he re-
tained all the faculties of his mind to the
lait. Even * fince he had taken his Coad-
jutors to his affiftance, he had ftill per--
fonally attended and directed his affairs
both public and private, as he ufed to
do before ; admitting all perfons, that had
bufinefs to tranfact with him, to his up-
per chamber. This practice he was able
to continue at leaft till within four days of
his death. He died at South Waltham, on
s Saturday the 27th day of September,
about eight o’clock in the morning, in the
year 1404.

He was buried, accordlng to his direc-
tions, in his own Oratory, in the Cathedral
Church of Winchefter. His funeral was
attended by a great concourfe of people of
all forts ; many, as we may well fuppofe,
being drawn thither by their affection to
him, -and regard for his memory; and
great numbers, as we may be fully aﬁ'ured,

* Regift. Wykeham. ‘
3 Tra&tat. & 1itulus Teftamenti, in Vet. Reg:ﬁ Coll

Wint.
U of
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of the poorer fort coming to partake of
the alms ftill reached out to them by the
fame munificent hand, that had fo long
been coniinually open to relieve their wants.
For * he had ordered by his will, that in
whatever place he fhould happen to die,
and through whatever places his body
fhould be carried, between the place of his
death and the Cathedral Church of Win-
cheiter, in all thefe places to every poor
tenant, that had held of him there as Bi-
fhop of Winchefter, thould be given, to
pray for his foul, four pence; and to every
other poor perfon afking alms, two pence,
or one penny at leaft, according to the
difcretion of his executors: and that on

the day of hjs burial, to every poor per-

{fon coming to Winchefter, and afking alms
for the love of God and for the health of
his foul, fhould be given four pence.
I fhall here proceed to give a fummary
account of the other legacies, benefactions,
and charities, bequeathed by him in his will %,
To the poor in the prifons of New-
gate London, the Marefhalfy, ‘Wolvefy,
Winchefter, Oxford, Berkfhire, Guil-

-+ See’ Appendix, N° XVII,
s Sec Appendix, Ibid.

ford,
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ford, Old and New Sarum, he ordered to
be diftributed the fum of two hundred
pounds. This was one of thofe charitable
bequefts, which he anticipated in his life-
time. He likewife lived to fee his building
of the Church of Winchefter in a manner
finithed, for which he had alfo made pro-
vifion by his will.

To the King he bequeaths a pair of filver
bafons gilt, and remitts to him a debt ® of
five hundred pounds.

To the Archbifhop of Canterbury (The-
mas Arundel,) and to his fucceffor in the
Bifhoprick of Winchefter, feveral legacies
in jewels, plate, and books. To the Bi-
fhop of London (Robert Braybroke,) his
large filk bed and furniture in the beft

S The Bithop of Winchefter lent the King 400l
on the 1ft of July 1402. The money was to be paid
on Chriftmas day following ; and for the Bifhop’s fe-
curity the King putinto his hands certain jewels, giving
him leave to fell them, and pay himfelf, if the money
fhould not be paid at the time agreed on. Rym. Feed.

 Vol.8. p.267. The executors of William of Wykeham
lase Bifhap of Winchefter petition the Council for pay-
ment. of debts due from the King to the faid Bithop : viz.
3501, over and above so00l. remitted to the King by his
will, and 1000l. the debt of Richard the Second due
by letters patent. MS. Rym. Hen. 4th, Vol. 2d, N°
1686. .

U2 , ‘ cham-
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chamber of his palace at Winchefter, with
the whole fuit of tapeftry hangings in the
fame apartment.

To 'the Church of Winchefter, his new
rich veftment of blue cloth, embroidered
with gold, with thirty copes of the fame
with gold fringes; a pyx of beril for the
hofte ; and a crofs of gold with reliques of
the true crofs.

To the Prior of Winchefter, plateto the
value of twenty pounds; and to every.
Monk of the Convent 7, being Priefts,
five marks; and to every one of them in
lower orders, forty fhillings, to pray for
his foul. -

To his College in Oxford, his Mitre,
Crofier ®, Dalmatics, ‘and Sandals.

To his College at Winchefter, another
Mitre, the Bible * which he commonly
ufed, and feveral other books.

To each of the Wardens of his Colleges,
ten marks; and plate to the value of twenty

-7 The Convent confifted of a Prior and forty-two
Monks. Leger-book of the Church of Wint. N° 1.
fol. 20. '

8 See the Plate annexed. .
9 ¢ Biblia cum clapfulis deargento deaurat. ex le-
¢ gato Domini Fundatoris. Pret. virr, marc.” Vet.

Regift, Coll. Wint,

marks;
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marks, the latter to be tranfmltted to their .
fucceffors.

To every Fellow, Chaplain, and Scho-
lar, of his College in Oxford, from twenty
fix fhillings and eight pence, to thirteen
fhillings and four pence, according to their
orders and degrees; and ten pounds to be
divided between the Clerks, Chorlﬁers, and
Servants.

To the Schoolmafter of Winchefter
College, five pounds; to each of the Fel-
lows, twenty-fix fhillings and eight pence ;
to the Uther, and each of the Chaplains,
twenty fhillings; to each of the Scholars,
fix f(hillings and eight pence; and ten
marks to be divided between the Clerks,
Chorifters, and Servants.

To the fabrick of the Church of Sarum,
twenty pounds, for the celebration of his
exequies on the day of his obit, and on the
thirtieth day after his death, by the Canons
and Minifters of tne faid Church. :

To the Abbot of Hyde, a piece of gilt
plate, value ten pounds; to every one of
the Monks of the fame Monaftery, being
Priefts, forty fhillings; and to every one of
them in lower orders, twenty ﬂullmgs, to
pray for his foul.

U 3 To
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To the Abbefs of the Monaftery of St.
Mary Winton, five marks; and to_ every
one of the Nuns °, thirteen fhillings and
four pence.

To the Prior and Convent of St. Mary
Overy Suthwerk, for the repair of their
Church, and to pray for his foul, forty
pounds, being a debt remitted.

To the Abbot and Convent of Waverly,
ten pounds, to pray for his foul.

To the Abby of Tichefield, one pair of
veftments, and a chalice.

To the Prior and Convent of Tanton,
one hundred marks, to pray for his foul.

To the Abbefs of the Monaftery of Nuns
at Romefey, five marks: to Felicia Aas, a
Nun of the fame Monaftery, five pounds:
and to each of the other Nuns, thirteen
fhillings and four pence.

To the Abbefs and Convent of the fame
Monatftery, for the repair of their Church
and Cloyfter, a debt of forty pounds re-
mitted.

To the fabrick of the parifh Church of
Romefey, twenty marks. .

 There were xx1 Nuns at the diffolution. Tanner.
Notit,” Monaft.

To

|
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To the Abbefs and Convent of Where-
well, to pray for his foul, twenty marks.

To the Prior and Convent of St. De-
nis Southampton, for the repair of their
Church, twenty marks.

To the Priorefs and Convent of Wynte-
ey, to pray for his foul, ten pounds.

To the Priory and Convent of Taurigge,
to pray for his foul, five pounds.

To be diftributed among the brethren,
and fitters, and poor, of the Hofpital of
St. Thomas Suthwerk, to pray for his foul,
ten marks. ,

To the Hofpital of St. Crofs near Win-
chefter, one pair of veftments, ‘with a
chalice, and onhe pair of filver bafons.

To the Hofpltal of 8t. Nicholas at Portef-
mouth, one pair  of veftments, with a
chalice.

To the Church of St. Mary Southamp-
ton, one pair of veltments, with a chalice,

To the College of St. Elizabeth, (Win-
ton) a pair of filver bafons, and two filver
cups, for the ufe of the high altar.

To the Hofpital of St. Mary Magda-
lene near Winchefter, for the repair of the
Church and houfes belonging to it, five
pounds. \

U4 To .
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To the Sifters of the Hofpital of the Al-
monry of the Church of St. Swythun, forty
fhillings, to be equally divided between
‘them, to pray for his foul.

To each of the Churches of Hameldon
-and Eaftmeone, one fervice-book with
notes, of thofe belonging to his own
Chapel, and one chalice.

To each of five Churches of his patron-
age, one intire veftment, namely for prieft,
“deacon, and fubdeacon, with a cope, and
_one chalice.

To each of five others likewife, one cope

of. thofe belonging to his Chapel, and one °

chalice.

To each of the Convents of the four
orders of Mendicant Friars in the city of
Winchefter, ten marks, to pray for his
foul.

To fifteen of his kindred, for themfclves
and for the children alfo of fome of them,
from one hundred to twenty pounds a piece,
in. the whole eight hundred twenty-three
pounds fix fhillings and eight pence.

To Selote Purbyk, ten pounds.

To each of the chief Juftices, a ring to
the value of five pounds,

To

e ——— e ———
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To Mr. William Hengford, a ring of
gold, or one table diamond, to'the value
of five pounds.

To Mr. Robert Faryngton, a pfalter,
-and a pair of beads.

To John Uvedale, and Henry Popham,
(Efqrs.) each of them a filver cup or jewel,
to the value of ten marks.

To John Chamflour, Nicholas Bray, and
Stephen Carre, each of them a cup or .
jewel, to the value of five pounds. ,

To Mr. William Savage, Reétor of O-
verton, twenty pounds.

To Dr. John Keton, Precentor of the
Church of Southampton, twenty pounds.

And other legacies, in plate or money,
to be diftributed to the perfons named in
a roll, annexed to the will, and fealed
with his feal, according to the diretions
therein contained. ‘The number of the
perfons, being others of his friends, and
his officers, and fervants, of all degrees
whatfoever, is above one hundred and fifty;
and the value of thefe legacies in the whole
amounts to near one thoufand pounds.
All thefe he difcharged in his lifetime, and
had the pleafure of diftributing with his
own hands.

v
1
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He appoints Robert (Braybroke,) Bithop
of London, Dr. Nicholas Wykeham (Arch-
deacon of Wilts,) Dr. John Elmere (his Of-
ficial General,) Dr. JohnCampeden (Arch-
deacon of Surry,) Thomas Chelrey, Stew-
ard of the lands of the Bifhoprick, Thomas
Wykeham, his great-nephew and heir, and
Dr. Thomas Ayleward Reétor of Havont,
to be his executors. To whom he bequeaths
one thoufand pounds in recompence for
their trouble in the adminiftration of his
will, to be equally divided among thole of
them only, who fhould take upon them
that charge.

The refidue of his goods he leaves to be
difpofed of by his executors for the health
and remedy of his foul, (that is, to pious
and charitable ufes,) faithfully and con-
fcientioufly, as they fhall anfwer it at the
laft day.

The whole value of the bequefts of his
will amounts to between fix and feven
thoufand pounds’; the indeterminate con-
dition of feveral articles making it im-
poflible to reduce it to an exact eftima-
tion.

He
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| He * had before put Sir Thomas Wyke-
ham his heir into pofieffion of manors and
eftates to the value of fix hundred marks a
year; and * he depofited in the hands of
the Warden and Scholars of New College
one hundred pounds for the defence of his
title to the faid eftates, to be kept by them,
-and to be applied to no other ufe whatever,
for twenty years after the Bifhop’s deceafe;
after which term, the whole, or remainder,
not fo applied, was to be freely delivered
to Sir Thomas Wykeham, or his heirs.

As there are feveral other inftances of
Wykeham’s munificence and charity, which
I have not had occafion to mention before,
I fhall recite them here in the order in
which they happen to occur.

At * his firft entrance upon the Bifhop-
rick of Winchefter, he remitted to his poor
tenants certain acknowledgments, ufually
paid and due by cuftom, to the amount

of + five hundred and two pounds one fhil-
ling and feven pence.

To
» MS. Coll. Wint.

* Ex Originali Indentura in Archivis Coll. Wint,
3 MS. Coll. Wint.

/4 ¢ Recognicio tenencium Epifcopatus Wynton. fol-
5 ;end. in primo adventu cujuflibet Epifcopi: vide-
“ licet, -

"¢ De
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To * feveral Officers of the Bithoprick,
who were grown poor and become objects
of his liberality, he at different times re-
mitted fums due to him, to the amount of
two thoufand marks.

He ° paid for his tenants three feveral

times the fubfidies granted to the King by
Parliament.

~In 7 the year 1377, out of his mere
good will and liberality he difcharged the
whole debts of the Prior and Convent of
Selborne, to the amount of one hundred

¢ De Taunton & Rympton ¢ libr. xxxij s, viijd.
¢ De Dounton xlijj libr. xvs. viijd. ‘
¢ De Twyford x]j libr. xijs.
¢ De Waltham xxxij libr. xiijs. iiijd.
« De Meones lv libr. xiij s. iiij d. -
¢ De Sutton xxxj libr. xixe. x d.
¢¢ De Clera xxxviij libr. xiij. denar.
¢« De Wiytteneye Ixix libr. vij folid.
¢ Item de Ivyngho & Wergrave ljj libr. x s.
¢ Sum. total. p11 lib. xix denar.”
MS. penes Dom. Epifc. Wint. fol. 122.
The exa& agreement of this MS. with MS. Coll.
Wint. in this particular, fhews the authority of the
latter MS. ; and confirms what I had before faid of it,
(Pref 1ft Edit.) that the writer of it had accefs to the
accounts of Wykeham’s ftewards, and that it is the
moft authentic account of him that is extant.
s MS. Coll. Wint. ¢ Ibid.
7 Regift, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 209:

and
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and ten marks, eleven fhillings, and fix

~ pence: and *a few years before he died, he

made a free gift to the fame Priory of one
hundred marks. On which accounts, the
Prior and Convent voluntarily engaged for
the celebration of two mafles a day by two
Canons of the Convent for ten years, for
the Bifthop’s welfare, if he fhould live fo
long, and for his foul, if he fhould die
before the expxratlon of that term.

From ¢ the time of his being made B1-
fhop of Winchefter he abundantly pro-
vided for a certain number of poor, twenty
four at the leaft, every day ; not only feed-
ing them, but alfo diftributing money
among them to fupply their neceffities of
every kind.

He * continually employed his friends,
and thofe that attended upon him, to feek
out the propereft objects of his charity ; to
fearch after thofe whofe modefty would
not yield to their diftreffes, nor fuffer them
to apply for relief; to go to the houfes

* Ibid. fol. 188.

° MS. Coll. Wiat, & Tra&at in Vet. Regift. (.oll
Wint, X
' Ibid.

of
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of the fick and needy, and to inform them-
felves particularly of their feveral calami-
ties : and his beneficence adminiftred large-
ly to all their wants. He fupported the in-
firm, he relieved the diftrefled, he fed the
hungry, and he clothed the naked.

To * the poor Friars of the orders {ub-
fifting on charity he was always very li-
beral. His hofpitality was large, ccnftant,
and univerfal: his houfe was open to all,
and frequented by the rich and great, in
proportion as it was crowded by the poor
and indigent.

He * was ever attentive and compaflion-
ate to fuch as were imprifoned for debt;
he inquired into their circomftances, com-
pounded with their creditors, and procured
their releafe. In this article of charity he
expended three thoufand marks.

2 Ibid. I meet with the following cafual inftance of
his liberality in this way, in Rot. Comp. Coll. Nav. anni
1377. ¢ Item in diftributione facta quattuor ordinibus
¢¢ fratrum mendicantium Oxon. de elemofina Domini,
¢ xiii. lib. xix s. praecepto Domini : viz. fratribus Pre-
¢ dicatoribus 1xx s. Minoribus ciiis. Carmelitis lviis. &
“ Auguﬁmenﬁbus xlix s. & fic viz. omnibus fratribus
‘¢ in villa Oxon. pradict. xiid.” It Aappears from hence,
that there were at this time in the city of Oxford 279
Mendicant Friars.

3 MS. Coll. Wint.

The
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The * roads between London and Win-.
chefter, and in many other places, when
they were very bad, and almoft impaffable,
he repaired and amended; making caufeys,
‘and bulldmg bridges, at a vaft expence.

He * repaired a great number of Churches:
of his diocefe, which were gone to decay;
and moreover furnithed them, not only
in a decent, but even in a {plendid man-
per, with books, veftments, chalices, and
other ornaments. In this way he beftowed
one hundred and thirteen filver chalices,
and one hundred pair of veftments: fo that
the articles of this kind, few in comparifon,
which we find in his will, were only in-
tended by way of fupplement to what he
had done in his lifetime ; that fuch of the
Churches of his patronage, which he had
not had ogcafion to confider before as ob-
jets of his liberality, might not however
feem to be wholly negleéted by him.

Befides all this, he ¢ purchafed eftates to
the value of two hundred marks a year in
addition to the demefne lands of the Bifhop-
rick of Winchefter, that he might lcave

4 Ibad & Tra&tat. in Vet. Regift, Coll. Wint.
s Ibid.
¢ MS. Coll. Wint.

there
] 2
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there memorials of his munificence in every
kind.

Tho’ the other ornaments of his oratory
are deftroyed, yet his monument remains
there intire and unhurt to this day. Itis
of white marble, of very elegant work-
manthip, confidering the time, with his
eﬁigies in his pontifical robes lying along
upon it; and on a plate of brafs, runnmg
round the edge of the upper table of it, is
+ the following infcription in Latin verfe, of
the ftyle of that age.

dilhelinug didug Wlpkeham jacet hic nece bidug:
Jtiug eccleGae pracful, repacabit camque,
Fargus erat, dapifer; probat Hoc cum DBibite
pauper :

Confiliig paviter vegni fuerat bene derter,

Bunc docet efle pium fundatio Collegiorum <
Oronfae primum ftat, Wintoniacque fetundum,
Fugiter ovetig, tumulum quitunque Hidetis,
Pro tantig meritig ut Gt Gbi bita perennig,

THE
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SECTION IX

An Examination and Confutation of feveral
things, that have been publifbed to bis dif-
credit,

Shall not attempt to form any other
charatter of this great man, than
what neceffarily arifes out of the faéts
already related, and from the whole tenor
of his public life and altions, which I have
endeavoured fairly to exhibit from un-
doubted evidences, without difguife or am-
X plification,
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plification. \Whatever other picture of
him I fhould pretend to fet forth, it could
only be looked upon as the work of mere
imagination ; there being now no original
drawing extant, fuflicient to furnith out
a complete piece, and to juftify a higher
colouring and more perfet finithing of
a copy taken from it. The peculiar and
diftinguifhing characters of men are much
betzer conceived, and more accurately
marked, from little circumftances and in-
cidents in private life, than from a long
feries of actions in a public ftation : thefe
may raife in us a high idea of a great
and good man, and ftrike us with a dif-
tant admiration of his abilities and his
virtues ; but ’tis by the former that we are
intraduced to his acquaintance, that we
learn his particular turn, his temper, his
humours, his failings, as well as his ami-
able qualities, and become in a manner
intimate and familiar with him. I muft
acknowledge with much regret, that very
few particulars relating to the private and
domeftic part of Wykeham’s charaCter are
tranfmitted down to us. The writers of
that age are very few, and they have given

us but a fhort and imperfect account even
of
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of the moft important facts : fuch of them,
whom we may fuppofe to have had a
nearer and perhaps a perfonal knowledge
of him, which is the only foundation up-
on which the credit we give to more mi-
nute and circumftantial informations can
fafely be built, have done very little to-
wards gratifying our curiofity in this re-
fpect.

However, not to omit whatever may be
advanced upon reafonable evidence, we
find him in his early youth diftinguithed

- for his piety and his diligence; raifing

himfelf from a low condition by his abi-
lities, his induftry, and his . fidelity ; me-
riting the regard and encouragement of
feveral worthy and eminent patrons; and

‘at length raifed to the higheft ftations by

the favour of two of the greateft men that
this nation has to boaft of, Edward the
Third and his fon the Prince of Wales.
We may well conclude from the conftant

-courfe and quick progrefs of his rifing

fortune, that he was not deficient in any
of thofe accomplithments, that generally
lay open and fmooth the way to fuccefs in
the world : that he was a man of lively
parts, of an engaging addrefs, and an a-

X2 greable
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greeable converfation ; and that he had i
a great degree that fort of natural penetra~
tion, which, affifted with fome experience,
is neceffary to the attainment of a ready
and fure knowledge of men and things.
It 1s almoft needlefs to obferve, that one,
who was poffefled with fuch a fpirit of
univerfal benevolence, muft have been the
beft of mafters, the kindeft and moft ge-
nerous patron, the moft conftant and af-
fectionate friend : but all this we are not
left to deduce by confequence; we have
evident proofs of the largenefs and warmth
of his heart in every inftance of this kind :
we find * the ift of his friends, his offi-
cers, his domeflics, almoft invariably the
fame; all receiving in their turns teftimo-
nies of his favour, and rewards of their
fervices ; never leavmg him, nor ever de-
ferted by him.

As to his public character he may be
confidered in two lights; as a Statefman,
and as a Benefactor.,

- His genius for bufinefs was ftrong and
univerfal : he was endowed by nature
with a great capacity, and his induftry

_ " Regift. Wykeham. & Appendix, N, XVII,
: o " had

® .o~
-
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Tad furnithed him with a large ftock of
acquired qualifications, for the manage-
ment of all forts of affairs; with a juft
theory of Law in all its branches, of the
Canon, the Civil, and Common Law;
and a perfe& knowledge of the languages,
and the forms, which were made ufe of in
praftice.  The monuments which remain
of his ats in this kind difcover throughout -
evident marks of uncommon abilities;
of a clear and exaét comprehenfion of
things, and the greateft care and precifion
in the execution. His fkill in architec-
ture feems to have been only one part
of that various treafure of ufeful know-
ledge, which he had laid up in ftore for
occafional application, and not the main
fund upon which he propofed to raife his
fortune: his firft employments were of a
very different kind, and he ftruck into
this, as a fair opportunity offered, promp-
ted by the impulfe of a ready genius, and
the confcioufnefs of his own fufficiency
for the undertaking. The fame apt and
pliable genius turned itlelf to ftate affairs,
with the fame eafe, and with equal fuccefs.
Edward the Third’s opinion of him was
fully juftified : he proved an able, vigi-

X 3 lant,
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lent, indefatigable, and honeft Minifter ;
and at the {fame time that he advanced
daily in his mafter’s favour, he grew in
the efteem of the public. While * he
purfued with zeal and fidelity the in-
terefls of the King, he did not* forget or
difregard the eale and happinefs of the
people ; but was their conftant advocate,
and, as far as the neceffities of the ftate
would permit, always preferved them from
exations ’ and oppreflions. In * matters
of doubt and difficulty he had a penetra-
ting and a found judgement : he was eafy
of accefs, open and chearful in converfa-
tion, and ready in his anfwers to all that
applied to him: his words were not un-
meaning and evafive, but his performances
were always anfwerable to his profeflions,
and his actions kept pace with his pro-

2, ¢ Totoque tempore {ui regiminis, tam temporir
¢ bus Edwardi quam Ricardi, ipforum utrique obfe-
~ ¢ quiofus extitit & fidelis ; ac populo regni favorabilis
¢ & plurimum gratiofus, ipfum a fubfidiis & exa&io-
« nibus ac aliis oppreffionibus prefervans continue.”
MS. Coll. Wint

3, ¢ Erat confultus in ambiguis ; in refponfis prom-
¢ ptus, alacer, affabilis; nec erat ejus fermo fterilis,
¢ necotiofus; quem commendabat laudabilis verborum
“ & operum comitatus,” ‘Tractat. in Vet. Regift.Coll.
Wint, & Brev, Chron. ‘

mifes.
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mifes. When he faw his two great friends»
Edward the Third and the Prince of .
Wales, both together evidently declining
and dying, and the whole power devolving
into other hands, he had the courage, ho-
hour, and gratitude, to exert himfelf in
behalf of thofe who-could not protect him,
in oppofition to thofe who would in all
probability  foon have it in their power to
deftroy him: and this, as he muft have
forefeen, in effect brought upon him that
malicious astack of his enemies, which
ferved only in the end to thew, that his in-
tegrity could ftand the fevereft trial, and
abide the ftricteft fcrutiny ; and to produce
for the fatisfaction of pofterity thofe pub-
lic teftimonies of his honefty and upright-
nefs, which we fhould otherwife have
wanted. ’Tis not to be wondered, that
fuch experience of unmerited perfecution
fhould teach him a leffon of caution, and
make him fteady in the practice of it, in
times of yet greater difficulty ; when that
uniform conduét of prudence and mode-
ration, which from thenceforth diftin-
guifhes his public character, became equal-
ly expedient for the fafcty of his King and
country, and for his own fecurity.
X 4 We
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We frequently hear of men, who by the
force of their genius, by their induftry, or
by their good fortune, have raifed them-
felves from the loweft ftations, to the high-
eft degrees of honour, power, and wealth:
but how feldlom do we meet with thofe,
who have made a proper ufe of the advan-
tages which they have thus happily acqui-
red, and confidered them as depofited in
their hands by providence for the general
benefit of mankind ? In this refpet Wyke-
ham ftands an uncommon and almoft
{ingular example of generofity and public
fpirit. By the time that he had reached
the meridian of life, he had acquired great
wealth ; and the remainder of his days he
employed, not in increafing it to no rea-
fonable end, but in beftowing it in every
way, that piety," charity, and liberality,
could devife. The latter half of a long life
he fpent in one continued feries of gene-
rous actions and great defigns, for the
good of his friends, of the poor, and of his
country. His beneficence was ever vigi-
lant, active, and .perfevering: it was not
only ready to anfwer when opportunity
called, but fought it out when it did not

offer itfelf. No man feems to have tafted
morg
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-more fenfibly the pleafure of doing good;
and no man had ever a greater fhare of
this exquifite enjoyment. The foundation
.of his Colleges, the principal monuments
.of his munificence, was as well calculated
for the real ufe of the public, and as judi-
cioufly planned, as it was nobly and ge-
. neroufly executed. Whatever Wykeham’s
_attainments in letters were, he had at leaft
‘the good fenfe to fee, that the Clergy, tho’
they had almoft engroffed the whole
learning of that age, yet were very deficient
in real and ufeful knowledge: befides that
. by the particular diftrefles of the times,
and the havoc that feveral fucceflive plagues
had made in all ranks of the people, but
efpecially among the Clergy, the Church
was at a lofs for a proper fupply of fuch as
were tolerably qualified for the perform-
ance of the common fervice. It was not
vanity and oftentation that fuggefted this
defign to him ; he was prompted to it by
the notorious exigence of the times, and
the real demands of the public. The de-
liberation with which he entered upon it,
and the conftant attention with which he
purfued it for above thirty years, thews
how much he fet his heart upon the fuc-

cefs
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cefs of his undertaking, and how carneftly
he endeavoured to fecure the effeCtual at-
tainment of the end propofed, the promo-
tion of true piety and learning. In a word,
as he was in his own time a general blef
fing to his Country, in which his bounty
was freely imparted to every object, that
could come within the reach of his influ-
ence; fo the memory of this great man
merits the univerfal regard of pofterity, as
of one, whofe pious and munificent defigns
were direCted to the general good of man-
kind, and were extended to the lateft

ages.

It is not to be wondered, that a man,

who had met with fuch uncommon fuccefs,

and who had been raifed from a low con-

dition of life to the moft eminent ftations,

fhould in the height of his fortune have

become an objeét of envy, and have ex-

cited the malice of rivals and enemies.

Motives of this kind may well be fuppofed

to have had a fecondary influence in the

perfecution, that was once raifed againft

him; and to have blown up the flame, that

faction had firft kindled. This however
was but of fhort continuance, and fell to

the ground with the political caufe that
- - - gave
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gave rife to it. Wykeham had the hap-
pinefs, a very uncommon one with fallen
ftatefmen, even at the time that he was
borne down by the power of his enemies,
fill to retain his popularity; and he lived
many years afterwards in an uninterrupted
pofleflion of the love and efteem of the
public. But that one of his beneficent
and amiable character, whofe generofity
and public fpirit had been fo univerfal, and
was ftill extended to pofterity, thould in
after ages, and at a time when envy and
faction are commonly filent and extin¢t, be
loaded with imputations, as falfe and
. groundlefs, as they are f{candalous and
malicious ; this muft be looked upon as a
fingular hardfhip, and may juftly raife both
our furprife and indignation. Yet fuch
has been Wykeham’s uncommon lot. The
caufes and motives, which have given birth
to thefe imputations, and the means, by
which they have been nurfed up, and fent
abroad into the world, though very obfcure,
I fhall here endeavour to trace out, and
lay before the reader, with as much ex-
actnefs and perfpicuity as I am able: and
. this inquiry I have chofen to referve to
this place, where withouyt interrupting

other

4
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other matters, I might purfue it more mi-
nutely, in order to give him the fuller fa-
tisfaction,

The fole foundation of moft of the im-
putations, which have prevailed to the dif-
advantage of Wykeham’s charatter, and -
which have found place in many of our
hiftories, appears to have been a paper con-
taining fhort notes relating to him, which
came into the hands of that learned and
induftrious antiquary, the famous Mr.
John Leland,

As Leland was very diligent in collefting
every thing that was curious relating to
our hiftories and antiquities, he tranfcribed
thefe notes, and entered them in his com-
mon-place book, among feveral other tran{-
cripts and extra&ts from different manu-
fcripts. A copy of this common-place
book of Leland, tranfcribed from that in
his own hand-writing, is extant in the
Bodleian library : Mr. Hearne has publifh-
ed it, and it makes the appendix to the
- fourth volume of Leland’s Itinerary.

- ThatLeland was not the author of thefe
notes, but that he only took a copy of
them, and fet them down in his common-
place book, is not only probable from the
, remaining
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remaining contents of the book, which con- "
fitt intirely of tranfcripts from different
authors, unlefs you will except one copy
of a letter of his own ; but moreover ap-
pears evidently from another tranfcript of
the fame notes, which is preferved in the
Cotton: Library, and ‘which has a Title
prefixed giving us the name of the Author:
they are called Dr. London’s Report. I
fhall here infert the Report, with the
Title and Marginal Remarks added to it,
as it ftands in the Cotton Manufcrlpt 5
fupplying at the fame time fuch variations
of the Bodleian Copy as are material.
+ MS. Biblioth. Cotton. Julius. C. 6.

“ Doftor London his reporte, but not
“ true.”

p zmn;‘.“ﬁ‘lv i- 1. William Perote, alias
“ kam Bisthoppe ;

« of Winche}}p « Willim, [Wikam, MS:
“ ter.” “ Bodl.] becaufe hee was

. Ml thisis not « horne at Wikam in Hamp-
true. .
« fhire. Some fuppofe that
“ he was a Baftard. dno anno 1404.”
[Inftead

4 N. B. In MS. Cotton. the Report itfelf; the Title,
and Marginal Notes, are all in the fame hand-writing ;
not Leland’s, but copied from him. In the beginning
of the MS. where the Contents of the whole volume are
fet down, the Report is thus intitled: < A fcandalous

¢ report concermng Wickam Bithop of Wmcheﬁ&:“;

e
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[Inftead of ¢ dno anno 1404” MS. Bodl.
hath, ¢ Perot the Parifh-clerk’s fon of

. % Wikam.”]

2. ¢ Perrot brought up by Mr. Wodale
« of Wikam learned gramar, and to writte
« fayre.” : :

3. ¢ The Contftable of Winchefter Caftle,
« at that time a great raler in Hampthire,
« got Perote of Wodale, and made him
« his Clerk.”

4. [ Edward the 3d coming to Winchef-
¢« ter Catftle liked Perot, and took him to
« fervice” MS. Bodl. This article is omit-
ted in the Cotton MS. by miftake. of the
tranfcriber, as it feems; the two next ar-
ticles beginning with the fame words. ]

5. Edward the third, underftanding

« that Perote had mynd to be prefte, thade
« him firft perfon of St. Martynes in-Lon-
« dom, and Dean of St. Martynes in Lon-
« don, and then Archedeacon of Bueking-
« ham.” ‘
6. « Edward the 3 made him Surveiyer
« of his Buildings, as of Windfore, and
* Quinboroughe in Kent, and other build-
“ ings.”

The Contents are in a different hand from that of the
Report, and the reft of the Volume itfelf.

I 5 7. ¢ Then
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7. ¢ Then Edward made him berer of
« the privie feale, mafter of the Wards and
« the Forefts.”

8. « Wikam was treforer for the reve-
« nues of France.”

9. « Then he made him bifhope of
« Winchefter, Chanfelor and Treforer of
“ England, as it verye manifeftlye appear-
« ithe by writtinge.” |

10. < The Black Prince fcant favored
¢« Wikam.”

11. Wikam procured to kepe the Pnnce
“ in battaile out of the realme.”.

12. * John of Gaunt Duke of Lancaf-
« ter enemye to Wikam.”

13. « Alice Perers, concubine to Ed-
¢« ward the 3d, caufed Wikam to be ba-
<« nifhed, and then he dwelled
¢« in Normandye and Picardye
« a [about] 7 yeres, Edward the third yet
“ lyving.”

14. * Wickam reftored about the 2
“ yere of Richard the fecond, of whom he
“ had a general pardon.”

The volume in which thefe notes are
found in the Cotton Library, confifts * like-

$ See the Contents of it in Smith’s Catalogue of the
Cotton Library.

¢ Nen credo.”

wife
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.wife of Collections relating to our hiftory,

made by the fame Leland from antient
authors. Thefe notes then, as they ftand
in the Cotton Manufcript, are ftill a part
of Leland’s Colletions ; and by the Title
and Marginal Remarks, here added to them,
it appears, that Leland knew them to be
Dr. London’s, and that he was well ap-
prifed of their being for the moft part
falfe and groundlefs. It is indeed very
probable, that Leland had them from Dr-

London, to whom he might apply, as to a
perfon who by his ftation had the beft op-
portunity of giving him information, for

-fome account of Wykeham : and that ha-

ving received this account from him, which
one fo well verfed in our hiftory muft im-
mediately fee was full of falfities, he not
not only noted the author, but exprefled his
opinion and judgement of his report in the
title and marginal remarks added to it.

~ The reader is by this time ready to in-
quire, who this Dr. London is; and wilt
no doubt be furprifed, when he is inform-
ed, that Dr. London, the author and pro-
pagator of all this fcandal upon Wyke-
ham, was one who owed his education and

fubﬁﬁence to Wykeham s bounty, and had
the
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the honour of being at the head of the
principal of his two Societies, being War-
den of New College in Oxford, at the time
when Leland was employed in making his
Collections. If it is farther demanded,

with what dehgn, and from what motive,
he could give fo difhonourable, ‘as well as
fo abfurd an account of his great Bene-
factor, I am wholly at a lofs for an an-
fwer to the queihon, and know not whe-
ther to charge it to his malice or his igno-
rance. AllI can do towards the clearing’
up of this matter, is to give the hiftory and
charaéter of Dr. London, as I find it re«
corded on good authority; that any one,
who 1s defirous of fansfymg himfelf of the
degree of credit that is due to his teftimo-

ny, may have fome ground to go upon in
forming his judgement.

John London was admitted of N ew Col-
lege in the year 1505 ; became L. L. B. in
1512, and L. L. D. in 1518. He was
about this time Canon of York and Lin-
coln, and Domeftic Chaplain to Archbifhop
Warham. - He was eleCted Warden of New

“College in 1526 ; was Vicar of Abberbury ;
(both which laft preferments he refigned in
1542 ;) and Prebendary of Shipton in the

Y - Church
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Church of Sarum: afterwards he became
Canon of Windfor, Dzan of Oiney, (1542)
and of the Collegiate Chapel of Walling-
ford Berks. After the death of . Warham
in 1532, he infinuated him{clf into the
good graces of Cromwell, and was much
employed by him in the fuppreffion of mo-
nafteries ; he was one of the Vifitors, and
acted with great zeal in the removing of
Images and Reliques. After the fall of
Cromwell, he as dexteroufly made his court
to Gardiner Bifhop of Winchefter ; and to
compenfate for what he had done before,
" he offered his moft zealous fervices to him,
and became his inftrument and under-agent
in all his meafures. He was the perfon
principally employed by him in contriving
and carrying on the plot to deftroy Cranmer:
but the apparent malice and falthood of the
accufation brought ammﬁ the good Arch-
bifhop induced the hmg to take him un-
der his proteCtion. At the fame time he
was engaged in another fcheme of the fame
kind, and under the fame direCtor: he
made it his bufinefs, in conjunction with
one Symonds a Lawycr, to procure evi-
dence againft feveral peirfons in Windfor,
who were fufpected of favouring the Re-
formation;
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formation ; and he laid his- informations
before Gardiner ; on which three perfons
were convicted upon the Six Articles, and
burnt. However he and his affociate were
not fatisfied with this fuccefs: their plot
was carried ftill farther, and aimed at fe-
veral very confiderable perfons of the -
Court; but was difcovered before all their
meafures were concerted. They were ap- -
prehended, and charged with it; and being
put to their oaths denied it. Their own
hand-writing was then produced againft
them: and being thus convited of Per-
jury, they were adjudged to be carried on
horfe-back through Windfor, Reading, and
Newbury, with their faces to the horfes
tails, and then to ftand in the pillory'in the
fame places ; which was executed accord-
ingly. This difgrace funk fo.deep in the
heart of Dr. London, that he died foon af-
ter in the Fleet prifon, inthe year 1543 °.
Tho’ I doubt not but that every com-
petent judge muft be fully fatisfied, upon the’
firft reading of this Report, of its inaccu-
racy in general, and of the apparent falf-
hood of many particulars in it; and that,

¢ Fox: A, Wood. Strype. Burnet.
Y2 - with
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with regard to fome points more obfcure
and doubtful, very little credit will be
thought due to an author, who has been
fo egregioufly miftaken in others, where
the truth was fo eafily to be found ; yet I
think it neceffary to enter into a brief ex-
amination of the feveral articles of .it, and
to point out dlﬁm&ly, what is true, falfe,
or doubtful in each, with the degree of
evidence, with which the truth or falthood
of the particulars is proved.

1. Nothing can be more certain than
that Wykeham’s family-name was not
Perot ; tho’ Leland himfelf, mifled by this
informant, was of that opinion. This au-
thor does not affirm, that he was a Baftard ;
he only fays, that fome fuppofe it: how-
ever it does not at all appear, that it ever
was fuppofed by any one, before this infi-
nuation of his was publifhed. It is hard-
- ly worth while to go about to confute fuch
a furmife not fupported by the leaft evi-
dence ; it deferves no other notice than a
bare denial of the truth of it: but that it
is abfolutely falfe, is in the higheft degree
probable, from the account given of his
~ Parents, and of the number of his rela-
tions both by the Father’s and the Mother’s

fide
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fide from undoubted authorities. I fhall
only add, that if Wykeham was a Baftard, ®
he could not have been admitted to any
. Orders without a difpenfation from his
Diocefan, nor to Holy Orders without a
difpenfation from the Pope: the former
muft have been granted to him by Edyng-
don Bithop of Winchefter before he or-
dained him Accolite, and the latter muft
have been tendered to the fame in order to
his being ordained by him Subdeacon ; and
both would regularly have been entered in

his Regifter: yet no traces of any fuch
- difpenfation in either cafe are to be found
there.. What is added in the Bodleian .
Manufcript, ¢ Perot the parifh Clerk’s fon
« of Wikam,” is of the fame kind ; mani-
feftly falfe in one particular, for his Father’s.
name was not Perot; and that either Perot,
or his Father, was parifh Clerk of Wick-
ham, is neither proved by any evidence,
nor favoured by any tradition.

2, 3, and 4. In thefe articles the Report
differs from all the authors that wrote
neareft to Wykeham’s time: they mention
not Wodale, or Uvedale, by name; but

7 See Appendix, N° XVIIL
. ® 1. Cabaffutii ]uns Canonici Theoria & Praxxs lib.
2. cap. 9. {e&. 2
Y 3 from
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from their account, and from a tradition
that ftill prevails, Uvedale is fuppofed to
have been Wykeham’s patron, and to have
been the fame perfon with the Con{table of
Winchefter Caftle. The particular of Ed-
ward the third’s meeting with Wykeham
firft at Winchefter, is deftitute of proeof:
Archbifbop Parker fays, that he was fuft
made - known to the King at Windfor;
which is equally uncertain. The moft an-
tient authors only fay, that he was brought
to Court, and taken into the King’s fervice.
. 5. Out of the particulars herein men-
tioned two are falfe : he never was Parfon
of St. Martin’s, nor Archdeacon of Buck-
ingham.

7, 8, and 9. I find no evidence of his
ever having been Mafter of the Wards, or
Treafurer of the Revenues of France ; and
that he never was Treafurer of England,
very manifeftly appeareth by the Public
Records. - '

to. The contrary to this I think I have
proved beyond all deubt; and that not on-
ly by probable arguments and confequences,
drawn from the circumftances of the hiftory
of thofe times, but by direct evidence from

Records,
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Records, fuch as was hardly to be expected
in this cafe.

11. What the Reporter adds n the next
article is merely an invention of his own,
drawn by confequence or conjecture from
the former; yet wholly improbable, even
allowing the truth of the former article.

12. This, without any circumftances
added of time or occafion, is very inaccu-
rate; fo that the contrary might be affirmed
‘in the fame manner with equal truth.

13, and 14. In the two concluding arti-
cles, the Reporter hath betrayed his ex-
treme ignorance of every thing relating to
the fubject, upon which he pretended to
give information. Any ¢ommon chronicle
might have taught him better, and pre-
vented his running into fuch grofs errors..
And yet even in thefe, by paffing under the
refpectable name of Leland, he has had
authority enough to miflead fucceeding
hiftorians, and has introduced the utmoft
confufion into this part of Wykeham’s
hiftory. I have evidently and diftinitly
fthewn, that Wykeham’s troubles were juift
of feven months continuance ; that he was
abfent from Court, being ordered not to
come within twenty miles of it, refiding

Y 4 chiefly
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chiefly in the monafteries of Merton and
Waverly,. juft two months; that he was
reftored by Edward the third, and that he
received his pardon from Richard the fe-
cond within fix wecks of his acceflion to the
throne,

Such is the Report, the falthoods con-
tained in which, tho’at any time fo eafy to
be detetted, yet have in fome degree crept
into moft of our hiftories: a remarkable
proof of the extreme negligence of our hif~
torians, and how little their teftimony is
to be depended upon, where it is not fup-
ported by clear and authentic evidence.

To ftate this cafe in a few words: it

. appears from what has been faid, that Dr.

London was the author of the Report;
that Leland only tranferibed it; that he
has not given it any mark of his approba-
tion : on the contrary, it is highly pro-
bable, that the notes, added 1n the title and
margin, declaring'the falthood and incre-
dibility of the greateft part of it, are his.
And yet merely becaufe it was found a-
mong his Colletions, our Hiftorians have
taken it for Leland’s own, and have given
credit to it, and propagated the belief of it, .

under the fanction of his authority; Hol
linfhed

l
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linthed feems to have led the way in this
miftake: he has given in detail all the par-
ticulars therein mentioned, quoting Leland
for them. * Others, tho’ they have not ad-
opted the whole, yet have generally been
led into many errors by the fame miftaken
authority ; and there is hardly any account
of Wykeham written fince Leland’s time,
but what has in fome degree been infected
with falfhood from the fame quarter. ‘

A late anonymous Annotator to a late
Hiftorian, likewife anonymous, in the Col-
lection called the Complete Hiftory of Eng-
land, has retailed moft of thefe particulars, -
with a defign, as it feems, of correting
his author, who in his opinion had fpoken
too favourably of Wykeham; and has
added to them the following reflettions:
« ® The reward of good ations is to be
 expetted according to the fincerity of

. «¢ the

3 Comp. Hift. of England, Vol. i. page 291. Mr.
Hearne having infinuated, that Bithop Kennett was the
Author of this Note, the Bithop in a Letter to Mr.
Hearne denied, that he was ¢ the Author, Publifher, or
¢¢ Revifor of that Volume, or of any Note or Line in
¢ jt.” See the Preface to Vol. 4t* and 7t* of Leland’s
Itinerary publithed by Hearne. ¢ He had no manner
¢¢ of hand in any branch of the two former [Volumes
¢ of Comp. Hift. of England,] nor in the Preface to

“ them,
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¢« the heart. An oftentation of Charity
¢ and the merit of Alms in thofe days put:
« people on wicked courfes to fhew their
« beneficence to the Church and -Church-
¢ men.—No wonder he raifed fuch a
* mighty eftate in his miniftry, confider-
¢ ing he lived in fo loofe a Government as
¢« that of King Richard the Second.” I
fhall leave the reader to judge, as he fhall
think proper, of the fpirit with which thefe
refleCtions are made, and of the grounds
upon which they are raifed. But with re-
gard to the laft claufe, the readers of this
Hiftory are to be reminded, that Wyke-
‘ham’s miniftry was under Edward the
third, in whofe time his eftate was raifed,
. and in whofe time he conceived the whole
defign of his public charities; and began to
put it in execution ; that he bore no place
of profit under Richard the fecond, except
that ‘of Chancellor, fomething more than

¢ them, . which was writted by Mr. Hughes;” fays the
Author of Bifhop Kennett’s Life, p. 33. :

N. B. The author of this part of Comp. Hift. of Eng=
land fays, that Wykeham was oge of the Ambaffadors fent’
to Guifnes to treat of Queen Ifabel’s reftitution in 1401 ;
" and that he married Henry the fourth to the Duchefs of
Britany in St. Swythin’s Church Wincheftér, in Feb.
1402—3 : neither of which is true,

T two
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two years, which was forced upon him; -
and that however loofe this King’s Govern-
‘ment might be, it was not chargeable upon
‘Wykeham, who had no connection with
his minifters and favourites; but on the

contrary, was always applied to, and en- .

trufted by the Parliament, as a fit perfon to
" affift in the reforming and correting the
enormities fo much complained of in the
government.

Thus far has Wykeham undefervedly
fuffered in his reputation, through the ma-
lice and ingratitude, or at leaft the igno-
rance and prefumption, of a man, who
~owed every thing to. his bounty; a mian,
who feems to have boldly undertaken to
inform others in a matter of importance,
in which he appears to have ufed no care
to inform himfelf ; one who was as void of
all regard to truth, as of refpect to the me-
mory of his great benefactor. - It is not to
be wondered, if others, who might be fup-
pofed upon any account to be influenced
by ill-will towards his memory, fhould
have taken occafion from hence to load
him with infamy, and have endeavoured
to improve upon this firft effay of calumny
and detraction.

This
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This has been lately done, with a degree
of virulence that is almoft without exam—
ple, by one William Bohun of the Middle
Temple Efq;: ° who having' without any
juft caufe conceived a violent refentment
againft the Society of New College in Ox-
ford, firft endeavoured, in the impotence of

his

> Mr. Bohun had lent a fum ef money to one Combes,
the Leflee of the Manor of Birchanger in Effex under
New College, and fued out an Execution againft him,
intending to feize on Combes’s Term in Birchanger, as
a Chattel, by Sheriff's Writ, for the fecurity of his debt.
Combes in the mean time had made an Affignment of
his Leafe to Euftace Budgell Efq; : fo that when the
Writ came to be executed, Combes had no Property in
Effex, and the Sheriff was forced to return it with the
Indorfement of Nulla Bona. Mr. Bohun profecuted the
Sheriff for non-execution of his Writ, who ftood a
Trial, the event of which I know not.

The College had confirmed Combes’s Affignment by
granting a new Leafe to Budgell: when in the year
1726 Bohun met the College Progrefs in Effex, and
firft expoftulated with Mr. Pryor, then Fellow of the
College and ating upon that occafion as Deputy Stew-
ard, on the fuppofed injuftice of their proceedings; al-
ledging, that they had no authority to receive a Sur-
render, or make a Grant of an Eftate, while (to ufe his
own expreflions) the King’s Hands were upon it. Mr.
Pryor contented himfelf with anfwering, that the So-
ciety had not afted in that affair without taking due
advice, and that they were ready to juftify their con-
duét, whenever they fhould be called upon by a proper
authority.

This was all that pafled in Mr. Pryor’s prefence : but
Dr. Bigg, Warden of the College, fent for Mr. Bohun

' into
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his wrath, to revenge himfelf by a vexa-
tious profecution commenced againft the
perfon of their worthy Governor: but not
fatisfied with this, and thinking he could
give them a blow, which would affect them
more fenfibly, by wounding the reputation

into the parlour of the houfe where the College Courts
were held, and there in the prefence of Mr. Budgell,
and Mr. Coker, (then Fellow of the College, and by his
office attending upon the Warden in his Progrefs’, un-
dertook to reafon the matter with him calmly and dif-
paffionately in behalf of the Society’s proceedings. But
finding himf{elf unable to make any impreffion on him,
and high words arifing between Bohun and Budgell,
the Warden thought proper to withdraw. Soon after
Budgell having gradually fhoved Bohun off the end of
the bench on which they both fat, Bohun ftruck him,
and the Gentlemen exercifed their Canes on each other
pretty fmartly; the confequence of which was vitory -
to Budgell, and a fevere beating to Bohun. '

Bohun on his recovery, not only brought an Ation
againft Budgell for an Affault, but likewife {wore the
Peace againft the Warden; alledging, that he was a
Confederate with Budgell, and aiding and abetting to
him; fince the Warden had invited Bohun into the
houfe, and ought to have proteéted him during his ftay
in it. 'The Warden was obliged to attend in perfon at
Weftminfter-Hall, and to give Bail for his farther ap-
pearance ; but Bohun proceeding no farther againft
him, the matter, fo far as concerned the Warden and
the College, dropped there. o

This account has been communicated to me by two
Gentlemen of great honour and integrity, both therein
mentioned as prefent on the occafion ; John Coker of
Bicefter in the County of Oxford Efq; and Thomas
Pryor Efq; Steward of New College Oxford. ¢

; . o)
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of their Founder, fet himfelf to collect
every thing he could meet with that was
capable of bemg reprefented to his difcre-
dit, and to improve it with new and hor-
rible calumnies of his own invention. Be-
ing a frequent Publifher, it feems, in the
way of his own Profeflion, he took care to
introduce into the next performance, which
he prefented to the world, his fcurrilous
Libel on the Illuftrious Dead: and it muft
be owned, he has introduced it with fingu-
lar propriety ; for it comes in by way of
illuftration on the fubjeét of Scandalum
Magnatum. The Book itfelf is intitled The
Englith Lawyer’. As it is not of fuffi-
cicnt note to be eafily met with by any one
who fhall think it worth his while, upon
this occafion, to enquire after it; and as I
would deal fairly by the reader, and lay
before him the whole charge that this au-
thor has brought againft Wykeham, that
he may be the better able to judge of the
truth of it; I muft here trouble him with a
large extraét from it of every thing which
it contains to that purpofe; which is as
, follows’

3 London, 8vo. 1732,
: Pag 200m——203. )
) [ {4 But
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« But the truth of the cafe « The occafion
““ as to the motives oroccafion . of theStat, 2,
« of making the Stat. 2. R. 2. R.2” :
« was thus. In the declining years
« of King Edward 3. W, Wickham Blfhop
“ of Winchefter, in whom that King in-
« tirely confided, had found means to in-
« troduce his Niece or Sifter (the famed
« Alice Pierce) to the King’s Favour and
“ Bed; and by her means had got into
«the chief management of the Councils
« and Revenues of the Kingdom, fo far as
« to exclude even the King’s Sons the Black
« Prince, and obu of Gaunt, g‘ehe quarvr;l
« from intermeddling in pub- |, Detween
« lic affairs. Thlsgconl:lu& “ };lexc;( }:;;mand
« of Wickbam raifed high re- ¢ Gaunt”
« fentments in the Prince and Gaunt againft
« Wickbkam and his party (who were- the
“ body of the Prelates and Ecclefiafiics,)
« and poffibly might occafion their favour-
« ing of . Wicklief, &c. who then firft ap-
« peared in oppofition to the Ecclefiaftic
"« Hierarchy. They both purfued the
« matter with fo much earneftnefs as to
. ¢« obtain an order for the removal of
“« Wickham and Alice from the perfon of
« the King. But before this could be fully
« effected
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« effeCted the Prince died, fufpected of
« being poifoned by a zealot againft herefy
« (or one of Alice’s agents). However the
« conteft went on between Gaunt and Wick-
< See the itk <« pgy, and Gaunt charges
« zf,:ﬁgezfgf::ﬁ  Wickbam with embezzling
« Wickham.” ¢ above 1,100,000 pounds of
« the public money, a prodigious fum,
« above ten millions of our money; and if
« true (as there is good ground to believe
« for a great part) might well enable him
« to found and endow his colleges out of
« the plunder of the public.”

« But this charge by Gaunt againft
¢ The rage and Wickbam, and his favour-
<. fcandal of the < ing Wicklief, &c. fo fpirited
«gint = the rage of the Prelates and
*“Gaunt.” <« Clergy againft Gaunt, that

< their utmoft malice was employed, and

-« even the pulpit itfelf proftituted to fcan-

¢ dalize and defame him, Infidel and He-
« retic were their fofter terms: Traytor and
«¢ Rebel were more common: he was ge-
< nerally reprefented by them as one that
« affected the kingdom, of which to render
« him utterly incapable, they faid he wasa
« Suppofititious Child, a Baflard, &c. of
¢ which report Wickham was doubtlefs the

| ¢ Promoter,
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« Promoter, if not the Author. For it was

* induftrioufly reported among the Pre-
“ Jates and Clergy, that Queen Ifabel/ had

.« on her death-bed confefled to Wickbam

« that Gaunt was the fon of a Flemifb wo-
« man, and not the fon of her or the King.
« But this report was not openly fpread
« till after the death of King Edward the
« Third.”

¢« But notwithftanding the malice of
« Wickham and the Clergy prevailed fome-
« what on the Commons, yet Gaunt found fo
« much favour and intereft among .the
« temporal nobility, as upon Edward the
« Third’s death to be conftituted Protettor
« of the young King Richard II. and the
« kingdom.”

« Hereupon a new profe- « pyt being re-
« cution was commenced a- “ conciled, - the
« gainft Wickbam for Forgery, “ Statute paffed.”
« Bribery, Corruption, &c. and new fcandals
« were raifed againft Gaunt; but in the
« end, by folicitation of the Prelates on
« one fide, and the Temporal Peers on the
« other, an accommodation pafled between
% them; and upon Gaunt’s dropping the
«« profecution - Wickbars. took his oath in

Z .« fdl
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‘¢ full Parliament that he was neither the
‘ Author, nor would be the Fautor of thofe .
‘“ fcandals; and utterly difavowed the
‘“ mention of his illegitimacy by Queen
‘« Jabel : and wurged that the authors of
‘ that report had fcandalized him more
‘“ than they had the Duwke; and earneftly
* prefled, that the authors and fpreaders of
“ thofe reports might be punifhed, &e¢. as
‘“a fcandal thrown on a Right Reverend
« Prelate, as well as on a moft noble Duée.
“ And hereupon was enafted the Sta-
“ tute 2. R. 2.
- }Wi;kham 'fal- “ Asto the Statute 12.R. 2.
wor a mio « I can at prefent fay little
“c2” . . ¢ more tham that I find #ick-
« ham was this year again made Chancellor;
¢ and poflibly remembring the old quarrel,
« was’ willing to footh and mollify the
<« Duke’s difpofitien towards him. And as
« on occafion he was a moft artful flatterer,
¢ fo knowing the utmoft of the Duke’s de-
« fires 'was to have the honour of his birth
« guarded. againft fuch a hosrid (or horri-
“ble fcandal, as the -Aét calls it) and
s« knowing that high dignity without the
““ Duke’s favour.would but rip up old

“ wouhds, he therefere anticipates the
6 “ Duke’s




WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. j39
¢ Duke’s withes, and procures the A& of
« 12 R, 2. almoft in the fame terms as the
« former, with a_further punifbment (befides
« imprifonment) by the advice of the (King's
«¢ or Kingdom's ) Council.” .

« T have but briefly hinted at fome few
« things in Wickbam's ftory, which, were
« the whole enlarged as it might, would
« prove that Prelate to have a genius far -
« {uperior to any modern Bifhop, Chancel-
« Jor, or Lord Treafurer, who had the art
« and addrefs during eight or ten years of
« a profound peace, not only to fcreen the
« whole revenues of the kingdom through
« his own fingers; or, as the articles fay,
. ¢ had the whole difpofal of the King’s mo-
« ney both here and beyond fea, with all
« the fubfidies and aids both great and
« fmall ; but alfo the price paid for the re-
« demption of the twe Kings of France
« and Scot/land with the money given by
“ the inhabitants of Burgundy to redeem .
‘¢ their country from military execution ;
“ as alfo 100,000 franks from the Duke of
“ Millain, with prefents and gifts from
“ other princes; fo that from 26 Nov. 35
« Ed. 3. to 43 of that reign, the money
« tomputed to be hcapwd up by him, a-

Z 2 © “mounted
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« mounted to 1,509,600 /. which vaft fum
« this Prelate is charged to have received,
¢« and yet tho’ in time of peace, both the
« King and Kingdom by his artful ma-
“ nagement was run in debt ; of which he
« acquitted himfelf, by rendring himfelf
¢ unaccountable ; and at length (when
« Chancellor) acquitted himfelf by pafling
« his own pardon, &¢.”

- Thus far our author in his Englith
Lawyer but being fenfible that his malice
was like to prove very innocent, and would
be in a great meafure loft, while it lay hid
in his own obfcure volume; he took the
firft opportunity that offered itfelf, tho’ it
was many years firft, of publifhing his li-
bel more effetually, by tacking it on to a
work of fome credit, and that would be
more generally read. - The vehicle, that he
made ufe of for this purpofe, was Nathaniel
Bacon’s Hiftorical and Political Difcourfe
of the Laws and Government of England.
A new edition of this book was publifhed
in the year 1739. The Bookfellers, who
were engaged in it, employed Mr. Bohun
to correct the prefs. What elfe he under-
took, I know not; but this is the whole
that he has performed to give him a claim

’ 2 to
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to the title of Editor, except that he has
added a very few notes, fcattered here and
there in the margin, containing hardly any
thing befide the foregoing calumnies againft
Wykeham, drawn into a narrower com-
pafs, and introduced as occafion beft ferved.
The notes relating to Wykeham, (and they
are by much the greateft part of the whole,)
are as follows. : 4
Bacon’s Difcourfe, page 4. (fpeaking of
Ed. 3.)—*¢ to die in his minority under
« the rule of a woman of none of the beft
« fame.”] Marginal note, ‘7. e. Alice Piers
« W. Wickham’s niece, or &¢. and by him
« laid in the King’s bofom.”
. Ibid. p. §.——= the Duke of Lancafter
‘ engaged with the Wicclififts.”] Note,
_« This induced the Ecclefiaftics (efpecially
« Wickham, &¢.) to publifh moft mali-
« cious fcandals againft Gaunt, which oc-
« cafioned thte feveral ftatutes De Scandalis
* Magnatum, 5. & 10. R.2.” ~
Ibid. p. 37. * Stat. 2. cap. 5. Rich. 2.
¢ to apprechend heretics.”] Note, « This
« pretended ftatute feems to have been
¢« formed by the artifice of Bifhop Wick-
~¢¢ ham (then Chancellor) and by him fthuf-
« fled in amongft the rolls of Parliament.
Z 3  See
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« See the complaint of tlie Commons zz-
«“ fra.” 4

Ibid. p. 66.— a law that all fuch as

« publithed fuch falfe news, to fow firife
<« between great men,”—with reference to
“2R.2.¢ 6. &12R.2. c. 11.] Note,
¢« Thefe ftatutes were made on occafton of
« a quarrel between Willlam Wickham
« Bifhop of Winchefter and John of Gaunt,
« who had been fcandaloufly. fefle¢ted on
¢« by Wickham and his Clergy, even in
-« their pulpits. See Wickham’s Life.”
. Tho’, after what I have already written
upon this fubject, the bare reporting of fo
groundlefs, fo malicious, and fo abfurd a
collection of f{lander, would be a fufficient
(;:onfutati‘on of it; yet I fhall take the trous
ble of reviewing it, and examining the fe-
veral pdrticulars which it contains, in order
to fet the truth in the cleareft and fulleft
light that my materials will enable me
to do.

. To confider in the firft place the .charge
of Wykeham's conneétion with Alice Per-
rers. -This Lady was '\/Iaxd of Honour * to
A : Edward

-

oo Thxs circumftance alone renders the account,
which the author of MS. Harleian. N@ 6217, chap 8,
gnves
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Edward the Third’s Queen Philippa:
whoever the perfon was that recommended
her to the Queen’s fervice, he might perhaps
act very rightly and commendably .in fo
doing, and could not be anfwerable for the °
confequences. In this ftation fhe could not
efcape the King's notice, nor would fhe
ftand in need of any other recommenda-
tion to his favour, befide that of her own
beauty and accomplithments. Mr. Bohun
fays, fhe was introduced to the King in his
declining years ; Bacon calls it his minority,
meaning, I fuppofe, his dotage: in this they

gives of Alice Perrers’s low birth, very improbable.
However, as it is an anecdote, I fhall prefent it to the
Reader : ¢ There was at the fayme tyme in Englande
‘¢ a fhamlefle woman and wanton harlott called Ales
‘¢ Peres, of bafe kynred, for fhe was a wever’s doughter
< of the towne of Hunneye, [in the marzin, Hunneyie,
*¢ byfyds Exceftur as fome fupofe.] but helped by for-
‘¢ tune, beyng nether bewtifull nor fayre, fhe knew how
“ to cover thefe defets with her flatterynge tounge;
¢ whom fortune had fo exalted, (of a poore fervant
*¢ and harlott of a certen foole that ufed with his hands
¢ to carye water from the counduet to mens .howfes
¢ for neceflarye ufés) that fhe had promoted her to the
¢ familiarytye of the kynge more then was convenyent,
‘ and, the Quene yet lyvynge, fholde prefer her in the
¢ kynge’s love before the fuied Quene. This woman
“¢ after fhe was in the kynge's frendfhipp had fo be-
¢ witched hym, that he permytted the warres and -
greatelt matters of the realme to be defyned by her
“ councell.”

“«”

Z 4. are
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are both miftaken, as indeed are all our
late Hiftorians. The truth of the matter
is, that Alice Perrers had gained the King’s
good graces above ten years at leaft before
hedied. How much earlier the date of his
affection for her ought to be placed, I can-
not fay; but from the beginning of the
forty firft year of his reign, when he was-
not a very old man, and far from a
‘'dotard, even our Records themfelves carry
evident proofs of it. Her intereft in the
King was by this time throughly eftablifh-
ed; for from henceforward to the end of
hlS reign there hardly pafled any year, in
which fhe did not obtain very confiderable
grants from the crown. Mr. Bohun is
pleafed te fay, that fhe was ¢ introduced to
« the Kings favour and bed,” and after-
wards improving upen his expreflion, that
fhe was ¢ laid in the King’s bofom, by
¢« Wykeham.” A bare affertion of his, of
fuch a nature, for which he produces no
voucher, and for which he could not pof-
fibly have any to produce, would be pro-
. perly anfwered, and fufficiently refuted by
a bare denial. But we need not reft the
matter upon this iffue: we may ap-
peal to hiftory for the determination of it.
. We
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‘We have the concurrent teﬂimdny of hit

torians to prove, that Wykeham was ba-
nithed from Court, and ftripped of his
temporalties, by the united influence of
Alice Perrers and the Duke of Lancafter:
they give not the leaft intimation of his
having gotten into the chief management
of the councils and revenues of the king-
dom by the mcans of Alice Perrers; on the
contrary, they give a very different account
of his rife, and afcribe it to other caufes,
and thofe wholly of another kind. I have
already proved from unqueftionable autho-
rities, that Alice Perrers was at one time
Wykeham's avowed and bitter enemy :
hiftory affords not the leaft colour of proof,
that there ever fubfifted between them any
particular connection of friendfhip.
But fays Mr. Bohun, ¢ Alice Perrers
« was Wykeham’s niece, or fifter;” and
afterwards, that he might allow full {fcope
to the invention of any other forger of ca-
lumny that might fucceed him, * his niece,
“ or, &c.” He'is doubtful of the relation,
thinks it beft to abide by that of niece, as
moft probable, but is rather willing to have
it thought fome other, in the prefent cafe,
or in its general nature, more infamous.
This
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This particular of Alice Perrers being
Wykeham s near relation, is a circumiftance
which he'has laid hold of and improved
from a mere furmife of Archbifhop Parker,
which the Archbifhop indeed exprefles with
much doubt and hefitation. ¢ * Among
« which Legacies” (fays he, fpeaking of
Wykeham’s Will) ¢ one hundred pounds
¢ are bequeathed to Alice Perot his kin{-
¢ woman: whether this perfon wasthe fame
‘« with her whom the hiftorians call Alice
¢ Perres, by whom, .as we have faid, he was
¢ reconciled to the King, is uncertain.”

The Archbifhop in fome other inftances
has not treated Wykeham with that can-
'dor, which belonged to his own character,
and was due to Wykeham’s. What he
fays of the extreme lownefs and fervile con-
dition of his birth, of his total deficiency.
in learning, of his recovering his tempo-
ralties by bribing Alice Perrers, (which, by
the way, one would think was a method

o« Inter quaz legata 100 /. AlicizPerot confanguinez
< {uz conceduntur : quaan eadem fuerit quam Aliciam
“ Perres hiftoriographi nuncupant, cujus, ut diximus,
‘¢ gratia Regi reconciliatus fuerit, incertum eft.” Antiq.
Britan. ad an. 1376.

6 | . he
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he needed not to have had recourfe to, had
fhe been his near relation) are of this kind ;

founded on no fufficient proof, and indeed
for the moft part deftitute of probability;
as I havealready fhewn. ¢ * He was always
«a frugal man,” (adds he) ¢ and by his
“« very panﬁmony acquired . great wealth.”
This, though it may be interpreted in 3
favourable fenfe and as a commendation,
yet furely belongs not to the portrait which
he is drawing ; it bears o refemblance to
the open-hearted and generous W) keham,
whofe life was one comtinued courie - of li-
berality and munificence.  As to the Arche
bl(hop s conjecture above mentxoned, it is
fo deftitate of all proper foundation, that it
would hardly be worth confidering, were it
not that his authority may poflibly give fome
weight to it. It appears to be wholly built
on the fimilitude of names; and that too
very flight and impertect. The chriftian
name is indeed the fame: but it muft be
obferved, that Alice was a name very much
in vogue in that age, and perhaps the moft
common female name of any whatever, I

¢ ¢« Vir {femper frugi fuit, atque ipfa parfimonia qu-
% ftum fecit maximum.”  Ibid.

remember
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Temember to have obferved in Wykeham’s *
regifter a lift of nuns, near half of whom
* (five out of thirteen) were Alices. No-
- thing therefore can be concluded from
hence. As for the furnames; Perrers is
exprefled in the records with much varia-
tion; it isalfo written Perers, Perreres, and
de Pereris: but the name of Wykeham’s
niece, which likewife occursin many records
of unqueftionable authority, is, in all that1
have feen, invariably Perot; very different in
orthography from the former, which way
foever written, and not at all like it in
found. So that the true ftate of the cafe is
this : -the names at firft fight are very little
alike; and when you come to examine them,
they plainly appear to be quite different.
Here is no room for an argument, or even
. for a conjeCture : I might juft as well fup-
‘pofe, or go about to prove by the fame
medium of fimilitude of names, that the
Bithop’s coufin John Wykeham and the
famous John WykLff were one and the
fame perfon.

- This is enough to fatisfy any one that is
not poffeffed with the fame fpirit with Mr.
Bohun. However, it will be eafy to de-

3 Part 3. b. fol 182.
monftrate
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monftrate by matter of fatt and the hiftory
of each of them, that Alice Perrers and
Alice Perot were two different perfons.
Perrers was the family name of the former
| Alice: fhe* continued unmarried till after
the firft Parliamént of Richard the Second,
when fhe became the wife of Sir William
de Wyndefore, who had been Licutenant
of Ireland in the end of Edward the Third’s
time, and in whofe behalf fhe had influ-
enced the King to reverfe an order of
Council, which was one of the articles of
the charge brought againft her in Parlia-
ment. Sir William de Wyndefore died *

in

4 Mr. Carte, who, after the example of Barnes, un-
dertakes the defence of this Lady’s honour, is miftakea
in.affirming, that fhe was a&tually married to Sir Wil-
liam Wyndefore in Edward the Third’s time; which is
his principal argument in her fayour. That fhe was
not married to him till after the firlt Parliament of
Richard the Second is-plain from hence, that hitherto
fhe is called in the Parliament Rolls Alice Perrers ; af-
terwards, Alice the wife of Sir William de Wyndefore, -
late called Aljce Perrers: Rot. Parl. 2 R. 2. and 8R. 2.
As alfo in the following Record : < Bona Aliciz uxo-
% ris dile&i noftri Wilhelmi de Wyndeforc Chivaler no-
* bis foris falta virtute judicii contra przdx& Ahcuun ‘
% per nomen Aliciz Perrers in Parl. an. reg, 1."——
MS. Rymer. R. 2. vol. 2. N® 139.

s The probate of the will of Sir William Wynde-
foreis dated Sep. 19, 1384. His wjll unmpatlv;:
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in the year 1384, léaving no iffue by her:
fhe lived, and continued a widow, till the
latter end of ichard the Second’s time;*
-after which we hear no more of her. The
7 family name of the other Alice, the
daughter of Agnes, Wykeham’s fifter, was
Chawmpeneys: fhe was married to Wil
liam Perot fome years before the death of
Edward the Third ; for John the youngeft
of her three fons was admitted Fellow of
New College Oxford in the year 1395 ; and
fo was born probably about the end of
Edward the Third’s, or the beginning of
Richard the Second’s reign: and her eldeft
fon William was married in the year 1346,
with the Bifhop’s approbation, and was at
- leaft of full age, probably fome years above.
She and her hufband William Perot were
bath alive, and appeared in the Court of
King’s Bench, in the eleventh year of Henry
the Fourth. All which particulars of un-
doubted matter of fact being laid together

he daes not fo much as mention his wife in it, whofe
eftates, I fuppofe, had been fecured to her before; aud
only makes {ome bequefts to his brother’s fons; from
whencelconclude he had no iffue. ~Regift. Wykchzm.
part 3. b. fal. G2.

See dotton s Abndﬁment, 21 R. 2.
L7 See Appendix NI L 4V. & XVIL

and

1




WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 351

and compared, it appearsto be utterly im-’
poffible, that the faid two Alices, even
though their furnames were really the fame,-
could be one and the fame perfon. -

So much for Archbithop Parker’s con-
jeture, of which Mr. Bohun has made fuch’
good ufe. In the remaining part of the
fame paragraph, he has confounded all
hiftory ; he has united the Prince of Wales
and Duke of Lancafter in oppofition to
Wykeham - and Alice Perrers; whereas it
was the Prince of Wales and W’ykeham
againft the Duke of Lancafter and Alice
Perrers: he makes the Prince of Wales
one of Wiekliff’s favourers, though he
died almoft a year before Wickliff’s
affair came in queftion: he fays, that
Wykeham and Alice Perrers were removed
from Court together, whereas it is certain
that Wykeham was removed in confequencc
of Alice Perrers being reinftated in her
power there. < But before. the removal
« of Wykeham arid Alice could be effect--
% ed,” (it was not before the actual remo-
val of Alice; it was before the removal of
Wykeham -was attempted or thought of)
“ the Prince of Wales died, fufpeted of
“ being poioned by a zealot againft here-

“ fy.
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« fy, or one of Alice’s agents.” Though
Wykeham never diftinguithed himfelf as a
zealot againft herefy, nor was ever before
fufpeted of being one of Alice’s agents, yet
every one fees that this impudent infinua-
tion is aimed at him. But the abfurdity of
this writer is equal even to his malice, and
very happily counterworks the effets of
it. Befides that there never was any fuf-
picion of the Prince of Wales’s being poi-
foned, it is notorious, that he was feized
with the difeafe, which irrecoverably de-
ftroyed his conftitution, in his expedition
_ into Spain, ten years before his death;
that he did not return to England till three
or four years after that expedition, when
he was quite difabled from attending to
his affairs in Acquitaine, and his cafe was
in a manner defperate: that in England,
except that in the year after his return he
feemed to be for a little while fomewhat bet-
ter, his diftemper gradually increafed, and,
though later than was expe&ed brought
him at length to his grave. Would this-
libeller fuppofe, that one of Alice’s agents
poifoned the Prince fo lorig before in Spain?
or at Jaft, and at home, when he was other-
wife vifibly dying? Why fhould we fup-
pofe
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pof¢ it done by a zealot againft herefy, when
the Prince was never in the leaft fufpected
of favourmg heretics ? But the reader muft
by this time think, that I prefume too much
on his patience, in imagining, that he will
accompany me in an examination in detail
of fuch an incoherent collettion of falthood
and flander, For what remains therefore,
relatipg to the accufation brought againft
Wykeham by the Duke of Lancafter at the
end of Edward the Third’s reign, and the
report of the Queen’s confeffion to him
upon her death-bed, I fhall refer him to
what I have already faid upon thofe heads ;
and fhall only add in brief, that Mr. Bo-
hun 'not writing from hiftory, where he
knew that what he wanted could not be
found, but from his own head, miftakes
Queen Ifabel Edward the Third’s mother
for Queen Philippa his wife: that what he
fays "of the Prelates and the Clergy, or
" Wykeham and his Clergy, proftituting their
pulpits to defame the Duke of Lancafter, is
purely an invention of his own: and that
the next three paragraphs are of the fame
kind, utterly deftitute of all manner of
foundation, and contain not fo much as
one word of truth. © The Duke of Lancaf-

A a ' ter
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ter was never conftituted Proteétor of the
King and kingdom; no new profecution
was ever commenced againft Wykeham ;
ho one circumftance of “all that he relates
in confequence of it ever exifted; Wyke-
ham was not Chancellor in the Parliament
of the twelfth year of Richard the Second,
nor in the firft year of the fame reign,
when his pardon was paffed; nor had ei-
ther of the Aéts of Parliament, which he
has madc the chief graund-work of hig
flanders upon Wykeham, any the leaft re-
lation to him or his affairs.

Thus much may fully fuffice for the
Enghfh Lawyer: but we have not yet
quite done with the Annotator on Bacon,
Not content with having in his firft per-
formance accufed Wykeham of being pan-
dar to the King; of proftituting his own
niece, or fifter, or &c; of poifoning the
Prince of Wales; all monftrous calum-
nies of his own diabolical invention, which
one would have thought muft have been
by this time exhaufted; he has now ano-
ther charge to bring againft him, and that
of no lefs a crime than forging an Aé of
Paxl'ament. “ This pretended Statute”

| (Stat.
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{Stat. 2. chap. 5. 5 R. 2. againft heretics)
« feems to have been formed by the artis
t fice of Bilhop Wykeham, then Chancel-
« lor, and by him fhuffled in amongft the
¢ Rolls of Parliament.” He makes no
fcruple of grounding an accufation of the
moft flagitious crime upon the flighteft
farmife. You fee, the whole foroe of the
proof arifes from that one circumftance of
Wykeham’s being then Chancellor. But
<ould any one imnagine; that the man could
paflibly have the impudence to fay tais,
when he muft kanow, that his reader would
find by the firft chronicle he turned to,
that Wykeham was not Chancellor within
feven years of this time? I fhall not enter
into a difcuflion of this.affair, fince it no-
wife concerns Wykeham. Our author
borrowed the accufation of Lord Coke; he.
has only by a fmall flight of hand transfer-
red it from one perfon to another. Lord
Coke ® charges the inrolling of this Statute,
as a fraud, on Braybroke Bifhop of Lon-
don, whom he fuppofes to have been at
‘that time Chancellor : but a late ? worthy

$ 3. Inft. chap. 5.’
# See Bithop Gibion's Codex, p. 399.

Aaz | fucceflor
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fucceflor of his in that fee has very well de-
fended hirm againft this imputation, upon
the fuppofition, that he was indeed then
Chancellor ; whereas * in truth Braybroke
was not then Chancellor, but Richard Le
Scrope a Layman.

I have now fairly laid before the reader
every thing that I can find; which has been
at any time alledged to the difcredit of
Wykehain: much of it of that fort, which
nothmg but the obfcurity, in which all
private and perfonal hiftory of thofe times
lies involved, and the confidence; that any
charge of this kind boldly affirmed would
not eafily admit of a direét confutation,
could have encouraged the moft determined
malice to utter. But notwithftanding
thefe difadvantages, 1 hopeIhave fet every
thing material in fo clear a light, as to
leave no room for doubt in any unprejudi-
~ ced mind: it would have been enough, to
have thewn, that thefe allegatwns are all

* The Parliament of § R. 2. finithed its feffion on
Feb. 25, 1381-2. Wake, State of the Church, pag.
313.  The writ to the Sheriff for proclamation of the
Aés of that Parliament, and of this Statute among the
reft, is dated May 26 following. Stat. at large. _ Bray-
broke did not receive the Great Seal till Se tember 20,

afterwards. Rymer’s Feedera, Vol, 7. p. 362.

deftitute -
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deftitute of proof ; I think T have demon-
ftrated their falfity. I {hall only add, that,
from the exkperience, which I have had in
iy inquiries into this fubje, I am fully
perfuaded, that the reputation and charac-
ter of Wykeham will always gain by being
accurately examined, and fully laid open ;
that, whatever new difcoveries may be made
in the general hiftory of his time, or what-
ever unexpecéted lights may be thrown upon
his partlcular affairs, they will all tend to
advanice his honour; and that hothing but
evidence and truth is required to fet forth
his life and ations to the greatéft advana

tige.

APPEN-
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APPENDIX

‘ N° I
\ L
E Veteri Regiftro Coll. Winton,

v VLICIA,‘ que fuit foror Johannis Longe patris
Domini Wilhelmi Wykeham Epifcopi W{yn-
ata

ton & fundatoris iftius Collegii, defpon
fuit Johanni Archemore, ex quibus procefferunt trede-
cim fili, quarum una vocabatur Emma, mater Johan-
nz Warner & Wilhelmi Carpenter.

Altera vocabatur Margeria, mater Edithz Rynge-
borne & Ifabellzz Mavyle & Johannis Rokle.

Altera vocabatur Alicia, mater Roberti Mavyle de
Strata Hyde Wynt.  ° )

Altera vocabatur Matilda, ex qua proceflit Agnes ad-
huc vivens in Weft-Stratton, ex qua proceffit Johanna
defponfata Johanni Bolne in.Com. Suffex.

Altera vocabatur Johanna, mater Zelotz quz mora-
batur apud Weftmeone. ‘

Agnes Chawmpeneys, foror Domini Wilhelmi Wyke-
ham fuundatoris poftri, fuit mater Alicie Perott, qua
Alicia fuit mater Thomz Wykeham Militis.

Item fecundum quofdam Wilhelmus Stratton pro-
creavit de Amicia Stratton, filia Domini de Stratton
juxta Selborne, quatuor filios, Ricardum, Stephanum,

. Robertum, & Johannem, qui obierunt fine liberis; ac
etiam tres filias, {cil. Aliciam, Julianam, & Alienoram.

Aliciam duxit Wilhelmus Bowade in uxorem, de qua’

. habuit filiam nomine Sibillam, quam Johannes Longe
~ duxit in uxorem, ex qua procreavit filium nomine Wil-
helmum Epifcopum Wint. & filiam nomine Agnetem,
quz Agoes habuit filiam nomine Aliciam, quam Wilhel-
mus Perott duxit in uxorem, e€x qua procreavit tres fi-

. lios, Wilhelmum, Johannem, & Thomam, mortuos .
nunc; qui Thomas vocabatur Wykeham Miles, & duxit
a ' in
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in uxorem filiam Wilhelmi Wylkecys Armig. de qua
procreavit filios & filias.

Julianam Amitam matris Fundatons duxit Ricardus
Botefle in uxorem, de qua habuit filiam nomine Em-
mam, quam Ricardus Benet duxit in uxorem, de qua
habuit filium nomine Ricardum.

Alicnoram Amitam matris Fundatoris duxit in uxo-
rem Ricardus Kerfwell de Stokebrigg, de qua procrea-
vit filiam nomine Elizabetham, quam Rog. Goryng de
Sarum duxit in uxorem, de qua habuit hham nomine
Johannam.

Item fecundum alios Johannes Longe pater Fundato-
ris habuit fratrem nomine Henricum Aas, qui Henricus
Aas habuit tres filios, Wilhelmum,- R:cardum, & Radul
phum : Radelphus ifte habuit filium nomine Wilhel-
mum, & tres filias, s. Feliciam olim Abbatiflam dc

Romefeye,
Ne II.
‘Ex Originali in Archivis Coll. Wint.

ZC indéntura fa&a inter Reverendum in Chrifto
Patrem & Dominum Dominum Wilhelmum de
Wikeham'permiffione divina Epifcopum Wynton. ex par-
te una, & Nicholaum 'de Wikeham, Archidiaconum
Wiltes, Johannem de Wikeham Perfonam Ecclefiz de
Crundale, Johannem de Campeden, & Wilhelmum
Ryngeborne, ex partealtera, teftatur quod dicti Nicho-
laus & Johannes de Wikeham, Johannes de Campeden,
& Wilhelmus Ryngeborne, per prafentes conceflerunt &
dimiferunt di¢to Domino Epifcopo maneria {ua de
Burnham & Brepe in Com. Somer{. cum. amnibus fuis
pertinent. habendum & tenendum difta maneria eidem
Domino Epifcopo ad totam vitam fuam : ita quod poft
. mortem didi domini Epifcopi, pradita maneria de
Burnham & Brene cum fuis pertinent. integra remane-
ant Wilhelmo Wikeham confanguineo di®i Domini E-
pifcopi & Alicie Uvedale, & hzredibus mafculis de cor-

pore ipfius Wilhelmi confanguinei legitime procreatis :
- Ia
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Tta quod fi contingat diGtum Wilhelmum Wikeham
confanguineum di¢ti Domini Epifcopi fine hrede maf- "
culo de corpore fuo legitime procreato obire, quod ex
tunc poft mortem di¢tz Aliciz dicta maneria cum omni~
bus fuis pertinent. integra remaneant Thomz Wikeham
fratri ejufdem Wilhelmi confanguinei & haredibus maf-
culis ipfius Thomz de corpore fuo legitime procreatis :
Et fi contingat quod idem Thomas frater Wilhelmi ob-
ierit fine hzrede mafculo de corpore fuo legitime pro-
creato, tunc poft deceffum ipfius Thoma predita ma-
neria cum pertinent. integre remancant Johanni de
Wikeham fratri ejufdem Thome fratris Wilhelmi, &
hzredibus mafculis de corpore fuo procreatis: Et fi
contingat quod idem Johannes Wikeham "obierit fine
herede mafculo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft de-
ceflum ipfius Johannis di®ta maneria cum pertinent. in-
tegre remaneant hzredibus predi¢ti Wilhelmi confan-
guinei de corpore fuo procreatis : Et fi nullus haeres de
corpore ipfius Wilhelmi confanguinei fuerit procreatus,
tunc predi¢ta maneria cum pertinent. integre remane-
ant hzredibus prediti Thomz Wikeham de corpore
fuo procreatis: Et fi nullus hzres de corpore ipfius
Thome fuerit procreatus, tunc predifta maneria cum
pertinent.- integre remaneant hzredibus pradi&ti Jo-
hannis Wykeham de corpore fuo procreatis: Et fi
nullus hzres de corpore ipfius Johannis fyerit proere-
atus, tunc przdifta maneria cum pertinent. integre re-
maneant Thome Warenner & Johannz uxori ejus, &
bzredibus mafculis ipfius Johannz de corpore fuo pro-
creatis: Et fi contingat quod eadem Johanna obierit fi-
ne hzrede mafculo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft
deceffum ipforum Thomaz Warenner & Johannz pre-
di®ta maneria cum pertinent. remaneant Wilhelmo
Ryngeborne & Edithz uxori ejus, & hzredibus maf-
culis ipfius Edithe de corpore fuo procreatis: Et fi
contingat quod eadem Editha obierit fine hrede mafcu-
lo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft deceflum ipforum
Wilhelmi Ryngeborne & Edith®, przdifta- maneria
cum pertinent. integre remanecant Agneti uxori nuper
Guidonis Ayno, & hzredibus mafculis ipfius Agne:lis
az ]
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de corpore fuo procreatis : Et fi contingat quod eadem
Agnes obierit fine hzrede mafculo de corpore fuo pro-
creato, tunc poft deceflum di¢tz Agnetis fine exitu bhu-
jufmodi, pradita maneria cum pertinent integre re-
maneant Wilhelmo Maviell & Ifabelle uxori ejus, &
hzredibus mafculis ipfius Ifabelle: Et fi contingat
quad eadem Ifabella obierit fine herede mafculo de
corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft deceffum ipforum Wil-
helmi Maviell & Ifabellz predifta maneria cum perti-
nent. integre remaneant Johanni Beneyt de Bottele &
heredibus mafculis de corpore fuo procreatis: Et fi
contingat quod idem Johannes Beneyt obierit fing he-
rede mafculo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft de-
ceffum ipfius Johannis predicta maneria cnm pertinent.
integre remaneant heredibus predi¢te Johannz de
corpore fuo procreatis : Et fi nullus hares de corpore
ipfius Johanna fuerit procreatus, tunc predifta mane-
ria cum pertinent. integre remancant heredibus pree-
di¢tz Edithz de corpore fuo procreatis; Et fi nullus
heres de corpore ipfius Edith fuerit procreatus, tunc
pradifta maneria cum fuis pertinent. integre remaneant
hzaredibus predictz Agnetis de corpore fuo procreatis:
Et fi nullus heres de corpore ipfius Agnetis fuerit pro-
creatus, tunc pradi¢ta maneria cum fuis pertinent. in-
- tegre remaneant haredibus pradi¢tz Ifabelle de corpo-
re fuo procreatis : Et fi nullus hzres de corpore ip-
fius Ifabellz fuerit procreatus, tunc predifta maneria
cum fuis pertinent. integre remaneant hewredibus pra-
dicti Johannis Beneyt de corpore fuo procreatis : Et fi
nullus hares de corpore ipfius Johannis Beneyt fuerit
procreatus, tunc prediCta maneria cum fuis pertinent.
integre remaneant retis hzredibus di€ti Domini Epif-
copi in perpetuum. Provifo femper quod fi fponfalia
inter di¢tos Wilhelmum Wikeham confanguineum &
. Aliciam Uvedale noa celebrentur citra feftum San&i
Michaclis Archangeli proximum futurum, quod ex-
tunc bene liceat diftis, Nicholao de Wikeham, Johan-
ni de Wikeham, Johanni de Campeden, & Wilhelmo
Ryngeborne, diéta maneria cum fuis pertinent. rein-

trate & tn priftino ftatu eorum retinere impeipetuum,
: In
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In cujus rei teftimonium hiis indenturis partes praedictz

figilla fua alterpatim appofuerunt. Dat. primo die Ju-
Iii anno regni Regis Ricardi Secundi vicefimo.

Nicholaus  Johannes  Johannes  Wilhelmus
Wykeham Wykeham Campedene Ringeburne
- L.s. L.S. L.s. L.S.

Ne III.

E Libro H, Coll. Wint. fol. 157.
Pracita apud Weftm. coram Wilhelmo Thirnyng &
foc. fuis Jufticiariis Domini Regis de Banco, Term.
Hillar. anno Reg. Hen. Quarti poft Conq. undecimo.

——Et predittus cuftos [Coll. Wint.] dicit quod quon-
dam Wilhelmus de Wykeham, nuper Epifcopus Wynt.
confanguineus pradictz Aliciz Perot, videlicet frater
Agnetis matris ipfius Aliciz, cujus hzres ipfa eft, nuper
fuit feifitus de predi¢to manerio [de Elynge] &
dedit, conceflit, & carta {ua confirmavit, Cuftodi &
Scholaribus ejufdem Collegii pzxdi€tum manerium
& petit quod dicti Wilhelmus Perot & Alicia prediGtum
manerium de Elynge cum pertinentibus eidem Cuftodi
-ex caufa predifta warentizent, &c. Et praediftus Wil-
helmus Perot & Alicia non poflunt dedicere——quin ea-
dem Alicia fit confanguinea & hzres ipfius Epifcopi in
forma predifta, & gratis prafato Cuftodi preditum
manerium de Elynge cum pertinentibus virtute carte
pradictz warentizant.

N° VI.
E Finalibus Recordis in Communi Banco de termino

Trinitatis 20 R. 2. Citat. 2 T. Martin. in Vita Gul.
Wicami, lib. 1. cap. 1.

ZC eft finalis concordia faa in curia Domini Re-

gis, &c. in oftabis San&tz Trinitatis anno regni
Richardi Regis vicefimo, coram Wilhelmo Thirninge,
a3 &,



vi A PPENDTIRZX

&c. inter Wilhelmum Wickham filium Wilhelmi Perott
& Aliciam uxorem ejus querentes, & Wilhelmum de
Wickham Epifcopum Winton. Magiitrum Nicholaum
de Wickham Clericum, & Johannem Campeden Clericum
deforciat. de manerio de Ottarburne, &c. Et fi con-
tingat quod idem Wilhelmus Wickham filius Wilheimi
Perott obierit fine hzrede mafculo, de corpore fuo pro-
creato, tunc poft deceffum ipforum Wilhelmi & Aliciz
uxoris ejus, predi¢ta manerium & tenementa cum per-
tinentiis integre remanebunt Thomz Wickham fratri
cjufdem Wilhelmi Wickham filii Wilhelmi Perott, &
hazredibus mafculis de corpore fua procreatis.

N°V,
E Regiftro Wykeham. Part. 1. fol. 1.

Bulla Urbani Papz Quinti fuper adminiftratione Eccle-
fiz Wynton.

RBANUS Epifcopus fervus fervorum Dei di-
le&o filio Wilhelmo de Wykeham Archidia-

cono Lincoln. adminiftratori in {piritualibus & tempo-
ralibus Ecclefiz Wynton. Salutem & Apoftolicam Bene-
ditionem. Regimini univerfalis ecclefiz quanquam
infufficientibus meritis difponente Domino prazfidentes
de univerfis orbis ecclenis pro earum ftatu falubriter
dirigendo quantum nob's ex alto conceditur {folicite co-
gitamus, fed eo propenfius folicitudo nos urget, ut ec-
clefiis illis qua fuis funt deftitute paftoribus, ne in fpi-
ritualibus & temporalibus detrimenta fuftineant, de fa-
Jubri remedio, prout ipfarum ecclefiarum ac locorum &
temporum qualitas exigit, confulamus: dudum fiqui-
dem bonz memoriz Wilhelmo Epifcopo Wyntonienfi,
regimini Wynton. Ecclefiz prefidente, nos cupientes
eidem Wynton. ecclefiz cum vacaret per fedis (f. apo-
JPolice) providentiam utilem & idoneam praefle perfo-
nam provifionem ipfius ecclefiz ordinationi & difpofi-
tioni noltre duximus ea vice fpecialiter refervandum,
decernentes ex tunc irritum & inane fi fecus fuper his
per quofcunque quavis autoritate fcienter vel ignoran-
o ter

-—

———— -
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ter contingeret attemptari. Cum itaque poftmodum
di&ta ecclefia per obitum di€ti Wilhelmi Epifcopi, qui
extra Romanam curiam debitum naturz perfolvit, vaca-
verit, & vacet ad przfens, nos eidem ecclefiz, de cujus
provifione nullus prater nos hac vice {e intromittere po-
tuerit neque poteft refervatione & decreto obfiftenti-
bus fupradiétis, ut feliciter gubernetur ejufque dona &
jura a pravorum manibus defenfentur, cupientes provi-
dere, ac fperantes, quod tu apud nos de literarum fci-
entia, vitz ac morum honeftate, {piritualium providentia,
& temporalium circumf{peCtione, fide dignis teftimoniis
multipliciter commendatus, id {cias & poteris falubriter
adimplere, de fratrum noftrorum confilio adminiftrato-
rem di¢tz ecclefiz ufque ad apoftolice fedis benepla-
citum, ordinamus, conftituimus, & deputamus, admi-
niftrationem plenam generalem & liberam ejufdem ec--
clefiz ac bonorum & jurium ejufdem tam in fpirituali-
bus quam in temporalibus plenarie committentes, ut
di¢tam Wyntonien. ecclefiam tuz adminiftationi com-
miflam fpiritualiter & temporaliter, ftatutis provincia-
libus feu confuetudinibus provincie Cantuarien. & illis
prafertim quibus caveri dicitur quod ecclefiis cathedra-
libus provinciz Cantuarien. vacantibus Archiepifcopus
Cantuar. pro tempore exiftens in ipfis ecclefiis fic va-
cantibus fpiritualia exerceat, & aliis contrariis non ob-
ftantibus quibufcunque, juxta datam tibi a Deo pruden-
tiam, regas dirigas & augmentes, ac etiam canonica--
tus & prxbendas, dignitates, perfonatus, officia & alia
quacumque beneficia ‘eclefiaftica fecularia & regularia
ad collationem Epifcopi Wynton. pro tempore exiftentis
pertinentia, cnm vacabunt, conferas & de ipfis provi-
deas, nec non de frutibus, redditibus, proventibus, ju-
ribus, & obventionibus univerfis ad menfum Wyntonijen.
{pectantibus ordinare & difponere valeas, prout veri E-
pifcopi Wynton. qui fuerint pro tempore de illis ordi-
nare & difponere potuerunt ac etiam dcbuerunt, aliena-
tione quorumlibetimmobilium & pretioforum mobilium
ejufdem ecclefiz tibi penitus interdita  Tu igitur
circa ejufdem ecclefiz Wynton. regimen & adminiftra- .
tionem folicite & fideliter exercenda te fic exhibeas
. a4 N ftud.ofum,



i APPENDIX

ftudiofum, quod ecclefia ipfa, divina tibi favente cler
mentia, fub adminiftratione tua provida & falubri votir
vis continue in fpiritualibus & temporalibus amplietur
commodis & falubribus proficiat incrementis, nofque
per tuz circum{petionis & diligentiz ftudium frué‘tu.o-
fum dignis te poffimus in Domino laudibus merita
ecommendare. Dat Avinion. iii. Id. Decembr. Pontifi-
cat, noftri anno quinta. :

No VI-

E Regiftro Wykeham, Part. tert. a, fol. 135.
Bulla Domini Pape. dire¢ta Domino Epilcapo Wyn-
tonien.

REGORIUS Epifcopus fervus fervorum Dei

\ venerabili fratri Epifcopo Wyntonien. Salutem &
Apoftolicam benedi¢tionem. Nuper gratanter accepimus
qualiter cariffimi jn Chrifto filii noftri Edwardus Anglie
& Carolus Francorum Reges illuftres ambaxiatares fuos
folennes pro traftatu pacis inter ipfos Reges dante Domi-
no peragende Brugis deftinarunt, ac eidem Regi Ang-
liz fuper hoc fcribimus eum ad bonam pacem gratiofe
exhortando : verum cum hujufmodi pacis negotium in-
ter cztera nobis incumbentia, prout novit altiffimus, &
alias tibi fcripfimus, cordi nec immerito habeamus, &
~dubitemus, fi tratatus hujufmodi quod abfit rumpere-
tur, quod peccatis exigentibus tarde vel nunquam inter
di®tos Reges pax refurgeret peroptata, ac in premiffis
favor tuus fit plurimum opportunus, fraternitatem tuam
nobis caram rogamus & hortamur attente, quatenus pro
noftra & apoftolice fedis reverentia & etiam tuz falutis
intuitu apud eundem Regem Angliz, quod noftris in hac
parte procibus annuat, opem des prout plene confidimus
& operam efficaces. Prazterea cum pro relevandis one-
ribus expenfarum nobis & Romanz ecclefiz, ut nos &
ipfam Romanam ecclefiam ejufque jura & bona in par-
tibus Italiz ab invadentium manibus defendamus eorum-
que refiftamus injuriis & jacuris, incumbentium, ad
. quos
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quos fufficere non poffumus, in Francie & Ifpanie reg-
nis nec non in Alamanio aliifque partibus fidelium pee~
{onis ecclefiafticis certa fubfidia duxerimus imponenda,
quz quidem perfohz ecclefiafticz in hijs nobis prout te-
nebantur, quamvis propter guerras & alias caufas multi-
plicibus oneribus fatigatz eflent, pro majori parte pacu-
erunt; ac clero regni Anglie, qui in redditibus habun-
dat, & quod quidem regnum. favente Domino in fe
guerris non conturbatur, certum moderatum fubfidium,
prout alias tibi fcripfimus, duxerimus imponendum, -
quod tamen nondum extitit perfolutum : nofque & dicta
Romana ecclefia, tam propter preemiflas quam alias ra--
tionabiles caufas devotorum fubfidiis plus folito egear
mus de przfenti, eandem fraternitatem tuam, quam in
adimplendis votis noftris promptam femper invenimus
& paratam, ut carius pofflumus deprecamur, quatenus
pro noftra & apoftolicz .fedis reverentia, & ficut nobis
placere defideras, hujufmodi clerum Angliz ad folven-
dum preditum fubfidium viis & modis quibus poteris
inducere non poftponas. Dile€tum fiquidem flium
Arnaldum Garnerii Canonicum Cathalaunen. licentia-
tum in legibus in regno Angliz apoftolice fedis nun-
gium, & frutuum & proventuum ibidem camerz apo-
ftolicze debitorum, collectorem, cui aliqua tibi referenda
commiflimus, & quem una cum juribus predi¢te came-
r@ noftre recommendamus, ad partes illas deftinamus,
cui fidem indubiam adhibeas in dicendis. Dat Avi-
nion. xiii Kal. April. pont. noftri, anno quinto.

N* VIL

E Regiftro Wykeham. Part. tert a. fol. 98.
Inftrumentum fuper conventione inter Epifcopum Wya-
ton. & Richardum de Herton Grammaticum.

N Dei nomine Amen, Anno ab Incarnatione Domini
fecundum curfum & computationem Ecclefiz Ang-
licanz Millefimo Trecentefimo Septuagefimo Tertio,
inditione undecima, Menfis Septembris dic prima, Pon-
tificatus Sanétiffimj in Chrifto patris & Domini noftri
Domini
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Domini Gregorii divina providentia Pap® undecimi an-
no tertio, conftitutus perfonaliter coram Reverendo Pa-
tre Domino Wilhelmo Dei gratia Wynton. Epifcopo in
aula manerii fui de Merewell Wynton. Diacefeos, in mei
Notarii Publici & Teftium fubfcriptorum preefentia,
Venerabilis & difcretus vir Magifter ﬁichardus de Her-
ton Grammaticus certam conventionem cum eodem Do-
mino Winton. Epifcopo fecit iniit & firmavit fub hac
forma ; videlicet, quod idem Richardus per decem an-
nos incipiendo in fefto Sanéti Michaelis proximo futuro
inftruet & informabit fub hac forma pauperes Scolares
quos di¢tus Dominus Epifcopus fuis fumptibus exhibet

& exhibebit fideliter & diligenter in arte grammatica

& nullos alios fine licentia di¢ti patris ad do&rinam hu-

jufmodi recipiet per tempus przdi¢tum, excepit tamen

tempus infirmitatis fue & tempus quo curiam Romanam

femel vifitabit fuis propriis fumptibus, & per idem tem-

pus alium virum fufficientem & idoneum pro do&rina

dictorum Scolarium f{ubftituet loco fuo. Ad hzc con-

venit cum dito Patre, quod idem Pater inveniet & ex-

hibebit fibi unum alium virumridoneum qui eum pote-

rit adjuvare in labore difciplifiz Scolarium pradi¢torum :

hzc promifit’ firmiter idem Magifter Richardus cum

omnoi diligentia perficere & implere & fuper firmitate

illius conventionis tenende & fervande idem Magifter

Richardus [per] manum fuam dextram in manu dextra

di&i patris exprefle pofuit & dedit fidem fuam ad pre-

mifla omnia perficienda in forma fupradi€ta. A&a funt

hzc anno indi¢tione menfe die pontificatu & loco

prenotatis, prafentibus difcretis viris Magiftris Johanne

de Bukyngham Canonico Ebor. & Domino Johanne -de

Campeden Canonico Ecclefiz Suwellen. Ebor. Dioc.

& Henrico de Thorp ac Johanne de Kellefeye Notariis

Publicis apoftolicis, teftibus ad premiila vocatis fpecia-

liter & rogatis.

Ne VHIL
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E Regiftro Wykeham. Part. tert. b. fol. 74. °
- Littera vifitandi Scolares & Collegium Oxoniz.

ILHELMUS permiffione divina Wyntonien.

V& Epifcopus Collegii Sanétz Mariz Wynton. in
Oxonia Fundator pariter & Patronus, diletis nobis in
Chrifto venerabilibus viris Magiftris Thom de South-
am, Archidiacono Oxon. in Ecclefia Lincoln. ac Ni-
cholao de Wykeham Archid. Wiltes. in Ecclefia Sar.
Salutem in amplexibus Salvatoris. Relacione fide
dignorum audita " ftupor non modicus invafit fabito
mentem noftram, dum in vinea noftra quam plantavimus
deficientibus uvis fuccrefcant labrufcz, palmites quoque
quas fperabamus fruétiferas amaricato germine in fpuria
vitulamina convertantur. Accepimus namque tale in-
ter Scolares noftri Collegii fupradicti qui de noftra vi-
vunt elemofina corrupcionis piaculum irrepfiffe, quod
ipfi fuz condicionis & quietis propriz paulifper obliti,
generis ad genus, nobilitatis ad ignobilitatem, {cientize"
ad {cientiam, facultatis ad facultatem, patrie ad patri-
am, & alias' comparaciones quz odio{z funt faciunt
infolenter contra do&rinam Apoftoli acceptores perfo-
narum effeti; alii praeterea fuperfticione prophana
colla fua in fublime alcius erigentes, dum refeétionis
gratia conveniunt ad menfam fibi vendicant loca pri-
ma przceptum dominicam minime ampletentes, dicen-
tis, Qui major eft inter vos fiat ficut junior, & qui pre-
ceffor fiat ficut minifter. Nonnulli quoque ipforum
infolentiis alils quas numerare non decet, fet nec com-
mittere licet, a verz virtutis tramite deviantes exhibent
fe frequenter. Unde in ipfo noftro Collego inter Sco-
lares predictos diffenciones contenciones & {candala o-
riuntur & quod dolenter referimus qua noftrz mentis
intentio Dei paravitad gloriam tendunt ad noxam. Ex
quibus divina provocatur mageftas, diftumque noftrum
Collegium, utpot¢ in fuis membris nequiter viciatum
grave patityr detrimentum in pernicioflum exemplum &
' fcandalum
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fcandalum plurimorum. Nolentes {taque di¢tum nof-
trum Collegium tantis faedari maculis, quin potius cu-
pientes firmiffime ut omnis ab ipfo eliminetur fpurcitia,
. quodque Scolares pradicti, viciorum fentibus extirpa-

tis, virtntibus illuftrentur, dotrinis facris efficaciter
adhzreant & miliciz clericali: Ad inquirendum igitar
tam in genere quam in fpecie de & fuper criminibus &
exceflibus ompium & fingulorum Scolarium noftri Col-
legii memorati & quos in premiffis aut eorum aliquo
vel aliis exceflibus gravibus feu criminibus culpabiles
reperitis, ipfos cujufcunque gradus ftatus vel condicio-
nis exiftant, a di¢tonoftro Collegio perpetuo expellend.
pifi de iplorum correccione celeri & morum in ea parte
reformacione falubri fpes fuerit ac vobis fignanter ap-
paruerit ; tunc enim exceflus hujufmodi & crimina fi-
cut pro ipfius honore ac confervacione ftatus diti nof-
tri Collegii videritis expedire, corrigend. & acrius pu-
niend. Catera infuper quz in ipfo noftro Collegio re-
formatione indigent, debite reformand. omniaque alia
& fingula que in premiffis & circa ea necellaria fuerint,-
vel quomodolibet opportuna, cum eorum incidentibus
emergentibus dependentibus & connexis faciend &
ctiam excrcend. Vobis de quorum fidelitate confcien-
tiz puritate ac circumfpetionis induftria plene confi-
dimus, tenore przlentium committimus vices noftras
cum cohercionis & executionis in hac parte debitz po-
teftate. Dat. in Caftro noftro de Farnham vigefimo
oftavo die menfis Septembr. Anno Doinini Millefima
Trecenteflimo Oltogefimo Quinto. et noftrz Confecras
tionis Anno Decimo O¢tavo.

N° IX.

E Regiftro Wykeham, Part. tert. b, fol. 77.

Litera tangens Ccellegium Oxon.

W ILHELMUS permiffione divina Wynton.
Epifcopus, Fundator & Patronus Col. fanctz

Mariz Wyntoniz in Oxonia, dile¢to nobis in Chrifta
' Cuftodi
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Caftodi di&i noftri Collegii Salutem in omnipotente
Salvatore. Relacione didicimus fide digua, quod non-
nulli di&i noltri Collegii Socii Magiftri Artium, qui li-
cet formam le€turz in artium facultate in Univerfitape
Oxoniz f{tatutam ac etiam requifitam compleverint, nec
non per unum annum ultra formam eandem in facultate
predita le€turam continuaverint, ipfi tamen contra or-
dinaciones noftras & ftatuta per nos edita & debite pro-
mulgata, nec non eifdem a multis retroactis temporibus
fepius divulgata, le€turz hujufmodi continuo inten-
dentes ad facultatem theologie feu aftronomiz juxta or-
dinaciones & ftatuta noftra przdita fe convertere hac-
tenus non curarunt, quodque ipfi & alii focii nonnulli
noftri Collegii memorati per vicos & plateas infra Uni-
verfitatem publice incedentes chimeris vel tabardis fupe-
fius minime induuntur contra ordinaciones & ftatuta
fuperius memorata: Cum igitur fic noftr intencionis
exiftat, quod Magiftri Artium diti noftri Collegii, com-
pletis forma & anno pradiftis, ad theologiz feu aftro-
nomiz facultatem illico fe convertant, quodque ipfi &
alii focii quicumque noftri Collegii fupradi¢ti cum extra
di¢tum noftrum Collegium infra Univerfitatem pradic-
tam & etiam per fpacium miliaris circumquaque Uni-
verfitatem ecandem incéfferint, capis, chimeris, vel tabar-
dis longis & talaribus prout ipforum gradubus & ftatu-
bus congruit & non aliis veftibus fuperius induantur :
Vobis committimus & mandamus, quatenus ftatim vifis
prefentibus abfque morz difpendio Magiftros Artium,
quofcumque noftri Collegii fupradicti, qui formam &
annum de quibus preemittitur compleverint, moneatis &
efficaciter inducatis, quatenus a leftura & regimine in
artium facultate ftatim fine mora ceflent omnino, & ad
theologi® feu aftronomiz facultatem abfque morz dif-
pendio effectualiter fe convertant, & ftudeant ac profi-
ciant efficaciter in eadem ; & quod ipfi & cateri quicum-
que focii fupradiéti cum extra di¢tum noftrum Collegi-
um infra Univerfitatem & f{pacium fupradi¢tum incefle-
rint chimeris capis vel longis tabardis prout cis congru-
it fuperius induantur, nifi neceflitate cogente aliud fue-
rit faciendum, juxta ordinaciones & ftatuta noﬁradpgtm-

: icta.
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dicta. Contradiores vero & -rebelles, aut monicios
nibus veftris hujufmodi ymmo verius (nefirss). effetua-
liter non parentes, a di¢to noftro Collegio perpetuo
expellatis.  Certificantes nos infra quatuor dierum {pa+
cium a tempore receptionis prafentium quid inveneritis
& feceritis in premiffis. Dat. in manerio noftro -de .
Suthwerk vigefimo die Maii, Anno Domini Millefimo
Trecentefimo Oftagefimo Sexto, et noftrz Conf. De-
cimo Nono.

N° X.
E Regiftro Wykeham. Part. tert. b fol. 88.

Littera ut ydonei Scolares eligantur in Coll. Oxon. &
Wynton. abfque partialitate aliqua, -

ALUTEM cum beneditione Dei atque noftra.

) Cariflimi, mittimus ad vos Johannem Everad &
Johannem Compton pauperes Clericulos de Capella nof-
tra ut in Collegium noftrum Wynton. admittantur:
Volumus igitur ut cum ipfi ad vos venerint ex hac
caufa in ditum noftrum Collegium recipiatis eofdem.
‘Vobis praterea injungentes quatenus in eleccionibus a-
pud Coll. noftrum Wynt. jam proxime faciendis primo
videlicet de Scholaribus ipfius noftri Coll. Wynt. ad
Coll. noftrum Oxon. affumendis, ac deinde, de Scolari-
bus aliis loco ipforum in di¢tum noftrum Coll. Wynt.
eligendis taliter procedatis ut abfque prece aut pre-
cio favore vel amore feu partialitate quacumque, per
vos tales pracipue in ditum noftrum Coll. Oxon. eli-
gantur qui in grammatica bene & fufficienter fuerint eru-
diti, vitaque & moribus merito commendandi, & quos
fperaveritis in veftris confcientiis plus poffe proficere &
debere in Collegio noftro Oxon. fupradito. Quodque
in przfatum Coll. noftrum Wynt. habiles & magis
ydoneos eligatis de locis in noftris Statutis limitatis.
Ita tamen quod quatuor de paroch. de Broghton, &
totidem de paroch. de Downton, fi habiles & ydonei
reperiantur, ‘in dita eleftione cateris praferantur.
8 Hoc
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Hoc infuper provifo, quod Scolares hujufmodi in dic-
tum noftrum Coll. Wynt. affamendi in le®tura & plano
cantu ac in antiquo donato inftru&®i competenter exif-
tant, ztatifque fuz annum duodecimum non excedant,
nifi taliter in grammatica prius fuerint informati, quod
ante decimum nonum =tatis fu® annum in ipfa potu-
erint fufficienter expediri, Statutis noftris eleccionem
dictorum Scolarium Oxon. & Wrynton. concernentibus
in omnibus femper falyis, fuper quibus omnibus ipfas
veftras confcientias apud Altiffimum diftritius onera-
mus. Volentes preterea & ordinantes quod Scolares
dicti noftri Coll. Wynton. fingulis diebus dominicis &.
feftivis ad ecclefiam parochialem San&i Johannis fuper -
montem accedant, quamdiu in di®a paroch. ipfos
morari contigerit, ibidemque ad vefperas completor.
matutinas & alias horas atque miffas de die legenda &
pfallenda cum nota & cantu ‘more ecclefiaftico legant
atque pfallant devocius ficut decet, quodque nullus hu-
jufmodi Scolarium a premiffis fe abfentet nifi ex caufa
legitima per ipforum Magiftrum feu ejus Locumte-
nentem approbanda fuerit impeditus fub pcena priva-
tionis communarum fuarum per quindecim dies diem quo
fe abfque caufa hujufmodi legitima fe abfentaverit im-
mediate fequentes. Volumus infuper & vos, Magiftri
Nichola&, Thoma Cranlegh, & Johannes de Ketone, at-
tente rogamus quatenus Magiftro Johanni de Melton
diCorum Scolarium Magiftro informatori & Johanni
Seward ejus Vicefgerenti firmiter injungatis utipi hzc
omnia proxime fuperius recitata a diftis Scolaribus
noftri Coll. Wynt. de catero realiter & debite faciant
abfervari fub debito eorum juramenti nobis prefliti
ab eifdem. Valete feliciter in Filio Virginis gloriof.
Script. apud Esfhere o&avo die menfis Aprilis. Dileto
confanguineo noftro Magiftro Nicholao Wykeham Cuf-
todi Coll. noftri Oxon. & Magiftris Thomz Cranlegh
Sacre Paginz Profeffori, Domino Johanni Ketone, ac
Johanai Melton,

\

N° XI.
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N° XI.

E Regiftro Wykeham, Part. tert. b. fol. 139.

Intimacio refignacionis Thomz Cranlegh, & quod
Socii & Scolares procedant ad elecionem novi
Cuftodis. B

ILHELMUS de Wykeham permiffione di-

vina Wynton. Epifcopus Coll. Beate Marie
Wryaton, in Oxon. Seinte Marie College of Wyncheftre
in Oxenford, vulgarit. nuncupat, Fundator & Patronus,
Diletis in Chrifto Filiis Sociis & Scolaribus ejufdem
Coll. univerfis Salutem in eo qui eft omnium vera Salus.
Vobis prafentibus noftris literis intimamus, quod Ma-
giflter Thomas Cranlegh nuper Cuftos di¢ti Coll. noftri,
decimo quinto die prafentis menfis Febr. coram nobis
in manerio noftro de Waltham noftrz dioc. officio
cuftodiz Coll. fupradiéti ceflit & voluntarie renuncia-
vit, eo quod in obfequiis Domini noftri Regis ipfum in-
fiftere neceffario oportebit : cujus ceflionem ex caufa
predi¢ta admifimus tunc ibidem. Ne igitur vacacio
diutina di&i noftri Coll. vobis in perfonis & rebus fit
grave difpendium allatura, & ut prefatum noftrum
Coll. fub boni Cuftodis regimine protegatur a noxiis,
ac pacis & caritatis affluat ubertate, Nos qui pro vobis
intenta follicitudine vigilamus, quos etiam tanquam fi-
lios cariffimos in vinculo dile&ionis patern® profequi-
mur, ¥ tanta mente univerfitatem veftram & devotionem
_ monemus, & per vifcera mifericordiz Dei noftri ac per
afpercionem fui preciofi fanguinis, animarumque vef-
trarum falutem, nec non fub divini obteftacione judicii
obfecramur & in Domino exhortamur, ut in elecione
vefhii futuri Cuftodis folum Deum ac communem Col-
legii prdiéti utilitatem habentes pre oculis, omni pri-
vate affectionis & fingutaritatis vitio depofito, & qui-
buflibet paccionibus, convencionibus, promiffionibus,
obligationibus, juramentis & conventiculis illicitis, nec
pon condicti & intendimenti contemplacione ceffanti-

. ® Legendum tora, ut in fimilibus locis in eodem Regiftro, b
) us
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bus & omnino femotis, vos in vinculo pacis caritatis &
concordiz colligentes, cum omni follicitudine matu-
ritate & deliberacione, juxta noftrorum Statutorum ex-
igenciam & tenorem, virum providum & difcretum, li-
terarum {cientia moribus & virtuofis atibus merito
commendandum, in {piritaalibus & temporalibus plus
rimum circum{peétum, talem viz. quem fecundum De-
um & veftras confcientias juftas vacanti Coll. antedito
utiliorem & magis ydoneum effe credideritis, in Cufto-
dem veftrum puris & liberis mentibus abfque morz
difpendio eligere ftudeatis, .qui vobis plus prodefle cu-
piat, quam przefle; ut per ejus vigilanciam follicitam
probitatem & gubernacionem bonam, di¢tum Coll.
noftrum ad Dei honorem ac Cleri augmentum prof-
pere dirigi & votivis valeat commodis honorari; in pre-
miffis taliter vos habentes, ut verus fcrutator cordium
quem nichil latere poterit ex faftis & geftis veftris in
hac parte merito contentetur. Dat. in manerio noftro
de Suth-Waltham vigefimo fexto die menfis Febr. An-
no Domini Millefimo Trecentefimo Nonagefimo Quinto,
& noftrz Conf. -Anno Vigefimo nono, :

N*® XII.

Ex Originali in Archivis Regiftrarii Archidiaconatus
Winton.

D ECRETUM Domim Winton. Epifcopi quoad
Refignationes tempore Supervifionis non admittendas.

YU M multze quaeftiones & controverfiz orte fuerint
de tempore Supervifionis & Scrutinii in tertia
Rubrica fpecificatn, a quo momenta, hora, & articulo
temporis, aut atione, idem debeat & pofiit incipere ad
“effetum, ut poft talem inceptionem Scholares in indentu-
ris anni precedentis nominati nullatenus vigore earun-
dem in Coll. §inton. admittantur, vel tranfmittantur ad
Coll. Winton. in Oxon. Idcirco Dominus Epifcopus
Winton. fata ei prius legitima intimatione per Cufto-
dem & duos Socios Supervifores legitime elcCtos ejuf-
: : dem
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dem Collegii in Oxon. Statutifque Supervifionem con-
cernentibus, una cum variis ambiguitatibus & incom-
modis propter ‘incertitudinem inceptionis preditt=, ei-
dem domino Epifcopo oftenfis & declaratis, declaravit,
hunc effe verum, germanum, & literalem fenfum verbo-
rum & claufulz prafatorum; quod tempus fupervifio-
ris & fcrutinii in di¢ta Rubric. mentionati tum demum
debet incipere, atque adeo ad omnes effetus incipere
cenfendum eft, ubi primum advenerit, illuxeritque ille
dies, qui in literis certificatoriis in dicta Rubr. fpeci-
ficatis, & ad Cuftodem Winton. miffis, & per eundem
in valvis ecclefi® fecundum tenorem Statuti prefixis,
continetur, & defignatur ; ita quod neque toto illo die,
neque poftea aliquis, in indenturis iifdem, fcilicet anni
pracedentis, nominatus & defcriptus, vigore & virtute
earundem aliquod jus vel beneficium fit confecuturus,
nimirum ut admittatur in Coll. Winton. vel ad alterum
Coll. tranfmittatur ullo moedo. Et ulterius cum falu-
berrimo hujus regni Statuto fancitum fit, ne quis lo-
cum habens in Collegiis, eundem lucri vel commodi ali-
cujus gratia refignet quovis modo, atque contra hoc ip-
fum Statutum rultipliciter peccari & delinqui poffe fit
vere-fimillimum in grave fcandalum Collegiorum di¢to-
rum, 11 refignationes di¢torum Scholarium loca habea-
tium in Collegiis Winton. & Oxon. tempore fupervi-
fionis & fcrutinii predicto accipiantur & admittantur,
& cum etiam ejulmodi refignationes nullo Statuto dic-
torum Collegiorum approbentur, idcirco Dominus E-
pifcopus Winton. cupiens & affectans tam gravi fcanda-
lo occurrere tempeftive, legitime interpellatus, decrevit
& declaravit, quod nulla refignatio quam di¢torum Col-
. legiorum Scholares tempore {upervifionis fic fuperius de-
clarato {cribent, conficient, offerent, tradent, vel fcribi,
confici, offerri, vel tradi facient, aut confentient, ullo
modo in eo ipfo tempore fupervifionis predifta acci-
piatur, approbetur, t vel admittatur, ulla judicetur per
- Cuftodes aut Vicecuftodes di¢torum Collegiorum, aut
alios quofcunque jus habentes admittendi probandique
refignationes prafatas. Et i aliqua perfonarum prafa-

+ Lege, admittatur, velwe -

tarum
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tarum contra hujufmodi decretum & declarationem
contra-venerit, eundem videri committere & peccare in
grave pradi¢torum Collegiorum {candalum, & omnem
talem admiffionem, approbationem, & acceptionem, in
& de omni przfato medio fupervifionis tempore faétam
aut confirmatam, pro gravi in Collegia predi¢ta fcan-
dalo haberi & judicari. Quibus omnibus decretis
fan&ionibufque & juftiffimis declarationibus di&i Do-
mini Epifcopi Winton. Cuftodes utriufque Collegii una
cum reliquis ele¢toribus unanimi confenfu affenferunt.
Ei preterea przfati Cuftodes, ut manifeftius & abun-
dantius oftenderent quam perniciofa ipfis videretur hu-
jufmodi refignationum confuetudo, fponte fua affirma-
runt, & in fe reciperunt, ne pofthac unquam ullam re-
fignationem Scholarium ipfis {ubditorum admittant, vel
effetualiter accipiat eorum alter, per feptem integras
{eptimanas ante tempus fupervifionis predifte quotan-
nis celebrande: quam eorum honeftiffimam promiffi-
onem dictus Dominus Epifcopus ratificavit, [&] Cufto-
dibus & Vicecuftodibus injungens eorundem Collegio-
rum pro tempore exiftentibus, ne ipfi ejufmodi refigna-
tiones infra tempus predittum feptem feptimanarum
admittant, nifi velint pro manifeftis contemptoribus or-
dinis falubriter conftituti, & corruptele perditifiimze
fautoribus, & gravis {candali procuratoribus judicari. .

Tuaomas WinToN.
Martyn Culpeper Cuftos. Tho. Bilfon Cuftos.
Edwarde Burley. Johan. Boles.
Henry Marten. Johannes Harmar.

Subfcripta erat hzc fcedula decreti & declarationis Re-
- verendi in Chrifto Patris Domini Thomz Winton.
Epifcopi, per eundem Dominum Epifcopum in ma-
nerio {uo de Waltham Epifcopi, perque przdictos
_ Cuftodes utriufque Collegii cum reliquis eletoribus
infra Collegium Winton. Vicefimo Septimo die Au-
gufti Anno Domini Millefimo Quingentefimo Nona-
gefimo Secundo.

Tefte
Edwardo Cole Notario publico.
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N° XIIL
E Veteri Regiftro Coll. Winton.

EMORANDUM quod primus adventus Se-

reniffimi Principis Henrici Sexti ad iftud Colle-
gium fuit penultimo die Menfis Julii, videlicet die Sab-
bati Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringentefimo Qua-
.dragefimo, & Anno ejufdem Domini Regis Decimo No-
no, quo die interfuit primis Vefperis, & in craftino
Miffe & fecundis Vefperis ; & obtulit xiiis. iiij d.

Item Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringentefimo
Quadragefimo Quarto_in fefto Santte Cecilie Virginis
fdem Chriftianiffimus Rex Henricus Sextus interfuit in
hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis atque Mifle, in qua pre-
ter oblacionem fuam cotidianam obtulit centum nobilia
ad ornamentum fummi altaris ibidem, contulitque nota-

. bilem auri fammam Scolaribus & Choriftis in eodem,
videlicet vjli. xiijs. iiijd. qui infuper ex habundancia
affluentiffime gratie fue privilegia libertates & franche-
fias ejufdem Collegii confirmavit & ampliavit; quare
dignum eft ut ejus in eodem perhennis memoria jugiter
habeatar. Etobtulit xiijs. iiijd.

Item idem Chriftianiffinus Rex Anno Domini Mil-
lefimo Quadringentefimo Quadragefimo Quinto, & an-
no regni ejufdem Regis Vicelimo Quarto, interfuit
die dominica, videlicetin fefto SanéiCuthberti in menfe
Septembri, in hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis atque
Mifle, quo die ex gratia fua dedit Collegio opti-
mam Robam fuam una excepta furrat. cum furrura
de Sables, ad Dei laudem & honorem beatiflime
Marie Virginis. Et obtulit xiij s. iiij d.

Irem idem illuftrifiimus Princeps Anno Domini
‘Millefimo Quadringentefimo Quadragefimo Sexto, &
anno regni ejudem Regis Vicefimo Quinto, in fefto
Sanci Johannis de Beverlaco, videlicet feptimo die
Maii contingente in dominica, interfuit utrifque Vefpe-
1is atque Mifle in hoc Collegio, quo die fimiliter ex

gracia
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gracia fua dedit Collegio vj 1. xiij s. iiij d. Et obtulit eo-
dem tempore ad vices xiijs. iiij d.

Item idem illuftriffimus Princeps Anno Domini
Millefimo Quadringentefimo Quadragefimo O&avo &
Anno regni ejufdem Regis Vicefimo Septimo, in fefto
Sandti Wolftani Epifcopi, interfuit in hoc Collegio u-
trifque Vefperis die dominica, fed non Miffe, quia ex-
hibuit prefenciam fuam in ecclefia Sanéti Swythuni in
mifla propter intronizacionem reverendi Patris & Domi-
ni Domini Wilhelmi Wayneflete Epifcopi Wynton.
nuper magiftri informatoris Scolarium hujus Collegii.
In craftino vero in die lune in fefto fan&orum Fabiani’
& Sebaftiani martyr. idem metuendiffimus Dominus in-
terfuit alte Mifle predi¢torum San¢torum in hoc Colle-
gio, quo die dedit huic Collegio unum calicem de au-
ro, & x lib. in auro pro uno pari fiolarum ordinand.
de eodem auro; & ultra ex fua magna gracia dedit

liijs. iiijd. pro una pietancia habenda inter Socios &
" Scolares in fefto purificationis beate Marie extunc pro-
ximo fequente. Et obtulit xiij s. iiij d.

ITeEm Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringentefimo
Quadragefimo Nono, & Anno regni ejufdem Regis
Henrici Sexti Vicefimo Septimo, videlicet decimo fexto
die menfis Junii in parliamento ejufdem Regis tento
hic apud Winton. cum prorogatione dierum ufque ad
decimum fextum diem menfis Julii inclufive, interfuit
idem excellentiffimus Princeps in hoc Collegio in fefto
Sanéti Albani martyris die dominica contingente utrif-
que Vefperis & Mifle. Et obtulit xiij s. iiij d.

ITeEM alia vice eodem tempore in fefto Johannis
Baptifte interfuit idem metuendiffimus Dominus Rex
in hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis & Mifle, Reverendo
Patre & Domino Domino Wilhelmo Waynflete Epifco-
po Wynton. totum officium illius diei devotiffime exe-
quente. Et obtulit vjs. viijd. .

ITEM alia vice eodem tempore in fefto apoftolorum
Petri & Pauli interfuit idem Chriftianifimus Rex in
hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis & Matutinis die domi-
nico, fed non Miffe ; quia exhibuit prefenciam fuam in
ecclefia cathedrali San&ti Swythuni in Miflu pro%tel‘

b3 iei
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dici follempnitatem ibidem, quia feftum loci; Reveren-
do Patre Magiftro Thoma Bekynton Epifcopo Ba-
thon. & Wellenf. tdtum officium illius diei in hoc Col-
legio follempnit. exequente, & totum Collegium ipfo
die lautiffime convivante.

ITEM alia vice eodem tempore in O&abis apoftolo-
yum Petri & Pauli in dominica predi¢tus fereniflimus
Rex interfuit in hoc Collegio Vefperis ipfius fefti &
Mifle; primis Vefperis vero & fecundis Matutinis &
Mifle in fefto Tranflacionis San&i Thoma Martyris in
craftino contingente confimiliter interfuit, totum offi-
cium illius diei Venerabili Patre Epifcopo Wynton. ex-
equente. Miflam vero illius diei celebravit in hoc Col-
legio Reverendiffimus Pater & Dominus Dominus Jo-
hannes Stafford Cantuar. Archiepifcopus, totius Anglie
Primas, apoltolice fedis Legatus, & tunc Anglic Cancel-
larius, affiftentibus eidem venerabilibus in Chrifto Pa-
tribus  Wilhelmo Wynton. Epifcopo, Wilhelmo Af-
kewe Sarefburienf. Epifcopo, Adam Moleynes Cicef-
tren. Epifcopo tunc Cuftode privati figilli Domini Re-
gis, cum aliis notabilibus perfonis, videlicet Clerico
Rotulorum, Clerico Parliamenti, & Clerico Hamperii,
& multis aliis ; quo die idem Pater Epifcopus & Me-
tropolitanus dedit Scolaribus pro refe&xone xls. Et
obtulit xiij s. iiij d.

ITem idem Dominus nofter Rex aha vice in fefto
Reliquiar. videlicet decimo tertio die menfis Julii inter-
fuit in hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis Matutinis &
Mifle, Reverendo Patre Domino Epifcopo Wynton of-
ficium illius diei exequente. Et obtulit vjs. viij d.

ITem idem Chriftianiflimus Rex ultimo die Parlia-
menti, videlicet decimo fexto die menfis Julii, inter-
fuit in hoc Collegio Miffe beatiffime Marie Virginis,
& obtulit vjs. vijjd. Poft ditam vero Miffam obtulit
Deco beate Marie & fummo altari unum tabernaculum
de auro.

ITeM alia vice idem Dominus nofter Rex interfuit
divinis officiis, videlicet Vefperis Proceffioni & Mifle,
in hoc Collegio, dominica in Ramis Palmarum, eodem

die Maglﬁro Thoma Chaundeler Cuftode iftius Col-
. legii
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legii poft nonam coram eodem Domiro Rege & populo
fermonem faciente. Et obtulit xiij s. iiijd. ~Et ultra ex

. fua magna gracia dedit fummo altari di&i Collegii in
auro cs. Officium iftius diei exequente Cuftode if-
tius Collegii.

IteM idem Dominus nofter chriftianiffimus Rex ul-
tima vice fuit in hoc Collegio in fefto Tranflacionis
San&i Swythuni in utrifque Vefperis ejufdem Sanéti,
fed non in Miffa, quia exhibuit prefenciam fuam in ec-
clefia San&ti Swythuni. Et’obtulit idem Rex vjs. viij d.

| N° XIV.
E Regiftro Wykeham, Part. tert. b. fol. 166.

Executio cujufdam Brevis Regii de Juramento.

ILHELMUS permiflione divina Wynto-
nien. Epifcopus Dileétis in Chrifto filiis Priori
Ecclefie noftre Cathedralis Wynton. Abbati Monafterii
de Hyda noftre dioc. ac Magiftro Johanni Elmer Offic.
noftro Wynton. Salutem Gratiam & Beneditionem.
~ Breve Domini noftri Regis cum quodam tranfcripto dic-
to brevi interclufo recepimus in hec verba. Ricardus
Dei gratia Rex Angliz & Franciz & Dominus Hiber-
niz Vmerabili in Chrifto Patri W. eadem gratia Epi-
fcop ynton. Salutem. Cum Drugo Barentyn Major’
Civitatis noftrz London. ac Aldermanni & Cives, neg
non ceteri Communes ejufdem Civitatis ad omnia &
fingula ftatuta ordinaciones & f{tabilimenta in ultimo
Parliamento noftro apud Weftm. tento & ufque Salop.
adjornato edita ordinata & ftabilita, una cum omnibus
judiciis & ordinacionibus apud Coventr. virtute & auc-
toritate ejufdem Parliamenti redditis editis atque factis,
ac cum omnibus dependenciis & ornibus aliis que
inde fequi poffunt pro fe & fuccefloribus fuis fingulari-
ter & generaliter bene & fideliter obfervand. in perpe-
tuum facramenta fuper fan&ta Dei Evangelia preftite-
rint corporalia, & pro majori fecuritate ac veritatis pra-
mifforum teftimonio ad quandam cedulam formam facra-
: b4 menti
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menti przditi continentem, cujus tranfcriptum vobis
mittimus prafentibus interclufum, figilla fua -appofu-
erint; Nos confimilia facramenta & fecuritatem de
univerfis & fingulis Ligeis noflris regni noftri Anglie
de ftatu reputatis habere volentes vobis mandamus,
quod ftatim vifis prafentibus ac infpefto tranfcripto
predicto omnes & fingulos Abbates Priores Decanos &
Archidiaconos de dioc. veftra ac alias perfonas ecclefi-
afticas ejuf{dem dioc. coram vobis ad certos dies & loca,
quos ad hoc provideritis, infra eandem dioc. cum omni.
celeritate & feftinacione qua poteritis' venire fac. &
facramenta hujufmodi ab eifdcm Abbatibus Prioribus
Decanis & Archidiaconis ac aliis pradictis, quod ipfi &
fucceffores fui premiffa modo & forma quibus in dicto
tranfcripto fit mencio conformiter pro parte fua obfer-
vabunt, recipiatis, & ejufdem facramenti formam in ce- .
dulam conflimilem redigatis, prafatofque Abbates Prio-
res Decanos Archidiaconos & alias perfonas praeditas
eandem cedulam figillis fuis confignare fac. & cedulam
illam cum fic confignata fuerit una cum certificacione
tocius fadti veftri in hac parte nobis in cancellar. nof-
trum fub figillo veftro diftin&e & apte fine dilacione
mittatis, & hoc Breve. T. meipfo apud Weftm. oftavo
fiie Februar. Anno regni noftri Vicefimo Secundo.
Tenor quidem tranferipti de quo prafatur talis eft.
A tres excellente magefté de notre tres redout €s
fouverain Scigneur le Roy Richard puis le eft
Seconde Nous voz humblez & loyalx lieges des corps
& des cuers de votre citée de Londres avons & chef-
cun de nous ad tres bien entenduz coment gOs lieges
de vo're roialme pour la greindre parti ont fi come a
cux apartient 2 toute obeiffaunce & humilitée jurez pro-
mys & reconuz {ouz leur faitz feallez de feveralment &
generalment tenir toutz les eftatutz ordinances & efta-
bliffementz faitz ordeignez & eftabliz en votre honura-
ble Parlement darrein tenuz i Weftm. continuez 3 Sa-
lopbirs oue toutz les jugementz & ordeinances, faitz &
renduz a Coventr. par virtue & auorité du dit Parle-
ment fi.come en.lour fubmiffions obeiffances promefles
& reconifances eft affez clerement contenuz ; {ur quoy
noug
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nous voz fufditz humblez lieges qi a votre tres excel-
lente magefté roiale volons & vorrons a toutz jours. faire
loialment-de trestoutz noz poairs tout qanq a ycelle

shagefté purra en afcune maniere faire plefance lez ditz

eftatutf ordeipances & eftabliffementz oue les depen-
dences & qiaiiq ent purra fuir pour nous & pour noz
heirs & fucdifours devrons & devons fumez tenuz &
{errons Z;VOm,& vouldrons tenir & eftre tenuz pour
toutz jotirs fanz jammes venir ne faire ne luffrer eftre
fait par afcune perfonne de quelle condicion ou eftat qil
foit afcunement alencontre en nulle guife & fi afcuny,

{oit q Dieu defende qattempte face attempter ou veiulle

attempter ou faire au contraire en tout ou en partie
nous les ferrons & chefcun de nous le ferra impedier
deftourbjer & empefcher oue toutz noz corps & biens
pour vivre & pour morir & de tout ceo q. impedier ne
deftourbier ne purrons le ferrons fanz delay afcun noti-
fier & atreteiner 4 votre di¢te magefté Roiale. Et 3
ceo fermement & loialment tenir pour notis & pour noz
heirs & fucceffours 4 toutz jours nous Dreu Barentyn
mair aldermans citezeins & communes de votre dite ci-
tée promettons & jurons fur les feintz Evangelies &
chefcun de nous promette fait foy & jure & pour
greindre feurté a iceftes prefentz lettres mettons noz
fealx en tefmoignance de noz faitz & de la verité.
Doné, &e. Nos igitur aliis di¢ti Domini noftri Regis
variis & arduis przpediti negotiis di¢tum breve quovis
modo perfonaliter exequi non valentes ad venire faci-
end. omnes & fingulos Abbates Priores Decanos & Ar-
chidiaconum ac alias perfonas ecclefiafticasArchidiacona-
tus Wynton. coram vobis ad certos dies & loca quos ad
hoc pravideritis infra Archidiaconatum praeditum cum
omni celeritate feftinacione qua poteritis & facramen-
ta hujumodi ab eifdem Abbatibus Prioribus Decanis &
Archidiacono ac aliis preedictis quod ipfi & fucceffores
fui premiffa modo & forma quibus in dito tranfcripto
fit mencio conformiter pro parte fua obfervabunt reci-
_piend. & ejufdem facramenti formam in cedulam cogfi-
smilem redigend. przfatofque Abbates Priores Dggnos
‘Archidiaconum & alias perfonas praeditas eand mlcq-
. ' dulam
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dulam figillis fuis confignare faciend. ceteraque omnia
& fingula que in premiflis vel circa ea neceffaria fue-
rint vel quomodolibet opportuna exercend. expediend.
& fideliter exequend. vobis de quorum fidelitate &
circumf{pectionis induftria plenam in Domino obtinemus
fiduciam committimus vices noftras cum cujuflibet co-
hercionis canonice poteftate : Vobis infuper & cuilibet
veftrum in virtute obediencie firmiter injungendo man-
damus quatinus hanc noftram commiffionem fecundum
omnem vim formam & effe€tum fupradiéti brevis exe-
quamini indilate. Et cedulam illam de forma facra-
menti predita cum fic confignata fuerit una cum cer-
tificacione tocius facti veftri in hac parte nobis infra u-
num menfem a dat. prefencium continve numerand.
fub figillis veftris diftin¢te & apte fine dilacione mitta-
tis. Quod fi non omnes przfentem noftram commif-
fionem potuerint exequi ut prafertur Volumus' quod
duo veftrum ipfam nihilominus exequantur. In cujus
rei teftimonium figillum noftrum fecimus hijs apponi.
Dat. in manerio noftro de Esther decimo quarto die
menfis Maii Anno Domini Millefimo Trecentefimo No-
nagefimo Nono, & noftrz Conf. Amno Tricefimo

Secundo.

.

‘ N° XV.

E Regiftro Wykeham, part. tert. b. fol. 16 4.

MaNpaTUuM fuper moderatione Statuti editi contra
Provifores.

ILHELMUS permiflione divina Wyntonien.
Epifcopus Dileo in Chrifto filio Offic. Archi-

diaconi noftri Winton. Salutem Graciam & Benedictio-
nem. Literas Reverendi in Chrifto Patris & Domini
Domini Roberti Dei gratia Londonien. Epifcopi nup.
recepimus in hec verba. Reverendo in Chrifto Patri
ac Domino Domino Wilhelmo Dei gracia Wintonien.
-Epifcopo Robertus permiffione divina Londonien. Epi-
fcopus Salutem & fraternam in Domino caritatem.
Literas Reverendiffimi in Chrifto Patris & Domini Do-
: ' mini
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mini Rogeri Dei gracia Cantuarien. Archiepifcopi to-
cius Anglie Primatis & apoftolice fedis legati nup. re-
cepimus in hec verba, Rogerus permiflione divina
Cantuarien. Archiepifcopus tocius Anglie Primas & a-
poftolice fedis Legatus Venerabili fratri noftro Domi-
no Roberto Deci gratia Londonien. Epifcopo Salutem
& fraternam in Domino caritatem. Breve regium una
cum quadam cedula in eodem inclufa nup. recepimus
in hec werba: Ricardus Dei gracia Rex Anglie &
Franciz & Dominus Hiberniz Venerabili in Chrifto
Patri R. eadem gratia Archiepifcopo Cantuar. tocius
Anglie Primati Salutem. Licet nuper quoddam Sta-
tutum in Parliamento noftro apud Weftm. anno regni
noftri - tertiodecimo tento contra Provifores editum ob
honorem Dei & fante Romane Ecclefie ac propter
precipuam affeccionem quam erga Dominum Summum
Pontificem modernum obtinemus, contemplacione eci-
am Venerabilis Patris P. Aquenfis Epifcopi apoftolice
fedis Nuncii quem eo quod nofter eft ligeus & ma-
gis nobis acceptus ultra omnes alios pro hac mate-
ria inantea profequentes uberius profperari affetamus
aliqualiter moderari ac moderationem illam Statuto
predi€to aut aliis in contrarium ordinatis non obftan-
tibus fieri & tolerari a fefto concepcionis beate Marie
ultimo praeterito ad proximum Parliamentum noftrum
Jocum tenere & effeCtum fortiri & gerere Volentes
formam & tenorem moderacionis & tolerancie przdic-
tarum Vobis miferimus brevi noftro Vobis inde nuper
dire&to interclufos mandantes quod pro inviolabili &
inconcuffa obfervacione moderacionis hujufmodi per
tanti temporis fpacium tolerande partes veftras quate-
nus ad officium veftrum attinet paftorale adhiberetis
folicitas & difcretas & ulterius ceteris confratribus Co-
epifcopis & Suffraganeis veftris Cant. provincie mo-
deracionem preeditam per literas veftras praemiflorum
feriem continentes in hac parte debite conficiend. cum
omni celeritate qua commode potuiiletis intimareris et
" notificaretis ac teneri & obfervari demanderetis : Qui-
bufdam famen certis de caufis coram nobis per prata-
“tum Epifcopum Aquenfem expofitis & declaratis nos

intime
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iutime moventibus moderacionem & toleranciam hujuf-
modi Statuti ufque ad feftum Pafche proxime futurum
& ab inde ufque ad idem feftum tunc proxime fequens
Jocum tenere & in omnibus effetum fortiri & gerere
volumus, & ideo vobis mandamus quod pro debita ob-
fervacione moderacionis hujufmodi ufque ad diGtum
pofterius feftum Pafche tolerande partes veftras quate-
nus ad officium veftrum paftorale noveritis pertinere
adhibeatis folicitas & difcretas, & ulterius ceteris con-
fratribus Coepilcopis & Suffraganeis veftris Cantuar.
Provincie moderacionem praditam cujus tenorem vo-
bis mittimus prafentibus interclufum per literas veftras
premifforum feriem continentes in hac parte debite
conficiend. cum omni celeritate qua commode pote-
ritis intimetis & notificetis ac teneri & obfervari de-
mandeds : injungentes eifdem ex parte nofira quod fin-
guli eorum hujufmodi moderacionem per literas fuas
tub forma qua decet fimiliter conficiend. aliis praelatis
& .clero fuarum dioc. publice intimari & notificari ac
teneri & fervari fac. fub periculo quod incumbit priore
‘mandato noftro pradicto non obftante. T'. meipfo apud
Coventr. decimo fexto die Januarii anno regni noftri
vicefimo fecundo. Tenor vero cedule de qua prefer-
tur fequitur in hec verba. Quantum ad moderacio-
nem coutentorum fub ftatuto talis prout fequitur eft
Domini noftri Regis intencio quod ob honorem Dei &
fancte Romane Ecclefie & propter pracipuam affecci-
onem quam obtinet penes Dominum noftrum Summum
Pontificem modernum contemplacicne eciam Reverendi
Patris Domini Petri Dei gracia Aquenfis Epifcopi apo- *
ftolice fedis Nuncii quem eo quod fuus eft ligeus &
magis fibi acceptus affetat ultra omnes alios pro hac
materia inantca profequentes uberius profperari non
obftante ftatnto vel aliis in contrarium ordinatis tolera-
bitur ufque ad proximum Parliamentum prout inferius
eft infcriptum.  In primis videlicet quantum ad digni-
tates epifcopales cum vacuerint expe@ato congruo
tempore pro eleccionum in Curia reprefentacione Sum-
mus Pontifex provideat elefto fi Rex. pro ep fcripferit
vel alteri Domini noftri Regis ligeo &ibi grato & ac-

cepto.
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cepto. Item quantum ad provifionem in Cathedra-
libus & collegiatis ecclefiis providebit Summus Ponti-
fex Cardinalibus vel aliis Anglicis de tribus de cetero
vacaturis in fingulis ecclefiis fupraditis {ub hac forma
quod poft provifionem unam auftoritate papali ha-
beat Ordinarius fecundam & fic viciffim quoufque per
fedem apoftolicam falta fit in tribus provifie in reliquis
autem vacaturis penes Ordinarium remanebit col-
lacio. Set tamen Dominis Cardinalibus non provi- ’
debitur de dignitatibus eleétivis quibufcunque nec
principalibus in collegiatis vel aliquibus beneficiis cu-
ratis feu Tefidenciam vel perfonale adminiftracionis
exercicium de jure vel confuetudine requirentibus : Ali-
quibus tamen alienigenis nifi Cardinalibus infra regnum
nullatenus providebit. I'em quantum ad provifiones
de collacionibus Ordinariorum vel aliorum {piritualium
patronorum extra ecclefias metropoliticas cathedrales
& collegiatas Summus Pontifex de beneficiis de cetero
vacaturis habeat provifiones de primo vacaturo & Or-
dinarius vel Patronus Spiritualis de fecundo vacaturo
& fic fiet viciffim ufque ad finem Pafche prox. futur.
& ab inde ufque ad idem feftum tunc proxime fequens.
Ifta tamen tolerancia quantum ad provifiones per
fedem apoftolicam faciend. in beneficiis poft dart. pre-
fencium vacaturis tantummodo locum obtinebit titalis
& pofleflione antea obtinencium in omnibus femper
falvis, Quocirca vobis committimus & mandamus
quatinus premilla omnia & fingula in ditis brevi &
cedula content. in veftris civitate & dioc. literis veltris
intimetis & notificetis ac moderacionem in dicta cedula
expreflatam in perfona veftra tencatis & obfervetis.
Vobis etiam ex parte regia injungentes quod modera-
cionem hujufmodi a Prelatis & Clero diftarum veftra-
rum civitatis & dioc. tencri faciatis & eciam oblervari,
feriemque & tenorem brevis & cedule predi&t, de &
fuper moderacione hujufinodi de qua prafertur uni-
verfis & fingulis confratribus Coepifcopis & Suffiaga-
- neis noftris noftre Cantuarien. provincie per literas
veftras patentes premifforum feriem continentes in hac
parte conficiend. cum omai ccleritate qua commode

' potueritis
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potueritis eciam intimetis & notificetis ac teneri & ob-
{ervari demandetis. Injungentes eifdem ex parte regia
quod finguli eorum hujufmodi moderacionem per li-
teras fuas fub forma qua decet fimiliter conficiend. aliis
Prclatis & Clero fuarum civitatum & dioc. publice in-
timari & notificari ac teneri & obfervari faciant prout
& fecundum quod tenores & effetus brevis & cedule
pradi®orum in fe exigunt et requirunt. Dat. in ma-
nerio noftro de Otteford decimo quarto die menfis Fe-
bruarii Anno Domini Millefimo Trecentefimo Nonage-
fimo O&avo & noftre Conf. Anno Secundo. Quarum’
quidem literarum auctoritate vobis omnia & fingula
in dictis literis contenta feriemque & tenorem brevis &
cedule przdit. de & fuper moderacione hujufmodi de
qua prefertur per has literas noftras patentes premif-
forum feriem continentes cum ea qua decuit reverencia
intimamus & notificamus ac per vos fecundum formam
& effe¢tum edrundem brevis & cedule teneri & obfer-
vari mandamus injungentes vobis ex parte regia quod
hujufmodi moderacionem per literas veftras fub forma
qua decet conficiend. Prelatis & Clero veftrarum ci-
vitat & dioc. publice nunciari & notificari ac teneri &
obfervari faciatis prout & fecundum quod tenores &
effetus brevis & cedule predictorum nec non literarum
Reverendiffimi Patris Domini Archiepifcopi antedi&i in
fe exigunt & requirunt. “Dat. fub figillo noftro in
manerio noftro de Wykham die vicefimo quarto menf.
Februar. Anno Domini Millefimo Trecentefimo Nona-
gefimo Oé&avo & noitre Conf. Anno Decimo O&avo.
Autoritate igitur literarum’ pradiftarum vobis com-
mittimus & mandamus quatinus omnia & fingula in
di¢tis literis contenta feriemque & ‘tenorem brevis &
cedule praedict. de & fuper moderacione hujufmodi
Prelatis & clero in noftra Civitate & Archidiaconatu
Wynton. conftitutis publice nuncietis & notificetis. In-
jungentes vobis ex parte regia quod hujufmodi mode-
racionem in perfona veftra teneatis & obfervetis ac eciam
a Prelatis & Clero in ditis civitate & Archidiaconatu
teneri & abfervari faciatis prout & fecundum quod

tenores
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tenores & effeCtus brevis & cedule ac literarum pre-
diétarum in fe exigunt & requirunt. Dat. &c.

N° XVI.

Ex Libro Evidentiarum Ecclefiz Cathedralis Winton.
Ne I. Fol. 18.
De Cantaria Wilhelmi Wykeham Epifcopi Wynton.

NIVERSIS Sanftze Matris Ecclefiz filiis pre-

‘ ] fentes literas infpefturis, Thomas miferatione
divina Ecclefiz Cathedralis Wyntoniz Prior humilis
& ejufdem loci Conventus, Salutem in eo qui eft om-
nium vera falus. Noverit Univerfitas veftra quod cum
Reverendus in Chrifto Pater & Dominus Dominus
Wilhelmus de Wykeham Wynton. Epifcopus noftri
Prioratus Patronus, divinz remunerationis intuitu &
pro ipfius animz falute, in noftri Prioratus exoneratio-
nem multimodam & perpetuum relevamen, quoddam
corrodium five preftationem annuam de domo Priora-
tus ecclefiz noftre Sancti Swithuni Prioratui de Ha-
mele in the Rys in Com. Sutht. valoris annui decem li-
brarum & amiplius primitus debit. poftmodumque in &
ad Cuftodem Socios & Scolares Col. beate Mariz pro-
pe civitatem Wynton. Seynte Marie College of Wyn-
cheftre vulgariter nuncupati, & ipforum Collegium per
venerabilem Patrem antediétum noviter fundaii, auéto-
ritate apoftolica & regia legitime & effeCtualiter tranf-
lat. per eofdem Cuftodem Socios & Scolares procura-
verit & fecerit nobis et fuccefloribus noftris remitti ac
in perpetuum relaxari : Idemque Reverendus Pater
quendam annuum redditum quadraginta quinque foli-
dorum & quatuor denariorum de manerio de Weft-
meones, quod quondam fuit Philippi de Marmeon,
al. dict. Attehalle, exeuntem Nobis & Prioratui nof-
tro dederit & conceflerit pro perpetuo, ac etiam {uam
& noftram ecclefiam Wynton. ipfius gravibus fumptibus
& expenfis decentiffime & honeftiffime a fundamentis
reparaverit ac etiam renovaverit, ac nobis & ecclefie
pradict,

2
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pradit. ad Dei laudem pariter & honorem veflimenta
& alia ornamenta quamplurima ex fuz devotionis fer-
vore contulerit: Nos igitur volentes Reverendo Patri -
antedi¢to, per quem & cujus interventu tanta beneficia
adepti fumus & favorabiliter confecuti, grata viciffitu-
dine refpondere, nonnullaque alia bona fpiritualia &
temporalia Nobis & Prioratui noftro & ecclefie noftrz
pradite a dicto Reverendo Patre magnifice fatta
pariter & impenfa ipfiufque favores multiplices ahqux-
bus bonis {piritualibus & orationum fuffragiis pro viri-
bus compenfare, concedimus & bona fide promittimus
pro nobis & fuccefforibus mnoftris firmiter in animas
noftras prafato Reverendo Patri Domino Wilhelmo
noftro Epifcopo pariter & Patrono, quod omnia fequen-
tia & fubfcripta pro falute anime f{uz ac progenitorum
& benefactorum ejufdem perpetuis futuris temporibus
faciemus & obfervabimus, eaque fic fieri & obfer-
vari prout inferius continetur inviolabiliter faciemus.
In primis vid. quod Reverendus Pater antediftus in
capella inqua fuam elegit fepulturam infra Ecclefiam
Cath. fupradi¢tam in navi ejufdem ex parte auftrali
fitvat. habebit tres monachos noftri conventus tres
miflas pro eo & {uis benefactoribus cotidie fpecialiter
celebrantes, debebuntque ezdem miflzz modo quo fe-
quitur perpetualiter celebrari. Prima miffa vid. tam .
in zftate quam yeme fummo mane, quaz erit de San&ta
‘Marja: ali@ vero duo miffe die magis lucefcente de
fanétis aut de temporali fecundum devotionem cele-
brantium dicentur, hora tertia vid. five fexta: quo-
rum quidem monachorum taliter ut prefertur cele-
brantium pro eodem Reverendo Patre dum fuperftes
-fuerit unufquifque in qualibet ejus miffa dicat hanc
colle€t. Rege quzfumus, pro ipfius Reverendi Patris
Atatus incolpmitate, ac orationem Deus' cui proprium,
pro animabus patris & matris & benefaCtorum Reve-
rendi Patris Epifcopi fupradi®i. Poftquam vero idem
Reverendus Pater fubtratus fuerit ab hac luce loco
collett. Rege quzfumus, de qua prefertur, dicetur pre
eodem Reverendo Patre oratio Deus qui inter apo-
ftolicos, fingulariter pro eodem. Quibus quidem

monachis-
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monachis fic ut prafertar celebrantibus Prior qui tunc
eft, & qui pro tempore erit, {ingulis diebus tres dena-
rios, vid. cuilibet eorum uhum denarium bonz & ufu-
alis monetz fideliter miniftrabit. Sacrifta etiam éccle-
fize fupradiétz inveniet eifdem tribus monachis omnia
officia miffe neceflaria vid. panem & vinum, librum &
calicem, veftimenta, luminaria altaris, palla, & quacun-
que in hac parte ornamenta alia requifita. Concedimus
infuper pro nobis & fuccefloribus noftris, quod pueri
elemofinariz de elemofina diti Prioratus noftri viven-
tes qualibet note perpetuis futuris temporibus ad dic-
tam capellam in qua corpus di¢ti Reverendi Patris cum
in fata deceffit difponitur tumulari, cantabunt in hono-
re beatz Maria Virginis Antiphonam Salve Regina,
vel Ave Rigina, & confequenter dicent Pfalmum de
Profundis cum Oratione Fidelium, vel Inclina, pro
animabus patris & matris dicti reverendi Patris, ac pro
anima diéti Patris cum ab hac luce fubtra&us fuerit, &
animabus omnium fidelium defunétorum. Pro prz-
miffis vero Nos Prior preedi®tus & fucceffores noftri
Priores qui pro tempore fuerint folvemus & folvent Ele-
mofinario di¢tz domus annuatim ad opus & utilitatem
di&orum puerorum fex folidos & oéto denarios in fefto
Anpnunciationis beatz Mariz Virginis in perpetuum.
Volumus etiam & concedimus pro nobis & fuccefforibus
noftris in perpetuum, quod die Sabbati cujuflibet fepti-
manz future monachi Prioratus noftd in ordine facer-
dotali conftituti, fani valentes & difpofiti ad celebran-
dum, ordinentur & intitulentur in tabula feriatim ad
celebrandum miffas praditas cotidie per feptimanam
tunc fequentem, & fi cui de dictis monachis fubita in-
firmitas ipter horam matutinarum & miffe hujufmodi
celebrand. vel prius acteflerit, feu aliud impedimentum
legitimum occurrerit, ita quod fic ut prefertur cele-
brare non poffit, tun¢ de ipfa infirmitate feu impedi-
mento, Priorem, Suppriorem vel tertium Priorem pre-
muniet, ipfeque fic premunitus alium ad celebrandum
ut prfertur effeCtualiter fubrogabit, miffaque hujuf-
modi celebrabitur per eundem. Ad quz omnia & fin- -
gula- facienda implenda & fideliter obfervanda obli-

c gamus ~
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gamus nos fucceffores & Prioratum noftros pradittos
& omnia bona Prioratus noftri predi€ti prafato Vene-
rabili Patri ac ipfius heredibus & executoribus ac
diftrictioni & cohercioni cujufcumque judicis noftri ec-
clefiafti vel etiam fecularis. In quorum omnium tefti-
monium figillum noftrum commune przfentibus appo-
fuimus. Dat. in domo noftra capitulari Wynton, de-
cimo fexto die menfis Augufti Anno Domini Millefimo
Quadringentefimo Quarto,

N° XVIL.

TESTAMENTUM
W. Wrkenam Epifcopi Wynton.
E Regiftro Arundel in Archivis Lamethanis.
Part. 1. Fol. 215—218.

Collatam cum Exemplari in Veteri Regiftro. Coll.
Winton.

N nomine & honore fummz & individuz Trinitatis

] Patris & Filii & Spiritus San&ti. Amen. Quia
omne quod fitin tempore, in tempore corrumpetur, &
quodlibet mortale vivens paulatim dilabitur & deficit,
donec veniat ad ultimum defe@um, qui eft mors; &
nefcio quamdiu fubfiftam, & quando tollet me Factor
meus, eo quod cundlis diebus quibus nunc milito ex-
pecto donec veniat immutatio mea ; hac meditatione
gravi & continua follicitus & pulfatus ego WILHELMUS
WrykenaM, Altiffimo permittente, humilis Minifter
Ecclefizz Cathedralis Wynton. licet indignus, non po-
nens {pem meam in prefentis vite brevitate, quz eft
vapor ad modicum parens & fubito tranfiens, fciens me
de hac valle miferiz neceffario recefflurum, fed diem &
horam exitus mei ignorans, ac cupiens mea noviflima
pravidere privfquam vadam ad eum qui me mifit, ad
honorem Plafmatoris mei & Domini Jefu Chrifti Filii
Dei, & pro falute anime mez, & pro remiflione omni-.
: : um
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um delitorum & peccatorum meorum, TESTAMEN-
TUM meum five ultimam voluntatem meam fana mente
& puro corde, condo, ordino, & facio in hunc modum.

ImpRrIMIS lego & recommendo Animam meam omni-
potenti Deo, Plafmatori & Salvatori meo, qui eam cre-
avit ex nichilo; humillimo corde ipfius clementiam
deprecans & requirens ut eam per debitum magnz mi-
fericordiz fuz in focietate Eletorum fuorum collocare
dignetur. !

ITEm lego Corpus meum, cum ab hac luce migra-

" vero, tradendum ecclefiafticz fepulturz in medio cujuf-

dam Capellz in Navi di¢tz Ecclefiz ex parte auftrali
ejufdem per me de novo conftruéte.

DE Bonis autem meis, qua michi contulit clementia
Salvatoris, fic difpono, volo, ordino & lego, viz. Quod
ultra & prater expenfas ad honorem & laudem Dei
ratione funeris mei, Servifui, faciendas, quas committo
difpofitioni, ordinationi, & difcretioni Executorum &
Amicorum meorum, omnia debita mea quacunque
quibufcunque perfonis ex'quacunque caufa vel occafio-
ne fint debita, plene & integre perfolvantur abfque
difficultate, contradiétione, impedimento feu dilatione
aliquali: et deinde Legata fubfcripta Legatariis qui-
bufcunque plene & integre perfolvantur: de quibus
vero onero confcientias Executorum meorum, quod
ipfi Executores mei omnia & fingula fubfcripta, fpeci-
ficata & legata, plenc, bene, fideliter & integre, abfque
defalcatione, fubftrattione, fen diminutione quacunque
faciant & exequantur in omnibus, prout ipfi inde re-

" fpondere voluerint coram fummo Judice Domine meo
_Jefu Chrifto.

ITEM lego, volo & ordino, quod in caftro, manerio, -

“villa, feu loco alio quocunque in quo me mori conti-

gerit, Executores mei donent & diftribuant paupe-
ribus debilioribus & magis indigentibus perfonis de me
in vita & epifcopatu meo tenentibus ibidem, & in omni
loco per quem contigerit corpus meum deferri ufque
ad Ecclefiam meam Winton. ad orandum pro falute

~animz mez cuilibet ipforum pauperum tenentium

quatuor denarios, & cuilibet alteri, eleemofynam pro
c2 amore
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amore Dei petenti, duos denarios, vel unum denarium
ad minus, juxta difcretionem & ordinationem ipforum
Executorum meorum.

ITem volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mei
donent & diftribuant, die fepulturz corporis mei, cui-
libet pauperi indigenti venienti apud Winton. & elee-
mofynam pro amore Dei & falute animz mez petenti,
quatunor denarios.

ITEM lego Ducentas Libras dividendas inter pauperes
prifonas * in prifonis de Newgate in London, Marefcal-
ciz Regis, Wolvefeye, Winton. Oxon. Berks. Gulde-
forde, Veteris & Nova Sarum, pro amore Dei, & pro
falute animz mee.

ITEM, Quia Deusdecorem domus fuz & locum ha-
bitationis fuz diligit, ad honorem & laudem ipfius Dei,
& Domini noftri Jefu Chrifti, & fanéte Mariz matris
fuz, Apoftolorumque ejus Petri & Pauli, & Patrono-
rum ecclefiz mez praeditz, nec non Sanétorum Birini,
Swythuni, Edde & Ethelwoldi, quorum corpora &
reliquie in di¢ta continentur ecclefia; volo & ordino
quod Executores mei corpus five medium ecclefie fu-
pradi¢tz inter alas auftralem & borealem, ab oftio oc-
cidentali chori ejufdem ecclefiz deorfum ufque ad fi-
nem occidentalem ejufdem ecclefiz, in muris, feneftris
& valto, honefte & honorifice, conformiter & decenter
fecundum exigentiam, formamque & modum novi ope-
ris alarum predi®arum nunc incepti, nec non & eafdem
alas per idem fpatium in longitudine refici faciant, ac
debite reparari ufque ad fummam Duarum Millium &
Quingentarum-Marcarum, fi tantum expendi oporteat
in opere fupradito, pro completione & confummatione
ejufdem, juxta modum & formam fuperius limitat,
Hijs tamen conditionibus fervatis in pramiffis, quod
Prior & Conventus ecclefiz fupradi¢tz inveniant to-
tum fcaffaldum ad opus przditum neceffarium, few
etiam opportunum ; ac quod gratis & libere permit-
tant & fuftineant calcem & zabulum de terris & quar-
reris eorum, ac hominum & tenentium fuorum, ubi
. melius ac utilius, pro celeriori ac feliciori di€ti operis
expeditione, Executores mei viderint expedire, ad hu-

. © jufmodi

* Forfam, prifonar. i, e, prifonaries,



A PP ENDTI X, xxxvi

* . jufmodi novum opus diftz ecclefiz, fodi, cariari, &
abduci per operarios, a me vel Executoribus meis ad

. hoc deputandos, quoufque opus hujufmodi fic ut pre-
mittitur totaliter compleatur ; ita ctiam, quod lapides,
plumbum, ferramenta, meremium, vitrum, & quzcun-
que alia materia veteris operis ejufdem ecclefiz integre
cedat, remaneat, & convertatur in ufum, auxilium &
utilitatem novi operis fupradi®i., Volo etiam & or-
dino quod difpofitio & ordinatio hujufmodi novi
operis fiant per Magiftrum Wilhelmum Winford, &
alios fufficientes, dilcretos, & in arte illa approbatos,
ab Executoribus meis, fi oportuerit, deputandos: ac
quod Dominus Simon Membury nunc di&ti operis
Supervifor nec non & Solutor, fit etiam Solutor &
Supervifor in futurum, durante opere fupradicto, per
fupervifum, teftimonium & contra-rotulationem fratris
Johannis Wayte dite ecclefiz mez Commonachi,
nuncque ex parte dictorum Prioris, & Conventus Con~
tra-rotulatoris operis fupradicti, dum modo fanus & in-
columis fuerit, & circa hoc labotare potuerit: alio-
quin ipfo deficiente, feu laborare non valente, per fu-
pervifum, teftimonium & contra-rotulationem alterius
diétz ecclefiz Commonachi, in hac parte difcreti fuf-
ficientis & ydonei ad hoc per dictos Priorem & Con-
ventum capitulariter eligendi, durante opere memorato.
Quodque folutiones pro ditis operibus fiant de tem-
pore ad tempus per ordinationem, difpofitionem &
difcretionem omnium Executorum meorum, vel ad
minus quinque de iifdem, de fideliter adminiftrando
coram infinuante Teftamentum meum hujufmodi jura-
torum.

ITeMm lego pro feneftris tam fuperioribus quam infe-
rioribus partis auftralis ecclefie predite per me repa-
ratz, bene & honefte & decenter juxta ordinationem
‘& difpofitionem Executorum meorum vitriandis,
Quingentas Marcas. Et volo quod fiant hujufmodi
feneftrz vitrez incipiendo in' fine occidentali ecclefize
pradi®z in novo opere per me falto feriatim & in
ordine ‘ufque ad completionem ac confummationem

. omnium feneftrarum diéti novi operis partis auftralis
' . C3 antedita
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antedit=. Et fi quid tunc de di®a fumma reman-
ferit non expenditum, volo quod circa feneftras ale
borealis totaliter expendatur, incipiendo in fine occi-
dentali ad primam feneftram novi operis per me fa&i,
& fic continuando verfus partem orientalem, prout de
parte auftrali fuperius fpecialiter ordinavi. :

ItEM lego Domino meo Regi unum par pelvium
argent. & deaurat. cum rofis duplicatis fculptis in
fundo earundem. Et remitto eidem Domino meo
Regi Quingentas Libras de pecunia a me mutuo re=
cepta per eundem.

[TEM lego Domino meo Archiepifcopo Cantuarienfi
unum anulum aureum cum lapide de ruby. Item
unum par precum de auro appenfum ad unum monile de

auro, habens hzc verba infculpta, “ I H C EsT
AMor MEUSs.” Item unum difcum eleemofynarium
argenteum & novum formatum ad modum navis.

ITem lego Succeflori meo in Epifcopatu meo Win-
ton meliorem Librum meum de Officio Pontificali, qui in-
cipit in fecundo folio ¢ Dicant excepto.” Item mcliorem
librum meum miffalem ; qui incipit in fecundo folio
poft Kalendare “ Tum Angelum.”  Item lego eidem
Succeffori meo majorem anulum meum, aureum, pon-
tificalem, cam lapide de faphiro circumdato & ornato
cam quatuor baleys & duobus parvis diamandis, ac
undecim margaritis. Item calicem meum meliorem
deauratum & amelatum in psde cum ymaginibus de
Pafiione. Item Ponfere meum meliorem operatum &
ornatum cum novem raleys & cxlj margaritis.

ITEM lego Reverendo in Chrifto Patri Domino Ro-
berto Dei gratia London. Epifcopo majorem le€tum
meum rubeum de ferico, qui pendere folet in majori
camera Palatii Winton. cum toto apparatu cjufdem, ac
totam fetam de tapetis rubeis camere praeditte, qui-
bus uti folco cum eodem leto ibidem.

ITEM lego Ecclefiz mez Winton. veftimentum me-
um novum de blodio panng, virgato & operato cum
leonibus de auro, cum viginti capis de eodem panno
auritrigiatis cum hiftoria de Jeffe. Item lego eidem
¢cclefiz mez unum vas de berillo, ordinatum pro

corpore
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_corpore Chrifti. Item unam crucem de auro cum relj -
quiis de ligno Dominico. )
ITeEM lego Priori ecclefiz mex predi®tz ad oran-
dum pro anima mea unum cyphum argenteum deaura-
| tum cum cooperculo, & unum aquarium argentenm
deauratum, pretii amborum Viginti Librarum.

| ITEM lego fingulis Monachis ejufdem ecclefiz in

ordine facerdotali conftitutis ad orandum proanima
mea Quinque Marcas; cuilibet autem Monacho cjuf-

| dem ecclefiz non Prefbytero, in minoribus ordinibus

; conftituto, lego Quadraginta Solidos ad orandum pro

: anima mea. ,

ITEewM lego Collegio meo Oxon. mitram meam & ba-
culum meum paftoralem, ac dalmaticas & fandalia
mea.

ITEM lego Collegio meo Winton., aliam mitram
meam planam, aurifrigiatam, ac bibliam meam ufua-
lem. Item librum vocatum ¢ Catholicon.” Item librum
vocatum ¢ Rationale Divinorum.” Item librum voca-
tum “ Florarium Bartholom#i.” Item librum de Vita
Sanéti Thome, vocatum * Thomas.” Item librum
vocatum ‘¢ Pars Oculi.”

i IreMm lege Cuftodi Coll. mei Oxon. Decem Marcas
& unum cyphum argenteum deauratum cum coopercu-
lo, & unum aquarium argenteum deauratum, pretii
amborum Viginti Marcarum : quem quidem cyphum
cum cooperculo & aquarium volo dicto Cuftodi &
fuis in ipfius officio Succefforibus ad ufum fuum &
di&ti Collegii pro perpetuo remanere.

ITEM lego 'cuilibet Socio perpetuo ejufdem Coll. in
ordine facerdotali conftituto Viginti Sex Solidos &
O&o Denarios ; cuilibet autem Socio non Prefbytero '
in facris ordinibus conftituto Viginti Solidos ; cuilibet
vero Socio in minoribus ordinibus conftituto Sexdecim
Solidos O&o Denarios ; ac unicuique Scholari ejufdem
Coll. infra probationis annos exiftenti, dum tamen fte-
terit per annum in Collegio poftyuam receptus fuerit
in verum & perpetuum Socium ejufdem, Trefdecim
Solidos Quatuor Denarios Sterlingorum.

‘ € 4 Itewm
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ITem lego cuilibet Capellano condutitio Capellz
Coll. mci Oxon per biennium continuum a die mortis
mez moram in di¢to Coll. facienti, & divina celebranti

.in eodem, Viginti Solidos. Et volo, ordino, & difpo-
no, quod fingulis diebus a die mortis mez notz in
di¢to Coll. ufque ad diem folempnitatis fepulturze mez
& per quadraginta dies ex tunc immediate fequentes
dicatur in communi in Capella ipfius Coll. cum nota
officium mortuorum ac miffa folempnis de Requiem
pro anima mea, & animabus omnium fidelium de-
fun&orum.

ITeM lego Decem Libras dividendas & diftribuen-
das inter Clericos & Choriftas Capellz di&i Coll.
Oxon. ac Servientes intrincecos communes ipfius Coll.
juxta difcretionem Cuftodis Vicecuftodis & Burfan-
orum Collegii memorati.

Item lego Cuftodi Coll. mei Winton. Decem Mar-
cas & unum cyphum argenteum deauratum, cum coo-
perculo, & unum aquarium argenteum deauratum,
pretii amborum Viginti Marcarum. Quem quidem
cyphum cum cooperculo & aquario volo dito Cuftodi
& fuis in ipfius officio Succefloribus ad ufum fuum &
dicti Coll. pro perpetuo remanere.

ITEM lego cuilibet Socio perpetuo Prefbytero ejuf-
dem Coll. mei Winton. Viginti Sex Solidos & Octo
Denarios ; cuilibet autem Capellano conduétitio Ca-
pelle Coll. mei juxta Winton. Viginti Solidos: ac
Magiftro Thomz Romfeye Inftructori Scholarium Coll.
pradi&ti Centum Solidos, Sub-inftruori vero five
Hoftiario Viginti Solidos, Et volo quod fingulis die-
bus a die mortis mez ufque ad diem folempnitatis fe-
pulture mez, & per quadraginta dies extunc immedia-
te fequentes dicatur in communi in Capella di&i Coll.
Winton. cum nota officium mortuorum & miffa fo-
lempnis de Requiem pro falute animz me® & omnium
fidclium dcfunctorum.

ITEM lego cuilibet Scholari Coll. mei Winton. Sex
Solidos & O&o Denarios.

ITeEm lego Decem Marcas Sterlingorum dividendas

& dx(lrlbuendas inter Clericos & Choriftas di&i Coll.

Winton.
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‘Wiaton. ac Servientes intrincecos communes ipfius -
Coll. juxta difcretionem Cuftodis Vicecuftodis & Bur-
{ariorum Coll. memorati. ,

ITEM lego Fabrice Ecclefiz Sarum Vigiati Libras
pro cxequus die obitus mei, & die tricefimo a tempore
mortis mez, inter ipfius ecclefiz Canonicos & Minif-
tros folempniter celebrandis.

ITeM lego Abbati Monafterii de Hyda ad orandum
pro anima mea unum cyphum argenteum deauratum
cum cooperculo, pretii Decem Librarum : & cuilibet
Monacho ejufdem Monafterii in ordine facerdotali con-~
ftituto Quadraginta Solidos, cuilibet vero alteri dicti
Monafterii Monacho in minoribus ordinibus conflituto
Viginti Solidos, ad orandum pro anima mea.

ITeEm lego Abbatifle Monafterii Sanftz Marie
‘Winton. Quinque Marcas Sterlingorum ; cuilibet au-
tem Moniali ejufdem Monafterii lego Treldecim Solidos
Quatuor Denarios.

ITEM lego Priori & Conventui Beatz Mariz de
Overe in Suthwerk meorum Patronatus & Diocefios
pro reparatione ecclefiz ipforum & ad orandum pro
anima mea Quadraginta Libras Sterlingorum in qui-
bus michi tenentur.

ITemM lego Abbati & Conventui de Waverle meorum
Patronatus & Diocefios ad orandum pro anima mea
Decem Libras.

IteM lego Abbathie de Tychefeld meorum Patro-
natus & Diocefios unum par veftimentorum cum
calice. ,

ITem lego Priori & Conventui de Tanton mei Pa-
tronatus Bathonicnfis Diocefios ad orandum pro ani-
ma mea Centum Marcas Sterlingorum.

ITeEM lego Abbatiffe Monafterii Monalium de
R omefeye Qumque Marcas Sterlingorum

ITeM lego Felic. Aas * Momali ejuf{dem Monafterii
Centum Solidos ; cuilibet vero alteri Moniali ejufdem

Monafterii lego Trefdecim Solidos & Quatuor Dena-
rios.

. ® Ays, Regiftr, Arundel.
ITeu
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ITem lego Abbatiffz & Conventui ejufdem Mona-
fterii pro reparatione ecclefiz fuz & clauftri ejufdem
Monafterii Quadraginta Libras Sterlingorum in qui-
bus michi nunc ex mutuo tenentur.

Item lego Fabrice Ecclefiz Parochialis ibidem
Viginti Marcas. .

ITEM lego Abbatilie & Conventui de Wherewelt
ad orandum pro anima mea Viginti Marcas.

ITeM lego Priori & Conventui Sanéi Dionyfii juxta
Suthampton ad reparandum & emendandum defeCtu
ccclefiz ipforum Viginti Marcas. ’

ITEwm lego Prioriffz & Conventui de Wynteney ad
orandum pro anima mea Decem Libras Sterlingorum.

ITem lego Priori & Conventui de Taurigge mez
Diocefios ad orandum pro anima mea Centum So-
lidos. ~ i

ITem lego ad diftribuendum inter Fratres & Soro-
res ac Pauperes Hofpitalis San¢ti Thoma in Suthwerk
ad orandum pro anima mea juxta difcretionem Execu-
torum meorum Decem Fiarcas.

ITeM lego Hofpitali Sanétz Crucis juxta Winton.
unum par veftimentorum cum calice, & unum par
pelvium argent. cum t Feer de Molyn {fculptis in
~ fundo earundem ad modum crucis.

ITeM lego Hofpitali San¢ti Nicholai de Portefmuth
unum par veftimentorum cum calice.

ITeM lego Ecclefix Beatz Mariz Suthampton
unum par veltimentorum cum calice.

ITem lego Collegio Sanéte Elizabethz unum par
pelvium argent. cum ymagine San&ti Martini fedente in
equo fculpt. in fundo earundem, ac duos urciolos ar-
genteos ad ufum {ummi altaris ibidem.

ITem lego Hofpitali Sanctz Mariz Magdalenz pro-
pe Civitatem Winton. pro reparatione ecclefiz ac do-
morum & tenementorum ejufdem Hofpitalis Centum
Solidos. \

ITEM lego Sororibus Hofpitalis Eleemofynarie Ec-
clefiz mez Sancti Swythuni Quadraginta Solidos inter
ipfas zqualiter dividendos ad orandum pro anima mea.

4 Fer de Mculin; 7. ¢, The Iron of a Mill; a Bearing in Heraldry,
ITeMm
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ITEM lego Ecclefiz de Hameldon unum portifo-
rium Capelle mez juxta eleCtionem & difcretionem-
Executorum meorum, & unum calicem.

ITem lego confimili modo Ecclefiz de Eftmeone
unum aliud portiforium ditz Capelle mez & unum
calicem.

ITEM lego cuilibet Ecclefiarum fubfcriptarum, viz,
Wyt;eney, Farnham, Chiriton, Havonte, & Burghclere,
mei Patronatus, unum veftimentum integrum viz. pro
Sacerdote, Diacono, & Sub- dxacono, cum capa etiam
& uno calice.

ITeM lego cuilibet Ecclefiarum fub{'cnptarum viz.
Fallegh, Crawle, Alwardftoke, South-Waltham, &
Drokenesford, meorum Patronatus & Diocefios, unam
capam de capis ufualibus in Capella mea juxta difcre-
tionem Executorum 'meorum, nec non unum calicem.

Item lego cuilibet Conventui quatuor Ordinum
Fratrum Mendicantium Civitatis Winton, Decem Mar-
cas ad orandum pro anima mea.

ITEM lego Alicie Perot confanguinez mez Centum
Libras Sterlingorum.

ITem lego Magiftro Johanni Wykeham Rettori
Ecclefiz de Crondale Centum Libras Sterlingorum.

ITEM lego Edith Ryngebourne confanguinez mez
pro fe & liberis fuis non maritatis nec promotis Centum
Libras Sterlingorum.

Item lego Agneti Wodelok confanguinex mez pro
fe & liberis fuis non maritatis nec promotis Centum
Libras Sterlingorum.

ITEM lego johanna uxori Wilhelmi Mavyell pro fe
& liberis fuis non maritatis nec promotis Quadraginta
Libras Sterlingorum.

ITEM lego Edithe uxori Wilhelmi Croyfer confan-
guinez mez centum Libras Sterlingorum.

Itrem lego Dominz Agneti Sandes confangumez
meee pro {fe & liberis fuis non maritatis nec promotls
Centum Libras Sterlingorum.

ITem lego Thomz Warenner (mequagmta Mar-
cas in quibus michi per fcriptum fuum obligatorium
tenctur

ITEN
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ITem lego Thome filio & haredi ejuldem Thoma
eonfanguineo meo Viginti Libras Sterlingorum. :

ITewm lego Riginald. filio ejufdem Thomz Waren-
per confanguineo meo Viginti Libras Sterlingornm.

ITew lego Wilhelmo Ryngebourse confanguineo
meo Viginti Libras Sterlingorum.

. ITEM Johanni Benett de Bottele confanguineo meo
Viginti Libras Sterlingorum.

ITem lego Magiftro Johanni Wykeham 'Retori
Ecclefiz de Biriton pro inceptione fua in theologia &
aliis a&ibus fcholafticis Quinquaginta Libras.

ITeM lego Elenz forori Magiftri Nicholai Wykeham
" pro fe & liberis fuis non maritatis nec promotis Viginti
Libras.

ITeEM lego Selote Purbyk Decem Libras.

ITEM lego duobus Capitalibus Jufticiariis Domini
Regis, de Banco Domini Regis & de communi Banco,
_cuilibet ipforum unum anulum aureum cum uno dya-
mand. vel unum de parvis tablettis ad valorem Centum
Solidorum.

IteM lego Domino Wilhelmo Hengford unum anu-
lum aureum vel unum tablett. ad valorem Centum Soli-
dorum.

ITeM lego Domino Roberto Faryngton unum pfalte-
rium & unum par precum. .

ITEM lego Johanni Uvedale unum cyphum argen-
tenm vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem Marcarum.

ITEM lego Henrico Popham unum cyphum argen-
- teum vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem Marcarum.

ITEM lego Johanni Chamflour, Nicholao Bray, &
Stephano Carre, cuilibet ipforum unum cyphum vel a-
lind jocale ad valorem Centum Solidorum.

ITeMm lego Domino Wilhelmo Savage Retori Ec-
clefiz de Overton Viginti Libras.

ITEM Domino Johanni Keton Pracentori Ecclefiz
Suthampton Viginti Libras.

ITEM volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mei
donent & diftribuant perfonis in Rotulo huic prefenti
Teftamento annexo, & figillo meo figillato, confcrip-

Lt



A PPENDTIX xv

tis, res & fommas in eodem rotulo ipfarum fingulis de-
fignatas ac etiam limitatas.

ITeEm lego Executoribus meis onus adminiftratio-
nis hujus Teftamenti mei in fe fufcipientibus fummam
Mille Librarum inter ipfos @qualiter dividendam, no-
mine remunerationis laboris eorundem circa executio-
nem Teftamenti predi€ti ; ita tamen, quod nullys dic-
torum Executorum meorum quicquam in di¢ta fumma
percipiat feu participet, nifi hujus Teftamenti mei
.onus adminiftrationis in fe fufceperit & admilerit, ac de
fideliter adminiftrando in bonis hujufmodi Teftamen-
tum meum concernentibus, coram illo,” per quem -
Teftamenti hujus probationem fieri continget, ad
fanta Dei Evangelia przftet corporaliter juramen-
‘tam. : :

REsipuumM vero bonorum meorum fuperius non le-
gatorum, do, lego & committo ordinationi ac difpofi-
tioni Executorum mecrum fubfcriptorum; ut ipfi de
bonis meis pradittis pro falute & remedio animz
mez ordinent ac fideliter difponant ficut in diftrito
examine coram Summo Judice voluerint refpondere.

Hujus autem Teftamenti mei Executores ordino,
facio, & conftituo; Reverendum in Chrifto Patrem
Dominum Robertum, Dei gratia, Londonien. Epifco-
pum, ac venerabiles viros Magiftros Nicholaum Wyke-
ham, Johannem Elmere, & Johannem Campeden,
Thomam Chelrey Senefcallum terrarum Epifcopatus
mei Winton. Thomam Wykeham confanguineum me-
um & hzredem, ac Dominum Thomam Ayleward
Reftorem Ecclefiz de Havonte.

Dat. apud South-Waltham vicefimo quarto die
Menfis Julii, Anno ab Incarnatione Domini fe-
cundum curfum &. computationem Ecclefiz
Anglicanz Millefimo Quadringentefimo Tertio.
Indiccione undecima Pontificatus fantiflimi in
Chrifto Patris & Domini noftri Domini Bo-
nifacii divina Providentia Papz Noni Anno
Decimo Quarto.

" Przfentibus difcretis viris Dominis Wilhelmo
Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Wilhelmo
: Boutillere
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: ' Boutillere & Johanne Knyght, ac me
Wilhelmo Doune Notario Publico hujus
Teftamenti Scriba, Teftibus ad hoc voca-
tis fpecialiter & rogatis.

ET ¥GO Wilhelmus Doune Clericus Exon. Dioc.
Publicus auftoritate apoftolica Notarius preedicti Tef-
tamenti faccioni, voluntati, ordinationi, difpofitioni,
Executorum nominationi & conftitutioni, teftiumque
praedi¢torum rogationi, ac czteris omnibus & fingu-
lis premiffis, dum fic ut premittitur per Reverendum
Patrem Dominum Wilhelmum Wykeham Epifcopum
Winton. fub anno, indiccione, pontificatu, menfe, die,
“& loco praditis agebantur & fiebant, una cum prea-
nominatis teftibus prefens interfui, eaque fic fieri vidi
& audivi: ac de mandato ejufdem Reverendi Patris
feripfi & in hanc publicam formam redegi, fignoque
& nomine meis confuetis fignavi in fidem & teftimo-
nium omnium pramiflorum. '

CODICEL
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. CODICELLUS fiveROTULUS de quo fupra fie
' : - meantio,

Thomas Chelrey de vafis argent. ad va-

lorem -~ - L. libr.
"Thomas Wykeham de vaﬁs argent ad

valorem - - . L libr.
Magifter Nicholaus Wykeham de’ vaﬁs

argent. ad valorem - - 1. libr.

Magifter Johannes Ellemere de vaf ar-

gent. ad val, - L libr.
Magnﬂ:er Johannes Campedcn dc va{' ‘
arg. ad val. - - Llibr.
Magifter Robertus Keton dc vaf, arg L os d.
 ad val. - xxvj xiij iiij
Thomas Aylward' de vaf. arg ad val - Llibr.

‘Wilhelmus Norton de vaf. arg. ad val.  xxvj xiij iiij
Thomas Lavyngton de vaf. arg. ad val.  xxvj xiij iiij
Wilhelmus Butillere xx Libr. cum uno

calice préterea.
Walterus Aude - - - - xxlibr.
Johannes Sturmiftre xx Libr. cum uno

_ calice. .
Johannes Lytton - - - x libr.
Johannes Bussh - - - xx libr.

Richardus Chicheftre - - - vj xiij iiij
Johannes Knyght xx Libr. cum uno ca-

lice
Johannes Langele - - - v xiij iiij
Johannes Hende - - - - C. s.
Joc. Bailiff - - c.s.

Wilhelmus Brocheband xx ber cum
uno cipho argent.

Johannes Foxle - - - x libr.
Wilhelmus Weftynton - - - x libr.
Radulphus Arches = - - c.s.
Johannes Dantre ¢ Solid. de oblxg.

lehelmus Changelton - - - c s

Johannes
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Johannes Coudray -
- Guido Denham .

Nicholaus Gifrewaft -
Thomas Penne -
Johannes Arnold -

Johannes Shire - -

. - - s
- - C.S
Ixvi s viij d.

- Ixvis vijjd

.- : C. S

- C. S.

Johannes Devenith ¢ Solid. de obhg.

Jobannes Prewes -

Johannes Pope - - -

Nicholaus Hackeftalle
‘Wilhelmus Doune
"Wilhelmus Grene -
Johannes Bofeham

Stephanus Auftel .
Nicholaus Sturgeon -
Wilhelmus Welde .

Rogerus de Camera

Petrus Knyght -
Johannes Barbour .
Nicholaus Gerveys -
Wilhelmus Peti-John
Wilhelmus Saleman
Richardus Crokkere -
Johannes Combe
Johannes Cranbourne
Thomas Somer -
Robertus Hertele -
Robertus Goos -

- Richardus Bonyet -
Johannes Skyrewhit

Thomas Squiler - -
Robertus Grey . ;. -
Johannes Namby !

Johannes Golde -

Johannes Gay - -

Wilhelmus Wayte
Thomas Bakere Huntere
. Johannes Ferrour -

6

- Ixvjs viijd

- il xiijs iiij d

- lxvjs viijd
- - C s.
- Ixvj s viij d
- xl s.

- . xls,

. lad Xl S.

- - . xls.
- - Cs.

. lo Se d.'

- vj xiij iiij

- Ixvj viij

- - lxvj vij
- xvj viij

.......

- - Ixvy viyj

.......

- vj xiij iiij
- Ixvj viij

- Ixvj viij

- Ixvj viij
- Ixvj viij
. - xls.

- - Ixvj viij

- Ixvj viij
e Ixvj viij

L2 - ]XVj Viij

- Ixvy viij

- Ixvi viij

- Ixvj vijj

. xls.

- - Ixvj viij
Petrus
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Petrus Hyndon

"Thomas Payn

Johannes Mundy
Wilhelmus [* Ruffel]
Richardus [* Wintrythe]
Galfridus [* Bowyar]

Nicholaus Bucher
Johannes Gare Butellar.
Richardus Howe
Richardus Forde
Rogerus Gare Aule
Johannes Bury
Thomas Lavender
Johannes Bolt
Johannes Frythe
Nicholaus Bonde
Rogerus Gare Piftrinz
Richardus Smith g. came-
rz Domini
Thomas Rede
Gardinar. de Waltham
Johannes Fox
. Wilhelmus Gog
Johannes Martyn
Richardus Bikebrok
Johannes Stanes
Wilhelmus Bailif
Johannes Billebury
Rohertus Bathe
Johannes Lemere
Wilhélmus Aldewyne

Garcio Venatoris.
Pag. Char. Goos
Pag. Char. Somer
Pag. Lavendr.
Pag. Piftrinz

! vﬂ. Regiﬂr. Coll_. Wintc .

—d A

Cuilibet

L Cuilibet -
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- xl folid.
e erolid.
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Pag. Palfr.

Pag. Pult.

gag. Carnific. ,
ogerus Sourlond :

Pag. Squiler p Cuilibet - - xx folid.

Johannes Smyth S e

Johannes Fox, junior.

Johannes Wayte

Pag Hak. «

Simon Membury - - - X hbr.
Vicar de Sombourn Regiftr. unum ci- }
phum arg. cum cooperculo ad valorem
[* Johannes Doun Clericus Regiftr. quinque marc.]

xmo

Wilhelmus Mavyel '1
Johannes Arches
Wilhelmus Faukener
Johannes Dekene Cunhbct iftorum c. s. vel
Edwardus Coudray unum ciphum arg. ad
Johannes Fromond C valorem c.s. ad eleccio
Richardus Wallop nem Executorum.,

- Richardus Elys o '
T'homas Warennere
Walterus Hoke - J

Rxchardus Prewes Clericus Fpifcopatus - % libr.
Wilhelmus Portman Clericus de Taunton 4 ° i

Wilkelmus Lamport Clerictis de Dounton Ixvjs viijd
Edmundus Nyng Clericus de Twyford =~ "¢.s .
Richardus Sydal Clericus de Wytteneye  Ixvjs viij d
Johannes Compton Clericus de Wergrave Ixvjs viij d

Henricus Habraham Clericus de Sutton Cs
Wilhelmus Knyght Clericus de Meone - x libr.
Richardus Knollere Clericus de Waltham cs
Wilhelmus Pope Clericus de Clere : ¢.s
Johannes Shire Clericus de hmham - Ixvjs viljq
Johannes Myft - - - x.llbr.

* Vet. Reeiftr. Coll. Wint,
¢ Ka Regiitr, Araniel. Deeftin Vet Rcolﬁ Coll, Wint.

Janltor
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j_a';itor de Taunton ‘ o » , _
};ﬁ::g: g‘z K?L‘gg juxta dilcrecionem Executorum.
_[dnitdr London. :

(de Taunton ¥
de Waltham § -
de Faroham
de Hameldon
...} de Meone
Pircarius 4 de Merdon
L de. Merewell
 de Clerg

de Sutton
“de Farham

| de Biterne J

tee Y ancams

juxta difcrecionem Exe-
cutorum. ’

Cuftos Warennz de Overton §

guﬁos Warennz de Farnham

Cuftos Warenne de Wergrave. \, .~ .. . 1

Cuftos Warenriz de Longwode J"xéie dl{geaonem

‘Thomas Buckingham Waren- 5 cutorum.
narius de Efshere

IN DEI NOMINE AMEN. Ego Wilhelmus
* Wykeham Altiffimo permittente humilis Minilter:
Ecckefiz Cath. Wynt. licet indignus, confiderans quod.
ambulataria eft voluntas teftantium ufque ad vite
iplorum exitum, nec non ad mentem meam revo-.
cans, ac memoriz reducens, quod poft Teftamenti mei
fa&tionem, nonnulla in eodem Teftamento legata, ordi-.
nata, & difpofita, funt per me divina gratia affiftente
joxta di¢te ultime voluntatis mez difpofitionem adim-
pleta & executioni realiter, demandata ; idcirco codi-
cillando quoad omnia legata hujufmodi, que duxi pre-
fentibus codicillis {pecialius exprimenda, Executores in
przfato Teftamento meo nominatos volo effe penitus
exoneratos etiam & quietos, ac eadem legata exprefle
adimo per prefentes. In primis legatum Ducentarum,

d2 Librarum
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Librarum reli®um pauperibus prifonis ¥ in Teftamento
meo praeditto. Item legatum veftimenti novi de blod.
panno virgato & operato cum leonibus de auro, cum
triginta capis de eodem panno aurifrigiatis cum hifto-
ria de Jefle reli®um Ecclefiz mez Wynton. in eodémi.
Item legatum relitum in eodem Abbati Mon. de
Hyda & cuilibet monacho ¢jufdem Mon. Item legatum
precum reliGtum in eodem Domino Roberto Faryng-
.ton. Item Quinquaginta Marcas . de legato C Libra-
rum relict. in eodem Aliciz Perot confanguinez mez.
Item omnid & fingula legata reli¢ta in quodam Rotulo
cidem Teftamento annexo & figillo meo figillato, de
quo in eodem Teftamento meo fit mentio, perfonis in

eodem Rotulo matriculatis adferipta adimo, eo quod
de cifdem agens in humanis meam complevi in omnibus

voluntatem. Item volo & ordino quod fi que alia de

relitis ordinatis & difpofitis in Teftamento meo aut

prafentibus codicillis per me perantea aut in futurum

dum fuero in humanis fuerint faGta foluta vel etiam
executa quod illa ceffent poft mortem medm, ac ea
exnunc prout extunc adimo: & quod ad ipfa facienda
folvenda vel exequenda Executores mei nullatenus
onercntur feu etiam compellantur, fed quod in illis

omnibus fint liberi - quieti & prorfus abfoluti. Fa&.

fuerunt predi¢t. Codicill. per me Wilhelmum Wyke-
ham antedi¢tum apud Southwaltham decimo die Men-

fis Januarii Anno ab Incarnatione Domini fecundum

curfum & computationem Ecclefiz Anglicanz Mille-

fimo Quadringentefimo Tertio, Indiccioné Duodecima,

Pontificatus fan&iffimi in Chrifto Patris & Domini

noftri Domini Bonifacii divina providentia Papi Noni

Anno Quintodecimo, prafentibus difcretis viris Domi-

nis Wilhelmo Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Johanné

Knyght & Johanne Busth Prefbyteris, teftibus ad pre-

mifla vocatis fpecialiter & rogatis. Et ego Wilhelmus

Doune Clericus Exonien. Dioc. Publicus autoritate

apoftolica Notarius prediét. Codicill. fa®ioni teftium

rogacioni ac czteris omnibus & fingulis dum fic ut pre-

mittitur per Reverendum Patrem Dominum Wilhelmum

Wiyke-

# Forfun, prifenavii.



APPENDIZX I

Wykeham Epifcopum Wiynton. fub Anno, Indiccione,
Pont. menfe, die, & loco przdiftis agebantur & fie-
bant, una cum prznominatis teftibus prefens interfui,
eaque fic fieri vidi & audivi, {cripfi & in hanc publi-
cam formam redegi, fignoque & nomine meis confuetis
fignavi requifitus in fidem & teftimonium ompium pre-
maifforum.

. TENORE prafentium Nos Thomas, &c. notum
facimus univerfis quod nono die Menfis O¢tobris Anngp
Domini Milefimo Quadringentefimo Quarto; in hofpi--
tio noftro in Civitate Coventr. fuprafcript. Teftamentum
bonz memoriz Wilhelmi Wykeham ultimi  Wynt.
Epifcopi noftrz Cantuarienfis Ecclefiz dum vixit Suf-
fraganei jam defun&i, uma cum codicill. prafentibus
annex. coram npebis exhibit. & legitime probat. appro-
bavimus & infinuavimus ac pro. veris Teflamento &
Codicillo & ultima, voluntate di&i defun&i legitime
juxta juris exigentiam pronunciavimus, nec non ad
committend. Yo forma juris Executoribus in eodem
Teftamento nominatis adminiftrationem empium bono-
rum hujufmodi Teftamentum & Codicillum concernen-
tium, dilettis in Chrifto filiis Magiftro Johanni May-
denheth Vicario noftro in fpiritualibus & Cuftodi {piritu-
alitatie Civitatis & Dioc. Wynton. fede epifcopali ibi-
dem vacante, & fratri Thomz Nevyle Priori Ecclefiz
Wynton. communiter & divifim commifimus vices
noftras. In quorum teftimonium figillum noftrum
prefentibus eft appenfum. Dat die, loco, menfe, &
Anno Domini fupradictis ; & noftrz tranflationis anno
none.

THOMAS permiffione divina, &e. dile@is in
Chrifto fillis Magiftro Johanni Maydenheth Vicarie
foftro in {piritualibus & Cuftodi fpiritualitatis Civitat,
& Dioc. Wynt. fede epifcopali ibidem vacante, ac fra-
tri Thomz Nevyle Priori Ecclefiz Wynt. Salutem
Gratiam & Beneditionem. Ad committendum in for-
fna juris adminiftrationem omnium bonorum que fue-
tint bonz memoriz Domini Wilhelmi Wykcham ultimi

) Wyar,
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Wrynt. Epifcopi noftre Cant. Ecclefiz dum vixit Suf-
fraganei jam defun@i tempore mortis fuz fuum con-
cernent. Teftamentum & ejus ultimam voluntatem co-
fam nobis probat. ac per nos etiam approbat. ubicun-
que infra noftram provinciam, exiftentium Executo-
fibus in eodem Teftamenito nominatis i eam -fufcipere
& admittere voluerint preftito primitus per eofdem &
eorum quemlibet juramento ad fanéa Dei Evangelia

per eos corporaliter tacta, quod fidele inventarium bo-

norum hujufmodi cenficient, ac ipfa juxti ultimem

pradi@ti defunéti voluntatem fideliter adminiftrabunt,

ac nobis de & fupra adminiltratione fua hajufmodi fi-
delem compotum five ratiocinium reddent, cum fuper
hoc congrue fuerint requifiti, quodque acquietanciam
vel acquietancias aliquibus debitoribus ipfius defun&ti
non conficient nec conficiet aliquis corundem fine con-

fenfu majoris & fanioris partis Executornm fuorom,

fiec aliqua de bonis pradictis fibi appropriabunt vel

afurpabunt, feu fic appropriabit vel ufurpabit aliquis
de eifdem, falvis legatis eis relictis & difpofitis per de- -
fun&um, & rationabilibus expenfis circa adminiftratios

nem hujufmodi exponend. vobis communiter & divifim
tenore prazfentium committimus vices noftras & plenant
poteftatem. Et quod in preemiffis feceritis nos ante

feftum San&i Andrez Apoftoli prox. futur. debite

certificetis per veftras patentés litteras harum feriem &
nomina & cognomina Executorum quibus hujufmodi

adminiftrationem ut premittitur commiferitis conti-

gentes. Dat. in hofpitio noftro Coventriz nono die,
Menfis Otobr. Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringen-

tefimo Quarto. Et noftra tranflationis arino nono.

Xe XVII.
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TABULA. GENEALOGICA.

3 extrelons cogratod & %/m&d
! W= de Wykeham

1 quortr: e rmzlz?{aé aronarnentis
j mento halétwr
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